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CHAPTER,  t. 

Xeavc  Fort  Chcpewyan,  Proceed  to  the  Peace  River, 
State  of  the  Lakes,  Arrive  at  Peace  Point.  T'he 
reofon  ajfigned  for  Its  name.  Ihe  weather  cold.  Ar- 
rive at  the  Falls.  Defcriptlon  of  the  country.  Land 
at  the  Fort,  called  The  Old  Ejiabli/hment.  The  pritt' 
Lipal  bin! ding  dcjlroycd  by  fire.  Courfe  •/  the  river. 
Ai'iive  at  another  fort.  Some  account  of  the  natives. 
Depart  from  thence,  Courfe  of  the  river  continued. 
Jt  divides  into  two  branches.  Proceed  along  the  prin- 
cipal one.  Land  at  the  place  of  our  winter^ s  refidence. 
Account  of  its  circumjianccs  and  inhabitants,  t^c.  Pre- 
parations for  erctling  a  fort^  i^c.  ts^c.  Table  of  the 
wcatherx  Broke  the  thermometer,  Froji  fcts  in.  Def- 
ct  iption  of'  yirds. 


P  ?.|^>. 


1792.  October. 

(October  10.)  x.  X.^^\^G  made  every  heceflary  pre- 
paration, I  left  Fort  Chepewyan,  to  proceed  up  rhe  Peace 
River.  I  had  rcfolved  to  go  as  far  as  our  mod  dillant 
fetllcment,  which  would  occupy  the  remaining  part  of 
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6  VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH- 
the  fcafon,  it  being  the  route  by  which  I  propofal  to 
attempt  my  next  difcovery,  acrols  the  mountains  from 
the  lource  of  that  river  ;  for  vvhucver  dillancc  I  coultl 
reach  this  fall,  would  be  a  proportionate  advancement 
of  my  voyage. 

In  confejuence  of  this  defign,  I  left  the  crtabliflitnent 
of  Fort  Chepewyan,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Roderic  Mac  konzie, 
accompanied  by  two  canoes  laden  with  the  ncceffary  ar- 
ticles for  trade  :  we  accordingly  fleered  Weft  for  one  of 
tlie  branches  that  communicates  with  the  Peace  River, 
called  the  Pine  River  ;  at  the  entrance  of  which  we  waited 
for  the  other  canoes,  in  order  to  take  fome  fupplies  from 
them,  as  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  they  would  not  be 
able  to  keep  up  with  us.  We  entered  ilie  Peace  River 
at  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  taking  a  Weftcrly 
courfe.  It  is  evident,  that  all  tlie  land  between  it  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Hills,  as  far  as  the  E!k  River,  is  formed  by 
the  quantity  of  earth  and  mud,  wliich  is  canied  down 
by  the  ft  reams  ofthofe  two  great  rivcis.  In  this  f^jace 
there  are  fevcral  lakes.  The  lake  Clear  Water,  which 
is  the  deepeft.  Lake  Vaffieu,  and  the  Athabafca  Lake, 
which  is  the  largeft  of  the  three,  and  whofe  denomi- 
nation in  the  Kniftineaux  language,  implies,  a  Hat,  low, 
fwampy  country,  fubjeci  to  inundations.  The  two  laft 
lakes  are  now  fo  ftiallow,  that,  from  the  cauk-  juft.  men- 
tioned, there  is  every  reafon  to  t:xpe6l,  that  in  a  few 
years,  they  will  have  exchanged  their  charadter  and 
become  extenfive  forcfts. 

This  country  is  fo  level,    that,   at   fome   feafons,  it  is 

entirely  overflowed,    which    accounts   for   tlic  periodical 

influx  and  reflux  of  the  waters  between  the  Lake  of  the 

Hills  and  the  Peace  River, 
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On  the  13th  at  noon  we  came  to  t/i '  Peace  Point  ; 
from  which,  according  to  the  report  of  my  interpreter, 
the  river  derives  its  name  ;  it  was  tht  fp/)t  whtic  the 
Knifteneaux  and  Beaver  Indians  feir'ed  their  difpute  ; 
the  real  name  of  the  river  and  point  bewig  that  of  the 
land  which  was  the  objedl  of  contention. 

When  this  country  was  formerly  invaded  by  tlic 
Kniflencaux,  they  found  the  Beaver  Indians  inhabitinr; 
the  land  about  Portage  la  Loche  ;  and  the  adjoining 
tribes  were  thofe  whom  they  called  flaves.  They  drove 
both  thcfe  tribes  before  them ;  when  the  latter  proceeded 
down  the  river  from  the  Lake  of  the  Hills,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  that  part  of  it  obtained  the  name  of 
the  Slave  River.  The  former  proceeded  up  the  river ; 
and  when  the  Knirteneaux  made  peace  with  them, 
this  place  was  fettled   to  be  the  boundary. 

We  continued  our  voyage,  and  I  did  not  find  the 
current  fo  flrong  in  this  river  as  I  had  been  induced  to 
believe,  though  this,  perhaps,  was  not  the  period  to 
form  a  corredl  notion  of  that  circumftancc,  as  well  as 
of  the  breadth,  the  water  being  very  low  ;  fo  that  the 
ftream  has  not  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  any  part  that 
I  have  feen,  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide. 

The  weather  was  cold  and  raw,  fo  as  to  render  our 
progrefs  unplcafant  ;  at  the  fame  time  we  did  not  relax 
in  our  expedition,  and,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  17th  we  arrrived  at  the  falls.  The  river  at  this 
place  is  about  four  hundred  yards  broad,  and  the  fall 
about  twenty  feet  high  :  the  firft  carrying  place  is  eight 
h.uudred  paces  in  length,  and  the  lad,  which  is  about 
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a  mile  onwards,  is  fomething  more  tliaii  two  thirds  of 
that  diftance.  Here  we  found  feveral  fires,  from  whicli 
circumftance  we  concluded,  that  the  canoes  deftined  for 
tills  quaiter,  which  left  the  fort  fome  days  before  us, 
could  not  be  far  a-head.  The  weather  continued  to  be 
very  cold,  and  the  (now  that  fell  during  the  night  was 
feveral  inches  deep« 

On  the  morning  of  the  i8th,  as  foon  as  we  got  out 
of  the  draught  of  the  fall,  the  wind  being  at  North-* 
Eart,  and  Ihong  in  our  favour,  we  hoirted  fail,  whicH 
carried  us  on  at  a  confiderable  rate  againft  the  current, 
and  pafled  the  Loon  River  before  twelve  o'clock  ;  from 
thence  wc;  foon  came  along  the  Grande  Ifle,  at  the 
upper  [end  of  which  we  encamped  for  »iie  night,  Jt 
now  froze  very  hard  :  indeed,  it  had  fo  much  the  ap-r 
pearapce  of  winter,  that  I  began  to  entertain  fome  alarm 
left  we  might  be  ftopped  by  the  ice  r  we  therefore  fet 
off  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and 
about  eight  we   landed  at  the  Old  Eftablifliment, 

The  pafiuge  to  this  place  from  Athabafca  having  been 
furvcycd  by  M.  Vandrieu,  formerly  in  the  Company's 
lervice,  I  did  not  think  it  neceffaiy  to  give  any  parti- 
cular attention  to  it  ;  1  (lull,  however,  juft  obltrve, 
that  the  courfe  in  seneral  from  the  Lake  of  the  fiiiis 
to  the  falls,  is  Weilerly,  and  as  much  to  the  North  as 
the  South  of  it,  from  thence  it  is  about  Weft-South- 
Weft  to  this  fort. 

The  country  in  general  is  low  from  our  entrance  of 
the  river  to  the  falls,  and  with  the  exception  ot  a  few 
open  parts  covered  with  grafs,  it  is  clothed  with  wood. 

Where 
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Where  the  banks  aire  very  low  the  foil  is  good,  being  com- 
pofed  of  the  fecUment  of  the  river  and  putrefied  leaves 
and  vegetables.  Where  they  are  more  elevated,  they 
difplay  a  face  of  yellowHh  clay,  mixed  with  fmall 
flones.  On  a  line  with  the  falls,  and  on  either  fide  of 
the  river,  there  are  faid  to  be  very  extenfivc  plains,  which 
afford  paRure  to  numeious  herds  of  buffaloes.  Our 
people  a  -  head  flept  here  laft  night,  and,  from  their 
careleffncfs,  the  fire  was  communicated  to,  and  burned 
down,  the  large  houfc,"^  and  was  proceeding  faft  to  the 
fmaller  buildings  when  we  arrived  to  extinguifh  it. 

We  continued  our  voyage,  the  coarle  of  the  river 
being  South- Well  by  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter. 
South  by  Eaft  one  mile,  South- Wefl  by  South  three 
miles,  Weft  by  South  one  mile,  South  -  South  -  Weft 
two  miles,  South  four  miles,  South-Weft  (Gwen  miles 
and  an  haif,  South  by  Weft  one  mile,  North-North-. 
Weft  two  miies  and  an  half.  South  five  miles  and  a 
quarter,  South  Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  North-Eafl; 
by  fc'-aft  three  miles  and  an  half,  and  South  -  Eaft  by 
Eaft  one  mile. 

We  overtook  Mr.  Finlay,  with  his  canoes,  who  was 
encamped  near  the  fort  of  which  he  was  going  to  t;ike 
the  charge,  during  the  entuing  winter,  and  made  every* 
necelTary  preparative  tor  a  becoming  appearance  on  our 
arrival  the  toUovving  morning.  Although  I  had  been 
finje  the  year  1787  in  the  Athabalca  country,  I  had 
»si>^  never  yet  leen  a  lingle  native  of  that  part  of  it  whicli 
^  Yic  iia'l  now  reached. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  aoth,  we  landed 
Vol.  .11.  B  *    before 
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before  the  houfe  ainidfl  the  rejoicing  and  firing  of  tlie 
people,  who  were  animated  with  the  profpedt  of  again 
hidulging  themfelves  in  the  luxury  of  rum,  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  fince  the  beginning  of  May  ;  as 
it  is  a  praiSlice  througliout  the  North-Weft,  neither  to 
fell  or  give  any  rum  to  the  natives  during  the  fummer* 
There  was  at  this  time  only  one  cliief  with  his  people, 
the  other  two  being  hourly  expelled  with  their  bands , 
and  on  the  21ft  and  22d  they  all  arrived  except  the  war 
chief  and  fifteen  men.  As  they  very  foon  expreffed 
their  defire  of  the  expe6led  regale,  I  called  ihem  toge-« 
ther,  to  the  number  of  forty-two  hunters,  or  men  ca-. 
pable  of  bearing  arms,  to  offer  fome  advice,  which  would 
be  equally  advantageous  to  them  and  to  us,  and  1  flrength^ 
ened  my  admonition  with  a  nine  gallon  cafk  of  re* 
duced  rum  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco.  At  the  fame  time 
I  obferved,  that  as  I  fliould  not  often  vifit  them,  I  had 
inftanced  a  greater  degree  of  Uberality  than  they  had 
been  accuftomed  to. 

The  number  of  people  belonging  to  this  eftablifhment 
amounts  to  about  three  hundred,  of  which,  fixty  arc 
hunters.  Although  they  appear  from  their  language  to 
be  of  the  fame  ftock  as  the  Chepewvans,  they  difFec 
from  them  in  apjiearance,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  as  they 
have  adopted  ihofc  of  their  former  enemies,  the  Knifte-* 
neaux  ;  they  fpeak  their  language,  as  well  as  cut  their 
hair,  paint,  and  drefs  like  them,  and  poflcls  their  im-» 
moderate  fondnefs  for  liquor  and  tob.K'CO.  This  de- 
fcription,  however,  can  be  applied  only  to  the  men,  as 
the  women  are  Icfs  adorned  even  than  thofc  of  the  Che- 
pewyan  tribes.  We  could  not  obferve,  without  fomc 
degree  of  furprize,  the  contrail  between   the  neat  and 
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decent  appearance  of  tlie  men,  and  tl^  nalVmefs  of  the 
women.  I  am  difpofed,  however,  to  tliink  that  this 
circumltance  Is  generally  owing  to  the  extreme  fubmiflion 
and  abafement  of  the  Jatter  :  for  I  observed,  that  one 
of  the  chiefs  allawed  two  of  his  wives  more  hberty  and 
familiarity  than  were  accorded  to  the  otheis,  as  well  as 
a  more  becoming  exterior,  and  their  appearance  was 
proportionably  pleafmg.  1  lliall,  however,  take  a  future 
opportunity  to  fpeak  more  at  large  on  this  fubjcdt* 

There  were  frequent  changes  of  tlie    weather  in   the 
courfe  of  the  day,  and  it  froze  rather  hard  In  the  night. . 
The  thicknefs  of  the  ice  in  the  morning  was   a  fufficient 
notice  for  me  to  proceed.     I  accordingly  gave  the  natives 
fuch   good  counfel  as  might  influence  their  behaviour, 
communicated   my  diredlions  to  Mr.  Finlay  for  his  fu- 
ture conduCl,  and  took  my  leave  under  ieveral  voliics  of 
mulketry,   on  the  morning  of  the   23d,     I  had   already 
difpatched  my  loaded  canoes  two   days   before,  with  di-. 
redlions  to  continue  their   progrefs  without  waiting  for 
me.     Our    courfe  was    South  South-Eafl   one  mile  and 
an  half,  South  three  quarters,    Eafl;  i'e\en  miles  and  an 
half,  veering  gradually  to  the  Wcfl:  four  miles  and   an' 
half;  South- Eall  by  South  three  miles,  South-Eaft  three 
miles  and  an  half,  Eaft-South  Eafl:  to  Long  Point  three 
miles.  South- Wcfl  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  Eafl  by  North 
four  miles  and  thrte  quarters,   Wefl  three  miles  and   an 
half,  Weft- South- Wefl    one   mile,    Eafl   by    South  tivc 
miles  and  and  an  half,  South  three  miles  and  three  quar- 
ters, South-Eafl  by  South  three  miles,    Eafl  South- Eall 
three  miles,  I'^.aft-  North- Eafl  one  mile,  when    there  was 
a  river  that  flowed  in  on   the  right ;   Eafl  two  miles  and 
an    half,    Eafl-South-Eafl    half    a   mile,    South-Eafl  by 
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South  fevcn  miles  and  an  half,  South  two  miles,  South- 
South-Enfl  three  miles  and  an  half;  in  the  courfe  of  which 
we  paffed  an  iflmd  South  by  Weft,  where  a  rivultt  flowed 
in  on  the  right,  one  mile ;  Eafl  one  mile  and  an  half. 
South  five  miles,  Soi  th-Eaft  by  South  four  mi'es  and 
an  half,  South -Wed:  one  mile,  South-Eaft  hv  Eaft  four 
miles  and  an  half,  Weft -South- Weft:  half  a  mile,  South- 
"Wcd  ftx  miles  and  thice  quarters,  South-Eaft  by  South 
one  mile  and  an  half.  South  one  mile  and  an  half,  South* 
Eaft  by  South  two  miles,  South-Weft  three  quarters  of 
a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  two  miles  and  an  half,  Eaft  by 
South  one  mile  and  three  quarters.  South  two  miles, 
South-Eaft  one  mile  and  an  half.  South  South-Eaft  half 
a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  two  miles  and  a  half,  North-Eaft 
three  mites.  South- Weft  bv  Well  ftiort  diftance  to  the 
eftabiiftiment  of  laft  year,  Eaft-North-Eaft.  four  miles. 
South- South-Eaft  one  m'ie  and  three  quarters,  South 
half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile.  South  three 
miles,  South- South- Eaft  one  mile  and  three  quarters, 
South  bv  Eaft  four  miles  and  an  half.  South- Weft  three 
miles,  South  ny  E  ft  two  miles,  South  by  Weft  one  mile 
and  an  half.  South- Weft  two  miles.  South  by  Weft  four 
miles  and  an  half,  South-Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  and 
South  by  Eaft  three  miles.  Here  we  arrived  at  the  forks 
of  the  river;  the  Eaftern  branch  appearing  to  be  not 
more  than  half  the  dze  of  the  Weftern  one.  We  pur- 
fued  the  latter,  in  a  courfe  South- Weft  by  Weft  fix 
miles,  and  lande-d  on  the  tirft  ot  November  at  the  place 
which  was  dcft'j-ncd  to  be  mv  winter  rtlid'jnce  :  indeed, 
^  the  weather  had  been  io  cold  and  dilagreeable,  that  I  was 
more  than  once  apprclienlive  of  our  being  ftopped  bv 
the  ice,  and,  after  all,  it  required  the  utnioft   exertions 
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of  which  my  men  were  capable  to  prevent  it  ;  fo  that  on 
their  arrival  they  were  quite  exhauftcd :  nor  were  their 
labours  at  an  end,  for  there  wa^  not  a  fingle  hut  to  re- 
ceive us  ;  it  was,  however,  now  in  my  power  to  feed 
and  fuftain  them  in  a  more  confortable  manner. 

We  found  two  men  here  who  had  been  fent  forward 
laft  fpring,  for  the  purpofe  of  fquaring  timber  for  the 
ere(5lion  of  a  houfc,  and  cutting  pallifades,  &c.  to  fur- 
round  it.  With  them  was  the  principal  chief  of  the 
place,  and  about  feventy  men,  who  had  been  anxioufly 
"Waiting  for  our  arrival,  and  received  us  with  every  mark 
of  fatisfatlion  and  regard  which  they  could  cxprefs.  If 
we  might  judge  from  the  quantity  of  powder  that  was 
wafted  on  our  arrival,  they  certainly  had  not  been  in 
want  of  ammunition,  at  leaft  during  the  fummer* 

The  banks  of  the  river,  from  the  falls,  are  in  general 
lofty,  except  at  low  woody  points,  accidentally  formed 
in  the  manner  I  have  already  mentioned  :  they  alfo  dif- 
played,  in  all  their  broken  parts,  a  face  of  clay,  inter-t 
mixed  with  ftone ;  in  fome  places  there  likewife  ap- 
peared a  black   mould. 

In  the  funimer  of  1788,  a  fmall  fpot  was  cleared  at 
the  Old  Eftabliiliment,  which  is  fituated  on  a  bank 
thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river,  and  was  fovvn 
with  turnips,  carrots,  and  parfnips.  The  firft  grew  to 
a  largo  fize,  and  the  others  thrived  very  well.  An  ex- 
periment was  alfo  made  with  potatoes  and  cabbages, 
the  former  of  which  were  fuccefsful  ;  but  for  want  of 
care  the  latter  failed.  The  next  winter  the  perfon  who 
had  undertaken    this  cultivation,    fuifered   the    potatoes, 
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vvhicli  had  been  collc(Seil  for  feed,  to  catch  the  frofl:, 
and  none  had  been  fince  brc  -  to  this  place.  There 
is  not  the  lead  doubt  but  the  i  '!  ■  ould  be  very  produc- 
tive, if  a  proper  attention  v\ .  ^^^iven  to  its  preparation'. 
In  the  fall  of  the  year  1787,  when  I  firfl:  arrived  at 
AthnWnl'ca,  Mr.  Pond  was  fettled  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
Elk  River,  wliere  he  remained  for  three  years,  and  had 
formed  as  fine  a  kitchen  garden  as  I  ever  faw  in   Canada. 

In  addition  to  the  wood  wliich  flourillied  below  the 
fall,  thefe  banks  produce  the  cyprefs  tree,  arrow- wood, 
and  the  thorn.  On  either  ilde  of  the  river,  though  invi- 
fihle  from  it,  are  extenfive  plains,  wliich  abound  in  buf- 
faloes, elks,  wolves,  foxes,  and  bears.  At  a  confiderable 
diflancc  to  the  Welhvard,  is  an  immenfe  ridge  of  high 
]and  or  mountains,  which  take  an  oblique  clirt;'(5\ion  from 
below  the  falls,  and  are  inhabited  by  great  numbers  of 
deer,  which  are  feldom  diflurbed,  but  when  the  Indians 
go  to  hunt  the  beaver  in  thofe  parts,  and,  being  tired 
of  the  flefli  of  the  latter,  vary  their  food  with  that  of 
the  former.  This  riJge  bears  the  name  of  the  Deer 
Mountain.  Oppofite  to  our  prelent  fjtuation,  are  beau- 
tiful meadows,  with  various  animals  grazing  on  them, 
and  groves  of   poplars    irregularly  fcattcred   over  them. 


*/ 


My  tent  was  no  fooner  pitched,  than  I  fummoned 
the  Indians  togetlier,  and  gave  each  of  them  about  four 
inches  of  Brazil  tobacco,  a  dram  of  fpirits,  and  lighted 
the  pipe.  As  they  had  been  very  troubleibme  to  my 
predeccfiTor,  I  informed  them  that  I  had  heard  of  their 
mifrondudl,  and  was  come  among  them  to  inquire  mto 
the  truth  of  it.  I  added  alfo  that  it  would  be  an  eftab- 
liilied     rule    with   me  to   treat  them    with    kindnefs.   If 
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their  behaviour  fliould  be  fuch  as  to  deferve  it  ;  hnt, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  fliould  be  equally  fevere  if  they 
failed  in  thofe  returns  which  I  had  a  right  to  expeil  fiom 
them.  I  tlien  prefented  them  with  a  quantity  of  rum, 
which  I  recommended  to  be  ufed  with  difcretion,  and 
added  feme  tobacco,  as  a  token  of  peace.  They,  in  re- 
turn, made  mc  the  faireft  promifes ;  and,  having  cxr 
prefled  tlic  pride  they  felt  on  beholding  me  in  their 
country,  took  their   leave.    ' 

I  now  proceeded  to  examine  my  fituation  ;  and  it  was 
with  great  fatisfaftion  1  obferved  that  the  two  men  who  had 
been  fent  hither  fome  time  before  us,  to  cut  and  fquare 
timber  for  our  future  operarionsy  had  employed  the 
intervening  period  with  aflivity  and  Hull.  They  had 
formed  a  fufficient  quantity  of  pallifades  of  eighteen 
feet  long,  and  (even  inches  in  diameter,  to  inclofe  a 
fquare  fpot  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  ;  tbey  had 
alfo  dug  a  ditch  of  three  feet  deep  to  receive  them;  and 
had  prepared  timber,  planks,  6cc.  for  the  credlion  of  a 
houfe, 

T  was,  however,  fo  much  occupied  in  fettling  matters 
with  the  Indians,  and  equipping  them  for  their  winter 
hunting,  that  I  could  not  give  my  attention  to  any  other 
objc6l,  till  the  7th,  when  1  fet  all  h.mds  at  work  to 
coiUbudl  the  fort,  build  the  houfe,  and  form  flore-houfes. 
On  the  preceding  day  the  liver  btg.ui  to  run  with  ice, 
which  wc  call  the  lafl:  of  the  navigatij.i.  On  the  ii'h 
we  had  a  South -Well:  wind,  with  Inow.  On  the  i6'li 
t)  e  ice  (lopped  in  the  other  foik,  which  was  not  above 
-I  league  from  us,  acrofs  the  Intervening  neck  of  land. 
The  water   ia  this    branch   continued  to   flow  till   the 
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2  2d,  when  it  was  arrefted  alfo  by  the  froft,  fo  that 
we  had  a  paflage  acrofs  the  river,  which  would  laft  to  the 
latter  end  of  the  fucceeding  April.  This  was  a  fortunate 
circumftance,  as  we  depended  for  our  fupport  upon  what 
the  hunters  could  provide  for  us,  and  they  had  been 
prevented  by  the  running  of  the  ice  from  crofling  the 
river.  They  now,  however,  very  fliortiy  procured  us  as 
much  freih  meat  as  we  recjuired,  though  it  was  for  fome 
time  a  toilfome  bufinefs  to  my  people,  for  as  there  was 
not  yet  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fnow  to  run  fledges,  they 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  loading  themfelves  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  chafe,  * 

On  the  27th  the  froft  was  fo  fevere  that  the  axes  of* 
the  workmen  became  almofl  as  brittle  as  glafs*  The 
weather  was  very  various  until  the  2d  of  December, 
when  my  Farenheit's  thermometer  was  injured  by  an 
accident,  which  rendered  it  altogether  ufelefs.  The 
following  table,  therefore,  from  the  i6th  of  November,  to 
this  unfortunate  circumftance,  is  the  only  corredl  account 
of  the  weather  which  I  can  ofFer» 
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In  tliis  fituation,  removed  from  all  thofe  ready  aids 
which  add  (o  much  to  the  comfort,  and  indeed  is  a 
principal  charadleriftic  of  civilifcd  Hfe,  I  was  under  the 
necefTity  of  employing  my  judgment  and  experience  in 
acceffory  circumllances,  hy  no  means  conne6ted  with 
the  habits  of  my  hfe,  or  the  enterprife  in  which  I  was  im- 
niediately  engaged.  I  was  now  among  a  people  who 
had  no  knowledge  whatever  of  remedial  application  to 
thofe  diforders  and  accidents  to  which  man  is  liable  in 
every  part  of  the  globe,  in  the  dillant  wildernefs,  as  in 
the  peopled  city.  They  liad  not  the  leaft  acquaintance 
with  that  primitive  medicine  which  confifts  in  an  expe- 
rience of  the  healing  virtues  of  herbs  and  plants,  and  is 
frequently  found  among  uncivilifed  and  favage  nations. 
This  circumftance  now  obliged  me  to  be  their  phyfician 
and  furgeon,  as  a  woman  with  a  fwelled  breail,  which 
had  been  lacerated  with  flint  ftones  for  the  cure  of  it, 
prefented  herfelf  to  my  attention,  and  by  cleanlinefs, 
poultices,  and  healing  falve,  I  fucceeded  in  producin;; 
a  cure.  One  of  my  people  alfo,  who  was  at  work  in. 
the  woods,  was  attacked  with  a  fudden  pain  near  the 
firft  jomt  of  his  thumb,  which  difabled  him  from  hold- 
ing an  axe.  On  examining  his  arm,  1  was  afloniihed 
to  find  a  narrow  red  ftripe,  about  half  an  inch  wide, 
from  his  thumb  to  his  flioulder  ;  the  pain  was  violent, 
and  accompanied  with  chillmefs  and  fliivering.  This 
was  a  cafe  that  appeared  to  be  beyond  my  fkill,  but  it 
was  neceflary  to  do  fomething  towards  relieving  the 
niind  of  the  patient,  though  I  might  be  unfuccefsful  in 
removing  his  complaint.  I  accordingly  prepared  a  kind 
of  volatile  liniment  of  rum  and  foap,  with  with  I  or- 
dered his  arm  to  be  rubbed,  but  with  little  or  no  efFedt. 
He  was  in  a  raving  (late  throughout  the  night ,  and  the 
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red  ftripe  not  only  increafed,  but  was  alfo  accompanied 
with  the  appearance  of  feveral  blotches  on  his  body ,  and 
pains  in  his  ftomach  :  the  propriety  of  taking  fome  blood 
from  him  now  occurred  to  me,  and  I  ventured,  from 
abfolutc  neceffity,  to  perform  that  operation  for  the  firfl: 
time,  and  with  an  effect  that  jufliificd  the  treatment.  The 
following  night  afforded  him  reft,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
he  regained  his  former  health  and  avSlivity. 

I  was  very  much  furprifed  on  walking  in  the  woods 
at  fuch  an  inclement  period  of  the  year,  to  be  faluted 
with  the  finging  of  birds,  while  they  feemed  by  their 
vivacity  to  be  actuated  by  the  invigorating  power  of  a 
more  gt^nial  feafon.  Of  thefc  birds  the  male  was  fome- 
tiiing  lefs  than  the  robin;  part  of  his  body  is  of  a  delicate 
•fawn  colour,  and  his  neck,  brcail,  and  belly,  cf  a  deep 
fcarlet  ;  the  wings  are  black,  edged  wiili  fawn  colour, 
and  two  white  ftripes  running  acrols  them  ;  the  tad  is 
variegated,  and  the  head  crowned  with  a  tuft.  The  fe- 
male is  fmaller  than  the  male,  and  of  a  fawn  colour 
throughout,  except  on  the  neck,  which  is  enlivened  by 
an  hue  ofglofTy  yellow.  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  are 
conftant  inhabitants  of  this  climate,  as  well  as  fomo 
other  fmall  birds  which  we  faw,  of  a  grey  colour. 
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1792.  December  23. 

Jl  THIS  (by  removed  from  the  tent  into  the  houfc 
which  had  been  erc6ted  for  me,  and  fet  all  the  men  to 
begin  the  buildings  intended  for  their  own  habitation. 
Materials  fufficient  to  eredl  a  range  of  five  houfes  for  them, 
of  about  feventeen  by  twelve  feet,  were  already  collected. 
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I  would  be  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  milder  cli- 
juatc  as  a  great  evil,  to  be  e-  pofed  to  the  weather  at 
this  rip;oroiis  feafon  of  the  year,  but  thefe  people  are 
inured  to  it,  and  it  is  necefTarv  to  dcfcribe  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  Inrdfliips  which  thcv  undergo  without  a  mur- 
mur, in  order  to  convey  a  general  notion  of  them. 

The  men  who  were  now  with  me,  left  this  place  in 
the  bcginninjB;  of  lafl  May,  and  went  to  the  Rainy  Lake 
in  canoes,  laden  with  packs  of  fur,  which,  from  the 
immenfe  length  of  the  voyage,  and  other  concurring 
circuniflances,  is  a  moft  fevere  trial  of  patience  and  per- 
feverance  :  there  thev  do  not  remain  a  fufficicnt  time 
for  ordinary  repofe,  when  they  take  a  load  of  goods  in 
exchange,  atul  proceed  on  their  return,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  day  and  night.  They  had  been  arrived  near  two 
months,  and,  all  that  time,  had  been  continually  en- 
gaged in  very  toilfome  labour,  with  nothing  more  than 
a  common  flicd  to  prote6l  them  from  the  froft  and 
fnow.  Such  is  the  life  which  thefe  people  lead  ;  and  is 
continued  with  unremitting  exertion,  till  their  ftrength 
is  loft  in  premature  old  age. 

The  Canadians  remarked,  that  the  weather  we  had  on 
the  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  this  month,  denoted  fuch 
as  we  might  expert  in  the  three  fucceeding  months. 
On  the  29111,  the  wind  being  at  North -Eaft,  and  the 
weather  calm  and  cloudy,  a  rumbling  noife  was  heard 
in  the  air  like  diftant  thunder,  when  the  fky  cleared 
away  in  the  South- Weft;  from  whence  there  blew  a 
perfe6l  hurricane,  which  hfted  till  eight.  Soon  after 
it  commenced,  the  atmofphere  became  fo  warm  that  it 
diflblved  all  the  fnow  on  the  ground ;  even  the  ice  was 

covered 
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covercd  with  water,  and  liad  the  fame  appearance  aj 
when  it  is  breaking  up  in  the  fpring.  From  eight  to 
nine  the  weather  became  calm,  but  immediately  after  a 
wind  arofe  from  the  North-Eaft  with  equal  violence, 
with  clouds,  rain,  and  hail,  which  continued  throughout 
the  night  and  till  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  when  it 
turned  to  fnow.  One  of  the  people  who  wintered  at 
Fort  Dauphin  in  the  year  1780,  when  the  fmali-pox 
firfl:  appeared  there,  informed  me,  that-  the  weather 
there  was  of  a  fimilar  dcfcription. 

f January  i.)  On  the  firfl  day  of  January,  my  people, 
in  conformity  with  the  ufual  cuftom,  awoke  me  at  the 
break  of  day  with  the  difcharge  of  fire-arms,  with  which 
they  congratulated  the  appearance  of  the  new  year.  In 
return,  they  were  treated  with  plenty  of  fpirits,  and 
when  there  is  any  flour,  cakes  are  always  added  to  their 
regales,  which  was  the  cafe  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

On  my  arrival  here  laft  fall,  I  found  that  one  of  the 
young  Indians  had  loft  the  ufe  of  his  right  hand  by  the 
burfting  of  a  gun,  and  that  his  thumb  had  been  maimed 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  hang  only  by  a  fmall  ftrip  of 
flefli.  Indeed,  when  he  was  brought  to  me,  his  wound 
was  in  fuch  an  oftenfive  ftate,  and  emitted  fuch  a  putrid 
fmell,  that  it  required  all  the  refolution  1  poffeffed  to 
examine  it.  His  friends  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  relieve  him  ;  but  as  it  confifted  only  in  finging 
about  him,  and  blowing  upon  his  hand,  the  wound,  as 
may  be  well  imagined,  had  got  into  the  deplorable  ftate 
in  which  I  found  it.  I  was  rather  alarmed  at  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  cafe,  but  as  the  young  man's  life  was  in 
a  ftate  of  hazard,   I  was  determined  to  rilk  my  furgical 

reputation. 
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reputation,  and  accordingly  took  him  under  my  care. 
I  immediately  formed  a  poultice  of  bark,  (lripi>ed  from 
the  roots  of  the  fpruce  lir,  which  I  applied  to  the  wound, 
having  firft  waflied  it  with  the  juice  of  the  bark:  this 
proved  a  very  painful  drefling:  in  a  few  days,  however, 
the  wound  was  clean,  and  the  proud  flefli  around  it 
deftroyed.  I  wiHied  very  much  in  this  (late  of  the 
bufinefs  to  have  feparated  the  thumb  from  the  hand, 
which  I  well  knew  muft  be  efFe(5led  before  the  cure 
could  be  performed ;  but  he  would  not  confent  to  that 
operation,  till,  by  the  application  of  vitriol,  the  flefli  by 
which  the  thumb  was  fufpendcd  was  llirivelled  almoft 
to  a  thread.  When  I  had  fucceeded  in  this  cbjedi,  I 
perceived  that  the  wound  was  clofmg  rather  fafter  than 
I  defired.  The  falve  I  applied  on  the  occafion  was  made 
of  the  Canadian  balfam,  wax,  and  tallow  dropped  from 
a  burning  candle  into  water.  In  (liort,  I  was  fo  fuc- 
ccfsful,  that  about  Chriftmas  my  patient  engaged  in  a 
hunting  party,  and  brought  me  the  tongue  of  an  elk: 
nor  was  he  finally  ungrateful.  When  he  left  me,  I 
received  the  warmell  acknowledir<"mcnts,  both  from 
himlelf  and  his  relations,  with  whom  he  departed,  for 
my  care  of  him.  1  certainly  did  not  fpare  my  time  or 
\  attention  on  the  occafion,  as  I  regularly  drefTcd  his 
wound  three  limes  a  day,  during  the  courfe  of  a 
month. 

On  the  5th  in  the  morning,  the  weather  was  calm, 
clear,  and  very  cold;  the  wind  blew  from  the  South- 
Weft,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  it  began  to 
thaw,  I  had  already  obferved  at  Athabafca,  that  this 
wind  never  failed  to  bring  us  clear  mild  weather,  whereas, 
when  it  blew  from  the  oppofite  quarter,   it  produced 

fnow. 
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fnow.  Here  It  is  much  more  perceptible,  for  if  it  blows 
hard  South- Weft  for  four  hours,  a  thaw  is  the  con- 
fequencc,  and  if  the  wind  is  at  North-Eaft,  it  brings 
fleet  and  fnow.  To  this  caufe  it  may  be  attributed,  that 
there  is  now  fo  little  fnow  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Thefe  warm  winds  come  off  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which 
cannot,  in  a  dire6l  line,  be  very  far  from  us  ;  the 
diftance  being  fo  fliort,  that  though  they  pafs  over 
mountains  covered  with  fnow,  there  is  not  time  for 
them  to  cool. 

There  being  feveral  of  the  natives  at  the  houfe  at 
this  time,  one  of  them,  who  had  received  an  account 
of  the  death  of  his  father,  proceeded  in  filence  to  his 
lodge,  and  began  to  fire  off  his  gun.  As  it  was  night, 
and  fuch  a  noife  being  fo  uncommon  at  fuch  an  hour, 
efpecially  when  it  was  fo  often  repeated,  I  fent  my 
interpreter  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  it,  when  he 
was  informed  by  the  man  himfelf,  that  this  was  a 
common  cuftom  with  them  on  the  death  of  a  near 
relation,  and  was  a  warning  to  their  friends  not  to 
approach,  or  intrude  upon  them,  as^  they  were,  in 
confequence  of  their  lofs,  become  carelefs  of  life.  The 
chief,  to  whom  the  deceafed  perfon  was  alfo  related, 
appeared  with  his  war-cap  on  his  head,  which  is  only 
worn  on  thefe  folemn  occafions,  or  when  preparing  for 
battle,  and  confirmed  to  me  this  fingular  cuftom  of 
firing  guns,  in  order  to  exprefs  their  grief  for  the  death 
of  relations  and  friends.*     The  women  alone  indulge  in 

tears 

*  When  they  are  drinking  together,  they  frequently  prefent 
their  guns  to  each  other,  when  any  of  the  parties  have  not 
©thtr  means  of  procuring  rum.     On  fuch  an  occafion  they 
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tears  on  fuch  occafions,  the  men  confidering  it  as  a  mark 
of  pufillanimity  and  a  want  of  fortitude  to  betray  any 
perfonal  tokens  of  fcnfibility  or  forrow. 

Tlie  Indians  informed  me,  that  they  had  been  to  hunt 

at  a  large   lake,   called  by  the   Knifteneaux,  the  Slave 

Lake,  which  derived  its  name  from  that  of  its  original 

inhabitants,  who  were  called  Slaves.     They  reprefented 

it  as  a  large  body  of  water,  and  that  it  lies  about  one 

hundred  and  twenty  miles  due  Eafl  from  this  place.     It 

is  well  known  to  the  Knifteneaux,  who  are  among  the 

inhabitants  of  the  plains  on  the  banks  of  the  Safkatchi- 

wine  river ;    for  formerly,  when  they  ufed  to  come  to 

make  war  in  this  country,  they  came  in  their  canoes  to 

that  lake,  and  left  them  there;  from  thence  there  is  a 

beaten  path  all  the  way  to  the  Fork,  or  Eall  branch  of 

this  river,  which  was  their  war- road. 

'  (January  10.)  Among  the  people  who  were  nov? 
here,  there  were  two  Rocky  Mountain  Indians,  who 
declared,  that  the  people  to  whom  we  had  given  that 
denommation,  are  by  no  means  entitled  to  it,  and  that 
their  country  has  ever  been  in  the  vicmity  of  our  prefent 
fituation.  They  faid,  in  fupport  of  their  affertion,  that 
thefe  people  were  entirely  ignorant  of  thofe  parts  which 
are  adjacent  to  the  mountain,  as  well  as  the  navigation  of 
the  river ;  hat  the  Beaver  Indians  had  grtatly  encroached 
upon  them,  and  woulil  foon  force  them  to  retire  to  the 
foot  of  thefe  mountains.  They  reprefented  themfelves 
as  the  only  real  natives  of  that  country  then  with  me ; 

always  difcharge  their  pieces,  as  a  proof,  I  imagine,  of  their 
being  in  good  order,  and  to  determine  the  quantity  of  liquor 
tliey  may  propofe  to  get  in  exchange  for  them. 
Vol.  II.  D  and 
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and  added,  that  ihe  country,  and  that  part  of  the  river 
that  intervenes  bttwecn  this  place  and  the  mountains, 
bear  much  the  fame  appearance  as  that  around  us  ;  that 
the  former  abounds  with  animals,  but  that  the  courfe  of 
the  latter  is  interrupted,  near  and  in  the  mountains,  by 
fucceflTive  rapids  and  confiderable  falls.  Thcfe  men  alfo 
infoimed  me,  that  there  is  another  great  river  towards 
the  mid  day  fun,  whole  current  luns  in  that  dire6lion, 
and  that  the  di (lance  from  it  is  not  great  acrofs  the 
mountains. 


The  natives  brought  me  plenty  of  furs.  The  fmall 
quantity  of  fnow,  at  this  time,  was  particularly  favourable 
for  hunting  the  beaver,  as  from  this  ciicumftance,  thofe 
animals  could,  with  the  greater  facility,  be  retraced  from 
their  Jodges  to  their  lurking-places. 

On  the  12th  our  hunter  arrived,  having  left  his  mo* 
ther-in-law,  who  was  lately  become  a  widow  with  three 
fmall  children,  and  in  actual  labour  of  a  fourth.  Her 
daughter  related  this  circumftance  to  the  women  here, 
without  the  lead  appearance  of  concern,  though  flie 
reprefented  her  as  in  a  ftate  of  great  danger,  which  pro- 
bnt>!y  might  proceed  from  her  being  abandoned  in  this 
unnatural  manner ;  at  the  fame  time  without  any  ap- 
parent confcoufnefs  of  her  own  barbarous  negligence  : 
if  the  poor  abandoned  woman  fhould  die,  flie  would  mod 
piob^blv  h.ment  her  with  great  outcries,  and,  perhaps, 
cut  off  one  or  two  joints  of  her  fingers  as  tokens  of  her 
grief.  The  Indians,  indeed,  confider  the  ftate  of  a 
woman  in  labour  as  among  the  moft  trifling  occur- 
rences of  corporal  pain  to  which  human  nature  is 
fubjcdt,  and   they  may  be,  in   fome   meafure,  juft  fitd 
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in  this  apparent  infenfihilitv  fom  the  circumftances  of 
that  fituation  among  themfelves.  Ir  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  in  the  hafty  removal  of  their  camps  from 
one  pofition  to  another,  for  a  woman  to  be  taken  in 
labour,  to  deliver  herfclf  in  her  way,  without  any  aiTUlance 
or  notice  from  her  aflbciates  in  the  journey,  and  to 
overtake  them  before  they  complete  the  arrangements 
of  their  evening  ftation,  with  her  new- bom  babe  on  her 
back. 

a 

w- 

.  I  was  this  morning  threatened  with  a  very  n'^pleaOint 
event,  which,  however,  I  was  fortunately  enab'ed  to 
control.  Two  young  Indians  being  engaged  in  one  of 
their  games,  a  dif;.ute  enfued,  which  rofe  to  fuch  an 
heighr,  that  they  drew  theii  knives,  and  if  I  had  not 
happened  to  have  appeared,  they  woijld,  1  doubt  not, 
have  employed  them  to  very  bloody  purpofes.  So 
violent  was  their  rage,  that  after  I  h  d  turne  1  them 
both  out  of  the  houfe,  and  fevcrely  reprimanded  rh(  m, 
they  flood  in  the  foit  for  at  leaft  half  an  hour,  looking 
at  each  other  with  a  moll  vindidlive  afpe£l,  and  in  fuilcn 
filence. 

The  gnme  which  produced  this  flate  of  bitter  enmity, 
is  called  that  of  the  Platter,  from  a  principal  aiticle  of 
it.     The  Indians  play  at  it  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  inflrumcnts  of  it  confift  of  a  platter,  or  d  (h, 
made  of  wood  or  bark,  and  fix  round,  or  fquare,  but 
flat  pieces  of  metal,  wood,  or  ftone,  whofe  fides  or 
furfaces  are  of  different  colours,  Thefe  are  put  into 
the  difli,  and  after  being  for  fome  time  (hiken  together, 
are  thrown  into  the  air,  and  received  again  in  the  difli 

D  2  with 
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with  confiderable  dexterity ;  ^i^hen,  by  the  number  that 
arc  turned  up  of  the  fame  mark  or  colour,  the  game 
is  regulated.  If  there  Hiould  he  equal  numbers,  the 
throws  is  not  reckoned;  if  two  or  four,  the  platter 
changes  hands. 


mt 


On  the  I3^h,  one  of  thefc  people  came  to  me,  and 
prefented  in  himfelf  a  curious  example  of  Indian  fu- 
perftiiion.  He  requeued  me  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
remedy  that  might  be  applied  to  the  joints  of  his  legs 
and  thighs,  of  which  he  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft 
the  ufe  for  five  winters.  This  affliiSlion  he  attributed 
to  his  cruelty  about  that  time,  when  having  found  a 
wolf  with  two  whelps  in  an  old  Beaver  lodge,  he  fet 
fire  to  it  and  confumed  them. 

The  winter  had  been  fo  mild,  that  the  fwans  had 
but  lately  left  us,  and  at  this  advanced  period  there  was 
very  little  fnow  on  the  ground:  it  was,  however,  at 
this  time  a  foot  and  a  half  in  depth,  in  the  environs  of 
the  eftablifhment  below  this,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of 
about  feventy  leagues,  * 


On  the  28th  the  Indians  were  now  employed  in 
making  their  fnow-flioes,  as  the  fnow  had  not  hitherto 
fallen  in  fufficient  quantity  to  render  them  neceflary, 

(  February  2.  )  The  weather  now  became  very  cold, 
and  it  froze  fo  hard  in  the  night  that  my  watch  flop- 
ped ;  a  circumftance  that  had  never  happened  to  this 
watch  fince  my  refidence  in  the  country. 

There 
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There  was  a  lodge  of  Indians  here,  who  were  abfo- 
luteiy  ftarving  with  cold  and  hunger.  They  had  lately 
loft  a  near  relation,  and  had,  according  to  cuftom, 
thrown  away  every  thing  belonging  to  them,  and  even 
exchanged  the  few  articles  of  raiment  which  they  pof- 
fefled,  in  order,  as  I  prefumc,  to  get  rid  of  every  thing 
that  may  bring  the  deceafed  to  their  remembrance.  They 
alfo  deftroy  every  thing  belonging  to  any  deceafed  pcr- 
fon,  except  what  they  confign  to  the  grave  with  the 
late  owner  of  them.  We  had  fome  difficulty  to  make 
them  comprehend  that  the  debts  of  a  man  who  dies 
(hould  be  difchatged,  if  he  left  any  furs  behind  him: 
but  thofe  who  underftand  this  principle  of  juftice,  and 
profefs  to  adhere  to  it,  never  fail  to  prevent  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  fkins  beyond  fuch  as  may  be  neceffary 
to  fatisfy  the  debts  of  their  dead  relation. 

On  the  8th  I  had  an  obfervation  for  the  longitude. 

.In  the  courfe  of  this  day   one  of  my  men,  who  had 

been  fome  time  with  the  Indians,  came  to  inform  me 

that  one  of  them  had  threatened  to  ftab  him;   and  on 

:,  his  preferring  a  complaint  to  the  man  with  whom  he 

now  lived,   and  to  whom   I   had  given  him  in  charge, 

he  replied,    that  he   had   been    very  imprudent  to  play 

and  quarrel  with   the  young  Indians  out  of  his  lodge, 

)  where  no   one   would  dare  to  come  and  quarrel  with 

*  him;    but  that  if  he  had  loft  his  life  where  he  had  been, 

'/it  would  have  been  the  confequence  of  his  own  folly. 

Thus,  even  among  thefe  children  of  nature,  it  appears 

that  a  man's  houfe  is  his  caftle,    wher«  the  protei^ion  of 

hofpitality  is  rigidly  maintained. 

The  hard  froft  which  had  prevailed  from  the  begin- 
ning of  February  continued  to  the  i6th  of  March,  when 

the 
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the  wind   blowing  fiom  the   South- Weft,   tlie  weather 
became  mild. 

On  the  2 2d  a  wolf  was  fo  bold  as  to  venture  among 
the  Indian  lodges,  and  was  very  near  carrying  off  a 
child. 

I  had  another  obfervation  of  Jupiter  and  his  fatellites 
for  the  longitude.  On  the  13th  fome  geefe  were  feen, 
and  thefe  birds  are  always  confidered  as  the  harbingers 
of  fpring.  On  the  ift  of  April  my  hunters  (hot  five 
of  them.  This  was  a  much  earlier  period  than  I  ever 
remember  to  have  obiervtd  the  vifits  of  wild  fowl  in 
this  part  of  the  woild.  The  weather  had  been  mild 
for  the  laft  fortnight,  and  there  was  z.  promife  of  its 
continuance.  On  the  5th  the  fnow  had  entirely  difap-« 
peared. 

At  half  pad  four  this  morning,  T  was  awakened  to 
be  informed  that  an  Indian  had  been  killed.  I  accor-. 
dingly  hallened  to  the  camp,  where  I  found  two  women 
employed  in  rolling  up  the  dead  body  of  a  mm,  called 
the  White  Partridge,  in  a  beaver  robe,  wh  ch  I  had 
lent  him.  He  had  received  four  mortal  wounds  fiom 
a  dagger,  two  wiihin  the  collar  bone,  one  in  the  left 
breaft,  and  another  in  the  fmall  of  the  back,  w  th  two 
cuts  acrofs  his  head.  The  murderer,  who  had  been  my 
hunter  throughout  the  winter,  had  fled;  and  it  was 
pretended  that  feveral  relations  of  the  deceafed  were 
gone  in  purfuit  of  him.  The  hillory  of  this  unfortu- 
nate event  is  as  follows:— 

Thefe  two   men  had  been   comrades  for  four  years; 
the  murdeier  had  three  wives,   and  the  young  man  who 
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was  killed,  bfcoming  enamoured  of  one  of  them,  the 
hiifband  confenttd  to  yield  her  to  him,  wiih  the  referved 
powvr  of  claiming  her  as  his  property,  when  it  (hould 
be  his  pleafure.  This  connedlion  was  uninterrupted  for 
near  three  years,  when,  whimfical  as  it  may  appear,  the 
hi<(band  became  jealous,  and  the  public  amour  was 
fufpendcd.  1  he  parties,  however,  made  their  private 
aflignations,  which  caufcd  the  woman  to  be  fo  ill  treated 
by  her  hufband,  that  the  paramour  was  dciei mined  to 
take  lu  r  away  by  force  ;  and  this  projf£l  ended  in  hij 
death.  This  is  a  very  common  practice  among  the 
Indians,  and  generally  term  nates  in  very  ferious  and  fatal 
quarrels.  In  confe^uence  of  this  event,  all  the  Indians 
went  away  in  great  apparent  hurry  and  confufion,  and 
in  the  evening  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  feen  about 
the  fort. 

The  Beaver  and  Rocky  Mountain  Indians,  who  traded 
with  us  in  this  river,  did  not  exceed  an  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  two  thirds  of  whom  call 
thcmlelves  Beaver  Indians.  The  latter  d  ffcr  only  from 
the  former,  as  they  have  more  or  lefs  imbibed  the  cufloms 
and  manners  of  the  Knifteneaux.  As  I  have  already 
obferved,  they  are  pnflionately  fond  of  liquor,  and  in  the 
moments  of  their  feftivity  will  barter  any  thing  they  have 
in  their  poffeffion  for  it. 

r 

Though  the  Beaver  Indians  made  their  peace  with  the 
Knifteneaux  at  Peace  Point,  as  alieady  mentioned,  yet 
they  did  not  fecure  a  ftate  of  amity  from  others  of  the 
fame  nation,  who  had  driven  away  the  natives  of  the 
Safkntchivvine  and  MifTinipy  Rivers,  and  jomed  at  the 
head  water  of  the  latter,  called  the  Beaver  River ;  from 

thenc3 
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ihence  ihey  proceeded  Weft  by  the  Slave  Lake  juft 
defcribed,  on  their  war  excurfions,  which  they  often 
repeated,  even  till  the  Beaver  Indians  had  procured  arms, 
which  was  in  the  year  1782.  If  it  fo  happened  that  they 
miffed  them,  they  proceeded  Weftward  till  they  were 
certain  of  wreaking  their  vengeance  on  ihofe  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain,  who  being  without  arms,  became  an 
cafy  prey  to  their  blind  and  lavage  fury.  All  the 
European  articles  they  poffeifcd,  previous  to  the  year 
1780,  were  obtq^ned  from  the  Knifteneaux  and  Chc- 
pewyans,  who  brought  them  from  Fort  ChurchJI,  and 
for  which  they  were  made  to  pay  an  extravagant 
price. 


As  late  as  the  year  1786,  when  the  fir  ft  traders  from 
Canada  arrived  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  the  natives 
employed  bows  and  fnares,  but  at  prefent  very  little  ufe 
is  made  of  the  former,  and  the  latter  are  no  longer 
known.  They  ftill  entertain  a  great  dread  of  their 
natural  enemies,  but  they  are  fince  become  fo  well 
armed,  that  the  others  now  call  them  their  allies.  The 
men  are  in  general  of  a  comely  appearance,  and  fond  of 
perfonal  decoration.  The  women  are  of  a  contrary 
difpofition,  and  the  flaves  of  the  men :  in  common  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes,  polygamy  is  allowed  among  them. 
Thev  are  very  fubje£t  to  jealoufy,  and  fatal  confequences 
frequejitly  refult  from  the  indulgence  of  that  paftion. 
But  notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and  ftverity  which  is 
exercifed  by  the  huflaand,  it  feldom  happens  thai  a  woman 
is  without  her  favourite,  who,  in  the  abfeiice  of  the 
hiift)and,  exa£ls  the  fame  fubmifljon,  and  pradlilcs  the 
fame  tyranny.  And  fo  premature  is  the  tender  paflir.n, 
that  it  is  fometimes  i^iiown  to  invigorate  fo  early  a  period 
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bf  life  as  the  age  of  eleven  or  twelve  years.  The  women 
are  not  very  prolific  ;  a  circumftance  which  may  be 
attributed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  hardihips  that  they 
CufFer,  for  except  a  few  fmall  dogs,  they  alone  perform 
that  labour  which  is  allotted  to  beads  of  burthen  in  other 
rountries.  It  is  not  uncommon,  while  the  men  carry 
liothing  but  a  gun,  that  their  wives  and  daughters  folIow^ 
with  fuch  weighty  burdens,  that  if  they  lay  them  down 
they  cannot  replace  them,  and  that  is  a  kmdnefs  which 
the  men  will  not  deign  to  perform  ;  fo  that  during  their 
journeys  they  are  frequently  obliged  to  lean  againft  a 
tree,  for  a  fmall  portion  of  temporary  relief.  When  they 
arrive  at  the  place  which  their  tyrants  have  chofen  for 
their  encampment,  they  arrange  the  whole  in  a  few 
minutes,  by  /orming  a  curve  of  poles,  meeting  at  the 
top,  and  expanding  into  circles  of  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
diameter  at  the  bottom,  covered  with  drefled  fkins  of  the 
inoofe  fewed  together.  During  thefe  preparations,  the 
men  fit  down  quietly  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  pipes, 
if  they  happen  to  have  any  tobacco.  But  notwithftanding 
this  abject  ftate  of  flavery  and  fubmiiTion,  the  women 
have  a  confiderable  influence  on  the  opinion  of  the  men 
in  every  thing,  except  their  own  domeftic  fituation. 

Thefe  Indians  are  excellent  hunters,  and  their  exercife 
in  that  capacity  is  fo  violent  as  to  reduce  them  in  general 
to  a  very  meagre  appearance.  Their  religion  is  of  a 
very  contradled  nature,  and  I  never  witneflTed  any  cere- 
mony of  devotion  which  they  had  not  borrowed  from 
the  Knifteneaux,  their  feafts  and  fafts  being  in  imitation 
of  that  people.  They  are  more  vicious  and  warlike  than 
the  Chepewyans,  from  whence  they  fprang,  though  they 
ijlo  not  poffefs  their  felfiflinefs ;  for  while  they  have  the 
J    Vol.  II,  E  means 
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means  of  purchafing  their  neceflaries,  they  are  liberal 
and  generous,  but  when  thofe  are  exhaudetl  tl  py  become 
errant  beggars ;  they  are,  however,  remarkable  for  their 
honcfly,  for  in  the  whole  tribe  there  were  only  two 
Women  and  a  man  who  had  been  known  to  have  fwerved 
from  that  virtue,  and  they  were  confidered  as  obje£^s  of 
difregard  and  reprobation.  They  are  afflidted  with  but 
few  dtfeafes,  and  their  only  remedies  confifl  in  binding 
the  temples,  procuring  perfpiration,  fmgiiig,  and  blowing 
on  the  fick  perfon,  or  afFedted  part.  When  death  over- 
takes any  of  them,  their  property,  as  I  have  before 
obferved,  is  facrificed  and  deAroyed ;  nor  is  there  any 
failure  of  lamentation  or  mourning  on  fuch  occafion : 
they  who  are  more  nearly  related  to  the  departed  perfon, 
black  their  faces,  and  fometimcs  cut  off  their  hair;  they 
alfo  pierce  their  arms  with  knives  and  arrows.  The 
grief  of  the  females  is  carried  to  a  flill  greater  excefs; 
they  not  only  cut  their  hair,  and  cry  and  howl,  but  they 
will  fometimes,  with  the  utmoft  deliberation,  employ 
fome  fharp  indrument  to  feparate  the  nail  from  the 
finger,  and  then  force  back  the  flefli  beyond  the  firft 
joint,  which  they  immediately  amputate.  But  this  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  afflidtion  is  only  difplayed  on  the 
death  of  a  favourite  fon,  an  hufband,  or  a  father.  Many 
of  the  old  women  have  fo  often  repeated  this  ceremony, 
that  they  have  not  a  complete  finger  remaining  on  either 
hand.  The  women  renew  their  lamentations  at  the 
graves  of  their  departed  relatives  for  a  long  fucceflion  of 
years.  They  appear,  in  common  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes,  to  be  very  fond  of  their  children,  but  they  are  as 
carclefs  in  their  mode  of  fwadling  them  in  their  infant 
(late,  as  they  are  of  their  own  drefs :  the  child  is  laid 
down  on  a  board,  of  about  two  feet  long,  covered  with 
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a  bed  of  mofs,  to  which  it  is  faOened  by  bandages,  the 
mofs  being  changed  as  often  as  the  occafion  requires. 
The  chief  of  the  nation  had  no  icfs  than  nine  wives,  and 
children  in  proportion.  * 

When  traders  firft  appeared  among  thefe  people,  the 
Canadians  weie  treated  with  the  utmoft  hofpitality  and 
attention ;  but  they  have,  by  their  fubfequent  condu6V, 
taught  the  natives  to  withdraw  that  refpeft  from  them, 
and  fometimes  to  treat  them  with  indignity.  They  differ 
very  much  from  the  Chepewyans  and  Knifleneaux,  in 
the  abhorrence  they  profefs  of  any  carnal  communication 
between  their  women  and  the  white  people.  They  carry 
their  love  of  gaming  to  excefs ;  they  will  purfue  it  for  a 
fucceffion  of  days  and  nights,  and  no  apprehenflon  of 
ruin,  nor  influence  of  domeftic  afFe(Slion,  will  reflrain 
them  from  the  indulgence  of  it.  They  arc  a  quick, 
lively,  active  people,  with  a  keen,  penetrating,  dark 
eye ;  and  thougkithey  are  very  fufceptible  of  anger,  are 
as  eafily  appeafed.  -^The  males  eradicate  their  beards,  and 
the  females  their  hair  in  every  part,  except  their  heads, 
where  it  is  flrong  and  black,  and  without  a  curl.  There 
are  many  old  men  among  them,  but  they  are,  in  general, 
ignorant  of  the  fpace  in  which  they  have  been  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  though  one  of  them  told  me  that  he  re- 
coUedted  fixty  winters. 

An  Indian  in  fome  meafure  explained  his  age  to  me, 
by  relating  that  he  remembered  the  oppofite  hills  and 
plains,  now  interfperfed  with  groves  of  poplars,  when 
they  were  covered  with  mofs,  and  without  any  animal 
inhabitant  but  the  rein- deer.  By  degrees,  he  faid,  the 
face  of  the  country  changed  to  its  prefent  appearance, 

E  a  when 
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when  the  elk  came  from  the  Eaft,  and  was  followed  by 
the  buffalo ;  the  rein-deer  then  retired  to  the  long  range 
of  high  lands  that,  at  a  confiderable  diflance,  run  parallel 
with  this  river. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  I  had  an  obfervation  of  Jupiter 
and  his  fatellites,  for  the  longitude,  and  we  were  now 
vifited  by  our  fummer  companions  the  gnats  and  mof- 
quitoes.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  yet 
covered  with  ice,  the  plains  were  delightful ;  the  trees 
were  budding,  and  many  plants  in  bloflbm.  Mr.  Mackay 
brought  me  a  bunch  of  flowers  of  a  pink  colour,  and  a 
yellow  button,  encircled  with  fix  leaves  of  a  light  purple. 
The  change  in  the  appearance  of  nature  was  as  fudden 
as  it  was  pleafing,  for  a  few  days  only  were  pafTed  away 
fince  the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow.  On  the  25th 
the  river  was  cleared  of  the  ice, 

I  now  found  that  the  death  of  the  man  called  the 
"White  Partridge,  had  deranged  all  the  plans  which  I 
had  fettled  with  the  Indians  for  the  fpring  hunting. 
They  had  affjmbled  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fort,  and 
fent  an  embaffy  to  me,  to  demand  rum  to  drink,  that 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  crying  for  their  de- 
ceafed  brother.  It  would  be  confidered  as  an  extreme 
degradation  in  an  Indian  to  weep  when  fober,  but  a  ftate 
of  intoxication  fan6lions  all  inegularities.  On  my  refufal, 
they  threatened  to  go  to  war,  which,  from  motives  of 
intereft  as  well  as  humanity,  we  did  our  utmofl  to  dif- 
courage  ;  and  as  a  fecond  meflage  was  brought  by  perfons 
of  fome  weight  among  thefe  people,  and  on  whom  1 
could  depend,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  comply  with  ihc 
demand,  on  an  exprefs  condition,  that  they  would  con- 
tinue peaceably  at  home. 

The 
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The  month  of  April  being  now  pad,  in  the  early 
part  of  which  I  was  moft  bufily  employed  in  trading 
with  the  Indians,  I  ordered  our  old  canoes  to  be  repaired 
with  bark,  and  added  four  new  ones  to  them,  when, 
with  the  furs  and  provifions  I  had  purchaftJ  vx  canoes 
were  loaded  and  difpatched  on  the  8th  of  May  for  Fort 
Chepewyan.  I  had,  however,  retained  fix  of  the  men, 
who  agreed  to  accompany  me  on  my  projected  voyage 
of  difcovery.  I  alfo  engaged  my  hunters,  and  clofed  the 
bufmefs  of  the  year  for  the  Company,  by  writing  my 
public  and  private  difpatches. 

Having  afcertained,  by  various  obfervations,  the  latitude 
of  this  place  to  be  56.  9.  North,  and  longitude  117. 
35.  15.  Weft;  — on  the  ninth  day  of  May,  I  found, 
that  my  aerometer  was  one  hour  forty-fix  minutes  flow 
to  apparent  time;  the  mean  going  of  it  I  had  found  to 
be  twenty -two  feconds  flow  in  twenty -four  hours.-— 
Having  fettled  this  point,  the  canoe  was  put  into  the 
water;  her  dimenfions  were  twenty-five  feet  long  within, 
cxclufive  of  the  curves  of  ftem  and  ftern,  twenty-fix 
inches  hold,  and  four  feet  nine  inches  beam.  At  the 
fame  time  flie  was  fo  light,  that  two  men  could  carry 
her  on  a  good  road  three  or  four  miles  without  refting. 
In  this  flender  veflei,  we  fliipped  provifions,  goods  for 
prefents,  arms,  ammunition,  and  baggage,  to  the  weight 
of  three  ihoufand  pounds,  and  an  equipage  of  ten 
people ;  viz.  Alexander  Mackay,  Jofeph  Landry,  Charles 
Ducette,*  Francois  Beaulieux,  Baptift  Biffon,  Francois 
Courtois,  and  Jacques  Bcauchamp,  with  two  Indians  as 

*  Jofeph  Landry  and  Charles  Ducette  were  with  me  in 
my  former  voyage. 
■i  hunters 


m^.. 
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hunters  and  interpreters.  One  of  them,  when  a  boy, 
was  ufed  to  be  fo  idle,  that  'he  obtained  the  reputable 
name  of  Cancre,  which  he  dill  poiTefles.  With  thefc 
perfons  I  embarked  at  feven  in  the  evening.  My  winter 
interpreter,  with  another  perfon,  whom  I  left  here  to 
take  care  of  the  fort,  and  fupply  the  natives  with  am- 
munition  during  the  fummer,  ihed  tears  on  the  refie£tion 
of  thofe  dangers  which  we  might  encounter  in  our 
expedition,  while  my  own  people  offered  up  theic 
prayers  that  we  might  return  in  fafety  from  it. 


:i  m 
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CHAPTER  III. 


proceed  on  the  voyage  of  difcovery.  Beautiful  fcenery. 
The  canoe  too  heavily  laden.  The  country  in  a  Jlate 
cf  combujiion.  Meet  wiih  a  hunting  party.  State  of 
the  river,  l^c.  Meet  with  Indians.  See  the  tracks 
of  bearsy  and  one  of  their  dens.  Sentiment  of  an  In^ 
dian.  Jun^ion  of  the  Bear  River.  Abearance  of 
the  country.  State  of  the  river.  Obfcrve  a  fall  of 
timber.  Abundance  of  animals.  See  fome  bears.  Come 
in  Jtght  of  the  rocky  mountains.  The  canoe  receives  an 
injury  and  is  repaired.  Navigation  dangerous.  Rapids 
and  falls.     SucceJJion  of  difficulties  and  dangers. 


1793.  May. 

(Thurfday  9.)  VV  ^  began  our  voyage  with  a  courfe 
South  by  Weft,  againft  a  ftrong  current  one  mile  and 
three  quarters,  South- Weft  by  South  one  mile,  and 
landed  before  eight  on   an  iftand  for  the  night. 


CHAP. 


(  Friday  lO.  )  The  weather  was  clear  and  pleafant, 
though  there  was  a  keennefs  in  the  air;  and  at  a  quarter 
Jjaft  three  in  the  morning  we  continued  our  voyage, 
fleering  South- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South- 
Weft  by  South  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  South  three 
i  quarters 
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quarters  of  a  mile.  South- Weft  by  South  one  quarter 
of  a  mile,  South-Weft  by  Weft  one  mile,  South- Weft 
by  South  three  miles,  South  by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  South- Weft  one  mile.  The  canoe,  being 
drained  from  its  having  been  very  heavily  laden,  be- 
came fo  leaky,  that  we  were  obliged  to  land,  unload, 
and  gum  it.  As  this  circumftance  took  place  about 
twelve,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  an  altitude, 
which  made  our  latitude  55.  58.  48. 

When  the  canoe  was  repaired  we  continued  our 
courfe,  fteering  South- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  an 
half,  when  I  had  the  misfortune  to  drop  my  pocket- 
compafs  into  the  water;  Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft-South- 
Weft  four  miles  and  an  half.  Here,  the  banks  are  fteep 
and  hilly»  and  in  fome  parts  undermined  by  the  river. 
Where  the  earth  has  given  way,  the  face  of  the  cliffs 
difcovers  numerous  ftrata,  confifting  of  reddifli  earth 
and  fmall  ftones,  bitumen,  and  a  greyifli  earth,  below 
which,  near  the  water  edge,  is  a  red  ftone.  Water  iffues 
from  moft  of  the  banks,  and  the  ground  on  which  it 
fpreads  is  covered  with  a  thin  white  fcurf,  or  particles 
of  a  faline  fubftancc  :  there  are  fcveral  of  thefe  fait  fprings. 
At  half  paft  fix  in  the  afternoon  the  young  men  landed, 
when  they  killed  an  elk  and  wounded  a  buffalo.  In 
this  fpot  we  formed  our  encampment  for  the  night. 

From  the  place  which  we  quitted  this  morning,  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  river  difplayed  a  fucceflion  of  the  moft 
beautiful  fcenery  I  had  ever  beheld.  The  ground  rifes 
at  intervals  to  a  confiderable  height,  and  ftretching  in- 
wards to  a  confiderable  diftance :  at  every  interval  or 
paufc  in  the  rife,  there  is  a  very  gently-alcending  fpace 

or 
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dt  lawn,  which  is  alternate  with  abrupt  precipices  to  the 
fummit  of  the  whole,  or,  at  leaft  as  far  as  the  eye  rould 
diftinguifh.  This  magnificent  theatre  of  nature  has  all  the 
decorations  which  the  trees  and  animals  of  the  country  can 
afford  it  :  groves  of  poplars  in  every  fhape  vary  the 
icene ;  and  their  intervals  are  enlivened  with  vaft  herds 
of  elks  and  buffaloes :  the  former  chooiing  the  fleeps 
and  uplands,  and  the  latter  preferring  the  plains.  At 
this  time  the  buffaloes  were  attended  with  their  young 
ones,  who  were  frifking  about  them ;  and  it  appeared 
that  the  elks  would  foon  exhibit  the  fame  enlivening 
circumflance.  The  whole  country  difplayed  an  exu- 
berant verdure;  the  trees  that  bear  a  blofTom  were 
advancing  faft  to  that  delightful  appearance,  and  the 
velvet  rind  of  their  branches,  reflieiling  the  oblique  rays 
«f  a  rifing  or  fetting  fun,  added  a  fplendid  gaiety  to 
the  fcene,  which  no  expreffions  of  mine  are  qualified 
to  defcribe.  The  Eaft  fide  of  the  river  confirts  of  a 
range  of  high  land  covered  with  the  white  fprucc  arid 
tlie  foft  birch,  while  the  banks  abound  with  the  alder 
and  the  willow.  The  water  continued  to  rife,  and  the 
current  being  proportionably  flrong,  we  made  a  greater 
ufe  <jf  fetting  poles   than   paddles. 

(Saturday  11,)  The  weather  was  overcafl:.  With  a 
ftrong  wind  a  head,  we  embarked  at  four  in  the  mor- 
ning, and  left  all  the  freih  meat  behind  us,  but  the  portion 
which  had  been  affigned  to  the  kettle  ;  the  canoe  being 
already  too  heavily  laden.  Ourcourfe  was  Weft  South* 
Weft  one  mile,  where  a  fmajl  river  flowed  in  from  the 
Eaft,  named  ^uifratina  Sepy,  or  River  with  the  High  Banks; 
Weft  half  a  mile,  South  half  a  mile,  South- Weft  by  Wefl 
llliree  quarters  of  a  mile,  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter, 
i^Vol.  11.  F  South' 
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South-Wcll  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South- South- Weft  half 
a  mile,  and  Weft  by  South  a  mile  and  an  half.  Hen 
I  took  a  meridian  altitude,  which  gave  55.  56.  3.  North 
latitude.  We  then  proceeded  Weft  three  miles  and 
an  half,  Weft-South-Weft,  where  the  whole  plain  was 
on  fire,  one  mile,  Weft  one  itiile,  and  the  wind  fo  ftrong 
a-hcad,  that  it  occafioned  the  canoe  to  |tak.e  in  water, 
and  otherwife  impeded  our  progrcfs.  Here  we  landed  to 
take  time,  with  the  mean  of  three  altitudes,  which  made 
the  watch  ftow,  i.  42.  10.  apparent  time. 

We  now  proceeded  Weft-South- Weft,  one  mile  and 
a  quarteis  where  we  found  a  chief  of  the  Beaver  Indians 
on  a  hunting  party.  I  remained,  however,  in  my  ca- 
noe, and  though  it  was  getting  late,  I  did  not  choofe  to 
encamp  with  thefe  people,  left  the  friends  of  my  hunters 
migl^t  difcourage  them  from  proceeding  on  the  voyage. 
We,  therefore,  contimaed  our  courfe,  but  feveral  Indians 
kept  company  with  us,  running  along  the  bank  and 
converfing  with  my  people,  who  were  fo  attentive  to 
them,  that  ihey  drove  the  canoe  on  a  ftony  flat,  fo 
that  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  landing  to  repair 
the  damages,  and  put  up  for  the  night,  though  very 
contrary  to  my  wifhes.  My  hunters  obtained  permif- 
fion  to  proceed  with  fome  of  thefe  people  to  their  lodges 
on  the  promife  of  being  back  by  the  break  of  day ; 
though  I  was  not  without  fome  apprehenfion  refpe6^ing 
them.  The  chief,  however,  and  another  man,  as  well 
as  feveral  people  from  the  lodges,  joined  us  before 
we  had  completed  the  repair  of  the  canoe;  and  they 
made  out  a  melancholy  ftory,  that  they  had  neither 
ammunition  nor  tobacco  fufficient  for  their  neceflary 
fupply    during    the    fummcr.     I    accordingly    referred 

him 
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him  to  the  Fort,  where  plenty  of  thofe  articles  were 
left  in  the  care  of  my  interpreter,  by  whom  they  would 
be  abundantly  furniflied,  if  they  were  adlive  and  in- 
duftrious  in  purfuing  their  occupations.  I  did  not  fail^ 
on  this  occafion,  to  magnify  the  advantages  of  the  prefent 
expedition  ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  its  fuccefs 
would  depend  on  the  fidelity  and  condu6l  of  the  young 
men  who  were  retained  by  me  to  hunt.  The  chief  alfo 
propofed  to  borrow  my  canoe,  in  order  to  tranfport  him- 
felf  and  family  acrofs  the  river  :  feveral  plaufible  reafons, 
it  is  true,  fuggefted  themfelves  for  refifting  his  propo- 
rtion i  but  when  I  dated  to  him,  that,  as  the  canoe 
was  intended  for  a  voyage  of  fuch  confequence,  no 
woman  could  be  permitted  to  be  embarked  in  it,  ho 
acquiefced  in  the  refufal.  It  was  near  twelve  at  night 
when  he  took  his  leave,  after  I  had  gratified  him  with 
a  prefent  of  tobacco. 


:f 


(  Sunday  12.)  Some  of  the  Indians  pafTed  the  night 
with  us,  and  I  was  informed  by  them,  that,  according 
to  our  mode  of  proceeding,  we  fhould,  in  ten  days, 
get  as  far  as  the  rocky  mountains.  The  young  men 
now  returned,  to  my  great  fatisfa<Stion,  and  with  the 
Appearance  of  contentment :  though  I  was  not  pleafed 
when  they  drefled  themfelves  in  the  clothes  which  I 
had  given  them  before  we  left  the  Fort,  as  it  betrayed' 
feme  latent  defign. 

.  At  four  in  the  morning  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage, 

(leering  Wcfl  three  miles,  including  one  of  our  courfe 

ycflerday.   North- Wefl  by  North  four  miles,   Wefl  two 
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one  mile,  and  North- North- Weft  three  miles.  After 
a  continuation  of  our  courfe  to  the  North  for  a  mile 
and  an  half,  we  landed  for  the  night  on  an  ifland,  where 
feveral  of  the  Indians  vifited  us,  but  unattended  by  their 
women,  who  remained  in  their  camp,  which  was  at 
fome  didance  from  us. 


The  land  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  during  the  two 
lad  days,  is  very  much  elevated,  but  particularly  »n  the 
latter  part  of  it,  and,  on  the  Weftern  fide,  prefcnts  in 
different  places,  white,  fteep,  and  lofty  cliffs.  Our  view 
being  confined  by  thele  circumilances,  we  did  not  fee  fo 
many  animals  as  on  the  loth.  Between  thefe  lofty 
boondarics,  the  river  becomes  narrow,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  free  from  iflands,  for  we  had  pafTed  only  four  : 
the  flream,  indeed,  was  not  more  than  from  two  hundred 
to  three  hundred  yards  broad  ;  whereas  before  thefe  cliffs 
preffed  upon  it,  its  breadth  was  twice  that  extent  and 
befprinkled  with  iflands.  We  killed  an  elk,  and  fired 
feveral  fhots  at  animals  from  the  canoe. 


TTie  greater  part  of  this  band  being  Rock  Mountain 
Indians,  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  fome  intelligence  of 
our  intended  route,  but  they  all  pleaded  ignorance,  and 
uniformly  declared,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  country 
beyond  the  firft  mountain  :  at  the  fame  time,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that,  from  the  flrength  of  the  current  and 
the  rapids,  we  fliould  not  get  there  by  water;  though 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  exprefs  their  furprife  at  the 
expedition  we  had  already  made. 

I  inquired,  with  fome  anxiety,  after  an  old  man  who 
had  already  given  me  an  account  of  the  country  beyond 
'  ■  the 
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the  limits  of  his  tribe,  and  was  very  much  difappointed 
at  being  informed,  that  he  had  not  been  feen  for  upwards 
of  a  moon.  This  man  had  been  at  war  on  another 
large  river  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountain,  and  defcribed 
to  me  a  fork  of  it  between  the  mountains,  the  Southern 
branch  of  which  he  direded  me  to  take :  from  thence, 
he  faid,  there  was  a  carrying  -  place  of  about  a  day's 
march  for  a  young  man  to  get  to  the  other  river.  To 
prove  the  truth  of  his  relation,  he  confented,  that  his 
fon,  who  had  been  with  him  in  thofe  parts,  fhould 
accompany  me ;  and  he  accordingly  fent  him  to  the 
Fort  fome  days  before  my  departure ;  but  the  preceding 
night  he  deferted  with  another  young  man,  whofe  appU- 
cation  to  attend  me  as  a  hunter  being  refufed,  he  per- 
faadcd  the  other  to  leave  me.  I  now  thought  it  right 
to  repeat  to  them  what  I  had  faid  to  the  chief  of  the 
fiift  band,  refpedling  the  advantages  which  would  be 
derived  from  the  voyage,  that  the  young  men  might  be 
encouraged  to  remain  with  me ;  as  without  them  I 
{liould  not  have  attempted  to  proceed. 


(  Monday  13. )  The  fir  ft  object  that  prefented  itfelf 
to  me  this  morning  was  the  young  man  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned,  as  having  feduced  away  my  intended 
guide.  At  any  other  time  or  place  I  fhould  have  chaftifed 
him  for  his  paft  condudt,  but  in  my  fituation  it  was 
ncceflary  to  pafs  over  his  offence,  left  he  fliould  endea- 
vour to  exercife  the  fame  influence  over  thofe  who 
were  fo  efTential  to  my  fervice.  Of  the  deferter  he 
gave  no  fatisfa6lory  account,  but  continued  to  exprefs 
his  wifh  to  attend  me  in  his  place,  for  which  he  did 
not  poffefs  any  neceffary  qualifications. 

The 
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The  weather  was  cloudy,  with  an'  appearance  of  rain  ; 
and  the  Indians  prefTed  me  with  great  earnedefs  to  pafs 
the  day  with  them,  and  hoped  to  prolong  my  (lay  among 
them  by  affuring  me  that  the  winter  yet  lingered  in  the 
rocky  mountains :  but  my  objedl  was  to  lofe  no  time, 
and  having  given  the  chief  fome  tobacco  for  a  fmall 
quantity  of  meat,  we  embarked  at  four,  when  my  young 
men  could  not  conceal  their  chagrin  at  parting  with 
their  friends  ,  for  fo  long  a  period  as  the  voyage  threat- 
ened to  occupy.  When  I  had  aflured  them  that  in 
three  moons  we  ihould  return  to  them,  we  proceeded 
on  our  courfe.  Weft  North- Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft- 
South  -  Weft  one  mile  and  an  half.  Weft  by  North 
three  miles,  North -Weft  by  Weft  two  miles  and  an 
half.  South -Weft  by  Weft  half  a  mile.  South- South- 
Weft  a  mile  and  an  half,  and  South- Weft  a  mile  and 
a  half.  Here  I  had  a  meridian  altitude,  which  gave  56. 
17.  44.  North  latitude. 


The  laft  courfe  continued  a  mile  and  an  half,  South 
by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Weft  by  South 
three  miles  and  an  half,  and  Weft  -  South  -  Weft  two 
miles  and  an  half.  Here  the  land  lowered  on  both  fides, 
with  an  increafe  of  wood,  and  difplayed  great  numbers 
of  animals.  The  river  alfo  widened  from  three  to  five 
hundred  yards,  and  was  full  of  iflands  and  fiats.  Having 
continued  our  courfe  three  miles,  we  made  for  the  fhorc 
at  feven,  to  pafs  the  night.  "■ 


At  the  place  from  whence  we  proceeded  this  morn- 
ing, a  river  falls  in   from   the    North ;   there   are  alfo 
feveral   iflands,  and  many  rivulets  on  either  fide,  which 
are  too  fmall   to  deferve    particular   notice.      We   per- 
ceived 
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ceived  along  the  river  tracks  of  large  bears,  fomc  of 
which  were  nine  inches  wide,  and  of  a  proportionate 
length.  We  faw  one  of  their  dens,  or  winter  quarters, 
called  wateCf  in  an  ifland,  which  was  ten  feet  deep,  five 
feet  high,  and  fix  feet  wide;  but  we  had  not  yet  feen 
one  of  thofe  animals.  The  Indians  entertain  great  appre- 
henfion  of  this  kind  of  bear,  which  is  called  the  grifly 
bear,  and  they  never  venture  to  attack  it  but  in  a  party 
of  at  leaft  tliree  or  four.  Our  hunters,  though  they 
had  been  much  higher  than  this  part  of  our  voyage,  by 
land,  knew  nothing  of  the  river.  One  of  them  men- 
tioned, that  having  been  engaged  in  a  war  expedition, 
his  party  on  their  return  made  their  canoes  at  fome 
diftance  below  us.  The  wind  was  North  throughout 
the  day,    and  at  times  blew  with  confiderable  violence. 

The  apprehenfions  which  I  had  felt  refpedling  the 
young  men  were  not  altogether  groundlefs,  for  the 
cldeft  of  them  told  me  that  his  uncle  had  laft  night 
addreffed  him  in  the  following  manner—  "  My  nephew, 
your  departure  makes  my  heart  painful.  The  white 
people  may  be  faid  to  rob  us  of  you.  They  are  about 
to  conduft  you  into  the  midft  of  our  enemies,  and  you 
may  never  more  return  to  us.  Were  you  not  with  the 
Chief*,  I  know  not  what  I  fliould  do,  but  he  requires 
your  attendance,  and  you  muft  follow  him." 

(  Tuefday  14.  )  The  weather  was  clear,  and  the  air 
(harp,  when  we  embarke:!  at  half  part  four.  Our  courfe 
was  South  by  Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  South-Weft 

*  Thefe  people,  as  well  as  all  the  natives  on  this  fide  of 
Lake  Winipic,  give  the  mercantile  agent  that  diftinguiftied 
appellation. 

by 
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by  South  half  a  mile,  South- Weft.  Wc  here  found  It 
necefTary  to  unload,  and  gum  the  canoe,  in  which  ope- 
ration we  lofl  an  liour ;  when  we  proceeded  on  the  hi\ 
courfe  one  mile  and  an  half.  I  now  took  a  meridian 
altitude,  which  gave  56.  11.  19.  North  latitude,  and 
continued  to  proceed  Weft  -  South  -  Weft  two  miles 
and  an  half.  Here  the  Bear  River,  which  is  of  a  large 
appearance,  falls  in  from  the  Eaft ;  Weft  three  miles 
and  an  half.  South- South- Weft  one  mile  and  an  half, 
and  South- Weft  four  miles  and  an  half,  when  we  en- 
camped upor   an  iiland  about  feven  in  the  evening. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day,  the  current  was  not 
fo  ftrong  as  we  had  generally  found  it,  but  towards  the 
evening  it  .became  very  rapid,  and  was  broken  by  nu- 
merous iflands.  We  were  gratified,  as  ufuai,  with  the 
fight  of  animals.  The  land  on  the  Welt  fide  is  very 
iriegular,  but  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  good  beaver 
country ;  indeed  we  faw  fome  of  thofe  animals  in  the 
river.  Wood  is  in  great  plenty,  and  feveral  rivulets 
added  their  ftreams  to  the  main  river.  A  goofe  was 
the  only  article  of  provifion  which  we  procured  to  day. 
Smoke  was  feen,  but  at  a  great  diftance  before  us« 


(  Wednef.  15.  )  The  rain  prevented  us  from  con- 
tinuing our  route  till  paft  fix  in  the  morning,  when 
our  courfe  was  South- Weft  by  Weft  three  (juarters  of 
a  mile;  at  which  time  wc  pafled  a  river  on  the  left. 
Weft  by  South  two  miles  and  an  half.  The  bank  was 
fteep,  and  the  current  ftrong.  The  laft  courfe  contmued 
one  mile  and  an  half,  Weft- South  -  Weft  two  miles, 
where  a  river  flowed  in  from  the  right.  Weft  by  South 
one  mile  and  an  half,  Weft- North- Weft  one  mile,  and 

Well 
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Weft  by  North  two  miles.  Here  the  land  takes  tho 
form  of  an  high  ridge,  and  cut  our  courfe,  which  was 
Weft  for  three  miles,  at  right  angles.  We  now  com- 
pleted the  voyage  of  this  day.  '• 

In  the  preceding  night  the  water  rofe  upw.irds  of 
two  inches,  and  had  rifen  in  this  proportion  fince  our 
departure.  The  wind,  which  was  Weft-South- Well, 
blew  very  hard  throughout  the  day,  and  with  the  ftrcngth 
of  the  current,  greatly  impeded  our  progrcfs.  The  river, 
in  this  part  of  it,  is  full  of  iflands ;  and  the  land,  on 
the  South  or  left  fide,  is  thick  with  wood.  Several  ri- 
vulets alfo  fall  in  from  that  quarter.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  laft  river  which  we  pafled,  there  was  a  quantity 
of  wood,  which  had  been  cut  down  by  axes,  and  fome 
by  the  beaver.  This  fall,  however,  was  not  made,  in 
the  opinion  of  my  people,  by  any  of  the  Indians  with 
whom  we  were  acquainted. 

The  land  to  the  right  is  of  a  very  irregular  elevation 
and  appearance,  compofed  in  fome  places  of  clay  and 
rocky  cliff's,  and  others  exhibiting  ftraras  of  red,  green, 
and  yellow  colours.  Some  parts,  indeed,  offer  a  beau- 
tiful fceiiery,  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  that  which  we 
paffed  on  the  fecond  day  of  our  voyage,  and  equally 
enlivened  with  the  elk  and  the  buffalo,  who  were  feeding 
in  great  numbers,  and  unmolefted  by  the  hunter.  In 
an  ifland  which  we  paffed,  there  was  a  large  quantity  of 
white  birch,  whofe  bark  might  be  employed  in  the  con- 
ftrudlion  of  canoes. 

The   weather  being  clear,  we  rcimbarked  at  fopr  in 

the  morning,  and  proceeded  Weft  by  North  three  miles. 

Vol.  il.  G  Here 
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Here  the  land  again  appeared  as  if  it  run  acrofs  our 
courfe,  and  a  confiderable  river  difcharged  itfelf  by 
various  ^rjams.  According  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Indian,  it  is  called  the  Sinew  River.  This  fpot  would 
be  an  excellent  fituation  for  a  fort  or  factory,  as  there 
is  plenty  of  wood,  and  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
country  abounds  in  beaver.  As  for  the  other  animals, 
they  are  in  evident  abundance,  as  in  every  dire£lion  the 
elk  and  the  buffalo  are  feen  in  pofTedion  of  the  hills  and 
the  plains.  Onr  courfe  continued  Weft-North -Weft 
three  miles  and  an  half,  North- Weft  one  mile  and  an 
half,  South- Weft  by  Weft  two  miles  ;  (the  latitude  was 
Jby  obfervation  56.  16.  54.)  North- Weft  by  North  half 
a  mile,  Weft-North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ;  a 
fmall  river  appearing  on  the  right,  North-Weft  one 
mile  and  an  half.  Weft  by  North  half  a  mile.  Weft  by 
South  one  mile  and  an  half.  Weft  one  mile ;  and  at  feven 
we  formed  our  encampment. 

Mr.  Mackay,  and  one  of  the  young  men,  killed  two 
elks,  and  mortally  wounded  a  buffalo,  but  we  only  took 
a  part  of  the  flefli  of  the  former.  The  land  above  the 
fpot  where  we  encamped,  fpreads  into  an  extenfive  plain, 
and  ftretches  on  to  a  very  high  ridge,  which,  in  fome 
parts,  prefents  a  face  of  rock,  but  is  principally  covered 
With  verdure,  and  varied  with  the  poplar  and  white  birch 
tree.  The  country  is  io  crowded  with  animals  as  to  have 
the  appearance,  in  fome  places,  of  a  ftall-yard,  from  the 
ftate  of  the  ground,  and  the  quantity  of  dung  which  is 
fcattered  over  it.  The  foil  is  black  and  light.  We  this 
day  faw  two  grifly  and  hideous  bears. 

(Friday,  17.)  It  froze  during  the  night,  and  the  air 
was  ftiarp  in  the  morning,   when  we  continued    oui 
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courfe  Weft-North- Weft  three  miles  and  an  half. 
South- Weft  by  South  two  miles  and  an  half,  South- 
Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  Weft  three-quarters 
of  a  mile,  Weft-South-Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter, 
and  South-Weft  by  South  one  mile  and  a  half.  At  two 
in  the  afternoon  the  Rocky  Mountains  appeared  in  fight, 
with  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow,  bearing  South- 
Weft  by  South :  they  formed  a  very  agreeable  object  to 
every  perfon  in  the  canoe,  as  we  attained  the  view  of 
them  much  fooner  than  we  expelled.  A  fmall  river 
was  feen  on  our  right,  and  we  continued  our  progrefs 
South- Weft  by  South  fix  miles,  when  we  landed  at 
feven,  which  was  our  ufual  hour  of  encampment, 

Mr.  Mackay,  who  was  walking  along  the  fide  of  the 
river,  difcharged  his  piece  at  a  buffalo,  when  it  burft 
near  the  muzzle,  but  without  any  mifchievous  con- 
fequences.  On  the  high  grounds,  which  were  on  the 
oppofiie  fide  of  the  river,  we  faw  a  buffalo  tearing  up 
and  down  with  great  fury,  but  could  not  difcern  the 
caufe  of  his  impetuous  motions ;  my  hunters  conjectured 
that  he  had  been  wounded  with  an  arrow  by  fome  of 
the  natives.  We  afcended  feveral  rapids  in  the  courfe 
ot  the  day,  and  faw  one  bear; 

(  Saturday  18.  )  It  again  froze  very  hard  during  the 
night,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  we  continued  our  voyage, 
but  we  had  not  proceeded  two  hundred  yaids,  before 
an  accident  happened  to  the  canoe,  which  did  not, 
however,  employ  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
to  complete  the  repair.  We  then  fteered  South  by 
Weft  one  mile  and  thee  quarters,  South-Weft  by  South 
three  miles,   South- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quar- 

G  2  ter. 
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ter,  Weft  by  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South- 
Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft  by  South  one  mile,  South  by 
Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  South- South- Weft,  where 
there  is  a  fmall  run  of  water  from  the  right,  three 
miles  and  an  half,  when  the  canoe  ftruck  on  the  ftump 
of  a  tree,  and  unfortunately  where  the  banks  were  fo 
fteep  that  there  was  no  place  to  unload,  except  a  fmall 
Ipot,  on  which  we  contrived  to  difpofe  the  lading  in  the 
bow,  which  lightened  the  canoe  fo  as  to  raife  the  broken 
part  of  it  above  the  fuifacc  of  the  water;  by  which  con- 
trivance we  reached  a  convenient  fituation.  It  required, 
however,  two  hours  to  complete  the  repair,  when  the 
weather  became  dark  and  cloudy,  with  thunder,  lightning, 
and  rain  ;  we,  however,  continued  the  laft  courfe  half  a 
mile,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening  wc  were  compelled  by 
the  lain  to  land  for  the  night. 


J 
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About  noon  we  had  landed  on  an  ifland  where  there 
were  eight  lodges  of  laft  year,  The  nativei  had  pic- 
pared  bark  here  for  five  canoes,  and  there  is  a  road 
along  the  hills  where  they  had  pafled.  Branches  were 
cut  and  broken  along  it ;  and  they  had  alfo  ftripped  oft 
the  bark  of  the  trees,  to  get  the  interior  rind,  which 
forms  a  part  of  their  food. 
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The  current  was  very  ftrong  through  the  whole  of 
the  djy,  and  the  coming  up  along  fome  of  the  bank*; 
Was  rendered  very  dangerous,  from  the  continual  falling 
of  large  ftones  from  the  upper  parts  of  them.  This 
place  appears  to  be  a  particular  pals  for  animals  acrols 
the  river,  as  there  are  paths  leading  to  it  on  both  fides, 
every  ten  yards. 
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In   the  courfe  of  the  day  we  faw  a  ground  hog,  and 

two   cormorants.      The   earth  alfo  appeared   in   fevcral 

places  to  have  been  turned  up  by  the  bears,  in  fearch 

of  roots. 

(  Sunday  19.  )  It  rained  very  hard  in  the  early  part 
of  the  night,  but  the  weather  became  clear  towards  the 
morning,  when  we  embarked  at  our  ufual  hour.  As  the 
current  threatened  to  he  very  ftrong,  Mr.  Mackay, 
the  two  hunters,  and  myfelf,  went  on  (bore,  in  order 
to  lighten  the  canoe,  and  afcended  the  hills,  which  are 
covered  with  cyprefs,  and  but  little  encumbered  with 
underwood.  We  found  a  beaten  path,  and  before  we  had 
walked  a  mile  fell  in  with  a  herd  of  buffaloes,  with 
their  young  ones;  but  I  would  not  fufFer  the  Indians 
to  fire  on  them,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  report 
of  their  fowling  pieces  would  alarm  the  natives  that 
might  be  in  the  neighbourhood ;  for  we  were  at  this 
time  fo  near  the  mountains,  as  to  juftify  our  expeiSta- 
tion  of  feeing  fome  of  them.  We,  however,  fent  our 
dog  after  the  herd,  and  a  calf  was  foon  fecured  by  him. 
While  the  young  men  were  fkinning  the  animal,  we 
heard  two  reports  of  fire-arms  from  the  canoe,  which 
we  anfwered,  as  it  was  a  fignal  for  my  return :  wc 
then  heard  another,  and  immediately  haftened  down 
the  hill,  with  our  veal,  through  a  very  clofe  wood. 
There  we  met  one  of  the  men,  who  informed  us  that 
the  canoe  was  at  a  final  1  didance  below,  at  the  foot  of 
a  very  ftrong  rapid,  and  that,  as  fcveral  waterfalls  appeared 
up  the  river,  wc  fhoukl  be  obliged  to  unload  and  carry. 
I  accordingly  haftened  to  the  canoe,  and  was  greatly 
dirplcaled  that  fo  much  time  had  been  loft,  as  1  had 
given  previous  directions  that  the  river  iliould  be  followed 


54      VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH-. 

as  long  as  it  was  pra6ticable.  The  laft  Indians  whom  we 
faw  had  informed  us  that  at  the  firft  mountain  there 
was  a  confiderable  fucccffion  of  rapids,  cafcades,  and  falls, 
which  they  never  attempted  to  afcend,  and  where  they 
always  pafled  over  land  the  length  of  a  day's  march.  My 
men  imagined  that  the  carrying  place  was  at  a  fmall 
diftance  below  us,  as  a  path  appeared  to  afcend  a  hill, 
where  there  were  feveral  lodges  of  the  laft  year's  con- 
ftruftion.  The  account  which  had  been  ^iven  me  of 
the  rapids,  was  perfed^ly  corre6l:  though  by  crofting  to 
the  other  fide,  1  muft  acknowledge  with  fome  rflc,  in 
fuch  a  heavy-laden  canoe,  the  river  appeared  to  me  to 
be  pradticable,  as  far  as  we  could  fee :  the  traverfe,  there-, 
fore,  was  attempted,  and  proved  fuccefsful.  We  now 
towed  the  canoe  along  an  ifland,  and  proceeded  without 
any  confiderable  difficulty  till  we  reached  the  extremity 
of  it,  when  the  line  could  be  no  longer  employed;  and,  ia 
endeavouring  to  clear  the  point  of  the  ifland,  the  canoe 
war  driven  with  fuch  violence  on  a  ftony  fliore,  as  to 
receive  confiderable  injury.  We  now  employed  every 
exertion  in  our  power  to  repair  the  breach  that  had 
been  made,  as  well  as  to  dry  fuch  articles  of  our  loading 
as  more  immediately  required  it:  we  then  tranfported  the 
whole  acrofs  the  pomt,  when  we  reloaded,  and  continued 
our  courfe  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  We  could 
now  proceed  no  further  on  this  Ikle  of  the  water,  and 
the  traverfe  was  rendered  extremely  dangerous  not  only 
from  the  ftrength  of  the  current,  but  by  the  cafcades 
juft  below  us,  which,  if  we  had  got  among  rhem,  would 
have  involved  us  and  the  canoe  in  one  common  def- 
trudlion.  We  had  no  other  alternative  than  to  return 
bv  the  fame  courfe  we  came,  or  to  hazard  the  tv;werfe , 
the  river  on  this  fide  being  bounded  by  a  range  of  fteep, 

over- 
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over  -  hanging   rocks,    beneath    which  the  current  was 
driven   on  with  refxftlefs  impetuofity  from  the  cafcades. 
Here  are  feveral   iflands  of  folid  rock,  covered  with   a 
fmall  portion  of  verdure,  which  have  been  worn  away 
by  the  conftant  force  of  the  current,    and  occafionally, 
as  I  prefume,  of  ice,  at  the  water's  edge,    fo  as   to  be 
reduced  in  that  part  to    one   fourth  the  extent  of  the 
upper  furface ;   prefenting,  as  it  were,  fo  many  large  ta- 
bles,  each  of  which  was  fupported  by    a    pedeftal   of  a 
more  circumfcribed  projedlion,     Tliey  are  very  elevated 
for  fuch  a   fituation,   and  atford  an    afylum   for  geefe, 
which  were  at  this  time  breeding  on  them.     By  croffing 
from  one  to  the  other  of  thefe  iflands,  we  came  at  length 
to  the  main  traverfe,  on  which  we  ventured,  and  were 
fuccefsful  in  our  paffage.     Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  Indians, 
who  obferved  our  manopuvres  from  the  top  of  a  rock, 
were  in  continual  alarm  for  our  fafety,  with  which  their 
own,  indeed,  may  be  faid  to  have  been  nearly  connected : 
however,   the  dangers  that  we   encountered   were   very 
much  augmented  by  the  heavy  loading  of  the  canoe. 


When  we  had  efFecSed  our  paflage,  the  current  on 
the  Weft  fide  was  ahnoft  equally  violent  with  that  from 
whence  we  had  juft  efcaped,  but  the  craggy  bank  being 
fomewhat  lower,  we  were  enabled,  with  a  Ime  of  fixty 
fathoms,  to  tow  the  canoe,  till  we  came  to  the  foot 
of  the  moft  rapid  cafcade  we  had  hitherto  feen.  Here 
we  unloaded,  and  carried  every  thing  over  a  rocky  point 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  paces.  When  the  canoe  wa& 
reloaded,  I,  with  thofe  of  my  people  who  were  not  im- 
mediately employed,  afcended  the  bank,  which  was 
there,  and  indeed,  as  far  as  we  could  fee  It,  compoied 

•  of 
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of  clay  ftone,  and  a  ydlow  gravel.  My  prefent  lituation 
was  fo  elevated,  that  the  men,  who  were  coming  up  a 
ftrong  point  could  not  hear  me,  though  I  called  to  them 
with  the  utmofl  ftrength  of  my  voice,  to  lighten  the 
canoe  of  part  of  its  lading.  And  here  I  could  not  but 
reflect,  with  infinite  anxiety,  on  the  hazard  of  my  enter- 
prife :  one  falfe  Hep  of  thofe  who  were  attached  to  the 
line,  or  the  breaking  of  the  line  iiielf,  would  have  at  once 
configned  the  canoe,  and  every  thing  it  contained,  to 
inftant  deftru6lion :  it,  however,  afcended  the  rapid  in 
perfect  fecurity ;  but  new  dangers  immediately  prefented 
themfelves,  for  ftones,  both  Imall  and  great,  were  con- 
tinually rolling  from  the  bank,  fo  as  to  render  th'"  fituation 
of  thofe  who  were  diagging  the  canoe  beneath  it  ex- 
tremely perilous ;  befides,  they  were  at  every  ftep  in  danger, 
from  the  fteepnefs  of  the  ground,  of  falling  into  the 
water :  nor  was  my  folicitude  diminifhed  by  my  being 
neceflarily  removed  at  times  from  the  fight  of  them.  • 


In  our  paffage  though  the  woods,  we  came  to  an  in- 
clofure,  which  had  been  formed  by  the  natives  for  the 
purpofe  of  fetting  fnares  for  the  elk,  and  of  which  we 
could  not  difcovcr  the  extent.  After  we  had  travelled  for 
fome  hours  through  the  foreft,  which  confifted  of  the 
fpruce,  birch,  and  the  largeft  poplars  I  had  ever  feen,  we 
funk  down  upon  the  river,  where  the  bank  is  low,  and 
near  the  foot  of  a  mountain  ;  between  which,  and  an  high 
ridge,  the  river  flows  in  a  channel  of  about  one  hundred 
yards  broad ;  though,  at  a  fmall  diftance  below,  it  rufhes 
on  between  perpendicular  rocks,  where  it  is  not  much 
more  than  half  that  breadth.  Here  I  remained,  in  great 
anxiety,  expelling  the  arrival  of  the  canoe,  and  after 
fomc  time  I  fent  Mr.  Mackay  with  one  of  the  Indians 

down 
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down  the  river  in  fcarch  of  it,  and  with  the  other  I  went 

up  it  to  examine  what   we  might  expefl  in  that  quarter. 

In  about  a  mile  and  a  half  I  came  to  a  part  where  the 

river  walhes  the  feet  of  lofty  precipices,  and  prefented,  in 

the  form  of  rapids  and  cafcades,  a  fucceffion  of  difEculties 

to  our  navigation.     As  the  canoe  did  not  come  in  fight 

we  returned,   and  from  the  place  where  I  had  feparated. 

with  Mr.  Mackay,   we  faw  the  men  carrying  it  over  a 

fmall  rocky  point.     We  met  them  at  the  entrance   of 

the  narrow  channel  already  mentioned ;  tlieir  difficulties 

had  been  great  indeed,   and  the  canoe  had  been  broken, 

but  they  had  perfcvered  with  fuccefs,  and  having  paiTed 

the  carrying-place,  we  proceeded  with  the  line  as  far  as 

I  had  already  been,  when   we  crofled  over  and  encamped 

on  the  oppofite  beach  ;   but  there  was  no  wood  on  this 

fide  of  the  water,  as  the  adjacent  country  had  been  en-- 

tirely  over-run  by  fire.     We  faw  feveral  elks  feeding  on 

the  edge  of  the  oppofite  precipice,  which  was  upwards  of 

three  hundred  feet  in,  height. 


Our  courfe  to-day  was  alwut  South- South- Weft  two 
miles  and  an  half,  South-Weft  half  a  mile,  South- Weft: 
by  South  one  mile  and  an  half.  South  by  Weft  half  a 
mile,  South-Weft  half  a  mile,  and  Weft  one  mile  and 
an  half.  There  was  a  fhower  of  hail,  and  fome  rain 
from  flying  clouds.  I  now  difparched  a  man  with  an 
Indian  to  vifit  the  rapids  above,  when  the  latter  foon 
left  him  to  purfue  a  beaver,  which  was  feen  in  the 
fhailow  water  on  the  infide  of  a  ftony  ifland;  and  though 
Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  other  Indian  joined  him,  the  animal 
at  length  efcaped  from  their  purfuit.  Several  others  were 
feen  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  which  I  by  no  means 
expelled,  as  the  banks  arc  alraoft  every  where  fo  much 
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clevated  above  the  channel  of  the  river.  Juft  as  the 
obfcurity  of  the  night  drew  on,  the  man  returned  with 
&n  account  that  it  would  be  impradlicable  to  pafs  fevcial 
points,  as  well  as  the  fuper-impending  promontories. 

(  Monday  20.  )  The  wcatlier  was  clear  with  a  fliarp 
air,  and  we  renewed  our  voyage  at  a  quarter  pafl  four, 
on  a  courfe  South- Weft  by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile.  We  now,  with  infinite  difficulty,  paffed  along  the 
foot  of  a  rock,  which,  fortunately,  vvas  not  an  hard 
ftone,  fo  that  we  were  enabled  to  cut  fteps  in  it  for 
the  diftance  of  twenty  feet ;  from  which,  at  the  hazard 
of  my  life,  1  leaped  on  fmall  rock  below,  where  I  re- 
ceived thofe  who  followed  me  on  my  (lioulders.  In  this 
manner  four  of  us  paffed  and  dragged  up  the  canoe,  in 
which  attempt  we  broke  her.  Very  luckily,  a  dry  tree 
had  fallen  from  the  rock  above  us,  without  which  wc 
could  not  have  made  a  fire,  as  no  wood  was  to  be  pro- 
cured within  a  mile  of  the  place.  When  the  canoe  was 
repaired,  we  continued  towing  it  along  the  rocks  to  the 
jiext  point,  when  we  embarked,  as  we  could  not  at  pre- 
fent  make  any  further  ufe  of  the  line,  but  got  along 
the  rocks  of  a  round  high  ifland  of  ftone,  till  wc  came 
to  a  fmall  fandy  bay.  As  we  had  already  damaged  the 
canoe,  and  had  every  reafon  to  think  that  fhe  foon  would 
rifk  much  greater  injury,  it  became  neceffary  for  us  to 
fupplv  ourfclves  with  bark,  as  our  provifion  of  that 
mareral  article  was  almoft  exhaufted ;  two  men  were 
accordingly  lent  to  procure  it,  who  foon  returned  with 
the  neceliary  ft  ore. 

]Mr»  Mackay,  and  the  Indians  who  liad  been  on  ftiore, 
fince  wc  broke  the  canoe,  were  prevented  from  coming 
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to  us  by  the  rugged  and  impaffable  ftatc  of  the  ground. 
We,  therefore,  again  refumed  our  courfe  with  the 
afTiftance  of  poles,  with  which  we  puflicd  onwards  till 
wc  came  beneath  a  piecipice,  where  we  could  not  find 
any  bottom  ;  fo  that  we  were  again  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  line,  the  management  of  which  was 
rendered  not  only  difficult  but  dangerous,  as  the  men 
employed  in  towin  gwere  under  the  ncceflity  of  paffing 
on  the  outfide  of  trees  that  grew  on  the  edge  of  the 
precipice.  We,  however,  furmount^d  this  difficulty  as 
we  had  done  many  otliers,  and  the  people  who  had  been 
walking  over  land  now  joined  us.  They  alfo  had  met 
with  their  obflacles  in   paffing  the  mountain, 

» 

It  now  became  neceflarv  for  us  to  make  a  traverfe, 
where  the  water  was  fo  rapid,  that  fome  of  the  people 
ftripped  themfelves  to  their  fliirts  that  they  might  be  the 
better  prepared  for  fwimming,  in  cafe  any  accident  hap- 
pened to  the  canoe,  which  they  ferioufly  apori^hended ; 
but  we  fucceeded  in  our  attempt  without  any  other  in- 
convenience, except  that  of  taking  in  water.  We  now 
came  to  a  cafcadc,  when  it  was  thought  neccflary  to  take 
out  part  of  the  lading.  At  noon  we  flopped  to  take  an 
altitude,  oppofite  to  a  frnall  river  that  flowed  in  from 
the  left :  while  I  was  thus  enfrased,  the  men  went  on 
fliore  to  fafien  the  canoe,  but  as  the  current  was  not 
very  flrong,  they  had  been  negligent  in  performing  thi«; 
office  ;  it  proved,  however,  fufficiently  powerful  to 
fheer  her  off",  and  if  it  had  rot  happened  that  one  of 
the  men,  from  abfolute  fatig'ie  had  remained  and  held 
the  end  of  the  line,  we  fliould  have  been  deprived  of 
every  means  of  proCecuting  our  voyage,  as  well  as  of  pre- 
fent   fubfiftcnce.     But  nolwilhftanding  the   ftate  of  my 
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mind  on  fuch  an  alarming  circumftance,  anil  an  inter- 
vening cloud  that  interrupted  me,  the  altitude  which  I 
took  has  been  fince  proved  to  be  tolerably  corre*St,  and 
gave  56.  North  latitude.  Our  laft  courfe  was  South- 
South- Weil  two  miles  and  a  quarter. 

We  now  continued  our  toilfome  and  perilous  progrefs 
with  the  line   Well  by  North,   and  as  we  proceeded  ilie 
rapidity  of  the  current  incrcafed,  fo  that   in  the  diftance 
of  two  miles  we  were  obliged  to  unload  four  times,  and 
carry  every  thing  but  the  canoe:  indeed,  in  many  places, 
it  was  with  the  uimoft  difficulty  that  we  could  prevent 
her  from  being  dalhcd  to  pieces  againft  the  rocks  by  the 
violence  of  the  eddies.      At  five  we  had  proceeded   to 
where   the  river   was   one   continued  rapid.      Here  we 
again  took    every   thing  out  of  the   canoe,    in  order  to 
tow    her  up  with  the  line,    though  the  rocks  were  fo 
ihelving  as  greatly  to  increafe  the  toil  and  hazard  of  that 
'operation.     At   length,    however,   the   agitation    of  the 
water  was  fo  great,  that  a  wave  ftriking  on  the  bow  of 
the  canoe  broke  the  line,  and  filled  us  with  inexprcffible 
difmay,  as  it  appeared  impoifible  that  the   veflel  could 
efcape  from  being  dafhed  to  pieces,   and  thofe  who  were 
in  her  from  perifliing.     Another  wave,  however,  more 
propitious  than   the  former,    drove  her  out  of  the  tum- 
bling water,  fo  that  the  men  were  enabled   to  bring  her 
afhore,  and  though  fhe  had  been  cirried  over  rocks  by 
thefe  fweils,  which  left  them  naked  a  moment  after,  the 
canoe  had  received  no  material  injury.     The  men  were, 
however,   in  fuch  a  ftate  from  tht-ir  late  alarm,   that  it 
would  not  only  have  been  unavailing  but  imprudent  to 
have  propofed  any  further  progrefs  at  prefent,   particu- 
larly as  the  river  above  us,  as  far  as  we  could  fee,  was 
one  white  iheet  of  foaming  water,  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Cont'tnuatltn  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  D'lfrontents  among 
the  people.  State  of  the  rivers  and  its  banks.  VoU 
canic  thafms  in  the  earth.  Difpatch  various  perfons  to 
difcover  ways  acrofs  the  mountain,  Objiacles  prefent 
themjelves  on  all  fides.  Preparations  made  to  attempt 
the  mountain,,  Account  of  the  ajccnt  with  the  canoe  and 
baggage.  The  trees  that  are  found  there,  Arrive  at 
the  river.  Extraordinary  circumjiances  of  it.  Curious 
hollows  in  the  rocks.  Prepare  the  canoe.  Renew  9ur 
progrefs  up  the  river,  The  fiate  of  it.  Leave  fome 
tokens  of  amity  fot  the  natives.  The  weather  very 
cold,  hofi  a  book  of  my  obfervations  for  feveral  days. 
Continue  to  proceed  up  the  river.  Send  a  letter  down 
the  current  in  a  rum-keg.  Come  to  the  forksy  and 
proceed  up  the  Eajiern  branch,     Circumjiances  of  it. 


1793.  May* 


m.  HAT  the  difcouragements,  and  dangers,  which  had 
hitherto  attended  the  progrefs  of  our  enterprize,  fhould 
have  excited  a  wifli  in  feveral  of  thofe  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it  to  difcontijiue  the  purfuit, ,  might  be  natU" 
rally  expelled ;  and  indeed  it  began  to  be  muttered  on 
all  fides  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  return. 

9  Indead 
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Inflead  of  paying  any  attention  to  thcfc  murmurs,  I 
defiled  tliofe  who  had  uttered  them  to  exert  thcmfelves 
in  gaining  an  afcent  of  the  hill,  and  encamp  there  for 
the  night.  In  tlic  mean  time  I  fet  otFwith  one  of  the 
Indians,  and  though  I  continued  my  examination  of  the 
river  almofl  as  long  as  there  was  any  light  to  alfift  nic, 
I  could  fee  no  end  of  the  rapids  and  ca ("cades :  I  was, 
therefore,  perfectly  f.Uisficd,  that  it  would  he  impraili- 
cablc  to  proceed  any  further  by  water.  We  relurnal 
from  this  reconnoitring  excurfion  very  much  fatigueJ, 
with  our  fhoes  worn  our  and  wounded  feet,  when  I 
found  that,  hv  felling  trees  on  the  declivity  ofthefiill 
hill,  my  people  had  contrived  to  afcend  it. 


From  the  place  where  I  had  taken  the  altitude  at 
noon,  to  the  place  where  we  made  our  landing,  the 
river  is  not  more  than  fifty  yards  wide,  and  tlows  between 
ftupendous  rocks,  from  whence  huge  fragments  fome- 
times  tumble  down,  and  falling  from  fuch  an  height, 
daih  into  fmall  flones,  with  fharp  points,  and  form  the 
beach  between  the  rocky  projections.  Along  the  f;ice 
of  lome  of  thefe  precipices,  there  appears  a  ftiatum  ot 
a  bitumenous  fubftance  which  refembles  coal  ;  though 
while  fome  of  the  pieces  of  it  appeared  to  be  excellent 
fuel,  others  tefirted,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  adtion 
of  fire,  and  did  not  emit  the  leaft  flame.  The  whole  of 
this  day's  courfe  would  have  been  altogether  imprac- 
ticable, if  the  water  had  been  higher,  which  muft  be 
the  cafe  at  certain  feafons.  We  faw  alfo  feveral  en- 
campments of  the  Knifteneaux  along  the  river,  which 
muft  have  been  formed  by  their  war  excurfions:  a  de- 
cided proof  of  the  favage,  blood-thirfty  difpoiition  of  that 

people  J 
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people;  as  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a  fpirit  couUl  impel 
them  to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  this  ahnofl  inac- 
ccffihle  country,  vvhofc  natives  are  equally  unoffending 
and  defencelefs. 

Mr.  Mackay  informed  me,  that  in  paffing  over  the 
mountains,  he  obfervcd  fcveral  chafms  in  the  earth  that 
emitted  heat  and  fmoke,  which  difFufcd  a  llrong  ful- 
phurcous  flench.  I  Hiould  certainly  have  vifited  this 
phjenomenon,  if  I  had  been  fufficiently  qualified  as  a 
naturalifl,  to  have  offered  fcientlfic  conjc6lures  or  ob- 
fervations  thereon. 


(  Tuefd.iy  21.  )  It  rained  in  tlic  morning,  and  did  not 
ceafe  till  about  eight,  and  as  the  men  had  been  very 
fatigued  and  diflieartened,  I  fuffered  them  to  continue 
their  reft  till  that  hour.  Sucl»«  was  the  flate  of  the 
liver,  as  I  have  already  obfetved,  that  no  alternative  was 
left  us ;  nor  did  any  means  of  proceeding  prefent  them- 
felves  to  us,  but  the  paffage  of  the  mountain  over  which 
we  were  to  carry  the  canoe  as  well  as  the  baggage. 
As  this  was  a  very  alarming  enterprizc,  I  difpatched 
Mr.  Mackay  with  three  men  and  the  two  Indians  to 
proceed  in  a  flraight  courfe  from  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  to  keep  the  line  of  the  river  till  they  Ihould 
find  it  navigable.  If  it  fhould  be  their  opinion,  that 
there  was  no  practicable  paffage  in  that  diredlion,  two 
of  them  were  inftrudled  to  return  in  order  to  make 
ther  report;  while  the  others  were  to  go  in  fearch  of 
:he  Indian  carrying-place.  While  they  were  engage<l 
in  this  excurfion,  the  people  who  remained  with  mc 
were  employed  in  gumming  the  canoe,  and  making 
handles  for  the  axes.     At  noon  I  got  an  altitude,  which 
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made  our  latitude  56.  o.  8.     At  three  o*clock  had  time, 
when  my  watch  was  How  i.  31.  32,  apparent  time. 

At  fuii-fet,  Mr.  Mackay  returned  with  one  of  ttic 
men,  and  in  about  two  hours  was  followed  by  the  others. 
They  liad  penetrated  thick  woods,  afcended  hills,  and 
funk  into  vallies,  till  they  got  beyond  the  rapids,  which, 
according  to  their  calculation,  was  a  diftance  of  three 
leagues.  The  two  parties  returned  by  different  routes, 
but  they  both  agreed,  that  with  all  its  difficulties,  and 
they  were  of  a  very  alarming  nature,  the  outward  courfe 
was  that  which  mufl:  be  preferred.  Unpro.Tiifing,  howe- 
ver, as  the  account  of  their  expedition  appeared,  it  did 
rot  fink  them  into  a  ftate  of  difcouragement;  and  a 
kettle  of  wild  rice,  fweetened  with  fugar,  which  had 
been  prepared  for  their  return,  with  their  ufual  regale 
of  rum,  foon  renewed  that  courage  which  difdained  all 

obftacles  that  threatened  our  progrcfst  ^nd  they  went 
to  rell,  with  a  full  determination  to  furmount  them 
on  the  morrow.  I  fat  up  in  the  hope  of  getting  aa 
obfervation  of  Jupiter  and  his  firft  fatellite^  but  the  cloudy 
weather  prevented  my  obtaining  it« 

(  Wednef.  22.  )  At  break  of  day  \ve  entered  on  the 
the  extraordinary  journey  which  was  to  occupy  the 
remaining  part  of  it.  The  men  began,  without  delay, 
to  cut  a  road  up  the  mountain,  and  as  the  trees  were 
but  of  fmall  growth,  I  ordered  them  to  fell  thofe  which 
they  found  convenient,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
might  fall  parallel  with  the  road,  but,  at  the  fam^  time> 
not  feparate  them  entirely  from  the  flumps,  fo  that 
they  might  form  a  kind  of  railing  on  either  fide.  The 
baggage   was  now  brought   from   the  water  fide   to   our 

encampment. 
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rncampment.     This  was  likewife  from  the  fteep  fhclving 

of  the  rocks,  a  very  pe'ilous    undertaking,    as  one  falfe 

ftep  of  any   of  tlie    people  employed  hi   it,   would  have 

been   inlTr.ntly  followed    by    falling    headlong    into   the 

water,     Wlien  this  important   objcdt   was  attained,  the 

whole  of  the  party   proceeded  with  no  fmall   degree  oC 

appehenfion,  to  fetch  the  canoe,  which,  in  a  fhort  time, 

was  alfo  brought  to  the  encampment ;  and,   as  foon  as 

we  had   recovered  from  our  fatigue,   we  advanced  w.th 

it  up  the  mountain,    having  the  line  doubled  and  faftened 

fucctiTivcly  as  we  went  on  to  the  flumps ;   while  a  mar\ 

at  the  end  of  it,  hauled  it  round  a  tree,  holding   it  oa 

and  {h.fting  It  as  we  proceeded;  fo  that  we  may  be  faiJg 

with   flri6l   truth,   to   have    warped   the    canoe   up   the 

mountain:  indeed  by  a  general  and  moft  laborious  cxer« 

tion,   we  got  every  thing  to  the  fummit  by  two   in  the 

afternoon.     Ai  noon,  the  latitude  was  56,  o*  47*  North* 

At  five,   1  font  the  men  to  cut  the  road  onwards^  whicl> 

they  cfFe6led  for  about  a  mile,  when  they  leturned. 

The  weather  was  cloudy  at  Intervals,  with  {howers 
and  thunder.  At  about  ten,  I  obferved  art  emeifion  of 
Jupiter's  fecond  fatellitei  time  by  the  achrometer  8.  32* 
20.  by  which  I  found  tbe  longitude  to  be  120,  25,  30^ 
Weft  from   Gteenwlch, 

m 

(  Thurfd'iy  23.  )    The  weather  Was  deaf  at  four  tbi$ 

[morning,    when    the    men    began   to    carry^     I    joned 

[Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  two  Indian*  In  the  labour  of  cutting 

la  road.     The  ground  continued  rifing  gently  till  noon, 

'when   It   began  to  decline  j  but  though  on  fuch  an  ele* 

vated  fituation^  we  could  fee  but  littie^  a;   mountains  of 

a  ftill  higher  elevatioa  and  covered  with  inow  were  feea 

Vol,  ih  I  far 
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far  above  us  in  every  diie£lion.  In  tlie  afternoon  the 
ground  became  very  uneven ;  hills  and  deep  defiles  alter- 
nately prcfented  themfelves  to  us.  Our  progrefs,  how- 
ever, exceeded  my  expectation,  and  It  was  not  till  four 
in  the  afternoon  that  the  carriers  overtook  us.  At  five, 
in  a  ftate  of  fatigue  that  may  be  more  readily  conceived 
thaa  exprefled,.  we  encamped  near  a  rivulet  or  fpring  I 
tliat  iffued  from  beneath  a  large  mafs  of  ice  and  fnovv"* 


•  :  m-  i 


I'll' 


Our  foilfome  journey  of  tlits  Jay  T  compute  at  a!)out 
three  miles  ;  along  the  firft  of  which  the  land  is  covered 
with  plenty  of  wood  confiding  of  large  trees,  encumbered 
with  little  underwood,  through  which  It  was  by  no  means 
difficuh  to  o^en  a  road,  by  following  a  well- beaten  elk 
path  ;  for  the  two  fucceeding  miles  we  found  the  country 
overfpread  with  the  trunks  of  trees,  laid  low  by  fire  fomc 
years  ago  ;  among  which  largf?  copfes  had  fprung  up  of  a 
clofe  growth,  and  intermixed  with  briars,  fo  as  to  render 
the  paffage  through  them  painful  and  tedious.  The  foil 
in  the  woods  is  light  and  of  a  dufky  colour;  that  in  the 
burned  country  is  a  mixture  of  land  and  clay  with  fmall 
Hones,  The  trees  are  fpruce,  red-pine,  cyprefs,  poplar, 
while  birch,  willow,  alder,  arrow- wood,  red- wood,  liard, 
fervlce-tree,  bols-picant,  &c,  I  jievcrfaw  any  of  the  laft 
kind  before,  Jt  rifes  to  about  nine  feet  in  height,  grows  in 
joints  without  branches,  and  is  tufted  at  the  extremity. 
The  ftem  is  of  an  equal  Ir/e  from  tb.e  bottom  to  the  top, 
and  does  not  exceed  an  inch  in  diameter  j  it  is  covered 
with  fmall  prickles,  which  caught  our  trowfers,  and  work- 
ing through  them,  fometimes  found  their  way  to  the 
flertx.     The  (hrubs  are  the  goofebcrry,  tlie  currant,  and 

feveral  kinds  of  briars* 
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(Friday  24.)  We  continued  our  very  laborious  jour- 
ney, which  led  us  down  fome  fteep  hills,  and  through 
a  wood  of  tall  pines.  After  much  toil  and  trouble 
in  bearing  the  canoe  through  the  difficult  paflages  which 
we  encountered,  at  four  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived 
at  the  river,  fome  hundred  yards  above  the  rapids  or 
fails,  with  all  our  baggage,  I  compute  the  diftancc 
of  this  day's  progrefs  to  be  about  four  miles;  indeed 
I  fhould  have  meafured  the  whole  of  the  way,  if  I 
had  not  been  obliged  to  engage  perfonally  in  the  la- 
bour of  making  the  road.  But  after  all,  the  Indian 
carrying  way,  whatever  may  be  its  length,  and  I  think  it 
cannot  exceed  ten  miles,  will  always  be  found  more 
lafe  and  expeditious  than  the  paflage  which  our  toil 
and  perfeverance  formed  and  furmounted, 

Thofe  of  my  people  who  vifited  this  place  on  the 
airt,  were  of  opinion  that  the  water  had  rifen  very 
much  fince  that  time.  About  two  hundred  yards  be* 
low  us  the  ftream  ruflied  with  an  aftoniflring  bjt  filent 
vf'ocity,   between  perpendicular    rocks,    which    ire   notJ 

ore  than  thirty-five  yaids  afundcr  ;  when  the  water 
is  high,  It  runs  over  thofe  rocks,  in  a  channel  three 
times  that  breadth,  where  it  is  bounded  by  far  more 
elevated  precipices.  In  the  former  are  deep  round  holes^ 
fome  of  which  are  full  of  water,  while  others  are  empty^ 
in  whole  bottom  are  fmall  round  ftones,  as  fmooth  as 
marble.  Some  of  thefe  natural  cylinders  would  contain 
two  hundred  gallons*  At  a  fmall  diftance  below  the 
firft  of  thefe  rocks,  the  channel  widens  in  a  kind  of 
zig-zag  progreffion ;  and  it  was  really  awful  to  behold 
with  what  infinite  force  the  water  drives  againrt  the 
rocks  on  one  fide,   and  with   what  impetuous  lliength 
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it  is  repelled  to  the  other:  it  ihen  falls  back,  as  it  vere, 
into  a  more  (Irait  but  rugged  pafflige,  over  whicli  \[  is 
toffed  in  high,  foaming,  half-foimed  billows,  as  ht  as 
the  eye  could  follow  it» 

The  young  men  informed  me,    tliat  this  wa§  the  ptacfi 

\vliere  their  relations  had  told  me  that  1  Ihould  meet  with 

ia  fall  ecjual  to  that  of  Niagaia  ?to  cxcutpaic  them,  howe-. 

'Ver,  from  tiieir  apparent  miilnformatioil,  they  declared  that 

their  friends  were  not  accuflomcd  to  utter  falfchoodi,   and 

that  the  fall  had  probably  been   deftroyed  by  the  force 

of  the  warer.     It  is,  hi>wever,  1?ery    evident,  that  thole 

people    had   not  been   here,   or  did  not   adhere  to  tlie 

truthi     By  the  number  of  trees  which  appeared  to  have 

i>een  felled  with  axes,  "we  difcovered  that  the  Kniflcneaux, 

or  fome  tribes  who  are  known  to  employ  that  inftrumcnt, 

had  paffed  this  way.     We  paffed   through    U  fnare  In* 

ctofure,  but  faw   no  animals,  though  the  country  Wi^» 

\Qr^  much  uiterfcdled  by  theif  tracks* 

(Saturday  25.)  tt  tatned  throughout  the  flight,  and 
till  twelve  thisdayi  while  the  bufincfs,  of  preparing  great 
and  fmall  poles,  and  putting  the  canoe  la  ordeiv  ii^c. 
Caufed  us  to  remain  here  till  five  la  jhe  afternooni 
1  now  attached  a  knife^  with  a  fttet^  flinty  beads,  and 
©theif  trifling  articles  to  a  pole,  Dvhich  J  erc6led,  and 
left  i5s  a  token  of  amity  to  the  tiatlves^  When  I  \va! 
Inaking  this  arrangement^  one  of  my  Uttendants,  whom 
1  havQ  atready  (itlcribcd  tinder  the  title  of  the  Cancre, 
addt^d  to  my  afTortment  a  fmall  jound  piece  of  gieiii 
1y4)od,  chewed  yl;  ouq  end  iu  the  form  of  a  brulli, 
%vh1cli  the  Indians  life  to  pick  the  fnaiTow  out  of  hones, 
Tliis  h«?  informetl   m$   WiJl  an    cmhlcm    of  a  sountiy 

aboundtnj; 


I' 
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abounding  in  animals.  The  water  had  lifen  during  our 
flay  here  one  foot  and   an  half  perpendicular  height. 

We  now  embarked,  and  our  courfe  was  North -Weft 
one  mile  and  three  quarters.  There  were  mountains? 
on  all  fides  of  us,  which  were  covered  with  fnowj  one 
in  paitlculai',  on  the  South  fide  of  the  river,  rofe  to  a 
great  htight.  We  continued  to  proceed  Weft  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  North- Weft,  one  mile,  and  Weft-* 
South-Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  we  encamped 
for  the  nigbt<    The  Cancr^  killed  a  fmall  elk* 

^Sunday  26.)  The  Weather  was  clear  and  fliarp^  and 

between  thiee  i^nd  four  lit  the    morning  wc    renewed 

ouf  voyage,,  ouf  firft  courfi^  being  Weft  by  South  threes. 

miles  and  an  baif,   when   tbe    men   complained    of   the, 

cold  In  their  fingers,  as  they  Were  obliged  to  pufli  on  the, 

canoe  with  the  poles*     Here   i\  fmatl  river  flowed  in  from, 

the  North*     We  now  continued  to  fteer   WeftSoutlj* 

Weft  S  quarter  of  a    mile,    "W'eft-NoithAV'eft    ^  mile 

and  an   balf^   and  Weft-  tvvo  miles^  when  we  found  our* 

felves  on  a  parallel  with   a  chain   of  mountains  on  botli 

fides  the  river,  running  South  amt  Northc     The  river, 

both  yefterday  and  tbe  early  |>art  of  to-day,  was   fron\ 

four  to  eight  hundred  yards  Wide,  artd  full  of  iflands^ 

but  Was  at  this   time  du-nMiiftied  t;o  about  two  hundred 

yards  broad,   and    free  from  iflaiuls,  witli   a   fmooth   but 

ftrons:  current.     Our  (lext  couifc  was  South' Weft  tvvo 

miles,  when  we  ent'ountered  a  rapid,  and  faw    an   en« 

campmentof  the  Knifteneaux.  We  now  proceeded  North- 

Wt'ft    by   Weft,   one    mile   among  illands.   South- Well 

by   Weft  three   quarters  of  a   mile,    South -Sauth-Ea(| 

one  inile,    veered  to  South- Weft  through  iftandi   three 
*  .-J   . 

macs 
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miles  and  an  half,  and  Sovith  by  Eaft:  half  a  mile.  Here  a 
river  poured  in  on  the  left,  which  was  the  mod  con- 
fiderable  that  we  had  fccn  lince  we  had  paffed  the 
mountain.  At  fevea  in  the  evening  we  landed  and 
encamped. 

Thougli  the  fun  had  (tione  upon  tis  tTirougtiout  the 
day,  the  air  was  fo  cold  that  the  men,  though  a£tively 
employed,  could  not  rcfift  it  without  the  aid  of  their 
blanket  coats.  This  circumftance  might  jn  fome  degree 
be  expedltd  from  the  furrounding  mountains,  whicli  were 
covered  with  ice  and  fnow  ;  but  as  they  are  not  fo  high 
as  to  produce  the  extreme  cold  which  we  fuffered,  it 
anuft  be  more  particularly  attributed  to  the  high  fituation 
of  the  country  Itfelf,  rather  than  to  the  local  elevation  of 
the  mountains,  the  greatcfl  height  of  which  does  not 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  feet ;  though  in  general  they  do 
not  fife  to  half  that  altitude.  But  as  I  had  not  been  able 
to  take  an  exatSl  meafurement,  I  do  not  prefume  tjpon 
the  accuracy  of  jny  conje6lure.  Towards  the  bottom 
©f  thefe  heights  J  which  Were  clear  of  fnow»  the  trees 
Ivere  putting  forth  their  leave§^  while  thofe  in  their 
mtdJIe  reglo'i  ftill  retained  all  the  charaderiftlcs  of  winter, 
ind  oil  tlicif  iippejr  farts  there    W^s  tittle  or  Jio  woodt 

f  Monday  ^•^,  y^  Tlie  weather    Was   clear   and    wc 

*  riom  this  i!af  to  tlie  4th  of  June,  the  coiirfes  of  my 

loyage  Ura  omitted^  tis  I  toft  the  book  that  contained  them* 

1  ^vas  ill  the  halMt    of  fometimcs    indulging    myfelf   with   a 

fliort  doze  In   the  canoe,  iind   I   UTiat;ine  that  the  branches 

of  the  trees  bniflied   my    book   from  me.    when    I   was  in 

iwch  %   rituntion,  vvhich   renders  tlie  account  of  theft-   fe\f 

ttayl  Icfs  diltincl  than  ufuaU 
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continued  our  voyage  at  the  ufual  liour  when  wc 
fucceflively  found  feveral  rapid 3  and  points  to  impede 
our  progrefs.  At  noon  our  latitude  was  56.  5.  54.  North. 
The  Indians  killed  a  ftag;  and  one  of  the  men  who 
went  to  fetch  it  was  very  much  endangered  by  the  rolling 
down  of  a  large  ftone  from  the  heights  above  him, 

(Tuefday  28.  )  The  day  was  very  cloudy.  The  moun« 
tains  on  both  fides  of  the  river  feemed  to  have  funk, 
in  their  elevation,  during  the  voyage  of  yefterday.  To 
day  they  refumed  their  former  altitude,  and  ran  fo  clofe 
on  either  fide  of  the  channel,  that  all  view  was  excluded 
of  every  thing  but  themfelves.  This  part  of  the  current 
was  not  broken  by  iflands ;  but  in  the  afternoon  we 
approached  fome  cafcades,  which  obliged  us  to  carry 
our  canoe  and  its  lading  for  feveral  hundred  yards.  Here 
we  obferved  an  encampment  of  the  natives,  though 
fome  time  had  elapfed  fince  it  had  been  inhabited.  The 
greater  part  of  the  day  was  divided  between  heavy 
Ihowers  and  fmall  rafn ;  and  we  took  our  (lailon  oa 
the  ftiore  about  fix  in.  the  evening,  about  three  miles 
above  the  lafl:  xapidf- 

(  Wednef.  29.  )  The  rant  tvas  fo  violent  throughout® 

the  whole  of  this  day,  that  we  did  not  venture  to  pro* 

ceed.     As  we  ha(t  almoin  expended  the  contents    of  «| 

rum   keg,    and   this   being  a  day  which  allowed  of  no 

active  emplaymcnt,  I  amufcd  myfelf  with  the  experiinenl 

of  inclofing  a  letter  in  it,  ar.d   difpatching  it  down  the 

ftreara,    10    take    its   fate.      I   accordingly   introduced  4 

written  account  of  all  our  hardlhips,  6cc.  carefully  in-r 

clofed  in  bark,  into  the  fmall  barrel  by  the  bung-holcr 

which   being  carefuliv   fecured,  I  configncd   this   epifto.' 

lary  cargo  to  the  mercy  of  the  current. 

ffhurfdal^ 
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(  Thurlil.  30.  )  Wc  were  alarmed  this  morning  :\t 
break  of  day,  by  the  continual  harking  of  our  dog,  wlio 
never  ccaled  fiom  running  backwards  and  forwards  in 
the  rear  of  our  fituation  :  when,  however,  tlie  day  ad- 
vanced, we  dilcovered  the  caulc  of  our  alarm  to  pio- 
cccd  fiom  a  wolf,  who  was  piiradmn;  a  ridge  a  tew 
yards  behind  us,  and  liad  been  moft  probably  allured  by 
the  fccnt  of  ouv  final  I  portion  of  freili  meati  The 
Weattiet*  \vas  c*outly,  but  it  did  not  prevent  us  troiii 
renewing  our  progiefi  at  a  very  early  liour,  A  confi-* 
deiable  rivef  appeared  from  the  left,  and  we  continued 
our  courfe  till  fcven  tii  the  evening,  when  we  landed  at 
jilght  where  there  was  on  Indian  encampmentt 

(  Friday  31,  )  The  morning  was  clear  and  cold,  and 
the  current  very  powerful.  On  crofTing  the  mouth  of 
a  livcf  that  flowed  in  from  tlie  light  of  us»  we  were 
very  much  cntlangered ;  Indeed  all  the  rivers  winch  I 
have  fately  feen,  appear  to  ovei flow  their  natural  limits, 
as  It  may  be  fuppofed^  from  the  melting  of  the  moun- 
tain ^no^^r»  The  water  Is  almofl:  white,  the  bed  of  the 
fivef  being  of  ihne-flone.  The  mountains  are  one  folid 
inafs  of  the  fame  materials,  but  without  the  leafl  fliadc 
oftreeSg  o|  decoration  of  foliage*  At  nine  the  men 
\vere  fo  cotd  that  %vg  landcct,  in  order  to  kindle  a  fire, 
Ivhicli  was  confidercu  as  a.  very  uncommon  circumfl-.nce 
M  tilts  feafon  ,  a  fmall  quantity  of  rum,  however,  fcrvcd 
^s  ail  adequate  fubRitutc  ,  and  the  current  being  fo  Imooth 
ii  to  admit  of  the  ufe  of  padtllcs,  T  encouraged  them 
fo  proceed  wi'tliout  any  further  delay,  hi  a  (hoit  time 
fin  extenfive  view  opened  lipon  us,  dlfplaying  a  beautiful 
flieel  ^pf  water,  that  waf  heightened  by  the  calmnefs  of 
|hg  %eajlieftj  and  ^  fplendid  fun»     Here  the  mountains, 
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ivhich  were  covered  with  wood,  opened  on  either  fide, 
fo  that  we  entertained  the  hope  of  foon  leaving  them, 
behind  us.  When  we  had  got  to  the  termination  of 
this  profpedl,  the  river  was  barred  with  rocks,  forming 
cafcades  and  fmall  iflands.  To  proceed  onwards,  we 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  clearing  a  narrow  pai&ge  of 
the  drift  wood,  on  the  left  fhore.  Here  the  view  con- 
vinced us  that  our  late  hopes  were  without  foundation,* 
as  there  appeared  a  ridge  or  chain  of  mountains,  run- 
ping  South  and  North  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

?^    On  advancing  two  or  three  miles,  we  arrived  at  the 
fork,  one  branch  running  about  Weft-North- Weft,  and 
the  other  South  -  South  -  Eaft.     If  I  had  been  governed 
by  my  own  judgment,  I  fhould  have  taken  the  former, 
as  it  appeared  to  me  to  Lc  the  moft  likely  to  bring  us 
jneareft  to  the  part  where  I  Wkftied  to  fall  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;   but  the  old  man,  whcm  I  have  already  men* 
tioned  as  having  been  frequently  on  war  expeditions  iri 
this  country,   had  warned  me  not,  on  any  account,   to 
follow  it,  as  it  was  foon  loft  in  various  branches  among 
the  mountains,  and  that  there  was  no   great  river   that 
ran  in  any  dirediion  near  it;  but,  by  following  the  latter^ 
he  faid,  we  ftiould  arrive  at  a  carrying-place  to  another 
Jarge  river,  that  did  not  exceed  a  day's  march,   where  the 
inhabitants  build  houfes,  and  live  upon  iflands.     There 
was  fo  much  apparent  truth  in  the  old  man's  narrative, 
that  I  determined  to  be  governed  by  it  i   for  I  did   ;iio| 
entertain  the  leaft  doubt,  if  I  could  get  into  the  othei* 

river,  that  I  fliould  reach  the  ocean, 

,  •  « 

I   accordingly  ordered   my    fteerfmart    to   proceed  at 

^P    once  to  the  Eaft  branch,    which  appeared  tQ  be  more 

Vol.  IL  ^  |;^i4 
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rapid  than  the  other,  though  it  did  not  poffcfs  an  equal 
breadth.  Thefe  circumlbnces  difpofed  my  men  and  the 
Indians,  the  latter  in  particular  being  very  tired  of  the 
voyage,  to  exprels  their  wifhes  that  I  fliould  take  the 
Wertern  branch,  efpecially  when  they  perceived  the 
difficulty  of  ftcmming  the  current,  in  the  dire6tion  oti 
which  I  had  determined.  Indeed  the  rufh  of  water  waj 
fo  powerful,  that  we  were  the  greatert  part  of  the 
afternoon  in  getting  two  or  three  miles — a  very  tardy 
and  mortifymg  progrefs,  and  which,  with  the  voyage, 
was  openly  execrated  by  many  of  thofe  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it :  and  the  inexpreffible  toil  thefe  people  had 
endured,  as  well  as  the  dangers  they  had  encountered, 
Required  fome  degree  of  confideration ;  I  therefore  em- 
ployed thofe  arguments  which  were  the  beft  calculated 
to  calm  their  immediate  difcontents,  as  well  as  to  encou- 
fage  their  future  hopes,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  de- 
iivered  my  fentiments  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  convince 
them  that  I  was  determined  to  proceed. 


On  the  iH  of  June  we  embaiked  at  fun -rife,  and 
towards  noon  the  current  began  to  flacken  ;  we  then 
put  to  fhore,  in  order  to  gum  the  canoe,  when  a  me- 
fidian  altitude  gave  me  55.  42.  16.  North  latitude.  We 
then  continued  our  courfe,  and  towards  the  evening  the 
current  began  to  recover  its  former  ftrength.  Mr.  Mackay 
and  the  Indians  had  already  difembarked,  to  walk  and 
lighten  the  boat.  At  fun-fet  we  encamped  on  a  point, 
being  the  firft  dry  land  which  had  been  found  on  this 
(Ide  the  river,  that  was  fit  for  our  purpofe,  fince  our 
people  went  on  fhore.  In  the  morning  we  paffed  * 
large^ragid  river^  that  flowed  in  from  the  right* 
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In  no  part  of  0  North  -  Wcfl  did  I  fee  fo  much 
beaver-work,  within  an  equal  dillance,  as  in  the  courfe 
of  this  day.  In  feme  places  they  liad  cut  down  feveral 
acres  of  large  poplars,  and  wc  faw  alfo  a  great  number  of 
tlule  adlive  and  fagacious  animals.  The  time  which 
thefe  wonderful  creatures  allot  for  their  labours,  whether 
in  erei'^ing  their  curious  habitations  or  providing  food, 
is  the  whole  of  the  interval  between  the  fetting  and  the 
riling  fun. 

Towards  tlie  dufky  part  of  tfie  evening  we  heard  fe-* 
veral  difcharges  from  the  fowling  pieces  of  our  people, 
which  we  anfwered,  to  inform  them  of  our  fituation ; 
and  (ome  time  after  it  was  dark,  they  arrived  in  an  equal 
ftate  of  fatigue  and  alarm  :  they  were  alfo  obliged  to  fwiin 
acrofs  a  channel  in  order  to  get  to  us,  as  we  were  fituated 
on  an  ifland,  though  we  were  ignorant  of  the  circum- 
ftance,  till  they  came  to  inform  us.  One  of  the  Indians 
was  politive  that  he  heard  the  difcharge  of  fire  arms 
above  our  encampment ;  and  on  comparing  the  number 
of  our  difcharges  with  theirs,  there  appeared  to  be  fome 
foundation  for  his  alarm,  as  we  imagined  that  we  had 
heard  two  reports  more  than  they  acknowledged ;  and , 
in  their  terror,  they  declared  that  they  had  heard  twice 
the  number  of  thofe  which  we  knew  had  proceeded 
from  us.  The  Indians  were  therefore  certain,  that  the 
Knifleneaux  muft  be  in  our  vicinity,  on  a  war  expe* 
dition,  and  confequently,  if  they  were  numerous,  we 
fhould  have  had  no  reafon  to  expe6t  the  leaft  mercy  from 
them  in  this  diflant  country.  Though  I  did  not  believe 
that  circumftance,  or  that  any  of  the  natives  could  be 
in  pofleffion  of  fire-arms,  I  thought  it  right,  at  all  events, 
we  fhculd  be   prepared.     Our  fufees  wcre^    therefore, 
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primed  and  loaded,  and,   having  extinguiihed  our  fire, 
each  of  us  took  his  Nation  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  where 
we  paflcd  an  uneafy  and  redlefs  night.  > 

Tlie  fucceeding  morning  being  clear  and  j^eafant,  wc 
proceeded  at  an  early  hour  againil  a  rapid  current,  in- 
terfedted  by  iflands.  About  eight  we  palTed  two  largo 
trees,  whole  roots  having  been  undermined  by  the  cur- 
rent, had  recently  fallen  into  the  river ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  crafh  of  their  fall  had  occafioned  the  noife 
which  caufed  our  late  alarm.  In  this  manner  the  water 
ravages  the  iflands  in  thefe  rivers,  and  by  driving  down 
great  quantities  of  wood,  forms  the  foundations  of 
others.  The  men  were  fo  opprcfled  with  fatigue,  that 
it  was  neceflltry  they  fhould  encamp  at  fix  in  the  after- 
noon. We,  therefore,  landed  on  a  fandy  ifland,  which  is 
a  very  uncommon  object,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  iflands 
conflfl  of  a  bottom  of  round  flones  and  gravel,  covered 
from  three  to  ten  feet  with  mud  and  old  drift-wood. 
Beaver-woork  was  as  frequently  feen  as  oa  the  preceding 

On  the  3d  of  June  we  renewed  our  voyage  with  the 
riling  fun.  At  noon  I  obtained  a  meridian  altitude, 
which  gave  55.  22.  3.  North  latitude.  I  alfo  took  time, 
and  the  watch  was  flow  i.  30.  14.  apparent  time.  Accor- 
ding to  my  calculation,  this  place  is  about  twenty-five 
miles  South- Eaft  of  the  fork.* 

*  I  fliall  now  proceed  with  my  ufual  regularity,  which, 
as  I  have  already  mentioned,  has  been,  for  fome  days^  fuf- 
pended,  from  the  lofs  of  my  book  of  obfervation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Continue  our  voyage.  Heavy  fog.  The  water  rifes.  SuC' 
ceffion  of  courfes,  Progrejpve  account  of  this  branch. 
Leave  the  canoe  to  proceed,  and  afcend  an  hill  to  re- 
connoitre. Climb  a  tree  to  extend  my  view  of  the  country. 
Return  to  the  river.  The  canoe  not  arrived.  Go  in 
fearch  of  it.  Extreme  heat,  mufquitoes,  tstc.  Increajtng 
anxiety  rejpefiing  the  canoe.  It  at  length  appears. 
Violent  fiorm.  Circumjlances  of  our  progrefs.  Forced 
to  haule  the  canoe  up  the  fir  earn  by  the  branches  of  trees, 
SucceJJion  of  courfes,  fVild  parfnips  along  the  river, 
ExpeSl  to  meet  with  natives,  Courfes  continued.  Fall 
in  with  fame  natives.  Our  intercourje  with  them.  Ac 
count  of  their  drejs,  arms,  utenjils,  and  manners,  tsfc. 
New  dijcouragements   and  difficulties  prefent  themfelves. 


June,  1793. 

(Tuefday4.  )  W  E  embarked  this  morning  at  fout 
in  a  very  heavy  fog.  The  water  had  been  continually 
rifing,  and,  in  many  places,  overflowed  its  banks.  The 
current  alfo  was  fo  ftrong,  that  our  progrefs  was  very 
tedious,  and  required  the  mod  laborious  exertions.  Our 
courfe  was  this  day,  South-South-Eaft  one  mile,  South- 
South- Weft  half  a  mile,  Soulh-Eaft  three  quarters  of 

a  raile. 
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a  mile,  North- Eaft  by  Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-£a(l  by  South  one  mile. 
South- South- Eaft  one  mile  three  quarters,  South-Eaft  by 
South  half  a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
South-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  North-Elaft  by  Eaft 
half  a  mile,  Eaft  by  North  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South- 
Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
South-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile.  North  -  Eaft  by  Eaft 
Eaft  half  a  mile,  North- North-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  South  by  Eaft  one  mile  and  an  half.  We 
could  not  find  a  place  fit  for  an  encampment,  till  nine 
at  night,  when  we  landed  on  a  bank  of  gravel,  of  which 
little  more  appeared  above  water  than  the  fpot  we 
occupied. 


(Wednefday  5.)  Tliis  morning  we  found  our  canoe 
and  baggage  in  the  water,  which  had  continued  rifmg 
during  the  night.  We  then  gummed  the  canoe,  as 
we  arrived  at  too  late  an  hour  to  perform  that  operation 
on  the  preceding  evening.  This  necelTary  buGnefs  being 
completed,  we  traverfed  to  the  North  fhore,  where  I 
difembarked  with  Mr.  Mackay  and  the  hunters,  in  order 
to  afcend  an  adjacent  mountain,  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining a  view  of  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  I 
directed  my  people  to  proceed  with  all  pofllble  diligence, 
and  that,  if  they  met  with  any  accident,  or  found  my 
return  neceftary,  they  ihould  fire  two  guns.  They  alfo 
underftood,  that  when  they  fhould  hear  the  fame 
fignal  from  me,  they  were  to  anfwer,  and  wait  for  me, 
if  1  were  behind  them. 

When  we  had  afcended  to  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  we 
found  that  it  extended  onwards  in  an  even,  level  country ; 
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(o  that,  encumbered  as  we  were  with  the  thick  wood, 
no  dillant  view  could  be  obtained  :  I  therefore  climbed  a 
very  lofty  tree,  from  whofe  top  I  difcerned  on  the  right 
a  ridge  of  mountains  covered  with  fnow,  bearing  about 
North- Weft ;  from  thence  another  ri<lgc  of  high  land, 
whereon  no  fnow  was  vifible,  ftrctched  towards  the 
South;  between  which  and  the  fnowy  hills  on  the  Eaft 
fide,  there  appeared  to  be  an  opening,  which  we  de- 
termined to  be  the  courfe  of  the  river. 


Having  obtained  all  the  fatisfa£iion  that  the  nature  of 
the  place  would  admit,  we  proceeded  forwaid  to  overtake 
the  canoe,  and,  after  a  warm   walk,   came  down   upon 
the  river,    when  we  difcharged  our   pieces  twice,    but 
received  no  anfwering  fignal.     I  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  canoe  was  before  us,  while  the  Indians  entertained 
an  oppofite  notion.     I,   however,  crofled  another  point 
of  land,    and  came  again   to  the  waterfide  about  ten. 
Here  we  had  a  long  view  of  the  river,  which  circum* 
ftance  excited  in  my  mind  fome  doubts  of  my  former 
fentiments.     We  repeated  our  fignals,  but  without  any 
return;   and  as  every  moment   now    increafed  my  an- 
xiety, I  left  Mr.  Mackay  and  one  of  the  Indians  at  this 
fpot  to  make  a  large  fire,  and  fend  branches  adrift  down 
the  current  as  notices  of  our  fituation,  if  the  canoe  was 
behind  us,  and  proceeded  with  the  other  Indian  acroft 
a  very  long  point,  where  the  river  makes  a  confiderable 
bend,  in  order  that  I  might  be  fatisfied  if  the  canoe  was 
a  head.     Having  been  accuftomed  for  the  laft  fortnight 
to  very  cold  weather,  I  found  the  heat  of  this  day  almoft 
infupportable,  as  our  way  lay  over  a  dry  fand,  which 
was  relieved  by  no  fliade,  but  fuch  as  a  few   fcattered 
cyprefles  could  afford  as.     About  twelve  we  arrived  once 

more 
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snore  at  the  river,  and  the  difcharge  of  our  pieces  waf 
as  unfuccefsful  as  it  had  hitherto  been.  The  water 
rufhed  before  us  with  uncommon  velocity,  and  we  alfo 
tried  the  experiment  of  fending  frefh  branches  down  it. 
To  add  to  the  difagreeablenefs  of  our  fituation,  the  gnats 
and  mufquitoes  appeared  in  fwarms  to  torment  us. 
When  we  returned  t6  our  companions,  we  found  that 
they  had  not  been  contented  with  remaining  in  the 
pofition  where  I  had  left  them,  but  had  been  three  or 
four  miles  down  the  river,  and  were  come  back  to  their 
(lation,  without  having  made  any  difcovery  of  the  people 
on  the  water.  ...       :•..         • 


Various  very  unpleafing  conjectures  at  once  perplexed 
vnd  diftrcjGTed  us  :  the  Indians,  who  are  inclined  to  mag- 
nify evils  of  any  and  every  kind,  had  at  once  configned 
the  canoe  and  every  one  on  board  it  to  the  bottom,  and 
were  already  fettling  a  plan  to  return  upon  a  raft,  as  well 
as  calculating  the  number  of  nights  that  would  be 
required  to  reach  their  home.  iVs  for  myfelf,  it  will  be 
eafily  believed,  that  my  mind  was  in  a  flate  of  extreme 
agitation ;  and  the  imprudence  of  my  conduct  in  leaving 
the  people  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  danger  and  toilfome 
exertion,  added  a  very  painful  mortification  to  the  fevere 
apprehenfions  I  already  fuffered :  it  was  an  a£i  of  indif- 
cretion  which  might  have  put  an  end  to  the  voyage  that 
I  had  fn  much  at  heart,  and  compelled  me  at  length  to 
fubmit  to  the  fcheme  which  my  hunters  had  already 
formed  for  our  return.  


"■ 'M  ."If?' ?• 


rt. 


f.  At  half  part  fix  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Mackay  and  the 
Cancre  fet  off  to  proceed  down  the  river,  as  far  as  they 
€ould  before  the  night  came  on,  and  to  continue  their 

journey 
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journey  in  the  morning  to  the  place  where  we  had 
encamped  the  preceding  evening.  I  alfo  propofed  to 
make  my  excurfion  upwards;  and,  if  we  both  failed  of 
fuccefs  in  meeting  the  canoe,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
ftiould  return  to  the  place  where  we  now  feparated. 


In  this  fituation  we  had  wherewithal  to  drink  ia 
plenty,  but  with  folid  food  we  were  totally  unprovided. 
We  had  not  fecn  even  a  partridge  throughout  the  day, 
and  the  tracks  of  rein-deer  that  we  had  difcovered  were 
of  an  old  date.  We  were,  however,  preparing  to  make 
a  bed  of  the  branches  of  trees,  where  we  fhould  have 
had  no  other  canopy  than  that  afforded  us  by  the  heavens, 
when  we  heard  a  (hot,  and  foon  after  another,  which 
was  the  notice  agreed  upon,  if  Mr.  Mackay  and  the 
Indian  (hould  fee  the  canoe :  that  fortunate  circumftance 
was  alfo  confirmed  by  a  return  of  the  fignal  from  the 
people.  I  was,  however,  fo  fatigued  from  the  heat 
and  exercife  of  the  day,  as  well  as  incommoded  from 
drinking  fo  much  cold  water,  that  I  did  not  wifh  to 
remove  till  the  following  morning;  but  the  Indian 
made  fuch  biiier  complaints  of  the  cold  and  hunger 
which  ho  fufFered,  that  I  complied  with  his  folicitations 
to  depart,  and  it  was  almofl  dark  when  we  reached  the 
canoe,  barefooted,  and  drenched  with  rain.  But  thefe 
inconveniences  affedted  me  very  little,  when  I  faw 
myfelf  once  more  furrounded  with  my  people.  They 
informed  me,  that  the  canoe  had  been  broken,  and 
that  they  had  this  day  experienced  much  greater  toil 
and  hardfhips  than  on  any  former  occafion.  I  thought 
it  prudent  to  affeA  a  belief  of  every  reprefentation  that 
they  made,  and  even  to  comfort  each  of  them  with  z 
confolatory  dram:    for,    however    difficult   the  paflage 

Vol.  II.  L  might 
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might  have  been,  it  was  too  (hort  to  have  occupied  the 
whole  day,  if  they  had  not  relaxed  in  their  exertions. 
The  rain  was  accompanied    with    thunder   and  light- 
ning. 

It  appeared  from  the  various  encampments  which  we 
had  feen,  and  from  feveral  paddles  we  had  found,  that 
the  natives  frequent  this  part  of  the  country  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  fummer  and  the  fall.  The  courfe 
to-day  was  nearly  Eaft-South-Eaft  two  miles  and  an 
half,  South  by  Weft  one  mile,  South-South-Eaft  one 
mile  and  an  half,  Eaft  two  miles,  and  South-Eaft  by 
South  one  mile. 

fThurfday  6.)  At  half  paft  four  this  morning  we 
continued  our  voyage,  our  courfes  being  South- Eall  by 
South  one  mile,  Eaft  by  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
South-Eaft  by  Eaft  two  miles.  The  whole  of  this 
diftance  we  proc^ded  by  hauling  the  canoe  from  branch 
to  branch.  The  current  was  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  fteni  it  with  the  paddles ;  the  depth  was  too 
great  to  receive  any  aififtance  from  the  poles,  and  the 
bank  of  the  river  was  fo  dofely  lined  with  willows  and 
other  trees,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  employ  the  line. 
As  it  was  paft  twelve  before  we  could  find  a  place 
that  would  allow  of  our  landing,  I  could  not  get  a 
meridian  altitude.  We  occupied  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
repairing  the  canoe,  drying  our  doaths,  and  making 
paddles  and  poles  to  replace  thofe  which  had  been  broken 
or  loft. 


(Friday  7.)   The  morning  was  clear  and  calm,  and 
fince  we  had  been  at  this  ftation  the  water  had  rifen  two 

inches ; 
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inches ;  (o  that  the  current  became  ftill  ftronger,  and  its 
velocity  had  already  been  fo  great  as  to  juftify  our  de« 
fpair  in  getting  up  it,  if  we  had  not  been  fo  long 
accudomed  to  furmount  it.  I  lad  night  ohlerved  an 
emerfion  of  Jupiter's  firft  fatellite,  but  inadvertently 
went  to  bed,  without  committing  the  exa£t  time  to 
writing;  if  my  memory  is  correct,  it  was  8.  18.  lO, 
by  the  time-piece.  The  canoe,  which  had  been  little 
better  than  a  wreck,  being  now  repaired,  we  proceeded 
£aft  two  miles  and  a  quarter.  South- South-Eaft  half  a 
mile,  South- Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  we  landed 
to  take  an  altitude  for  time.  We  continued  our  route 
at  South-Eaft  by  Eafl  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and 
landed  again  to  determine  the  latitude,  which  is  55.  s» 
51.  To  this  I  add,  2.  45.  Southing,  which  will  make 
the  place  of  taking  altitude  for  time  55.  5.  36.  with 
which  I  find  that  my  time- piece  was  flow  i.  31.  23. 
apparent  time,  and  made  the  longitude  obtained  122. 
35.  50.  Weft  of  Greenwich. 

From  this  place  we  proceeded  Eaft  by  South  four 
miles  and  an  half,  in  which  fpace  there  falls  ir  ?  fmall 
river  from  the  Eaft ;  Eaft  half  a  mile,  SouU  Vaft  a 
mile  and  an  half,  Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  encamped 
at  feven  o'clock.  Mr.  Mackay  and  the  hunters  walked 
the  greateft  part  of  the  day,  and  in  the  courfe  of  their 
excurfion  killed  a  porcupine.*    Here  we  found  the  bed 

*  We  had  been  obliged  to  indulge  our  hunters  with, 
fitting  idle  in  the  canoe,  left  their  being  compelled  to  fliare 
in  the  labour  of  navigating  it  fhould  difguft  and  drive  them 
from  us.  We,  therefore,  employed  them  as  much  as  pot. 
fible  on  fliore}  as  well  to  procure  provifions  as  to- lighten 
the  canoe» 

La  *       of 
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of  a  very  large  bear  quite  frefh.     During  the  day  feveral 
Indian  encampments  were  feen,    which  were  of  a  late 
eredtion.    The  current  had  alfo  loft  fome  of  its  impe- 
tuofity  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

'  (Saturday  8.)  It  rained  and  thundered  throughout  the 
night,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  we  again  encountered 
the  current.  Our  courfe  was  Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mite, 
round  to  South  by  Eafl  along  a  very  high  white  fandy 
bank  on  the  Eaft  fhore  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South- 
South-Eafl  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South-South- Weft  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  South- South- Eaft  one  mjle  and  a 
Quarter,  South-Eaft  two  miles,  with  a  flack  current; 
South-Eaft  by  Eaft  two  miles  and  a  quarter,  Eaft  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  South- South-Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South- 
Eaft  by  South  four  miles  and  an  half,  South<>Eaft  one 
mile  and  an  half,  South-South-Weft  half  a  mile,  Eaft- 
North-Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft- South-Eaft  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  6ne  mile,  South-Eaft  by 
Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  three  quaiters  of  a  mile, 
when  the  mountains  were  in  full  view,  in  this  diredlion 
and  Eaftward.  For  the  three  laft  days  we  could  only 
fee  them  at  ftiort  intervals  and  long  diftances ;  but  till 
theut  they  were  continually  in  fight  on  either  fide,  from 
our  entrance  into  the  fotk.  Thote  to  the  left  were  at 
no  great  diftance  from  us. 

For  the  laft  two  days  we  had  been  anxioufty  looking 
out  for  the  carrying- place,  but  could  not  difcover  it, 
and  our  only  hope  was  in  fuch  information  as  we  fhould 
be  able  to  procure  from  the  natives.  All  that  remained 
for  us  to  do,  was  to  pufti  forwards  till  the  river  fhould 
be  no  longer  navigable  :  it  had  now,  indeed,  overflowed 

its 
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its  banks,  fo  that  it  was  eight  before  we  could  difcover 
a  place  to  encamp.  Having  found  plenty  of  wild  parfneps, 
we  gathered  the  tops,  and  boiled  them  with  pemmican 
for  our  (bpper. 

(Sunday  9.)  The  rain  of  this  morning  terminated  in 
a  heavy  mift  at  half  paft  five,  when  we  embarked  and 
fleered  South-Eaft  one  mile  and  an  half,  when  it  veered 
North-North-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  three  quarters  of 
a  mile,  Eafl  by  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Eafl-South* 
Eafl  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South-South-Eaft  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaftone  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  half 
a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  Eaft  by  South  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a 
mile,  Eaft  North-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  when  it 
veered  to  South-South-Eift  half  a  mile,  then  back  to  Eaft 
(  when  a  blue  mountain,  clear  of  fnow,  appeared  a  head  ) 
one  mile  and  an  half;  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile, 
Eaft  by  North  one  mile,  when  it  veered  to  South-Eaft 
half  a  mile,  then  on  to  North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  back  to  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile.  South 
by  Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  to 
North-North-Eaft  half  a  mile.  South- South-Eaft  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  Eaft  by  North  half  a  mile :  here 
we  perceived  a  fmell  of  fire,  and  in  a  fhort  time  heard 
people  in  the  woods,  as  if  in  a  ftate  of  great  confufion, 
which  was  occaftoned,  as  we  afterwards  underftood,  by 
their  difcovery  of  us.  At  the  fame  time  this  unexpected 
circumftai.ce  produced  fome  little  difcoinpofure  among 
ourfelves,  as  our  arms  were  not  in  a  ftate  of  preparation, 
and  we  were  as  yet  unable  to  afcertain  the  number  of  the 
party.    I  confidered,  that  if  tliere  were  but  few  it  would 

bs 
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be  needlefs  to  purfue  them,  as  it  would  not  be  probable 
that  we  (hould  overtake  them  in  thefe  thick  woods ;  and 
if  they  were  numerous,  it  would  be  an  adi  of  great 
imprudence  to  make  the  attempt,  at  lead  during  their 
prefent  alarm.  I  therefore  ordered  my  people  to  ftrike  off 
to  the  oppofite  fide,  that  we  might  fee  if  any  of  them  had 
fufficient  courage  to  remain ;  but,  before  we  were  half 
over  the  river,  which,  m  this  part,  is  not  more  than 
an  hundred  yards  wide,  two  men  appeared  on  a  rifing 
ground  over  againft  us,  brandifhing  their  fpears,  difplaying 
their  bows  and  arrows,  and  accompanying  their  hoflilc 
geftures  with  loud  vociferations.  My  interpreter  did 
not  hefitate  to  alTure  them,  that  they  might  difpel  their 
apprehenfions,  as  we  were  white  people,  who  medi- 
tated no  injury,  but  were,  on  the  contrary,  deiirous 
of  demonftrat'mg  every  mark  of  kindnefs  and  friendlhip. 
They  did  not,  however,  feem  difpofed  to  confide  in  our 
declarations,  and  actually  threatened,  if  we  came  over 
before  they  were  more  fully  fatisfied  of  our  peaceable 
intentions,  that  they  would  difi:harge  their  arrows  at  us. 
This  was  a  decided  kind  of  conduct  which  I  did  not 
cxpe(^;  at  the  fame  time  I  readily  complied  with  their 
proportion,  and  after  fome  time  had  pafled  in  hearing 
and  anfwering  their  queftions,  they  confented  to  our 
landing,  though  not  without  betraying  very  evident 
fymptoms  of  fear  and  diftruft.  They,  however,  laid 
afide  their  weapons,  and,  when  I  ftepped  forward  and 
took  each  of  them  by  the  hand,  one  of  them,  but  with 
a  very  tremulous  a£tion,  drew  his  knife  from  his  fleeve, 
and  prefented  it  to  me  as  a  mark  of  his  fubmiflion  to 
my  will  and  pleafure.  On  our  fird  hearing  the  noife 
of  thefe  people  in  the  woods,  we  difplayed  our  ftag^ 
which  was  now  ihewn  to  them  as  a  token  of  friend(hip. 

They 
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They  examined  ui,  and  every  thing  about  us,  with  a 
minute  and  fufpicious  attention.  They  had  heard,  in- 
deed, of  white  men,  but  this  was  the  fiift  time  that 
they  had  ever  feen  an  human  being  of  a  complexion  dif- 
ferent from  their  own.  The  party  had  been  here  but  a 
few  hours,  nor  had  they  yet  ere<5lcd  their  fheds;  and, 
except  the  two  men  now  with  us,  they  had  all  fled, 
leaving  their  little  property  behind  them.  To  thofe 
which  had  given  us  fuch  a  proof  of  their  confidence,  we 
paid  the  moft  conciliating  attentions  in  our, power.  One 
of  them  I  fent  to  recai  his  people,  and  the  other,  for 
very  obvious  reafons,  we  kept  with  us.  In  the  mean 
time  the  canoe  was  unloaded,  the  neceflary  baggage  car- 
ried up  the  hill,  and  the  tents  pitched. 


Here  I  determined  to  remain  till  the  Indians  became 
fo  familiarized  with  us,  as  to  give  all  the  intelligence 
which  we  imagined  might  be  obtained  from  them.  In 
(siSt,  it  had  been  my  intention  to  land  where  I  might 
mod  probably  difcover  the  carrying- place,  which  was  our 
more  immediate  object,  and  undertake  marches  of  two  or 
three  days,  in  different  diredlions,  in  fearch  of  another 
river.  If  unfuccefsful  in  this  attempt,  it  was  my  pur- 
pofe  to  continue  my  progrefs  up  the  prefent  river,  as 
far  as  it  was  navigable,  and  if  we  did  not  meet  with  na- 
tives to  inftru6t  us  in  our  further  progrefs,  I  had  deter- 
mined to  return  to  the  fork,  and  take  the  other  branch, 
with  the  hope  of  better  fortune. 

It  was  about  three  in  the  afternoon  when  we  landed, 
and  at  five  the  whole  party  of  Indians  were  aifembled. 
It  confided  only  of  three  men,  three  women,  and  feven 
or  eight  boys  and  girls.      With  their  fcratched  legs, 

bleeding 
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bleeding  feet,  and  dishevelled  hair,  as  in  the  hurry  of 
their  flight  they  had  left  their  (hoes  and  leggins  behind 
them,  they  difplayed  a  moft  wretched  appearance :  they 
were  confoled,  however,  witli  beads,  and  other  trifles, 
which  feemed  id  pleafe  them ;  they  had  pemmican  alfo 
given  them  to  eat,  which  was  not  imwelcome,  and  in 
our  opinion,  at  lead,  fuperior  to  their  own  provifion, 
which  confided  entirely  of  dried  fifh. 


"When  I  thought  that  they  were  fufficiently  com- 
pofed,  I  fent  for  the  men  to  my  tent,  to  gain  fuch 
information  refpe£ling  the  country  as  I  concluded  it  was 
in  their  power  to  aflford  me.  But  my  expe<^tions  were 
by  no  means  fatisfied:  they  faid  that  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  any  river  to  the  Weftward,  but  that 
there  was  one  from  whence  they  were  juft  arrived,  over 
a  carrying-place  of  eleven  days  march,  which  they  re- 
fented  as  being  a  branch  only  of  the  river  before  us.  Tlicir 
ironwork  they  obtained  from  the  people  who  inhabit  tlic 
bank  of  that  river,  and  an  adjacent  lake,  in  exchange 
for  beaver  fkins,  and  drefled  moofe  Ikins,  They  re- 
prefented  the  latter  as  travelling,  during  a  moon,  lo 
get  to  the  country  of  other  tribes,  who  live  in  houfes, 
with  whom  thev  traffic  for  the  fame  commodities ;  and 
that  thefe  alfo  extend  their  journies  in  the  fame  manner 
to  the  fea  coaft,  or,  to  ufe  their  expreflion,  the  Stinking 
Lake,  where  they  trade  with  people  like  us,  who  comf 
there  in  veffels  as  big  as  iflands.  They  added,  that  the 
people  to  the  Weftward,  as  they  have  been  told,  are 
very  numerous.  Thofe  who  inhabit  the  other  branch 
they  ftatcd  as  confiding  of  about  forty  families,  while 
they  thcmfelves  did  not  amount  to  more  than  a  fourth 
of  that  number ;  and  were  almod  continually  compelled 

ta 
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to  remain  in  their  ftrong  holds,  where  they  fometime* 
periHied  with  cold  and  hunger,  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  their  enemies,  who  never  '"ailed  to  attack  them 
whenever  an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf. 

This  account  of  the  country,  from  a  people  who! ' 
had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  were  well  acquainted  wife" 
every  part  of  it,  threatened  to  difconcert  the  projed  on 
which  my  heart  was  fet,  and  in  which  my  whole  mind 
was  occupied.  It  occurred  to  me,  however,  that  from 
fear,  or  other  motives,  they  might  be  tardy  in  their 
communication ;  I  therefore  alTured  them,  that  if  they 
^would  dire^  me  to  the  river  which  I  defcribed  to  them» 
I  would  come  in  large  veflels,  like  thofe  that  their 
neighbours  had  defcribed,  to  the  mouth  of  it,  and  bring 
them  arms  and  ammunition  in  exchange  for  the  produce 
of  their  country ;  fo  that  they  might  be  able  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  their  enemies,  and  no  longer  remain 
in  that  abjet^,  diftrefTed,  and  fugitive  (late  in  which  they 
then  lived.  I  added  alfo,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  if  they 
would,  on  my  return,  accompany  me  below  the  moun- 
tains, to  a  country  which  was  very  abundant  in  animals,  I 
would  furnifli  them  and  their  companions  with  every 
thing  they  might  want,  and  make  peace  between  them 
and  the  Beaver  Indians.  But  all  thefe  promifes  did  not 
appear  to  advance  the  object  of  my  inquiries,  and  they  ftill 
perfifted  in  their  ignorance  of  any  fuch  river  as  I  had 
mentioned,  that  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

In  this  ftate  of  perplexity  and  difappointment,  various 
projedts  prefented  themfelves  to  my  mind,  which  were 
no  fooner  formed  than  they  were  difcovered  to  be  im- 
pra6\icable,  and   were  confequently  abandoned.     At  one 
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time  I  thought  of  leaving  the  canoe,  and  every  thing  it 
contained,  to  go  over  land,  and  purfue  that  chain  of 
connexion  by  which  thefe  people  obtain  their  iron-work ; 
but  a  very  brief  courfe  of  reflei^iou  convinced  me  that  it 
would  be  impofllble  for  us  to  carry  proviHons  for  our 
fupport  through  any  confiderable  part  of  fuch  a  journey, 
as  well  as  prefents,  to  fecure  us  a  kind  reception  among 
the  natives,  and  ammunition  for  the  fervice  of  the  hunters, 
and  to  defend  ourfelves  againfl  any  a6t  of  hoftility.    At 
another  time  my  folicitude  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  expe- 
dition incited  a  wifh  to  remain  with  the  natives,  and  go  to 
the  fea  by  the  way  they  had  defcribed  ;  but  the  accom- 
f  lifhment  of  fuch  a  journey,  even  if  no  accident  fhould 
interpofe,  would  have  required  a  portion  of  time  which 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  beftow.     In  my  prefent 
(late  of  information,  to  proceed  further  up  the  river 
was  confidered  as  a  fruitlefs  wade  of  toilfome  exertion ; 
and  to  return  unfuccefsful,  after  all  our  labour,  fufferings, 
and  dangers,  was  an  idea  too  painful  to  indulge.    Befides, 
I   could  not    yet   abandon  the  hope  that   the  Indians 
might  not  yet  be  fufficiently  compofed  and  confident,  to 
difclofe  their  real  knowledge  of  the  country  freely  and 
fully  to  me.     Nor  was  I  altogether  without  my  doubts 
refpedting  the  fidelity  of  my  interpreter,  who,  being  very 
much  tired  of  the  voyage,  might  be  induced  to  withhold 
thofe  communications  which  would  induce  me  to  con- 
tinue it.     I  therefore  continued  my   attentions  to  the 
natives,    regaled  them  with  (uch  provifions   as  I  had, 
indulged  their  children  with  a  tafte  of  fugar,  and  deter- 
mined to  fufpend   my  converfation  with  them  till  the 
following  morning.     On  my  exprefling  a  defire  to  par- 
take of  their  fifh,  they  brought  me  a  few  dried  trout, 
well  cur^,  that  had  been  taken  in  the  river  which  they 

lately 
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lately  left.     One  of  the  men  alfo  brought  me  five  beaver 
Ikins,  as  a  prefent. 

(Monday  10.)  The  folicitude  that  poflefled  my  mind 
interrapted  my  repofe ;  when  the  dawn  appeared  I  had 
already  quitted  my  bed,  and  was  waiting  with  impatience 
for  another  conference  with  the  natives.  The  fun,  how- 
ever, had  rifen  before  they  left  their  leafy  bowers,  whither 
they  had  retired  With  their  children,  having  mofl  hofpi- 
tably  reiigned  their  beds,  and  the  partners  of  them,  to 
the  folicitations  of  my  young  men. 

I  now  repeated  my  inquiries,  but  my  perplexity  wat 

not  removed  by  any  favourable  variation  in  their  anfwers. 

About  nine,  however,  one  of  them,  dill  remaining  at 

my  fire,  in  converfation  with  the  interpreters,  I  underflood 

enough  of  his    language  to  know  that  he  mentioned 

fomething  about  a  great  river,  at  the  fame  time  pointing 

fignificantly  up  that  which    was    before    vs.    On  my 

inquiring  of  the  interpreter  refpe<^ing  that  expreffion, 

I  was  infocmed  that  he  knew  of  a  large  river  that  runs 

towards  the  mid-day  fun,  a  branch    of  which    ftowed 

near  the  fource  of  that  which  we  were  now  navigating ; 

and  that  there  were  only  three  fmail  lakes,  and  as  many 

carrying-places,  leading  to  a  fmall  river,  which  difcharges- 

itfelf  into  the  great  river,  but  that  the  latter  did  not 

empty  itfelf  into  the    fea.    The   inhabitants,    he  faid, 

built  houfes.  Jived  on  iilands,   and   were  a  numerous 

and  warlike  people.    I  defired  him  to  defcribe  the  road 

to  the  other  river,  by  delineating  it  with  a  piece  of  coai 

on  a  flrip  of  bark,  which  he  accompliOied  to  my  fatif- 

fa(Slion.    The  opinion  that  the  river  did  not  difcharge 

itfelf  into  the  fea,  I  very  confidently  imputed  to  his^ 

ignorance  of  the  country* 

M  «  Hf 
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My  hopes  were  now  renewed,  and  an  obje£i  pre- 
fented  itfclf  which  awakened  my  utmoft  impatience. 
To  fedlilate  its  attainment,  one  of  the  Indians  was  ii>. 
duced,  by  prefents,  to  accompany  me  as  a  guide  to  the 
firft  inhabitants,  which  we  might  expefk  to  meet  on 
the  fmall  lakes  in  our  way,  I  accordingly  refolved  to 
depart  with  all  expedition)  and  while  my  people  were 
making  every  neceffary  preparation,  I  employed  myfelf 
in  writing  the  following  defcription  of  the  natives 
around  me^ 


They  are  low  in  (lature,  not  exceeding  five  feet  fix 
or  fcven  inches ;  and  they  are  of  that  meagre  appearance 
which  might  be  expefted  in  a  people  whofe  life  is  one 
fucceffion  of  difficulties,  in  procuring  fubfiftence.  Their 
faces  are  round,  with  high  cheek  bones  ;  and  their  eyes, 
which  are  fmall,  are  of  a  dark  brov^rn  colour ;  the  car- 
tilage of  their  nofe  is  perforated,  but  without  any  orna- 
ments fufpended  from  it ;  their  hair  is  of  a  dingy  black, 
hanging  loofe  and  in  diforder  over  their  fhoulders,  hut 
irregularly  cut  in  the  front,  fo  as  not  to  obftru(5t  the 
fight ;  their  beards  are  eradicated,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  ftraggling  hairs,  and  their  complexion  is  a  fwarthy 
yellow. 

Their  drefs  confifls  of  robes  made  of  the  fkins  of  the 
beaver,  the  ground  hog,  and  the  rein-deer,  dreffed  in  the 
hair,  and  of  the  moofe-{kin  without  it.  All  of  them 
arc  ornamented  with  a  fringe,  while  feme  of  them 
have  taflels  hanging  down  the  feams ;  thbfe  of  the  ground 
hog  are  decorated  on  the  fur  fide  with  the  tails  of  the 
anirhal,  which  they  do  not  feparate  from  them.  Their 
garments  they  tie  over  the  Ihoulders,  and  fallen  them 

round 
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round  the  middle  with  a  belt  of  green  fkin,  which  is  as 
ftiff  as  horn.  Their  leggins  are  long,  and,  if  they  were 
topped  with  a  waiftband,  might  be  called  trowfers :  they, 
as  well  as  their  (hoes,  are  made  of  dreflfed  moofe,  elk,  or 
rein-deer  Ikin.  The  organs  of  generation  they  leave 
uncovered. 


The  women  difFer  little  in  their  drcfs  from  the  men, 
except  in  the  addition  of  an  apron,  which  is  faftened 
round  the  waiA,  and  hangs  down  to  the  knees :  they  are 
in  general  of  a  more  lufty  make  than  the  other  fex,  and 
taller  in  proportion,  but  infinitely  their  inferiors  in  clean- 
linefs.  A  black  artificial  ftripe  crofles  the  face  beneath 
the  eye,  from  ear  to  ear,  which  I  firfl  took  for  fcabs, 
from  the  accumulation  of  dirt  on  it.  Their  hair,  which  is 
longer  than  that  of  the  men,  is  divided  from  the  forehead 
to  the  crown,  and  drawn  back  in  long  plaits  behind  the 
ears :  they  have  alfo  a  few  white  beads,  which  they  get 
where  they  procure  their  iron ;  they  ar6  from  a  line  to 
an  inch  in  length,  and  are  worn  in  their  ears,  but  are  not 
of  European  manufa<Si:ure.  Thefe,  with  bracelets  made 
of  horn  and  bone,  compofe  all  the  ornaments  which 
decorate  their  perfons.  Necklaces  of  the  grifly  or  white 
bear's  claws,  are  worn  exclufively  by  the  men. 

Their  arms  confift  of  bows  made  of  cedar,  fix  feet  in 
length,  with  a  ihort  iron  fpike  at  one  end,  and  ferve 
occafionally  as  a  fpear.  Their  arrows  are  well  made, 
barbed,  and  pmnted  with  iron.  Hint,  (lone,  or  bone ;  they 
art  feathered,  and  from  two  to  two  feet  and  an  half  in 
length.  They  have  two  kinds  of  fpears,  but  both  arc 
double  edged,  and  of  well  polifhed  iron ;  one  of  them 
is  about  twelve  inches  long,  and  two  wide;  the  other 

about 
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about  haliF  the  width,  and  two  thirds  of  the  length;  the 
fhafts  of  the  firil  are  eight  feet  in  length,  and  the  latter 
jGx.  They  have  aifo  fpears  made  of  bone.  Their  knives 
coniid  of  pieces  of  iron,  (haped  and  handled  by  them* 
felves.  Their  axes  are  foroething  like  our  adze,  and 
they  ufe  them  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  employ  that 
indrument.  They  were,  indeed,  furnifhed  with  iron  in 
a  Aianner  that  I  could  not  have  fuppoied,  and  plainly 
proved  to  me  that  their  communication  with  thofe,  who 
communicate  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea  coaft,  cannot 
be  very  difficult ;  and,  from  their  ample  providon  of  iron 
weapons,  the  means  of  procuring  it  mud  be  of  a  more 
diftaof  origin  than  I  had  at  firfl  conjectured. 


They  have  fnares  made  of  green  (km,  which  they  cut 
to  the  (ize  of  fliurgeon  twine,  and  twift  a  certain  number 
of  them  together ;  and  tliough  when  completed  they  do 
not  exceed  the  thicknefs  of  a  cod-line,  their  flrength  is 
fufficient  to  hold  a  moofe  deer :  they  are  from  one  and 
an  half  to  two  fathoms  in  length*  Their  nets  and  iilhing 
lines  are  made  of  willow-bark  and  nettles ;  thofe  made  of 
the  latter  are  finer  and  fmoother  than  if  made  with  hempen 
thread.  Their  hooks  are  fmall  bones,  fixed  in  pieces  of 
wood  fplit  for  that  purpofe,  and  tied  round  with  fine 
watape,  which  has  been  particularly  defcribed  in  the  former 
vopge.  Their  kettles  are  alfo  made  of  watape,  which 
is  fo  clofely  woven  that  they  never  leak,  and  they  heat 
water  in  them,  by  putting  red-hot  ftones  into  it.  There 
is  one  kind  of  them,  made  of  fpruce-bark,  which  they 
hang  over  the  fire,  but  at  fuch  a  didance  as  to  receive 
the  heat  without  being  within  reach  of  the  blaze ;  a  very 
tedious  operation.  They  have  various  didies  of  wood 
and  bark,  fpoons  of  horn  and  wood,  and  buckets ;  bags 

of 
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of  leather  and  net-work,  and  ba(kets  of  bark,  fome  of 
which  hold  their  fifhing-tackle,  while  others  are  contrived 
to  be  carried  on  the  back.  They  have  a  biown  kind  of 
earth  in  great  abundance,  with  which  they  rub  their 
clothes,  not  only  for  ornament  but  utility,  as  it  prevents 
the  leather  from  becoming  hard  after  it  has  been  wetted. 
They  have  fpruce  bark  in  great  plenty,  with  which  they 
make  their  canoes,  an  operation  that  does  not  require 
any  great  portion  of  (kill  or  ingenuity,  and  is  managed  in 
the  following  manner. — ^The  bark  is  taken  off  the  tree 
the  whole  length  of  the  intended  canoe,  which  is  com" 
monly  about  eighteen  feet,  and  is  fewed  with  watape  at 
both  ends ;  two  laths  are  then  laid,  and  fixed  along  the 
edge  of  the  bark  which  forms  the  gunwale ;  in  thefe  are 
£xed  the  bars,  and  againft  them  bear  the  ribs  or  timbers, 
that  are  cut  to  the  length  to  which  the  bark  can  be 
Aretched ;  and,  to  give  additional  flrength,  drips  of  wood 
are  laid  between  them  :  to  make  the  whole  water-tight, 
gum  is  abundantly  employed.  Thefe  veffcls  carry  from 
two  to  five  people.  Canoes  of  a  fimilar  conftrudion 
vvereufed  by  the  Beaver  Indians  within  thefe  few  years,  but 
they  now  very  generally  employ  thofe  made  of  the  bark 
of  the  birch  tree,  which  are  by  far  more  durable.  Their 
paddles  are  about  (ix  feet  long,  and  about  one  foot  is 
occupied  by  the  blade,  which  is  in  the  fhape  of  an 
heart. 


Previous  to  our  departure,  the  natives  had  caught  a 
couple  of  trout,  of  about  fix  pounds  weight,  which  they 
brought  me,  and  I  paid  them  with  beads.  They  likewife 
gave  me  a  net,  made  of  nettles,  the  fkin  of  a  moofe-deer, 
dreffed,  and  a  white  horn  in  the  fhape  of  a  fpoon,  which 
refembles  the  horn  of  the  buffalo  of  the  Copper-Mine 

Hiver ; 
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River ;  but  their  defcription  of  the  animal  to  which  it  belongs 
does  not  anfwer  to  that.  My  young  men  alfo  got  two 
quivers  of  excellent  arrows,  a  collar  of  white  bear's  claws 
of  a  great  length,  horn  bracelets,  and  other  articles,  for 
which  they  received  an  ample  remuneration. 


U\ 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Continue    the    voyage.     State  of  the   river.     'Succeffton   of 
courfes.     Sentiment  of  the  guide.     Conical  mountain.     Con- 
tinuation of  courfes.     Leave    the   main    branch.     Enter 
another,     Defcription  of  it.     Saw  beaver.     Enter  a  lake, 
Jrrive    at  the    upper  fource    of   the    Unjigah.  or  Peace 
River,     Land^  and  crofs  to  a  fccond  lake.     Local  cir- 
cumjiances.     Proceed  to  a  third    lake.     Ent^r   a  river. 
Encounter  various  difficulties.     In  danger   of  bcvig  hji, 
'The    circumfiances     of  that    fituation    dcfcriued.     Aiartft 
and  dijjatisfailton   among  tbe  people.     They  are  at  length 
compofed.     The  canoe  repaired.     Rouds  cut  through  woods. 
Pafs  moraffes.      The  guide  deferts.     After  a  fuccejficn  of 
difficulties^  dangers,  and  toilfome  marchts,  we  arrive  at 
the  great  river. 


1793,  JUNt. 

(Monday  10.)  ±\jT  ten  we  were  ready  to  embark: 
I  then  took  leave  of  the  Indians,  but  encouraged  them 
to  expe£l  us  in  two  moons,  and  exprelTcd  an  hope  that 
I  fhould  find  them  on  the  road,  with  any  of  their  rela- 
tions whom  they  might  meet.  I  alfo  returned  the 
beaver  fkins  to  the  man  who  had  prefented  them  to 
me,  dcfiring  him  to  take  care  of  them  till  I  came  back, 
when  I  would  purchafe  them  of  him.  Our  guide  ex- 
prefled  much  lefs  concern  about  the  undertaking,  in 
Vol.  II.  N  which 
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which    he    had   engaged,    than    his    companions,   who 
appeared  to  be  afFedted  with  folicitude  for  his  fafety. 

We  now  pufhed  off  the  canoe  from  the  bank,  and 
proceeded  Eaft  half  a  mile,  when  a  river  flowed  in  from 
the  left,  about  half  as  large  as  that  which  we  were 
navigating.  We  continued  the  fame  courfe  three  quar- 
ters  of  a  mile,  when  we  miffed  tWo  of  our  fowling 
pieces,  which  had  been  forgotten,  and  I  fent  their 
owners  back  for  them,  who  were  abfent  on  this  errand 
upwards  of  an  hour.  We  now  proceeded  North-Eaft 
by-Kaft  half  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by-North  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  when  the  current  flackened:  there  was  a 
verdant  fpot  on  the  left,  where,  from  the  remains  of 
fome  Indian  timber-work,  it  appeared  that  the  natives 
have  frequently  encamped.  Our  next  courfe  was  Eail 
one  mile,  and  we  faw  a  ridge  of  mountains  covered 
with  fnow  to  the  South-Eaft.  The  land  on  our  right 
was  low  and  marftiy  for  three  or  four  miles,  when  it 
rofe  into  a  range  of  heights  that  extended  to  the 
mountains.  We  proceeded  Eaft-South-Eaft  a  mile  and 
an  half,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile,  Eaft  by  South 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile, 
Eaft  by  South  half  a  mile,  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile, 
South<>Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft-North-Eaft  a  mile  and  a 
quarter.  South- South- Eaft  half  a  mile,  North-North-Eaft 
^  mile  and  ah  half :  here  a  river  flowed  in  from  the  left 
ivhich  was  about  one-fourth  part  as  large  as  that  which 
received  its  tributary  waters.  We  then  continued  Eaft 
by  South  half  a  mile,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on 
the  South  of  the  above  river.  The  courfe  now  veered 
ihort.  South- Weft  by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
Eaft   hf  South  a   quarter   of  a   mile,    South  half  a 

mile, 
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mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  half  a  mile,  South-South- 
Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  veered  to  Weft-North- Weft  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  South- Weft  one  eighth  of  a  mile,  Eaft-South- 
Eaft  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  Eaft  one  fixih  of  a  mile, 
South-South- Weft  one  twelfth  of  a  mile,  Eaft  South- 
Eaft  one  eighth  of  a  mile.  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  one 
third  of  a  mile,  Eaft  by  North  one  twelfth  of  a  mile, 
North-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  third  of  a  mile,  Eaft  one 
fixteenth  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  one  twelfth  of  a  mile, 
North-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  twelfth  of  a  mile,  Eaft  one 
eighth  of  a  mile,  and  Eaft- South-Eaft  half  a  mile, 
when  we  landed  at  feven  o'ciock  and  encamped.  During 
the  greateft  part  of  the  diftance  we  came  to-day,  the 
river  runs  clofe  under  the  mountains  on  the  left. 

(Tuefday  11.)  The  morning  was  clear  and  cold.  On 
my  interpreter's  encouraging  the  guide  to  difpel  all 
apprehendon,  to  maintain  his  fidelity  to  me,  and  not; 
to  defert  in  the  night,  *'  How  is  it  poffible  for  me,"  he 
replied,  **  to  leave  the  lodge  of  the  Great  Spirit  !  ■— 
"  When  he  tells  me  that  he  has  no  further  occafton  for 
me,  I  will  then  return  to  my  children."  As  we  pro- 
ceeded, however,  he  foon  loft,  and  with  good  reafon,  his 
exalted  notions  of  me. 

At  four  we  continued  our  voyage,  fteering  Eaft  by- 
South  a  mile  and  an  half,  Eaft-South-Eaft  half  a  mile. 
A  river  appeared  on  the  left,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
which,  from  its  conical  form,  my  young  Indian  called 
the  Beaver  Lodge  Mountain.  Having  proceeded  South- 
South-Eaft  haif  a  mile,  another  river  appeared  from  the 
right.  Wc  now  came  in  a  line  with  the  beginning  of 
the  mountains  we  faw   yefterday:  others  of  the  fame 

N  2  ^1^ 
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kiiul  ran  parallel  with  them  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river, 
wiiich  was  reduced  to  the  breadth  of  fifteen  yards,  and 
with  a  moderate  current. 


i 


We  now  fteered  Eaft-North-Eafl:  one  eighth  of  a  mile, 
South-Ea(l  by  South  one  eighth  of  a  mile,  Ea(l-Soutl»- 
Eaft  one  fixth  of  a  mile,  Souih-Weft  one  eighth  of  a 
mile,  Eaft- South- Eaft   one   eighth   of  a    mile,    South- 
South-Eafl  one  fixth  of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaftonc 
twelfth  of  a  mile,  Eaft-South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South- 
W'tft  by  Weft  one  third  of  a  mile,  South- South-Eall 
one  eighth  of  a  mile.  South- South- Weft  one  quarter  ot 
of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  one  fixth  of  a  mile,  South  by- 
Weft  one  fourth  of  a   mile,   Eaft   three   quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  North-Eaft  one  quarter  of  a  mile.     Here  the 
mountain   on  the    left    appeared  to   be  compofed  of  a 
fucceflion  of  round  hills,  covered  with  wood  almoft  to 
their    fummits,    which   were    white    with    fnow,    and 
crowned  with  withered  trees.  We  now  fteered  Eaft,  in 
a  line  with  the  high  lands  on  the  right  five  miles;  North 
one  twelfth  of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  North  one  eighth 
of  a  mile,  South  by  Eaft  one  fixteenth  of  a  mile,  North- 
Eaft  by  North  one   fourth   of  a  mile,  where  another 
river  fell   in  from  the  right ;  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  one 
fixth  of  a  mile,  Eaft  two  miles  and  an  half,  South  one 
twelfth  of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft 
one  third  of  a  mile,  Eaft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  South- 
South-Weft   one    fixteenth  of   a  mile,   North-Eaft  by 
Eaft    half  a   mile,  Eaft   one  mile  and    three   quarters, 
?outh  and  South- Weft   by  Weft  half  a  mile,   North- 
Eaft   half  a  mile,    South  one  third  of  a  mile,  North- 
Eaft  by  North  one  fixth  of  a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  one 
fqunh  qf  ^  iiiile,  South  one  eig^hth  pf  9  mile,  South  r 
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Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.     The  canoe   had  taken 
in  (o  much  water,  that  it  was  iieccflary  for  us  to  land 
here,  in  order  to  i)pp  tlic   Irakajrc,   which   occafioned" 
tlic  delay    of    an    houi    and    a    quarter ;    Norlh-Eaft  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  Eaft- North  Kaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
South-Eafl    by  South    a  fixteenth   of  a    mile,    Eafl  by 
South  a  twelfth   of  a  mile,  North- Eafl  onf  fixth  of  a 
mile,  Eaft-Soulh  Eatl;  one  fixteenth  of  a  mile,   South- 
Weft  half   a    mile.   North- Eaft  a  quarter  of   a  mile, 
Eaft    bv    South    half   a    mile,     South-South  Eaft    one 
twelfth  of  a  mile,    Eaft   half    a    mile,    North  Eaft   by 
North  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  South- South-Eaft  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  North  one  twelfth  of  a  mile, 
where  a  fmall  river  flowed   in   from   the   left  ;    South- 
Kaft  by   Eaft  one  twelfth  of  a  mile.   South  by  Eaft   a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  one  eighth  of  a  mile,  Eafli 
one  twelfth  of  a  mile,  Norih-Eaft  by  North  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  South  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  one 
eighth   of  a   mile,    North-Eaft    one  fourth   of  a  mile, 
South-Eaft  by  Eaft,  and  South-Eaft  by  South  one  third 
of  a  mile,   Eaft-South-Eaft,  and  North-North-Eaft  one 
third  of  a  mile,  and   South  by  Weft,    Eaft  and  Eaft* 
North-Eaft  one  eighth  of  a  mile. 

Here  we  quitted  the  main  branch,  which,  according 
to  the  information  of  our  guide,  terminates  at  a  fhort 
diftance,  where  it  is  fupplied  by  the  fnow  which  covers 
the  mountains.  In  the  fame  diredtion  is  a  valley  which 
appears  to  be  of  very  great  depth,  and  is  full  of  fnow, 
that  rifes  nearly  to  the  height  of  the  land,  and  forms  a 
rcfervoir  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  furnifli  a  river,  whenever 
there  is  a  moderate  degree  of  heat.  The  branch  which 
wc  left  was  not,  at  this  time,  more  than  ten  yards  broad, 
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while  that  which  we  entered  was  ftill  lefs.  Here  the 
current  was  very  trifling,  and  the  channel  fo  meandering, 
that  we  fometimes  found  it  difficult  to  work  the  canoe 
forward.  The  ftraight  courfe  from  this  to  the  entrance 
of  a  fmall  lake  or  pond,  is  about  Eaft  one  mile.  This 
entrance  by  the  river  into  the  lake  was  almoft  choked 
up  by  a  quantity  of  drift-wood,  which  appeared  to  me 
to  be  an  extraordinary  circumdance ;  but  I  afterwards 
found  that  it  falls  down  from  the  mountains.  The 
water,  however,  was  fo  high,  that  the  country  was  en- 
tirely overflowed,  and  we  pafled  with  the  canoe  among 
the  branches  of  trees.  The  principal  wood  along  the 
hanks  is  fpruce,  intermixed  with  a  few  white  birch, 
growing  on  detached  fpots,  the  intervening  fpaces  being 
covered  with  willow  and  alder.  We  advanced  about  a 
mile  in  the  lake,  and  took  up  our  flation  for  the  night 
at  an  old  Indian  encampment.  Here  we  exped^ed  to 
meet  with  natives,  but  were  difap pointed ;  but  our 
guide  encouraged  us  with  the  hope  of  feeing  fome  on 
the  morrow.  We  faw  beaver  in  the  courfe  of  the 
afternoon,  but  did  not  difcharge  our  pieces,  from  the 
fear  of  alarming  the  inhabitants;  there  were  alfo  fwans 
in  great  numbers,  with  geefe  and  ducks,  which  we  did 
not  difturb  for  the  fame  reafon»  We  obferved  alfo  the 
tracks  of  moofe  deer  that  had  croflfed  the  river ;  and 
wild  parlneps  grew  here  in  abundance,  which  have  been 
already  mentioned  as  a  grateful  vegetable.  Of  birds, 
we  faw  blue  jays,  yellow  birds,  and  one  beautiful  hum- 
ming-bird :  of  the  firft  and  laft,  I  had  not  ktn  any 
fmce  I  had  been  in  the  Norrh-Weft. 


iiii 


The   weather    was    the    fame  as  yeftcrday,  and  we 
proceeded  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning.    We 
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took  up  the  net  which  we  had  fet  the  preceding  evening, 
when  it  contained  a  trout,  one  white  fifh,  one  carp, 
and  three  jub.  The  lake  is  about  two  miles  in  length, 
Eaft  by  South,  and  from  three  to  five  hundred  yards 
wide.  This  I  confidcr  as  the  higheft  and  Southernmoft 
fource  of  the  Unjigah,  or  Peace  River,  latitude,  54. 
24.  North,  longitude  221.  Weft  of  Greenwich,  which, 
after  a  winding  courfe  through  a  vaft  extent  of  country, 
receiving  many  large  rivers  in  its  progiefs,  and  pafling 
through  the  Slave  Lake,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Frozen 
Ocean,  in  70.  North  latitude,  and  about  135  Weft 
longitude. 

We  landed  and  unloaded,  where  we  found  a  beaten 
path  leading  over  a  low  ridge  of  land  of  eight  hundred 
and  feventeen  paces  in  length  to  another  fmill  lake. 
The  diHance  between  the  two  mountains  at  this  place 
is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  rocky  precipices  prcfenting 
themfelves  on  both  fides.  A  few  large  fpruce  trees  and 
liards  were  fcattered  over  the  carrying-place.  There 
were  alfo  willows  along  the  fide  of  the  water,  with 
plenty  of  grafs  and  weeds.  The  natives  had  left  their 
old  canoes  here,  with  bafkets  hanging  on  the  trees,  which 
contained  various  articles.  From  the  latter  I  took  a 
net,  fome  hooks,  a  goat*s  horn,  and  a  kind  of  woodea 
trap,  in  which,  as  our  guide  informed  me,  the  ground 
hog  is  taken.  I  left,  however,  in  exchange,  a  knife, 
fome  fire-fteels,  beads,  awls,  &c.  Here  two  flieams 
tumble  down  the  rocks  from  the  right,  and  lofe  them- 
felves in  the  lake  which  we  had  left ;  while  two  others 
fell  from  the  oppofite  heights,  and  glide  into  the  lake 
which  we  were  approaching;  this  being  the  higheft 
point  of  land  dividing  thefe  waters,  and  we  are  now- 
going 
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going  with  ihe  ftream.  This  lake  runs  in  the  fame 
couiTe  as  the  laft,  but  is  rather  narrower,  and  not: 
more  than  half  the  length.  We  were  obliged  to  clear 
away  fome  floating  drift-wood  to  get  to  the  carrying, 
place,  over  which  is  a  beaten  path  of  only  an  hun- 
dred and  fsventy-five  paces  long.  The  lake  empties 
itfeif  by  a  fmall  river,  which,  if  the  channel  were  not 
interrupted  by  large  trees  that  had  fallen  acrofs  it,  would 
have  admitted  of  our  canoe  with  all  its  lading  :  the 
impediment,  indeed,  might  have  been  removed  by  two 
axe-men  in  a  few  hours.  On  the  edge  of  the  water, 
we  obferved  a  large  quantity  of  thick,  yellow,  fcum 
or   froth,  of  an  acrid   tafte  and   fmell. 

We  embarked  on  this  lake,  which  is  in  the  fame 
courfe,  and  about  the  fame  fize  as  that  which  we  had 
juft  left,  and  from  whence  we  paflcd  into  a  fmall  river, 
that  was  fo  full  of  fallen  wood,  as  to  employ  fome 
time,  and  require  fome  exertion,  to  force  a  paflage. 
At  the  entrance,  it  afforded  no  more  water  than  was 
juft  fufficicnt  to  bear  the  canoe;  but  it  was  foon  in- 
creafed  by  many  fmall  ft  reams  which  came  in  broken 
rills  down  the  rugged  fides  of  the  mountains,  and  were 
furnifhed,  as  I  fuppofe,  by  the  melting  of  the  fnow. 
Thefe  accefTory  ftreamlets  had  all  the  coldnefs  of  ice. 
Our  courfe  continued  to  be  obftru6led  by  banks  of  gravel, 
as  well  as  trees  which  had  fallen  acrofs  the  river.  We 
were  obliged  to  force  our  way  through  the  one,  and 
to  cut  through  the  other,  at  a  great  expence  of  time 
and  trouble.  In  many  places  the  current  was  alfo  very 
rapid  and  meandering.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  we 
flopped  to  unload  and  carry,  and  at  five  we  entered  a  fmall 
round  lake  of  about  one  third  of  a  mile    in  diameter. 

From, 
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From  the  laft  lake  to  this  is,  I  think,  in  a  ftraight  line, 
Eaft  by  South  fix  miles,  though  it  is  twice  that  didance 
by  the  winding  of  the  river.  We  again  entered  the 
river,  which  foon  ran  with  great  rapidity,  and  rufhed 
impctuoufly  over  a  bed  of  flat  ftones.  At  half  paft 
fix  we  were  flopped  by  two  large  trees  that  lay  aorofs 
the  river,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty ^hat  the  canoe 
was  prevented  from  driving  againft  them.  Here  w© 
unloaded  and  formed  our  encampment. 

The  weather  was  cloudy  and  raw,  and  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  day's  voyage  had  compelled  us  to 
be  frequently  in  the  water,  which  was  cold  as  ice, 
we  were  almoft  in  a  benumbed  (late.  Some  of  the 
people  who  had  gone  afhore  to  hghten  the  canoe, 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  reaching  us,  from  the 
rugged  ftate  of  the  country ;  it  was,  indeed,  almoft 
(lark  when  they  arrived.  We  had  no  fooner  landed 
than  I  lent  two  men  down  the  river  to  bring  me 
fome  account  of  its  circumilances,  that  I  might  form 
a  judgment  of  the  difficulties  which  might  await  us  on 
the  morrow  ;  and  they  brought  back  a  fearful  detail 
of  rapid  currents,  fallen  trees,  and  large  ftoncs.  At 
this  place  our  guide  manifefted  evident  fymptoms  of 
difcontent :  he  had  been  very  much  alarmed  in  going 
down  fome  of  the  rapids  with  us,  and  expreffed  an 
anxiety  to  return  He  fhewed  us  a  mountain,  at  no 
gieat  diftancc,  which  he  rcprefented  as  being  on  the 
ttther  fide  of  a  river,  into  which  this  empties  itfelf. 

(  Thurfday  13.  )  At  an  early  hour  of  this  morning 
the  men  began  to  cut  a  road,  in  order  to  carry  the  canoe 
and  lading  beyond  the  rapid  ;  and  by  feven  they  were 

Vol.  II,  O  ready. 
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ready.    That  bufinefs  was  foon  effei^ed,  and  the  canoe 
reladen,  to  proceed  with  the  current  which   ran  with 
great  rapidity.     In  order  to  lighten  her,  it  was  my  in- 
tention   to    walk  with  fome  of  the  people ;  but  thofe 
in  the  boat  with  great  earneftnefs  requeued  me  to  em- 
bark, declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  they  peri{hed» 
I  ihould  periih  with  them.     I  did  not  then  imagine  in 
how  fhort  a  period  their  apprehenfion  would  be  juftified. 
We  accordingly  pufhed  off,  and  had  proceeded  but  a 
very  fhort  way  when    the  canoe  flruck,  and  notwith- 
{landing  all  our  exertions,   the  violence  of  the  current 
was  fo  great  as  to  drive  her  fideways  down  the  river,  and 
break  her  by  the  firll  bar,  when  I  inftantly  jumped  into 
the  water,   and  the  men  followed    my  example;  but 
before  we  could  fet  her  ftraight,  or  ftop  her,  we  came 
to  deeper  water,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  re-embark 
with  the   utmoft  precipitation.     One  of  the  men  who 
was  not  fufficiently  a6live,  was  left  to  get  on  fhore  in 
the  beft  manner  in  his  power.     We  had  hardly  regained 
our  fituations  when  we  drove  againft  a  rock  which  fhat- 
tered  the  (lern  of  the  canoe  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it 
held  only  by  the  gunwales,  fo  that  the  fteerfman  could  no 
longer  keep  his  place.    The  violence  of  this  ftroke  drove 
us  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  but  narrow, 
when  the  bow  met  with  the  fame  fate  as  the  (lern.   At 
this  moment  the  foreman  feized  on  fome  branches  of  a 
fmall  tree  in  the  hope  of  bringing  up  the  canoe,  but  fuch 
was  their  elafticity  that,  in  a  manner  not  eafily  defcribed, 
he  was  jerked  on  fhore  in  an  inftant,  and  with  a  degree  of 
violence  that  threatened  his  deftru£tion.      But  we  had  no 
time  to  turn  from  our  own  fituation  to  inquire  what 
had  befallen  him;   for,   in   a  few  moments,   we  came 
acrofs  a  cafcade   which  broke  fever al  large  holes  in  the 
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fcottom  of  the  canoe,  and  darted  all  the  hars,  except  one 
behind  the  fcooping  feat.  If  this  accident,  however,  had 
not  happened,  the  veffel  muft  have  been  irretrievably 
overfet.  The  wreck  becoming  flat  on  the  water,  we  all 
jumped  out,  while  the  fteerfman,  who  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  place,  and  had  not  recovered  from 
his  fright,  called  out  to  his  companions  to  fave  them- 
felves.  My  peremptory  commands  fuperfeded  the  effedls 
of  his  fear,  and  they  all  held  fa(l  to  the  wreck  ;  to  which 
fortunate  refolution  we  owed  our  fafety,  as  we  fhould 
otherwife  have  been  dafhed  againd  the  rocks  by  the  force 
of  the  water,  or  driven  over  the  cafcades.  In  this  con- 
dition we  were  forced  feveral  hundred  yards,  and  every 
yard  on  the  verge  of  deftrudtion  ;  but  at  length,  we  moft 
fortunately  arrived  in  (hallow  water  and  a  fmall  eddy, 
where  we  were  enabled  to  make  a  ftand,  from  the  weight 
of  the  canoe  refting  on  the  ftones,  rather  than  from  any 
exertions  of  our  exhaufted  ftrength.  For  though  our 
efforts  were  fliort,  they  were  puflied  to  the  utmoft,  as  life 
or  death  depended  on  them.  This  alarming  fcene,  with 
all  its  terrors  and  dangers,  occupied  only  a  few  minutes ; 
and  in  the  prefent  fufpenfion  of  it,  we  called  to  the 
people  on  fhore  to  come  to  our  afliftance,  and  they 
immediately  obeyed  the  fummons.  The  foreman,  how- 
ever, was  the  firft  with  us ;  he  had  efcaped  unhurt  from 
the  extraordinary  jerk  with  which  he  was  thrown  out  of 
the  boat,  and  juft  as  we  were  beginning  to  take  our 
eflSbdls  out  of  the  water,  he  appeared  to  give  his  afliftance. 
The  Indians,  when  they  faw  our  deplorable  fituation, 
inftead  of  making  the  leaft  eflTort  to  help  us,  fat  down 
and  gave  vent  to  their  tears.  I  was  on  the  outfide  of 
the  canoe,  where  I  remained  till  every  thing  was  got  on 
(bore,  in  a  (late  of  great  pain  from  the  extreme  cold  of 
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the  weather ;  fo  that  at  length,  it  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  ftand,  from  the  benumbed  ilate  of  my  limbs. 

The  lofs  was  confiderable  and  important,  for  it  con- 
lifted  of  our  whole  ftock  of  balls,  and  fome  of  our  furni- 
ture ;  but  thefe  confiderations  were  forgotten  in  the  im- 
preffions  of  our  miraculous  efcape.  Our  firft  inquiry 
was  after  the  abfent  man,  whom  in  the  firft  moment 
of  danger,  we  had  left  to  get  on  fliore,  and  in  a  ihort 
time  his  appearance  removed  our  anxiety.  We  had, 
however,  fuftained  no  perfonal  injury  of  confequencc, 
and  my  bruifes  feemed  to  be  in  the  greater  proportion. 

,  All  the  different  articles  were  now  fpreaJ  out  to  dry. 
The  powder  had  fortunately  received  no  damage,  and 
all  my  inftruments  had  efcaped.  Indeed,  when  my 
people  began  to  recover  from  their  alarm,  and  to  enjoy 
a  fenfe  of  fafety,  fome  of  them,  if  not  a!I,  were  by  no 
means  forry  for  our  late  misfortur^,  from  the  hope  that  it 
muft  put  a  period  to  our  voyage,  particularly  as  we  were 
without  a  canoe,  and  all  the  bullets  funk  in  the  river.  It 
did  not,  indeed,  feem  poilible  to  them  that  we  could 
proceed  under  thefe  circumftances.  I  liftened,  however, 
to  the  obfervations  that  were  made  on  the  occafion 
without  replying  to  them,  till  their  panic  was  difpellcd 
and  they  had  got  themfelves  warm  and  comfortable,  with 
an  hearty  meal,  and  rum  enough  to  raife  their  fpirits. 

I  then  addrelTed  them,  by  recommending  them  all  to 
be  thankful  for  their  late  very  narrow  ?Kare.  I  alfo 
ftated,  that  the  navigation  was  not  impraeCticable  in  itfclf, 
but  from  our  ignorance  of  its  courfe ;  and  that  our  late 
experience  would  enable  us  to  purfue  our  voyage  with 
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greater  fecurity.  I  brought  to  their  recolle6lion,  that 
I  did  not  deceive  them,  and  that  they  were  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  difficulties  and  dangers  they  mufl: 
expe(9:  to  encounter,  before  they  engaged  to  accompany 
nie.  I  alfo  urged  the  honour  of  conquering  difafters,  and 
the  difgrace  that  would  attend  them  on  their  return  home, 
without  having  attained  the  objedt  of  the  expedition.  Nor 
did  1  fail  to  mention  the  courage  and  refolution  which 
was  the  peculiar  boaft  of  the  North  men  ;  and  that  I  de- 
pended on  t^em,  at  that  moment,  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  cbaracSer.  I  quieted  their  apprehenfion  as  to 
the  lofs  of  the  bullets,  by  bringing  to  their  recolledlion 
that  we  ftill  had  ihot  from  which  they  might  be  manu- 
fa£lured.  I  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged  the  difficulty 
of  reftoring  the  wreck  of  the  canoe,  but  confided  in  oar 
Ikill  and  exertion  to  put  it  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  would  carry  us 
on  to  where  we  might  procure  bark,  and  build  a  new 
one.  In  fhort,  my  harangue  produced  the  defired  efFe£t, 
and  a  very  general  afient  appeared  to  go  wherever  I 
lliould  lead  the  way. 


Various  opinions  were  offered  in  the  prefent  poflurc 
of  affairs,  and  it  was  rather  a  general  wifh  that  the 
wreck  fhould  be  abandoned,  and  all  the  lading  carried 
to  the  river,  which  our  guide  informed  us  was  at  no 
great  diflance,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  woods  where  ho 
believed  there  was  plenty  of  bark.  This  projeft  feemed 
not  to  promife  that  certainty  to  which  I  looked  in  my 
prefent  operations ;  befides,  I  had  my  doubts  refpeding 
the  views  of  my  guide,  and  confequently  could  not 
confide  in  the  reprefentation  he  made  to  m^.  I  there- 
fore difpatched  two  of  the  men  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing, with   one  of  the    young    Indians,  for  I  did  not 
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vcnturc  to  trull  the  guide  out  of  my  fight,  in  fearch  of 
bark,  and  to  endeavour,  if  it  were  poffible,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  to  penetrate  to  the  great  river,  into 
which  that  before  us  difcharges  itfelf  in  the  direftion 
which  the  guide  had  communicated.  I  now  joined  my 
people  in  order  to  repair,  as  well  as  circumdances  would 
admit,  our  wreck  of  a  canoe,  and  I  began  tc  fet  them  the 
example. 

At  noon  I  had  an  altitude,  which  gave  54.  23.  North 
latitude.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  I  took  time,  with 
the  hope  that  in  the  night  I  might  obtain  an  obfervation 
of  Jupiter,  and  his  fatellites,  but  I  had  not  a  fufficient 
horizon,  from  the  propinquity  of  the  mountains.  The 
refultof  my  calculation  for  time  was  i.  38.  28.  flow  appa- 
rent time. 

It  now  grew  late,  and  the  people  who  had  been  fent 
on  the  excurfion  already  mentioned,  were  not  yet 
returned;  about  ten  o'clock,  however,  I  heard  a  man 
halloo,  and  I  very  gladly  returned  the  fignal.  In  a 
fhort  time  our  young  Indian  arrived  with  a  fmall  roll  of 
indifferent  bark:  he  was  oppre(fed  with  fatigue  and 
hunger,  and  his  clothes  torn  to  rags:  he  had  parted 
with  the  other  two  men  ar  fun-fet,  who  had  walked  the 
whole  day,  in  a  dreadful  country,  without  procuring 
any  good  bark,  or  being  able  to  get  to  the  large  river. 
His  account  of  the  river,  on  whofe  banks  we  were, 
could  not  be  more  unfavourable  or  difcouraging ;  it  had 
appeared  to  him  to  be  little  more  than  a  fucceilion  of 
falls  and  rapids,  with  occafional  interruptions  of  fallen 
trees.  « 
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Our  guide  became  fo  diflatisfied  and  troubled  in  mind, 
that  we  could  not  obtain  from  him  any  regular  account  of 
the  country  before  us.     All  we  could  colled):  from  him 
was,  that  the  river  into  which  this  empties  itfelf  is  but 
a  branch  of  a  large  river,  the  great  fork  being  it  no 
great  diClance  from  the  confluence  of  this ;  and  that  he 
knew  of  no  lake,   or  large  body  of  Hill  water,  in  the 
vicinity  of  thefc  rivers.     To  this  account  of  the  country, 
he  added  fome  ftrange,  fanciful,  but  terrifying  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  natives,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  were  men- 
tioned in  the  former  voyage. 

We  had  an  efcape  this  day,  which  I  muft  add  to  the 
many  inftances  of  good  fortune  which  I  experienced  in 
this  perilous  expedition.  The  powder  had  been  fpread 
out,  to  the  amount  of  eighty  pounds  weight,  to  receive 
the  air ;  and,  in  this  fituation,  one  of  the  men  care- 
lefsly  and  compofedly  walked  acrofs  it  with  a  lighted 
pipe  in  his  mouth,  but  without  any  ill  confequence 
refulting  from  fuch  an  a(5i  of  criminal  negligence.  I 
need  not  add  that  one  fpark  might  have  put  a  period  to 
all  my  anxiety  and  ambition. 

I  obferved  feveral  trees  and  plants  on  the  banks  of 
this  river,  which  I  had  not  feen  to  the  North  of  the 
latitude  J2.  fuch  as  the  cedar,  maple,  hemlock,  &c. 
At  this  time  the  water  rofe  fad,  and  pafTcd  on  with  thgi 
rapidity  of  an  arrow  (hot  from  a  bow. 

(Friday  14.)  The  weather  was  fine,  clear,  and  warm, 
and  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  we  refumed  our  repair 
cf  the  canoe.  At  half  paft  feven  our  two  men  returned 
hungry  and  cold,  not  having  tailed  food,  or  enjoyed  the 
leaft  repofe  for  twenty-four  hours,  with  their  clothes 
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torn  into  tatters,  and  their  fkin  lacerated,  in  pafling 
through  the  woods.  Their  account  was  the  fame  as  that 
brought  by  the  Indian,  with  this  exception,  that  they 
had  reafon  to  think  they  faw  the  river,  or  branch  which 
our  guide  had  mentioned;  but  they  were  of  opinion 
that  from  the  frequent  obftruflions  in  this  river,  we 
{houid  have  to  carry  the  whole  way  to  it,  through  a 
dreadful  country,  where  much  time  and  labour  would  be 
required  to  open  a  paflage  through  it. 

Difcouraging  as  thcfe  accounts  were,  they  did  not, 
however,  interrupt  for  a  moment  the  tafk  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  of  repairing  the  canoe  ;  and  this  work 
we  contrived  to  complete  by  the  conclufion  of  the  day. 
The  bark  which  was  brought  by  the  Indian,  with  fome 
pieces  of  oil-cloth,  and  plenty  of  gum,  enabled  us  to 
put  our  (battered  veflel  in  a  condition  to  anfwer  our 
prefent  purpofes.  The  guide,  who  has  been  mentioned 
as  manifefting  continual  Cgns  '/  diflatisfaiSlion,  now 
aflumed  an  air  of  contentment,  which  I  attributed  to 
a  fmoke  that  was  vifible  in  the  direction  of  the  river ; 
as  he  naturally  expelled,  if  we  fhould  fall  in  with  any 
natives,  which  was  now  very  probable,  from  fuch  a 
circumftance,  that  he  ihould  be  releafed  from  a  fervicc 
which  he  had  found  fo  irkfome  and  full  of  danger. 
I  had  an  obfervation  at  noon,  which  made  our  lati- 
tude 54.  23.  43.  North,  I  alfo  took  time,  and  found 
it  flow  apparent  time  i.  38.  44.  ^ 

(Saturday  15.)  The  weather  continued  the  fame  as 
the  preceding  day,  and  according  to  the  diredlions  which 
I  had  previoufly  given,  my  people  began  at  a  very  early 
hour  to  open  a  road,  through  which  wc  might  carry  a 
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part  of  our   lading;   as  I  was  fearful    of    rifhlng    the 
whole  of  it  in  the  canoe,  in  its  prefcnt  weak  ftate,  and 
in  a  part  of  the  river  which  is  full  of  flioals  and  rapids. 
Four  men  were  employed  to  condudl  her,  lightened  as 
flie  was  of  twelve  packages.   They   paffed   fevcral  dan- 
gerous places,  and  met  with   various  obftrudtions,  the 
current  of  the  river   being  frequently  flopped  by  rafts 
of  drift  wood,  and  fallen  trees,  fo  that  after  fourteen 
hours  hard  labour  we  had   not   made  more  than  three 
miles.  Our  courfe  was  South-Eall  by  Eaft,  and  as  we 
had  not  met  with  any  accident,   the  men  appeared   to 
feci  a  renewed  courage  to  continue  their  voyage.     In  the 
morning,   however,  one  of  the  crew,   whofe  name  wai 
Beauchamp,   peremptorily    refuled    to    embark    in    the 
canoe.     This  being  the  firft    example  of   abfolute  dif- 
obedience  which  had  yet  appeared  during  the  courfe  of 
our  expedition,  I  fhould  not  have  paffed  it  over  without 
taking  fome  very  fevere  means   to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  it;  but  as  he  had  the  general  charadler  of  a  fimple 
fellow  among  his  companions,   and  had  been  frightened 
out  of  what  little  fenfe  he  poffeffed  by  our  late  dan- 
gers, I  rather  preferred  to  conlider  him  as  unworthy  of 
accompanying    us,  and   to  reprefent   him   as  an  obje(5b 
of  ridicule  and  contempt  for  his  pufillanimous  behaviour; 
though,    in    fadt,   he  was   a  very   ufeful,  adtive,  and 
laborious  man. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  day  we  affembled  round  a  blazing 
fire,  and  the  whole  party,  being  enlivened  with  the 
ufual  beverage  which  I  lupplied  on  thefe  occafions,  forgot 
their  fatigues  and  apprehenfions ;  nor  did  they  fail  to  an-» 
ticipate  the  pleafure  they  fhould  enjoy  in  getting  clear 
«f  their  prefent  diflBculties,  and  gliding  onwards  with 
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a  flrong  and  fteady  dream,  which  our  guide  had  de-^ 
fcribed  as  the  chara<Sleri(lic  of  the  large  river  we  foon 
expected  to  enter. 

(Sunday  i6.)  The  fine  weather  continued,  and  we 
began  our  work,  as  we  had  done  the  preceding  day  ; 
Tome  were  occupied  in  opening  a  road,  others  were 
carrying,  and  the  reft  employed  in  condufling  the  canoe. 
I  was  of  the  firft  party  and  foon  difcovered  that  \vc 
had  encamped  about  half  a  mile  above  fcveral  falls, 
over  which  we  could  not  attempt  to  run  the  canoe, 
lightened  even  as  flie  was.  This  circumftance  rendered 
It  neceffary  that  the  road  fliould  be  made  fufficicntly 
wide  to  admit  the  canoe  to  pafs  ;  a  tedious  and  toiifome 
work.  In  running  her  down  a  rapid  above  the  falls, 
an  hole  was  broken  in  her  bottom,  which  occafioned 
a  confiderable  delay,  as  we  were  deflitute  of  the  ma- 
terials neceffary  for  her  effedtual  reparation.  On  my 
being  informed  of  this  misfortune,  I  returned,  and  or- 
dered Mr.  Mackay,  with  two  Indians,  to  quit  their 
occupation  in  making  the  road,  and  endeavour  to  pe- 
netrate to  the  great  river,  according  to  the  direftion 
which  the  guide  had  communicated,  without  paying 
Uny  attention  to  the  courfe  of  the  river  before   us. 

"When  the  people  had  repaired  the  canoe  in  the  beft 
manner  they  were  able,  we  conduced  her  to  the  head 
of  the  falls ;  ihe  was  then  unloaded  and  taken  out  of 
the  water,  when  we  carried  her  for  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  through  a  low,  fwampy  country.  I  appointed 
four  men  to  this  laborious  office,  which  they  executed 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  for  the  canoe  was  now  be- 
come fo  heavy,  from   the   additional  quantity  of  bark 

and 
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snd  gum  ncccflary  to  patch  her  up,  that  two  men 
couUl  not  carry  her  more  than  an  hundred  yards, 
without  bei  ig  relieved  ;  and  as  their  way  lay  through 
deep  mud,  vvhich  was  rendered  more  difficult  by  the 
roots  and  proftrate  trunks  of  trees,  they  were  every 
moment  in  danger  of  falling;  and  beneath  fuch  a 
weight,  one  falfe  ftep  might  have  been  attended  with 
fatal  confequences.  The  other  two  men  and  myfelf 
followed,  ai  fafl  as  we  could,  with  the  lading.  Thus 
did  we  toil  till  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to  get  to 
the  termination  of  the  road  that  had  been  made  in  the 
morning.  Here  Mr,  Mackay  and  the  Indian  joined  us, 
after  having  been  at  the  river,  which  they  reprefented 
as  rather  large.  They  had  alfo  obferved,  that  the 
river  before  us  was  fo  full  of  fallen  wood,  that  the 
attempt  to  clear  a  paflage  through  it,  would  be  an 
unavailing  labour.  The  country  through  which  they 
had  pafled  was  morafs,  and  almoft  impenetrable  wood. 
In  paffing  over  one  of  the  embarras,  our  dog,  whicU 
was  following  them,  fell  in,  and  it  was  with  very  great 
difficulty  that  he  was  faved,  as  the  current  had  carried 
hira  under  the  drift.  They  brought  with  them  two 
geefe,  which  had  been  fliot  in  the  courfe  of  their  expe- 
dition. To  add  to  our  perplexities  and  embarraffment.v 
we  were  perfecuted  by  mufquitoes  and  fand-flies  through, 
the  whole  of  the  day. 

The  extent  of  our  journey  was  not  more  than  two 
miles  South-Eaft;  and  fo  much  fatigue  and  pain  had 
been  fufFered  in  the  courfe  of  it,  that  my  people, 
as  might  be  expe£led,  looked  forward  to  a  continuance 
of  it  with  difcouragement  and  difmay.  I  was,  indeed, 
informed  that  murmurs  prevailed  among  them,  of  which, 
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however,  1  took  no  notice.  When  we  were  affembled 
together  for  the  night,  I  gave  each  of  thern  a  ilram,  and 
in  a  fliort  time  they  retired  to  the  repofe  which  they  fo 
^Tiuch  required.  "We  could  difcover  the  terrnination  of 
the  mountains  at  a  confiderable  diftance  on  either  fide  of 
^s,  which,  according  to  my  conjedlure,  marked  the  courfe 
of  the  great  river.  On  the  mountains  to,  the  Eaft  there 
were  feveral  fires,  as  their  fmokes  were  very  vifible  to 
us.     ExcefTivq  heat  prevailed  throughout  thq  day. 

(Monday  17.)  Having  fat  up  till  twelve  laft  night, 
which  had  been  my  conftant  pra(Slice  fince  we  had  taken 
pur  prefent  guide,  1  awoke  Mr.  Mackay  to  watch  him 
in  turn.  I  then  laid  down  to  reft,  and  at  three  1  was 
awakened  to  be  informtid  that  he  had  deferted.  Mr. 
Mackay,  with  whom  I  was  difpleafed  on  this  occafion, 
and  the  Cancre,  accompanied  by  the  dog,  went  in  fearch 
of  him,  but  he  had  made  his  efcape :  a  defign  which  he 
had  for  fome  time  meditated,  though  I  had  done  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  induce  him  to.  r^ipain  >yith  me. 


This  misfortune  did  not  produce  any  relaxation  in 
our  exertions.  At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  wc 
were  all  employed  in  cutting  a  pafTage  of  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  through  which  we  carried  our  canoe  and 
cargo,  when  we  put  her  into  the  water  with  her  lading,  but 
in  a  very  fhort  time  were  ftopped  by  the  drift-wood, 
and  were  obliged  to  land  and  carry.  In  fhort,  wc  pur- 
fued  our  alternate  journies  by  land  and  water,  till  noon,, 
when  we  could  proceed  no  furtlier,  from  the  various 
fmall  unnavigable  channels  into  which  the  river  branched 
in  every  direction;  and  no  other  mode  of  getting,  for- 
ward now  remained  for  us,  but  by  cutting  a  road,  acrofs  a 
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neck  of  land.  I  accordingly  difpatched  two  men  to  af- 
certain  the  exaffc  diftance,  and  we  employed  the  interval 
of  their  abfence  in  unloading  and  getting  the  canoe  out 
of  the  water.  It  was  eight  in  the  evening  when  we 
arrived  at  the  bank  of  the  great  river.  This  journey 
was  three  quaiters  of  a  mile  Eaft-North-Eall,  through 
a  continued  fwamp,  where,  in  many  places,  we  waded  up 
to  the  middle  of  our  thighs.  Our  courfe  in  the  fmall 
river  was  about  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  three  miles.  At 
length  we  enjoyed,  after  all  our  toil  and  anxiety,  the 
inexpreffible  fatisfaftion  of  finding  ourfelves  on  the  bank 
of  a  navigable  river,  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  fiift  great 
^ange  of  mountains. 


CHAP;^ 
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CHAPTER    VII. 


Rainy  night.  Proceed  on  the  great  river.  Circum/iances 
cf  it.  Account  of  courfes.  Come  to  rapids.  Obferve 
feveral  fmokes.  See  a  flight  of  white  ducks.  Pafs  over 
a  carrying-place  with  the  canoe^  feV.  The  difficulties  of 
that  paffage.  Abundance  of  wild  onions.  Re-embark  ok 
the  river.  See  fome  of  the  natives.  They  defert  their 
camp  and  fly  into  the  woods.  Courfes  continued.  Kill  a 
red  deer^  isfc.  Circumflances  of  the  river.  Arrive  at 
an  Indian  habitation.  Defcrlptlon  of  It.  Account  of  a 
curious  machine  to  catch  fifh.  Land  to  procure  bark  for 
the  purpofe  of  conflru^lng  a  new  canoe.  Conceal  a 
quantity  of  pemmlcan  for  provljion  on  our  return.  Sue- 
cejjion  of  courfes.  Meet  with  fome  of  the  natives.  Our 
intercourfe  with  them.  Their  Information  rejpe^lng  th-s 
river,   and  the  country.     Defcrlptlon  of  thofe  people. 


Tune,  1793. 

(Tiiefday  18. )  \T  rained  thoughout  the  night  and 
till  feven  in  the  morning;  nor  was  I  forry  that  the 
weather  gave  me  an  excufe  for  indulging  my  people  with 
that  additional  reft,  which  their  fatigues,  during  the  laft 
three  days,  rendered  fo  comfortable  to  them.  Before 
eight,  however,  we  were  on  the  water,  and  driven  on 
by  a  ftrong  current,  when  we  fteered  Eaft- South- Eaft 
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half  a  mile.  South- Weft  by  South  half  a  mile,  Soutli- 
South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South- Weft  half  a  mile,  went 
round  to  North- Weft  half  a  mile,  backed  South  South- 
Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  South- South- Weft  half  a 
mile.  South  by  Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  South- 
Welt  by  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  Here  the  water 
had  fallen  confidcrably,  fo  that  feveral  mud  and  fand- 
banks  were  vifible.  There  was  alfo  an  hill  ahead,  Weft- 
South-Weft. 


^  natives.     Our 


The  weather  was  fo  hazy  that  we  could  not  fee  acrofs 
the  river,  which  is  here  about  two  hundred  yards  wide. 
We  now  proceeded  South  by  Weft  one  third  of  a  mile, 
when  we  faw  a  confiderable  quantity  of  beaver  work 
along  the  banks  ;  North-North- Weft  half  a  mile,  South- 
Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  an  half,  South- South- Weft 
one  third  of  a  mile,  Weft  by  South  one  third  of  a  mile. 
South  by  Eaft  ,half  a  mile.  Mountains  rofe  on  the  left, 
immediately  above  the  river,  whofe  fummits  were  covered 
with  fnow  ;  South- Weft  half  a  mile.  South  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  South-Eaft  one  third  of  a  mile.  South  South- Weft 
half  a  mile.  Here  are  feveral  iflands ;  we  then  veered  to 
Weft  by  South  a  third  of  a  mile,  South-South-Eaft  a 
fixth  of  a  mile.  On  the  right,  the  land  is  high,  rocky, 
and  covered  with  wood  ;  Weft  South- Weft  one  mile,  a 
fmall  river  running  in  from  the  South-Eaft,  South- Weft 
half  a  mile,  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Weft 
half  a  mile.  South  by  Weft  half  a  mile.  Here  a  rocky- 
point  protrudes  from  the  left,  and  narrows  the  river  to  an 
hundred  yards  ;  South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  by  South  one 
eighth  of  a  mile.  The  current  now  was  very  ftrong,  but 
perfed^ly  fafe ;  South-Eaft  by  South  an  eighth  of  mile. 
Weft  by  North  one  third  q£  a  mile,  South  by  Weft  a 
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twelfth  of  a  mile,  South-Weft  one  fourth  of  a  mile* 
Here  the  high  land  terminates  on  one  fide  of  tha 
river,  while  rocks  rife  to  a  confidcrable  height  im- 
mediately above  the  other,  and  the  channel  widens  to 
an  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Weft  by  South  on-^  mile. 
The  river  now  narrows  again  between  rocks  ofa  moderate 
height,  North-North-Eaft  an  eighth  ofa  mile,  veered  to 
South -Weft  an  eighth  of  a  mile.  South  and  South- Weft 
half  a  mile.  The  country  appeared  to  be  low,  as  far  as 
I  could  judge  of  it  from  the  canoe,  as  the  view  is  confined 
by  woods  at  the  diftance  of  about  an  hundred  yards  from 
the  banks.  Our  courfe  continued  Weft  by  North  two 
miles,  Noith  half  a  mile,  North -Weft  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  South- Weft  two  miles,  North  Weft  three  quaiters 
of  a  mile;  when  a  ridge  of  high  land  appeared  in  this 
direction.  Weft  one  mile.  A  Imall  river  flowed  in  from 
the  North,  South  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  North  Weft  half 
a  mile,  South-South-Weft  two  miles  and  an  half,  South- 
Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ;  a  rivulet  loft  itfelf  in 
the  main  ftream,  Weft-North- Weft  half  a  mile.  Here 
the  current  flackened,  and  we  proceeded  South-South- 
Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  South- Weft  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile.  South  by  Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
South- Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile,  when  it  veered  gradually  to 
Weft-North- Weft  ha'f  a  mile:  the  river  being  full  of 
iflands.  We  proceeded  due  North,  with  little  current, 
the  river  prefenting  a  beautiful  ftieet  of  water  for  a  mile 
and  an  half.  South- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile,  Weft- 
North- Weft  one  mile,  when  it  veered  round  to  Soulh- 
Eaft  one  mile.  Weft  by  North  one  mile,  South-Eaft 
one  mile.  Weft  by  North  three  quarters  ofa  mile.  South 
one  eighth  of  a  mile,  when  we  came  to  an  Indian  cabin 
of  late  eredion.    Here  was  the  great  fork,  of  which  oar 

guide 
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guide  had  informed  us,  and  it  appeared  to  be  the  lar^reft 
branch  from  the  South-Ead:,     It  is  about  half  a  mile  in 
breadth,  and  aflunies  the  form  of  a  lake.     The  current 
was  very  flack,  and  we  got  into  the  middle  of  the  channel, 
when  we  fleered  Weft,  and  lounded  in  fixteen  feet  water, 
A  ridge  of  high  land  now  ftretchcd  on,  as  it  were,  acrofs 
our  prefent  dirediion  :   this  courfe'was  three  miles.     We 
then  proceeded  Wett-South-Weft  two  miles,  and  founded 
in  twenty-four  feet  water.     Here  the  river  narrowed  and 
the  current  increafed.     We  then  continued  our  courfe 
North-North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  a  fmall  river 
tailing  in  from  the  North-Eaft.     It  now  veered  to  South 
by  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,    Weft-South-Weft  four 
miles  and  an  half,  Weft  by  North  one  mile  and  a  quarter, 
North-Weft  by  Weft  one  mile,  Weft  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter :  the  land  was  high  on  both  fides,  and  the  river  nar- 
rowed to  an  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  yards ; 
North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South- Weft  by- 
South  two  miles  and  an  half :  here  its  breadth  again  in- 
creafed; South  by   Weft  one  mile,  Weft-South-Weft 
half  a  mile.  South- Weft  by   South  three  miles,   South- 
South-Eaft  one  mile,  with  a  fmall  river  running  in  from 
the  left;   South  with  a  ftrong  current  one  mile,  then  Eaft 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.   South- Weft  one  mile,  South- 
South-Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half;   the  four  laft  diftances 
being  a  continual  rapid  ;   South- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile, 
Eaft-North-Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half,  Eaft-South-Eaft  one 
mile,  where  a  fmall  river  flowed  in  on  the  right ;  South- 
Weft  by  South  two  miles  and  an  half,  when  another  fmall 
river  appeared  from  the  fame  quarter  ;   South  by  Eaft  half 
a  mile,  and  South- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  .  quarter  : 
here  we  landed  for  the  night.  When  we  had  pafTed  the  laft 
river  we  obferved  fmoke  riling  from  it,  as  if  produced  by 
Vol.  II.  Q.  fires 
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fires  that  had  been  frefli  lighted;  I  therefore  concluded 
that  there  were  natives  on  its  banks ;  but  1  was  unwilling 
to  fatigue  my  people,  by  pulling  back  againft  the  current 
in  order  to  go  in  fearch  of  them. 

This  river  appeared,  from  its  high  water-mark ,  to  have 
fallen  no  more  than  one  foot,  while  the  fmaller  branch, 
from  a  fimilar  meafurcment,  had  funk  two  feet  and  an 
half.  On  our  entering  it,  we  faw  a  flock  of  ducks  which 
were  entirely  white,  except  the  bill  and  part  of  the  wings. 
The  weather  was  cold  and  raw  thoughout  the  day,  and 
the  wind  South- Weft.  We  faw  fmoke  rifing  in  columns 
from  many  parts  of  the  woods,  and  I  fhould  have  been 
more  anxious  to  fee  the  natives,  if  there  had  been  any 
perfon  with  me  who  could  have  introduced  me  to  them ; 
but  as  that  ob^edl  could  not  be  then  attained  without 
confiderable  lofs  of  time,  1  determined  to  purfue  the 
navigation  while  it  continued  to  be  fo  favourable,  and 
to  wait  till  my  return,  if  no  very  convenient  opportu- 
nity offered  in  the  mean  time,  to  engage  in  an  inter- 
courfe  with  them. 


(Wednef.  19. )  The  morning  was  foggy,  and  at  three 
we  were  on  the  water.  At  half  paft  that  hour,  our 
courfe  was  Eaft  by  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  a 
fmall  river  flowing  in  from  the  right.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded South  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  and  South-South- 
Weft  a  mile  and  an  half.  During  the  laft  diftancc, 
clouds  of  thick  fmoke  rofe  from  the  woods,  that 
darkened  the  atmofphere,  accompanied  with  a  ftrong 
odour  of  the  gum  of  cyprefs  and  the  fpruce-fir.  Our 
courfes  continued  to  be  South- Weft  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter,   North- Weft  by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 

South- 


WEST  CONTINENT  OF  AMERICA.       125 

South-South-Eaft  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  Eaft  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  South- Weft  one  mile,  Weft  by  South 
tliree  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  South  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  South  by  Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft  by 
South  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  South  by  Weft  two 
miles  and  an  half.  In  the  laft  courfe  there  was  an 
ifland,  and  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  main  channel  of 
the  river  had  formerly  been  on  the  other  fide  of  it. 
The  banks  were  here  compofed  of  high  white  cliffs, 
crowned  with  pinnacles  in  very  grotefque  (hapes.  We 
continued  to  fteer  South-Eaft  by  South  a  mile  and  an 
half,  South  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  one  mile  and  a 
quarter,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile,  South  by  Eaft 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile, 
South-South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  one  mile  and  a 
quarter.  South  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  a  mile  and  an 
half,  South-South-Eaft  three  miles,  and  South- Weft 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  In  the  laft  courfs  the  rocks 
contradted  in  fuch  a  manner  on  both  fides  of  the  river, 
as  to  afford  the  appearance  of  the  upper  part  of  a  fall 
or  cataradl.  Under  this  apprehenfion  we  landed  on 
the  left  {hore,  where  we  found  a  kind  of  foot-path, 
imperfeftly  traced,  through  which  we  conjectured  that 
the  natives  occalionally  paflTed  with  their  canoes  and 
baggage.  On  examining  the  courfe  of  the  river, 
however,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  fall  as  we 
expedled,  but  the  rapids  were  of  a  confiderable  length 
and  impaflable  for  a  light  canoe.  We  had  therefore 
no  alternative  but  to  widen  the  road  fo  as  to  admit 
the  paffage  of  our  canoe,  which  was  now  earned  with 
great  difficulty ;  as  from  her  frequent  repairs,  and  not 
always  of  the  ufual  materials,  her  weight  was  fuch,  that 
ihe  cracked  and  broke  on  the  ihoulders  of  the  men 
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who  bore  her.  The  labour  and  fatigue  of  this  under, 
taking,  from  eight  till  twelve,  beggars  ail  defcription, 
when  we  at  length  conquered  this  afflidling  paffage,  of 
about  half  a  mile,  over  a  rocky  and  moft  rugged  hill. 
Our  courfe  was  South-South-Weft.  Here  I  took  a 
meridian  altitude  which  gave  me  53.  42.  20.  North 
latitude.  We,  however,  loft  fome  time  to  put  our 
canoe  in  a  condition  to  car**''  us  dnwards.  Our  courfe 
was  South  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  next  carrying- 
place,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a  rocky  point 
about  twice  the  length  of  the  canoe.  From  the  ex- 
tremity of  this  point  to  the  rocky  and  almoft  perpen- 
dicular bank  that  rofe  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  is  not 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards.  The  great  body  of 
water,  at  the  fame  time  tumbling  in  fucceffive  cafcades 
along  the  firft  carrying-place,  rolls  through  this  narrow 
paffage  in  a  very  turbid  current,  and  fall  of  whirlpools. 
On  the  banks  of  the  river  there  was  great  plenty  of 
wild  onions,  which  when  mixed  up  with  our  pem- 
mican  was  a  great  improvement  of  it ;  though  they 
produced  a  phyfical  cfFefl  on  our  appetites,  which  was 
rather  inconvenient  to  the  ftate  of  our  provifions. 


Here  we  embarked,  and  fleered  South-Eaft  by  Eaft 
three  cjuarters  of  a  mile.  We  now  faw  a  fmoke  on  the 
iliore;  but  before  we  could  reach  land  the  natives  had 
deferted  their  camp,  which  appeared  to  be  eredled  for 
no  more  than  two  families.  My  two  Indians  were 
inftantly  difpatchcd  in  fearch  of  tliem,  and,  by  following 
their  tracks,  they  foon  overtook  them  ;  but  their  lan- 
guage was  mutually  unintelligible,  and  all  attempts  to 
produce  a  friendly  communication  were  fruitlefs.  They 
no  fooner  perceived  my  young  men  than  they  prepared 

their 
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their  bows  and  arrows,  and  made  (igns  for  them  not  to 
advance;  and  they  thought  it  prudent  to  defill  from 
proceeding,  though  not  before  the  natives  had  difchargcd 
five  arrows  at  them,  which,  however,  they  avoided,  by 
means  of  the  trees.  When  they  returned  with  this 
account,  I  very  much  regretted  tliat  I  had  not  accom- 
panied them ;  and  as  thefe  people  could  not  be  at  any 
very  great  diftance,  I  took  Mr.  Mackay,  and  one  of 
the  Indians  with  me  in  order  to  overtake  them;  but 
they  had  got  fo  far  that  it  would  have  been  imprudent 
in  me  to  have  followed  them.  My  Indians,  who,  I 
believe,  were  terrified  at  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
natives  received  them,  informed  me,  that,  befides  their 
bows,  arrows,  and  fpears,  they  were  armed  with  long 
knives,  and  that  they  accompanied  their  ftrange  antics 
with  menacing  adlions  and  loud  fhoutings.  On  my 
return,  I  found  my  people  indulging  their  curiofity  in 
examining  the  bags  and  balkets  which  the  natives  had 
left  behind  them.  Some  of  them  contained  their  fifhing 
tackle,  fuch  r.s  nets,  lines,  &c.  others  of  a  fmaller  fize 
were  filled  with  a  red  earth,  with  which  they  paint 
themfelves.  In  feveral  of  the  bngs  there  were  alfo  fundry 
articles  of  which  we  did  not  know  the  ufe.  I  pre- 
vented my  men  from  taking  any  of  them  ;  and  for  a  few 
articles  of  mere  curiofity,  which  I  took  myfelf,  I  left 
fuch  things  in  exchange  as  would  be  much  more  ufeful 
to  their  owners. 


At  four  we  left  this  place,  proceeding  with  the  ftream 
South-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Eaft- South-Eaft 
one  mile.  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  South-South- 
Weft  one  mile,  South  by  Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
South- South-Eaft    one    mile,    South-South-Weft    two 
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miles,  South-South-Eafl  three  miles  and  a  quarter,  Ead 
by  North  one  mile,  South- South-Ead  one  mile  and  a 
quarter,  with  a  rapid ;  South-South- Weft  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  South  one  mile  and  an  half,  South-Eaft  one 
mile  and  a  quarter,  South  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and 
South- South-Eaft  one  mile  and  an  half.  At  half  pail 
feven  we  landed  for  the  night,  where  a  fraall  river  flowed 
in  from  the  right.  The  weather  was  fhowery,  accom- 
panied with  feveral  loud  claps  of  thunder.  The  banks 
were  overihadowed  by  lofty  firs,  and  wide-fpreading 
cedars. 


(Thurfday  20.)  The  morning  was  foggy,  and  at  half 
paft  four  we  proceeded  with  a  South  wind,  South-Eaft 
by  Eaft  two  miles,  South-South-Eaft  two  miles  and  an 
half,  and  South -South- Weft  two  miles.  The  fog  was  fo 
thick,  thit  we  could  not  fee  the  length  of  our  canoe, 
which  rendered  our  progrefs  dangerous,  as  we  might 
have  come  fuddenly  upon  a  cafcade  or  violent  rapid. 
Our  next  courfe  was  Weft-North- Weft  two  miles 
and  an  half,  which  comprehended  a  rapid.  Being 
clofe  in  with  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  we  per- 
ceived two  red  deer  at  the  very  edge  of  the  water  :  we 
killed  one  of  them,  and  wounded  the  other,  which  was 
very  fmall.  We  now  landed,  and  the  Indians  followed 
the  wounded  animal,  which  they  foon  caught,  and  would 
have  fhot  another  in  the  woods,  if  our  dog,  who  fol- 
lowed them,  had  not  difturbed  it.  From  the  number 
of  their  tracks  it  appeared  that  they  abounded  in  this 
country.  They  are  not  fo  large  as  the  elk  of  the  Peace 
River,  but  are  the  real  red  deer,  which  I  never  faw 
in  the  North,  though  I  have  been  told  that  they  are 
to  be   found  in    great  numbers  in  the  plains  along  the 
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Red,  or  AfTiniboin  River.     The  bark  had  been  (Gripped 
ofF  many  of  the   fpruce  trees,    and    carried    away,  as  I 
prefumed,  by  the  natives,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering 
their  cabins.     We  now  got  the  venilon  on  board,   and 
continued   our   voyage  South- Welt  one   mile,  South  a 
mile  and  an  half,  and  Weft  one  mile.     Here  the  country 
changed  its  appearance ;    the    banks  were  but  of  a  mo- 
derate height,  from  whence  the  ground  continued  gra- 
dually rifing  to   a  confidetable   diftance,    covered    with 
poplars  and  cypreffes,  but  without  any  kind  of  under- 
wood.    There  are   alfo   feverAi  low    points   which  the 
river,  that  is  here  about  three  hundred  yards  in  breadth, 
fometimes  overflows,  and  are  fhaded  with  the  liard,  the 
foft  birch,  the  fpruce,  and  the  willow.     For  fome  dif- 
tance before    we   came   to   this  part  of  the   river,  our 
view  was  confined  within   very   rugged,  irregular,  and 
lofty  banks,  which  were   varied  with  the  poplar,    diffe- 
rent kinds  of  fpruce  iir,  fmall  birch  trees,  cedars,  alders, 
and  feveral  fpecies    of  the    willow.     Our   next  courfe 
was  South- Weft  by  Weft  fix  miles,   when    wc   landed 
at  a  deferted  houfe,   which  was  the  only   Indian  habi- 
tation of  this  kind  that  I  had  feen  on  this  fide  of  Me- 
chilimakina.     It  was  about  thirty  feet  long  and  twenty 
wide,  with  three  doors,  three  feet  high  by  one  foot  and 
an  half  in  breadth.     F'rom  this  and  other  circumftances, 
it  appears  to  have  been  conftru<9:ed  for   three  families. 
There  were  alfo  three  fire-places,  at  equal  diftances  from 
each  other;  and  the  beds  were  on  either  fide  of  them. 
Behind  the  beds  was  a  narrovv  fpace,  in  the  form  of  a 
manger,  and  fomewhat  elevated,  which  was  appropriated 
to  the  purpofe  of  keeping  fifh.     The  wall  of  the  houfe 
which  was  five  feet  in  height,  was  formed  of  very  ft  rait 
fpruce   timbers,  brought   clofe  together,   and  laid   into 

each 
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each  other  at  the  corners.  The  roof  was  fupported  bv 
a  rklge  pole,  rcfling  on  two  upright  forks  of  about  tea 
feet  high ;  that  and  the  wall  fupport  a  certain  number 
of  fpars,  which  are  covered  with  fpruce  hnrk ;  and  tlic 
whole  attached  and  fecured  by  the  fibres  of  the  cedar. 
One  of  the  gable  ends  is  doled  with  Iplit  boards;  the 
other  with  poles.  Large  rods  are  alio  fixed  acrofs  the 
upper  part  of  the  building,  where  fifh  may  hang  and 
dry.  To  give  the  walls  additional  ftrength,  upright 
ports  are  fixed  in  the  ground,  at  equal  diftances,  both 
within  and  without,  of  the  fame  height  as  the  wall, 
and  firmly  attached  with  bark  fibres.  Openings  appear 
alfo  between  the  logs  in  the  wall,  for  the  purpofe,  as 
I  conjeftured,  of  difcharging  their  arrows  at  a  befieging 
enemy  ;  they  would  be  needlefs  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
light,  which  is  fufficiently  afforded  by  the  fifTures  between 
the  logs  of  the  building,  fo  that  it  appeared  to  be 
conftru(^ed  merely  for  a  fummer  habitation.  There 
was  nothing  further  to  attract  our  attention  in  or  about 
the  houfe,  except  i  large  machine,  which  rauft  have 
rendered  the  taking  off  the  roof  abfolutely  necefTary, 
in  order  to  have  introduced  it.  It  was  of  a  cylindrical 
form,  fifteen  feet  long,  and  four  feet  and  an  half  in 
diameter ;  one  end  was  fquare,  like  the  head  of  a  cafk, 
and  a  conical  machine  was  fixed  inwards  to  the  other 
end,  of  fimilar  dimenfions  ;  at  the  extremity  of  which 
was  an  opening  of  about  feven  inches  diameter.  This 
machine  was  certainly  contrived  to  fct  in  the  river,  to 
catch  large  fifh,  and  very  well  adapted  to  that  pur- 
pofe; as  when  they  arc  once  in,  it  mi  ll  be  impolTible 
for  them  to  get  out,  unlefs  they  fhould  have  flrength 
fufficient  to  break  through  it.  It  was  made  of  long 
pieces  of  fplit  wood,  rounded   to   the   fize   of  a  fmall 
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finger,  and  placed,  at  the  dillancc  of  an  inch  afunder^ 
on  fix  lioops;  to  this  was  added  a  kind  of  boot  of  the 
fame  materials,  into  which  it  may  he  fuppofed  tfiat  tiie 
filh  are  driven,  when  they  are  to  be  taken  out.  The 
houfe  was  left  in  fuch  apparent  oidcr  as  to  maik  the 
ilefign  of  its  owners  to  return  thither.  It  aiifwcnd  in 
every  particular  the  defcription  given  us  by  our  late 
guide,  except  thai  it  was  not  fituatcd  on   an  jfland. 

We  left  this  place,  and  ftcered  South  by  Eaft  one 
mile  and  a  quarter,  when  we  paffed  where  thoie  had  hern 
another  houfe,  of  which  the  ridge-pole  and  fupporters 
alone  remained  :  the  ice  had  probably  carried  away  the 
body  of  it.  The  bank  was  at  thi>  tinle  covered  with 
water,  and  a  fmall  river  flowed  in  on  the  left.  On  a 
point  we  obferved  an  eredlion  that  had  the  appearance 
of  a  tomb  ;  it  was  in  an  oblong  form,  covered,  and  very 
neatly  walled  with  bark.  A  pole  was  fixed  near  it,  td 
which  at  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  a  piece  of 
bark  was  attached,  which  was  probably  a  memorial,  or 
fymbol  of  diftinftion.  Our  next  courfc  was  South  by 
Weft  two  miles  and  an  half,  when  we  faw  a  h(m(6 
on  an  ifland.  South- Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile  and  three; 
quarters,  in  which  we  obferved  another  ifland,  with  a 
houfe  upon  it.  A  river  alfo  flowed  from  the  right,  and 
the  land  was  high  and  rocky,  and  wooded  with  the 
epinette. 

Our  canoe  was  liow  becom^  fo  crazy,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  abfolute  necefiity  to  conftru6t  another ;  and 
as  from  the  appearance  of  the  country  there  was  reafon 
to  expe£t  that  bark  was  to  be  found,  we  landed  at  eighty 
with  the  hope  of  procuring  it.     I  accordingly  difpatched 
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four  men  with  that  commiflioHt^and  at  twelve  they  re- 
turned with  a  fufficient  quantity  to  make  the  bottom 
of  a  canoe  of  five  fathom  in  length,  and  four  feet  and 
an  half  in  height.  At  noon  I  had  an  obfervation,  which 
gave  me  53.  17.   28.  North   latitude. 

We  now  continued  our  voyage  South-Eaft  by  South 
one  mile  and  an  half,  Eaft-South-Eaft  one  mile,  Eall« 
North-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  two  miles,  South- 
Eaft  by  South  one  mile,  South-Eaft  fix  miles,  and  Eaft- 
North-Eaft.  Here  the  river  narrows  between  fteep  rocks, 
and  a  rapid  fucceeded,  which  was  fo  violent  that  we  did 
not  venture  to  run  it.  I  therefore  ordered  the  loading 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  canoe,  but  fhe  was  now  beconm 
fo  heavy  that  the  men  preferred  running  tlie  rapid  to 
the  carrying  her  overland.  Though  I  did  not  altogether 
approve  gf  their  proportion ,  I  was  unwilling  to  oppofe 
it.  Four  of  them  undertook  this  hazardous  expedition, 
and  I  haftened  to  the  foot  of  the  rapid  with  great  anxiety, 
to  wait  the  event,  which  turned  out  as  I  expected.  The 
water  was  fo  ftrong,  that  although  they  kept  clear  of 
the  rocks,  the  canoe  filled,  and  in  this  ftate  they  drove 
half  way  down  the  rapid,  but  fortunately  fhe  did  not 
overfet ;  and  having  got  her  into  an  eddy,  they  emptied 
her,  and  in  an  half-drowned  condition  arrived  fafe  on 
ihore.  The  carrying-place  is  about  half  a  mile  over,  with 
an  Indian  path  acrofs  it.  Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  hunters 
faw  fome  deer  on  an  ifland  above  the  rapid  ;  and  had 
that  difcovery  been  made  before  the  departure  of  the 
canoe,  there  is  little  doubt  but  we  fhould  have  added  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  venifon  to  our  ftock  of  pro- 
vifions.  Our  veflel  was  in  fuch  a  wretched  condition, 
as  I  have  already  obfervcd,  that  it  occaftoned  a  delay  oi 

.     three 
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three  hours  to  put  her  in  a  condition  to  proceed.  At 
length  we  continued  our  former  courfe,  Eaft  North- 
Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half,  when  we  pafled  an  extenfive 
Indian  encampment ,  !!^.^-South-Eaft  one  mile,  where 
a  fmall  river  appeareu  on  the  left ;  South- Eaft  by  South 
one  mile  and  three  quarters,  Eaft  by  South  half  a  mile, 
Eaft  by  North  one  mile,  and  faw  another  houfe  on  an 
ifland;  South  half  a  mile,  Weft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile.  South- Weft  half  a  mile,  where  the  cliffs  of  white 
and  red  clay  appeared  like  the  ruins  of  ancient  caftles. 
Our  canoe  now  veered  gradually  to  Eaft-North-Eaft 
one  mile  and  an  half,  when  we  landed  in  a  ftorm  of 
rain  and  thunder,  where  we  perceived  the  remains  of 
Indian  houfes.  It  was  impoflible  to  determine  the  wind 
in  any  part  of  the  day,  as  it  came  ahead  in  all  our 
directions. 

(Friday  21.)  As  I  was  very  fenfible  of  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  provifions  in  this  country,  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  guard  againft  any  poffibility  of  diftrefs  of 
that  kind  on  our  return ;  I  therefore  ordered  ninety 
pounds  weight  of  pemmican  to  be  buried  in  an  hole, 
lufficientlv  deep  to  admit  of  a  fire  over  it  without  doing 
any  injury  to  our  hidden  treafure,  and  which  would,  at 
the  fame  time,  fccure  it  from  the  natives  of  the  country^ 
or  the  wild  animals  of  the  woods. 


The  morning  was  very  cloudy,  and  at  four  o'clock  we 
renewed  our  voyage,  fteering  South  by  Eaft  one  mile 
and  a  quarter,  Eaft-South-Eaft  half  a  mile.  South  by 
Eaft  one  mile  and  an  half,  Eaft  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft 
two  miles,  where  a  large  river  flowed  in  from  the 
left>  and  a  fmaller  one  from  the  right.    We  then  con- 

R  a,  tinucti 
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t-nued  South  by  Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Eaft 
by  South  a  mile  and  an  half,  South  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  South- Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile,  South  by  Eaft  halt' 
a  mile,  South-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile;  South- Eaft 
by  South  half  a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  the 
cliffs  of  blue  and  yellow  clay  difplaying  the  fame  gro- 
tefque  fhapes  as  thofe  which  we  paifed  yefterday,  Soutli- 
Souih-Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half.  South  by  Eaft  two  miles. 
The  latitude  by  obfervatioii  was  52.  47.  51.  North. 

Here  we   perceived  a  fmall  new  canoe,  that  had  been 
drawn  up  to  the  edg**.  of  the  woods,  and  foon  after  another 
appeared,  with  one  man  in  it,   which  came  out  of  a  fmall 
river.     He  no  fooner  faw  us  than  he  gave  the  whoop,  to 
alarm   his  friends,     who'  immediately  appeared  on  thu 
bank,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,   and  fpears.     They 
were  thinly  habited,  and  difplayed  the  moft  outrageous 
^ntics.     Though  they  were  certainly  in  a  ftate  of  great 
apprehenfion,  they  manifefted  by  their  geftures  that  they 
were  refoived  to  attack  us,  if  we  lliould  venture  to  land. 
I  therefore  ordered  the  men  to  ftop  the  way  of  the  ca- 
noe, and  even  to  check  her  drifting  with  the  current,  as 
it  would   have  been  extreme  folly  to  have'  approached 
thefe  favages  before  their  fury   had  in  fome  decree  fub- 
fided.     My  interpreters,  who  underftood  their  language, 
informed  me  that  they  threatened  us  with  inftant  death  if 
we  drew  nigh  the  fhore ;   and  they  followed  the  menace 
by  difcharging  a  volley  of  arrows,    fome  of  which  fell 
ihort  of  the  canoe,  and  others  paffed  over  it,  fo  that  they 
fortunately  did  us  no  injury.      As  we  had  been  carried 
by  the  current  below  the  fpot  where  the  Indians  were, 
I  ordered  my  people  to  paddle  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
fiver,  withoiit  the  leaft  appearance  of  confufion,  fo  that 

they: 
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they  brought  me  abreaft  of  them.  My  interpreters,  while 
we  were  within  hearing,  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  pacify  them,  but  in  vain.  We  alfo  obferved 
that  they  had  fent  off  a  canoe  wiih  two  men,  down  the 
river,  as  we  concluded,  to  communicate  their  alarm,  and 
procure  affiftance.  This  circumflance  determined  me  to 
leave  no  means  untried  that  might  engage  us  in  a  friendly 
intercourfe  with  them,  before  ihty  acquired  additional 
fecurity  and  confidence,  by  the  arrival  of  their  relations 
and  neighbours,  to  whom  their  fituation  would  be  fhortly 
notified. 


I  therefore  formed  the  following  adventurous  proje£V, 
which  was  happily  crowned  with  fucctfs.  I  left  the 
canoe,  and  walked  by  myfelf  along  the  beach,  in  order  to 
induce  fome  of  the  natives  to  come  to  me,  which  1  ima- 
gined they  might  be  difpofed  to  do,  when  they  faw  me 
alone,  without  any  apparent  poffibility  of  receiving 
afliftance  from  my  people,  and  would  confequently  ima- 
gine that  a  communication  v/ith  me  was  not  a  fervice 
of  danger.  At  the  fame  time,  in  order  to  poffefs  the 
utmofl.  fecurity  of  which  my  fituation  was  fufceptible,  I 
diredled  one  of  the  Indians  to  flip  into  the  woods,  with 
my  gun  and  his  own,  and  to  conceal  himfelf  from  their 
difcovery  ;  he  alfo  had  orders  to  keep  as  near  me  as  pofli- 
ble,  without  being  feen  ;  and  if  any  of  the  natives  fhould 
venture  acrofs,  and  attempt  to  fhoot  me  from  the  water, 
it  was  his  inftrudions  to  lay  him  low  •  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  particularly  enjoined  not  to  fire  till  I  had  difcharged 
one  or  both  of  the  piflols  that  I  carried  in  my  belt. 
If,  however,  any  of  them  were  to  land,  and  approach  my 
perfon,  he  was  immediately  to  join  me.  In  the  mean  time 
my  other  interpreter  aflured  them  that  we  entertained  the 

moft 
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moft  friendly  difpofition,   which  I   confirmed  by  fuch 
fignals  as  1  conceived  would  be  comprehended  by  them. 
I  had  not,  indeed,  been  long  at  my  ilation,  and  my  Indian 
in  ambufti  behind  me,  when  two  of  the  natives  came  oflf 
in  a  canoe,  but   flopped  when  they  had  got   within   an 
hundred  yards  of  me.     I  made  figns  for  them  to  land,  and 
as 'an  inducement,  difplayed  looking  glalTes,  beads,  and 
other  alluring  trinkets.     At  length,  but  with  every  mark 
of   extreme   apprehenfion,    they  approached   the   fliore» 
ftern  forcmoft,  but  would  not  venture  to  land.     I  now* 
made  them  a  prefent  of  fome  beads,  with  which  they 
were  going  to  pufh  off,  when  I  renewed  my  entreaties, 
and,  after  fome  time,  prevailed  on  them  to  come  afhore, 
and  fit  down  by  me.     My  hunter  now  thought  it  right 
to  join  me,  and  created  fome  alarm  in  my  new  acquaint 
tance.     It  was,  however,  foon  removed,  and  I  had  the 
fatisfa<Slion  to    find  that  he    and  thefe   people  perfedlly 
underftood  each    other.     I  inftruiSled  him  to  fay  every 
thing  that  might  tend  to  footh  their  fears  and  win  their 
confidence,     I  exprefied  my  wifh  to  conduct  them  to  our 
canoe,  but  they  declined  my  offer ;  and  when  they  obferved 
fome  of  my  people  coming  towards  us,  they  requefted 
me  to  let  them  return ;  I  was   fo   well    fatisfied    with 
the  progrefs  I  had  made  in   my  intcrcoufe  with  them, 
that  I  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  complying  with  their 
defire.     During  their  fhort  flay»  they  obferved  us,   and 
every  thing  about  us,  with  a  mixture  of  admiration  and 
aftonifhment.     We  could  plainly  diflinguiili  that  their 
friends  received  them  with  great  joy  on  their  return  ,  and 
that  the  articles  which  they  carried  back  with  them  were 
examined  with  a  general  and  eager  curiofity ;  they  alfo 
appeared  to   hold  a  confutation,  which  lafted   about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the  refuU  was,  an  ir>vitation  to 

come 
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tome  over  to  them,  which  was  cheerfully  accepted.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  on  our  landing,  they  betrayed  evident  figns  of 
confufion,  which  arofe  probably  from  the  quickncfs  of 
our  movements,  as  the  profpeft  of  a  friendly  communU. 
cation  had  fo  cheered  the  fpirits  of  my  people,  that  they 
paddled  acrofs  the  river  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  The 
two  men,  however,  who  had  been  with  us,  appeared^ 
very  naturally,  to  poffefs  the  greateft  {hare  of  courage 
on  the  occafion,  and  were  ready  to  receive  us  on  our 
landing ;  but  our  demeanor  foon  difpelled  all  their  appre- 
henfions,  and  the  mod  familiar  communication  took 
place  between  us.  When  1  had  fecured  their  confidence, 
by  the  diftribution  of  trinkets  among  them,  and  treated 
the  children  with  fugar,  I  inftrudled  my  interpreters  to 
coUedt  every  ncccflary  information  in  their  power  to  afford 


sne. 


According  to  their  account^  this  river ,  whofe  courfe 
is  very  extcnfive,  runs  towards  the  mid-day  fun  ;  and 
that  at  its  mouth,  as  they  had  been  informed,  white 
people  were  building  houfes.  They  reprefented  its 
current  to, be  uniformly  ftrong,  and  that  in  three  places 
it  was  altogether  impaflable,  from  the  fails  and  rapids, 
which  poured  along  between  perpendicular  rocks  that 
were  much  higher  and  more  rugged  than  any  we  had 
yet  feen,  and  would  not  admit  of  any  paflage  over  them. 
But  befides  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  navigation, 
they  added,  that  v/e  fliould  have  to  encounter  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  who  were  very  numerous. 
They  alfo  reprefented  their  immediate  neighbours  as  a 
very  malignant  race,  who  lived  in  large  fubterraneous 
rcceffes :  and  when  they  were  made  to  underftand  that 
U  was  9ur  defi^n  to  proceed  to  the  fea,  they  diffuaded  us 

from 
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from  profecuting  our  intention,  as  we  Hiould  certainly 
become  a  facrifice  to  the  favage  fpirit  of  the  nativesj 
Thefe  people  they  defcribed  as  poffeffing  iron,  arms,  and 
utenfils,  which  they  procured  from  their  neighbours  to 
the  Weftward,  and  were  obtained  by  a  commercial  pro- 
grefs  from  people  like  ourfeives,  who  brought  them  in 
great  canoest 

Sucli  an  account  of  our  fituation,  exaggerated  as  it 
might  be  in  fome  points,  and  erroneous  in  others,  was 
fuffirciently  alarming,  and  awakened  very  painful  rejec- 
tions ;  neverthelefs  it  did  not  operate  on  my  mind  fo  as 
to  produce  any  change  in  my  original  determination. 
My  firft  objciSt,  therefore,  was  to  perfuade  two  of  thefe 
people  to  accompany  me,  that  they  might  fecure  for  us 
a  favourable  reception  from  their  neighbours.  To  this 
prof  ofition  they  alfented,  but  cxpreffed  fome  degree  of 
diffatisfadlion  at  the  immediate  departure,  for  Which  we 
were  making  preparation  ;  but  when  we  were  ready  to 
to  enter  the  canoe,  a  fmall  one  was  feen  doubling  the 
point  below,  with  three  men  in  it.  We  thought  it 
prudent  to  wait  for  their  arrival,  and  they  proved  to  be 
fome  of  their  relations,  who  had  received  the  alarm  from 
the  meflengers,  which  I  have  already  mentioned  as 
having  been  fent  down  the  river  for  ihat  ptirpofe,  and 
who  had  paffed  on,  as  we  were  afterwards  informed,  to 
extend  the  notice  of  our  arrival.  Though  thefe  people 
faw  us  in  the  midft  of  their  friends,  they  difplayed  the 
moft  menacing  aftions,  and  hoftile  poftures.  At  lengthj 
however,  this  wild,  favage  fpirit  appeared  to  fubfide, 
and  they  were  perfuaded  to  land.  One  of  them,  who 
was  a  middle  aged  perfon,  whofe  agitations  had  been  lefs 
frequent  than  thofe  of  his  companions;  and  who  was 

treated 
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treated  with  particular  rcfped  by  them  all,  inquired  who 
we  were,  whence  we  came,  whither  we  were  going, 
and  what  was  the  motive  of  our  coming  into  that 
country.  When  his  friends  had  fatisfied  him  as  far 
as  they  were  able  refpeding  us,  he  inftantly  advifed  us 
to  delay  our  departure  for  that  night,  as  their  relations 
below,  having  been  by  this  time  alarmed  by  the  meflengers, 
who  had  been  fent  for  that  purpofe,  would  certainly 
oppofe  our  paflage,  notwithftanding  I  had  two  of  their 
own.  people  with  me.  He  added,  that  they  would  all 
of  them  be  here  by  fun-fet,  when  they  would  be  con- 
vinced, as  he  was,  that  we  were  good  people,  and 
meditated  no  ill  defigns  againfl  them. 

Such  were  the  reafons  which  this  Indian  urged  in 
favour  of  our  remaining  till  the  next  morning ;  and 
they  were  too  well  founded  for  me  to  hefitate  in  com- 
plying with  them;  befides,  by  prolonging  my  ftay  till 
the  next  morning,  it  was  probable  that  I  might  obtain 
feme  important  intelligence  refpe<Sling  the  country 
through  which  1  was  to  pafs,  and  the  people  who 
inhabited  it.  I  accordingly  ordered  the  canoe  to  be 
unloaded,  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  gummed.  My  tent 
was  alfo  pitched,  and  the  natives  were  now  become  fo 
familiar,  that  I  was  obliged  to  let  them  know  my  wifh 
to  be  alone  and  undidurbed. 


My  firft  application  to  the  native  whom  I  have  already 
particularly  mentioned,  was  to  obtain  from  him  fuch  a 
plan  of  the  river  as  he  fhould  be  enabled  to  give  me ;  and 
he  complied  with  this  requeft  with  a  degree  of  readinefs 
and  intelligence  that  evidently  proved  it  was  by  no 
means  a  new  bufmefs  to  him.     In  order  to  acquire  the 

Vol.  II.  jS  beft 
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bed  information  he  could  communicate,  I  afTured  him, 
if  I  found  his  account  correct,  that  I  fhould  either 
return  myfelf,  or  fend  others  to  them,  with  fuch  articles 
as  they  appeared  to  want :  ^particularly  arms  and  am- 
munition, with  which  they  would  be  able  to  prevent 
their  enemies  from  invading  them.  I  obtained,  however, 
no  addition  to  what  I  already  knew,  but  that  the  country 
below  us,  as  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  it,  abounded 
in  animals,  and  that  the  river  produced  plenty  of  fifh. 

Our  canoe  was  now  become  fo  weak,  leaky,  and 
unmanageable,  that  it  became  a  matter  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  to  conftrudl  a  new  one  ;  and  I  had  been  informed, 
that  if  we  delayed  that  important  work  till  we  got 
further  down  the  river,  we  Hiould  not  be  able  to  procure 
bark.  I  therefore  difpatched  two  of  my  people,  with 
an  Indian,  in  fearch  of  that  neceflary  material.  The 
weather  was  fo  cloudy  that  I  could  not  get  an  ob- 
servation. *       , 

I  pafled  the  fell  of  the  day  in  converfing  with  tb  fe 
people :  they  confided  of  feven  families,  containing 
eighteen  men  ;  they  were  clad  in  leather,  and  had  feme 
beaver  and  rabbit-fkin  blankets.  They  had  not  been 
long  arrived  in  this  part  of  the  country,  where  they 
propofed  to  pafs  the  fummer,  to  catch  fi(h  for  their 
winter  provifion  :  for  this  purpofe  they  were  preparing 
machines  iimiliar  to  that  which  we  found  in  the  firft 
Indian  houfe  we  faw  and  defcribed.  The  fiih  which  they 
take  in  them  are  large,  and  only  vifit  this  part  of  the  river 
at  certain  feafons.  Thefe  people  differ  very  little,  if  at  all, 
either  in  their  appearance,  language,  or  manners,  from 

*  The  obfervatioH)  already  mentioned,  I  got  on  my  return. 

the 
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the  Rocky-Mountain  Indians.  The  men  whom  I  fent 
in  fearch  of  bark,  returned  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
it,  but  of  a  very  indifferent  kind.  We  were  not  gra- 
tified with  the  arrival  of  any  of  the  natives  whom  we 
expected  from  a  lower  part  of  the  river. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Rertew  our  voyage^  accompanied  by  two  of  the  nothcs. 
Account  of  courfes.  State  of  the  river.  Arrive  at  a 
fubterranean  houfe.  See  feveral  natives.  Brief  def- 
cription  of  them.  Account  of  our  conference  with  them. 
See  other  natives.  Defcription  of  them,  'Their  con- 
duit y  isfc.  The  account  which  they  gave  of  the  countrj. 
Tbe  narrative  of  a  female  prijoner.  The  perplexities  of 
tny  fituation.  Specimen  of  the  language  of  two  tribes. 
Change  the  plan  of  my  journey.  Return  up  the  river. 
Succejpon  of  dangers  and  difficulties.  Land  on  an  if  and 
to  build  another  canoe. 


1793,  June. 


(Saturday  22.)  JTX-T  fix  in  the  morning  we  proceeded 
on  our  voyage,  with  two  of  the  Indians,  one  of  them 
in  a  fmall  pointed  canoe,  made  after  the  failiion  of  the 
Efquimaux,  and  the  other  in  our  own.  This  precaution 
was  neceflary  in  a  two-fold  point  of  view,  as  the  fmall 
canoe  could  be  fent  ahead  to  fpeak  to  any  of  the  natives 
that  might  be  feen  down  the  river,  and,  thus  divided, 
would  not  be  eafy  for  them  both  to  make  their  efcape. 
Mr.  Mackay  alfo  embarked  with  the  Indian,  which  feemed 
to  aiFord  him  great  fatisfaiS^ion,  and  he  was  thereby  ena- 
bled to  keep  us  company  with  diminution  of  labour. 

Our 
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Our  courfes  were  South-South-Eafl  a  mile  and  an  half, 
South-Eaft  half  a  mile,  South  by  Eaft  four  miles  and  an 
half,  South-Eaft  by  South  half  a  mile.  South  by  Weft  half 
a  mile,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  one  mile.  South- South- Weft 
a  mile  and  an  half,  South  by  Eaft  one  mile  and  a  quarter. 
The  country  on  the  right  prefented  a  very  beautiful 
appearance ;  it  rofe  at  firft  rather  abruptly  to  the  height  of 
twenty-five  feet,  when  the  precipice  was  fucceeded  by  an 
inclined  plain  to  the  foot  of  another  fteep,  which  was 
followed  by  another  extent  of  gently-rifing  ground :  thefe 
obje£ls,  which  were  fliaded  with  groves  of  fir,  prefenting 
themfelves  alternately  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

We  now  landed  near  an  houfe,  the  roof  of  which  alone 
appeared  above  ground ;  but  it  was  deferted  by  its  inhabi- 
tants who  had  been  alarmed  at  our  approach.  We  ob- 
ferved  feveral  men  in  the  fecond  fteep,  who  difplayed  the 
fame  poftures  and  menacing  aflions  as  thofe  which  wc 
have  fo  lately  defcribed.  Our  conductors  went  to  them 
immediately  on  an  embafly  of  friendlliip,  and,  after  a 
very  vociferous  difcourfe,  one  of  them  was  perfuaded  to 
come  to  us,  but  prefented  a  very  ferocious  afpecSl  :  the 
reft,  who  were  feven  in  number,  foon  followed  his 
example.  They  held  their  bows  and  arrows  in  their 
hands,  and  appeared  in  their  garments,  which  v/ere 
fattened  round  the  neck,  but  left  the  right  arm  free 
for  adion.  A  cord  fattened  a  blanket  or  leather  co- 
vering under  the  right  armpit,  fo  that  it  hung  upon 
the  left  fliouldcr,  and  might  be  occafionally  employed 
as  a  target,  that  would  turn  an  arrow  which  was  nearly 
fpent.  As  ibon  as  they  had  recovered  from  their  appre- 
henfions,  ten  women  made  their  appearance,  but  without 
any   children,   whom,    I  imagine,   tliey   had  fent  to  a 

greater 
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greater  diAance,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  all  poffible 
danger.  I  didributed  a  few  prefents  among  them,  and 
left  my  guides  to  explain  to  them  the  obje<Sl  of  my 
journey,  and  the  frien<llinefs  of  my  defigns,  with  which 
they  had  themfclves  been  made  acquainted ;  their  fears 
being  at  length  removed,  I  gave  them  a  fpecimen  of 
the  ufe  to  which  we  applied  our  fire-arms :  at  the  fame 
time,  1  calmed  their  aftonifhment,  by  the  affurance, 
that,  though  we  could  at  once  deftroy  thofe  who  did 
us  injury,  we  could  equally  prote£t  thofe  who  fhewed 
us  kindnefs.  Our  ftav  here  did  not  exceed  half  an 
liour,  and  we  left  thefe  people  with  favorable  impref- 
fions  of  us. 


From  this  place  we  fteered  Eaft  by  North  half  a 
mile,  South  by  Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  South 
by  Weft  a  mile  and  an  half,  when  we  landed 'again  on 
feeing  fome  of  the  natives  on  the  high  ground,  whofe 
appearance  was  more  wild  and  ferocious  than  any 
whom  we  had  yet  feen.  Indeed  I  was  under  fome 
apprehenfion  that  our  guides,  who  went  to  conciliate 
them  to  us,  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  their  favage 
fury.  At  length,  however,  they  were  perfuaded  to 
entertain  a  more  favourable  opinior*  of  us,  and  they 
approached  us  one  after  another,  to  the  number  of  fixteen 
men,  and  feveral  women ;  I  fhook  hands  with  theai 
all,  and  defired  my  interpreters  to  explain  that  falutation 
as  a  token  of  friendfhip.  As  this  was  not  a  place  where 
we  could  remain  with  the  neceflary  convenience,  I  pro- 
pofed  to  proceed  further,  in  fearch  of  a  more  commo- 
dious fpot.  They  immediately  invited  us  to  pafs  the 
night  at  their  lodges,  which  were  at  no  great  diftance, 
and  promiled,    at   the  fame  time,  that  they  would    in 

tha 
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the  morning  fend  two  men  to  introduce  us  to  the  next 
nation,  who  were  very  numerous,  and  ill-difpofed  towards 
ftrangers.  As  wc  were  pufhing  from  the  fliore,  we 
were  very  much  furprifed  at  hearmg  a  woman  pronounce 
fcveral  words  in  the  Kmfteneaux  language.  She  proved 
to  be  a  Rocky- Mountain  native,  fo  that  my  interpreters 
perfe(5tly  underflood  her.  She  informed  us  that  her 
country  is  at  the  forks  of  this  river,  and  that  flie  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  the  Kniftencaux,  who  had  carried 
her  acrofs  the  mountains.  After  having  pafTed  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fummer  with  them,  (lie  had  con- 
trived to  efcape,  before  they  had  reached  their  own 
country,  and  had  re-croffcd  the  mountains,  when  (he 
cxpedlcd  to  meet  her  own  friends:  but  after  fufFering 
all  the  hardfhips  incident  to  fuch  a  journey,  fhe  had 
been  taken  by  a  war-party  of  the  people  with  whom 
flie  then  was,  who  had  driven  her  relations  from  the 
liver  into  the  mountains.  She  had  fmce  been  detained 
by  her  prefent  hufband,  of  whom  fhe  had  no  caufe  to 
complain ;  neTerthelefs  fhe  exprciTed  a  (Irong  defire  to 
return  to  her  own  people  I  prefented  her  with  fcveral 
ufeful  articles,  and  defired  her  to  come  to  me  at  the 
lodges,  which  fhe  readily  engaged  to  do.  We  arrived 
thither  before  the  Indians,  and  landed,  as  we  had  pro- 
mifed.  It  was  now  near  twelve  at  noon,  but  on  attempting 
to  take  an  altitude  I  found  the  angle  too  great  for  my 
fextant. 

The  natives  whom  we  had  already  feen,  and  feveral 
others,  foon  joined  us,  wllli  a  greater  number  of  women 
than  1  had  yet  feen ;  but  I  did  not  obferve  the  female 
prifoner  among  them.  There  were  thirty-five  of  them, 
and  my  remaining  ftore  of  prefents  was  not  fufficient 

to 
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to  enable  me  to  be  very  liberal  to  fo  many  claimants. 
Among  the  men  I  found  four  of  the  adjoining  nation, 
and  a  Rocky- Mountain  Indian,  who    had    been    with 
them  for  fome  time.     As  he  was  underflood  by  my  in- 
terpreters,   and   was  himfelf  well  acquainted    with  the 
language    of   the    flrangers,    I   pofiefled  the  means  of 
obtaining    every    information    refpe6ling   the    country, 
which  might  be  in  their  power  to  afford  me.     For  this 
purpofe  I  feledled  an  elderly  man  from  the  four  ftran- 
gers,  whofe  countenance  had  prepoIfelTed  me  in  his  fa- 
vour.    I  ftated  to  thefe  people,   as  I  had  already  done 
to  thofe  from  whom  I  had  hitherto  derived  information, 
the  objects  of  my  voyage,  and  the  very  great  advantages 
which  they  would  receive  from  my  fuccefsful  termination 
of  it.     They  expreffed  themfelves  very  much  fatisfied  at 
my  communication,    and  afTured   me  that  they  would 
not   deceive   me  refpefting  the  fubjefl  of  my  inquiry. 
An  old  man  alfo,  who  appeared  to  poffefs  the  chara(9:er 
of  a  chief,  declared  his   wifh  to  fee  me  return  to  his 
land,  and  that  his  two  young  daughters  fhould  then  be 
at  my  difpofal.     I  now  proceeded  to  requeft  the  native 
whom  I  had  particularly  fele6ted,   to  commence   his  in- 
formation, by  drawing  a  (ketch  of  the  country   upon  a 
large  piece  of  bark,  and  he  immediately  entered  on  the 
work,  frequently  appealing  to,  and  fometimes  afking  the 
advice  of,  thofe  around  him.     He  dcfcribed  the  river  as 
running  to  the  Eaft  of  South,  receiving  many  rivers  and 
every  fix  or  eight   leagues    encumbered  with  falls   and 
rapids,  feme  of  which  were  very  dangerous,  and   fix  of 
them   impradlicable.     The  carrying-places  he  reprefcnted 
as  of  great  length,  and  paffing  over  hills  and  mountains. 
He  depi£led  the  lands  of  three  other  tribes,  in  fucceflion, 
who  fpoke  different  languages.     Beyond  them  he  knew 
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wothing  either  of  the  river  or  country,  only  that  it  was 
ftiU  a  long  way  to  the  fea  ;  and  that,  as  he  had  heard, 
there  was  a  lake  before  they  reached  the  water,  which 
the  natives  did  not  drink.     As  far  as  his  knowledge  of 
the  river  extended,  the  country  on  either  fide  was  level, 
in   many  places  without  wood,   and   abounding   in  red 
deer,  and  fome    of  a    (mail  fallow  kind.     Few  of  the 
natives,  he  faid,    would  come    to  the  banks  for   fome 
time  ;  but  that  at  a  certain  feafon  they  would  arrive  there 
in  great  numbers,  to  fifti.     They    now   procured   iron, 
brafs,  copper,  and  trinkets,   from   the    Weftward  j   but 
formerly  thcfe  articles  were    obtained  from   the    lower 
parts  of  the  river,  though  in  fniall  quantities.     A  knife 
was  produced  which  had  been  brought  from  that  quarter* 
The  blade  was  ten  inches  long,  and  an  inch  and  an  half 
broad,  but  with  a  very  blunted  edge.     The   handle  wa$ 
of  horn.     We   underftood    that    this    inilrument    had 
been  obtained  from  white  men,  long  before  they  had 
heard  that  any  came  to  the  Weftward.     One  very  old 
man  obferved,  that  as  long  as   he  could  remember,   he 
was  told  of  white  people  to  the  Southward  ;  and  that 
he  had  heard,  though  he  did  not  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  the  report,  that  one  of  them  had  made  an  attempt 
to  come  up  the  river,  and  was  deftroyed. 

Thefe  people  defcribe  the  dlftance  acrofs  the  country 
as  very  fhort  to  the  Weftern  ocean  ;  and,  according  to 
my  own  idea,  it  cannot  be  above  five  or  fix  degrees.  If 
the  afTertion  of  Mr.  Meats  be  correal,  it  cannot  be  fa 
far,  as  the  inland  fea  which  he  mentions  within  Nootka, 
muft  come  as  far  Eaft  as  126  Weft  longitude.  They 
affured  us  that  the  road  was  not  difficult,  as  they  avoided 
the  mountains,  keeping   along  the  low  lands  between 

Vol.  U.  T  them. 
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them,  many  parts  of  which  are  entirely  free  from  wooi 
According  to  their  account,   this  way  is  fo  often  tra« 
veiled  by  them,  that  their  path  is  vifible  throughout  the 
whole  journey,  which  lies  along  fmall  lakes  and  rivers. 
It  occupied  them,  they  faid,  no  more  than  fix  nights, 
to  go  to  where  they  meet  the  people  who  barter  iron, 
brafs,  copper,  beads,  &c.  with  them,  for  drefled  leather, 
and  beaver,  bear,  lynx,  fox,  and  marten  fkins.     The  iron 
is  about  eighteen  inches  of  two- inch  bar.     To  this  they 
give  an  edge  at  one  end,  and  fix  it  to  an  handle  at  right 
angles,  which  they  employ  as  an  axe.     When  the  iron 
is  worn  down,   they   fabricate   it  into  points  for  their 
arrows  and  fpikes.     Before  they  procured  iron  they  em- 
ployed bone  and  horn  for  thofe  purpofes.     The  copper 
and  hr-fs  they  convert  into  collars,  armbands,  bracelets, 
and  oiher  ornaments.     They  fometimes  alfo  point  their 
arrows  with  thofe  metals.     They  had  been  informed  by 
thofe  whom  they  meet  to  trade  with,  that  the  white 
people,  from   whom   thefe  articles   are  obtained,  were 
building  houfes  at  the  diflance  of  three  days,   or  two 
nights  journey  from  the  place  where  they  met  laft  fall. 
With  this  route  they  ail  appeared  to  be  well  acquainted. 


I  now  requefted  that  they  would  fend  for  the  female 
prifoner  whom  I  faw  yefterday,  but  I  received  only  vague 
and  evafive  anfwers  :  they  probably  apprehended,  that  it 
was  our  defign  to  take  her  from  them.  I  was,  however, 
very  mudi  difappointed  at  being  prevented  from  having 
an  interview  with  her,  as  flie  might  have  given  me  a 
corredl  account  of  the  country  beyopd  the  forks  of  the 
river,  as  well  as  of  the  pafs  through  the  mountains  from 
them. 

Mf 
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My  people  had  lillened  with  great  attention  to  the 
relation  which  had  been  given  me,  and  it  feemed   to  be 
their    opinion,   that   it  would    be   abfolute   madnefs    to 
attempt  a  paflage  through  fo  many  favage  and  barbarous 
nations.     My    fituation    nvay,    indeed,    be   more  eafily 
conceived  than  exprefied  :  I   had  no  more  than  thirty 
days  provifion  remaining,  exclufive  of  fuch   fupplies   as 
I  might  obtain  from  the  natives,   and  the  toil  of  our 
hunters,  which,   however,   was  fo   precarious  as    to   be 
matter    of  little  dependence  :    befides,   our  ammunition 
would  foon    be    exhauiled,    particularly     our    ball,    of 
which  we    had  not    more  than    an  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  about   tliirty    pounds   weight  of   fliot,  which,    in- 
deed,   might    be  converted  into    bullets,  though  with 
great  wafte, 

Tlie  more  1  heard  of  the  river,  the  more  I  was  con- 
vinced it   could  not  empty  itfelf  into  the  ocean  to  the 
North  of  what  is  called  the  River  of  the  Weft,   fo  that 
with  its  windings,  the  diftance  muft  be  very  great.     Such 
being  the   difcouraging  circumftances   of  my  fituation, 
which  were  now  heightened  by  the  difcontents  of  my 
people,  I   could    not  but   be    alarmed    at    the   idea  of 
attempting  to  get  to  the  difchargc  of  fuch  a  rapid  river, 
efpecially  when  I  reflefled  on  the  tardy  progrefs  of  my 
return  up  it,   even  if  I   ihould   meet  with  no  obftruc- 
tion  from  the  numbers  of  them  which  would   then  be 
on  the  river ;  and  whom   I  could  have   no  opportunity 
of  conciliating   in    my   paffage   down,   for  the   re'afons 
which    have  been   already  mentioned.    At    all    events, 
I  muft  give  up  every  cxpeaation  of  returning  this  fealba 
to  Athabafca.     Such  were  my  refleaions  at  this  period; 
but  iaftead  of  continuing  to  indulge  them,  I  determined  to 

•J"  2  proceed 
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proceed  with  refolutlon,  and  fet  future  events  at  defiance. 
At  the  fame  time  I  fufFered  myfelf  to  nouri{h  the  hope 
that  I  might  be  able  to  penetrate  with  more  fafety,  and 
in  a  fhorter  period,  to  the  ocean  by  the  inland  weftern 
communication. 

To  carry  this  projedl  into   execution,   I  muft   have 
reti^rned  a  confiderabie  diftance   up   the    river,   which 
would  necefTarily  be  attended  with  a  very   ferious  in- 
convenience, if  I  pafled  over  every  other  ;  as  in  a  voyage 
pf  this  kind,  a  retrograde  motion  could  not  fail  to  cool 
the  ardour,  flacken  the  zeal,  and  weaken  the  confidence 
of  thofe,   who    have'    no    greater    inducement  in    the 
undertaking ,  than  to  follow  the  condu6tor  of  it.     Such 
was  the  ftate  of  my  mind  at  this  period,  and  fuch  the 
clrcumftances  by  which  it  was  diftrefled  and  diftradled. 
To  the  people  who  had  given  me  the  foregoing  in- 
formation, I  prefented    fome    beads,    which    they  pre- 
ferred to  any    other  articles   in  my   pofleilion,   and  I 
recompenfed   in   the   fame  manner  two  of  them  who 
communicated  to  me  the  following  vocabulary  in  th& 
l^inguagcs  of  the  Nagailer  and  Atnah  tribes. 


The  Nagailer, 

The  Atnah, 

,  ■ 

pr  Carrien-Indians. 

or  Chin-Indiansi, 

Eye, 

Nah, 

Thlouftin. 

Hair, 

Thigah , 

Cahowdin, 

Teeth, 

Gough, 

Chliough. 

Nofe, 

Nenzeh, 

Pifax. 

Head, 

Thie, 

Scapacay. 

"Wood, 

Dekin, 

Shedzay, 

Hand, 

Lah, 

Calietha. 

Leg, 

Kin/ 

Squacht. 

Tongue^ 
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The  Nagailer, 

The  Atnah, 

pr  Carrien-lndians; 

or  Chin-Indians. 

Tongue, 

Thoula, 

Dewhasjilk. 

Ear, 

Zach, 

Ithlinah. 

Man, 

Dinay, 

Scuynlouch. 

Woman, 

Chiqoui, 

Smolledgenfk. 

Beaver, 

Zah, 

Schugh. 

Elk, 

Yczey, 

Oikoy-Beh, 

Dog, 

Sieing, 

Scacah. 

Ground-hog, 

Thidnu, 

Squaiquais. 

Iron, 

Thiifitch, 

Soucoumang, 

Fire, 

Goun, 

Teuck. 

Water, 

Tou, 

Shaweliquoih. 

Stone, 

.      Zeh, 

Ifhehoineah. 

Bow, 

Nettuny, 

Ifquoinah. 

Arrow, 

Igah, 

Squaili. 

Yes, 

Nefi, 

Amaig. 

Plains, 

ThoiTghoud, 

Spilela. 

Gome  here, 

Andezei, 

Thla-elyeh. 

The  Atnah  language  has  no  affinity  to  any  with  which 
I  am  acquainted  ;  but  the  Nagailer  differs  very  little 
from  that  fpoken  by  the  Beaver  Indians,  and  is  almoft 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  Chepevvyans, 


We  had  a  thunder-ftorm  with  heavy  rain  ;  and  in  the 
evening  when  it  had  fubfided,  the  Indians  amufed  us  with 
jiriging  and  dancing,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  the 
young  women.  Four  men  now  arrived  whom  we  had 
not  yet  feen ;  they  had  left  their  families  at  fome  dif- 
tance  in  the  country,  and  expreffed  a  dcfire  that  we 

Vfe  fl^ould  vifit  them  there* 

(Sunday 
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(Sunday  23.)  After  a  reftlefs  night,  I  called  the  Indians 
together,  from  whom  I  yefterday  received  the  intelligence 
which  has  been  already  mentioned,  in  the  hope  that  I 
might  obtain  fome  additional  information.  From  their 
former  account  they  did  not  make  the  lead  deviation ; 
but  they  informed  me  further,  that  where  they  left  this 
river,  a  fmall  one  from  the  Weftward  falls  into  it, 
which  was  navigable  for  their  canoes  during  four  days, 
and  from  thence  they  llept  but  two  nights,  to  get  to  the 
people  with  whom  they  trade,  and  who  have  wooden 
canoes  much  larger  than  ours,  in  which  they  go  down 
a  river  to  the  fea.  Thev  continued  to  inform  me,  that 
if  I  went  that  way  we  muft  leave  our  own  canoe  behind 
us :  but  they  thought  it  probable  that  thofe  people  would 
furniili  us  with  another.  From  thence  they  ftated  the 
iliftance  tc  be  only  one  day*s  voyage  with  the  current  to 
the  lake  whofe  water  is  naufeous,  and  where  they  had 
heard  that  great  canoes  came  two  winters  ago,  and  that 
the  people  belonging  to  them,  brought  great  quantities 
of  goods  and  built  houfes. 


At  the  commencement  of  this  converfation,  I  was  very 
much  furprifed  by  the  following  queftion  from  one  of 
the  Indians  :  "  What,  "  demanded  he,  ••  can  be  the 
reafon  that  you  are  fo  particular  and  anxious  in  your  in- 
quiries of  us  refpe(^ing  a  knowledge  of  this  country  :  do 
not  you  white  men  know  every  thing  in  the  world  ?  " 
This  interrogatory  was  fo  very  unexpe6ted,  that  it  oc- 
cafjoned  fome  hefitation  before  I  cpuld  anfwer  it.  At 
length,  however,  I  replied,  that  we  certainly  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  principal  circumftances  of  every  part 
of  the  world ;  that  I  knew  where  the  fea  is,  and  where  I 
^nyfelf  then  was,  but  that  I  did    not  exa<5lly  underftand 

what 
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what  obllacles  might  interrupt  me  in  getting  to  it ;  with 
which  he  and  his  relations  muft  be  well  acquainted,  as 
they  had  fo  frequently  furmounted  them.  Thus  I  for- 
tunately preferved  the  impreflion  in  their  minds,  of  the 
fuperiority  of  white  people  over  themfeivcs. 

It  was  now,  however,  abfolutely  nereflary  that  I  fhould 
come  to  a  final  determination  which  route  to  take  ;  and 
no  long  interval  of  refledlion  was  employed,  before  I  pre* 
fened  to  go  over  land  :  the  comparative  fhortnefs  and 
fecurity  of  fuch  a  journey,  were  alone  fufficient  to  de- 
termine  me.  I  accordingly  propofed  to  two  of  the  In- 
dians to  accompany  me  and  one  of  them  readily  afTented 
to  my  propofilion* 

I  now  called  thofe  of  my  people  about  me,  who  had 
not  been  prefent  at  my  confutation  with  the  natives ;  and 
after  paffing  a  warm  euloqium  on  their  fortitude,  pa- 
tience, and  perfeverance,  I  ftated  difficulties  that  threatened 
our  continuing  to  navigate  the  river,  the  length  of  time 
it  would  require,  and  the  fcanty  provifion  we  had  for 
fuch  a  voyage :  I  then  proceeded  for  the  foregoing  rea- 
fons  to  propofe  a  (hotter  route,  by  trying  the  over-land 
road  to  the  fea.  At  the  fame  time,  as  I  knew  from 
experience  the  difficulty  of  retaming  guides,  and  as  many 
circumflances  might  occur  to  prevent  our  progrefs  in  that 
diredlion,  I  declared  my  refolution  not  to  attempt  it, 
unlefs  they  would  engage,  if  we  could  not  after  all  pro- 
ceed over  land,  to  return  with  me,  and  continue  our 
voyage  to  the  difcharge  of  the  waters,  whatever  the  dif- 
tance  might  be.  At  all  events,  I  declared,  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  that  I  would  not  abandon  my  defign  of 

reaching 
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reaching  the  fea,  if  I  made  thz  attempt  alone,  and  that 
I  did  not  defpair  of  returning  in  fafety  to  my   friends. 

This  propofition  met  with  the  mod  zealous  return, 
and  they  unanimoufly  affured  me,  that  they  were  as 
willing  now  as  they  had  ever  been,  to  abide  by  my  re- 
folutions,  whatever  they  might  be,  and  to  follow  me 
wherever  I  fhould  go.  I  therefore  requefted  them  to 
prepare  for  an  immediate  departure,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gave  notice  to  the  man  who  had  engaged  to  be 
our  guide,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  accompany  us.  When 
cur  determination  to  return  up  the  river  was  made  known, 
feveral  of  the  natives  took  a  very  abrupt  departure  ;  but 
to  thofe  who  remained,  I  gave  a  few  ufeful  articles,  ex- 
plaining to  them  at  the  fame  time,  the  advantages  that 
would  refult  to  them,  if  their  relations  conduced  me 
to  the  fea  along  fuch  a  road  as  they  had  defcribed.  I 
had  already  given  a  moofe  Ikin  to  fome  of  the  women 
for  the  purpofc  of  making  fhoes,  which  were  now 
brought  us ;  they  were  well  fewed  but  ill  fhaped,  and 
a  few  beads  were  confidered  as  a  fufficient  renumeration 
for  the  fkill  employed  on  them.  Mr.  Mackay,  by  my 
defire,  engraved  my  name,  and  the  date  of  the  year  on 
a  tree. 


When  we  were  ready  to  depart,  our  guide  propofed, 
for  the  fake  of  expedition,  to  go  over  land  to  his  lodge, 
that  he  might  get  there  before  us,  to  make  fome  ne- 
ceiTary  preparation  for  his  journey.  I  did  not  altogether 
relifh  his  deiign,  but  was  obliged  to  confent  :  I  thought 
it  prudent,  however,  to  fend  Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  two 
Indians  along  with  him.  Our  place  of  rendezvous  was 
the  fubterraneous  houfe  which  we  f  afifed  yefterday. 

At 
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At  ten  in  the  morning  we  embarked,  and  went  up  ihd 
current  much  fafter  than  1  expeiSled  with  fuch  a  crazy 
veffel  as  that  which  carried  us.  We  met  our  people 
at  the  houfe  as  had  been  appointed;  but  the  Indian 
ftill  continued  to  prefer  going  on  by  land,  and  it  would 
have  been  needlefs  for  riie  to  oppofe  him.  He  pro- 
ceeded, therefore,  with  his  former  companions,  whom  I 
delired  to  keep  him  in  good  humour  by  every  rcafonable 
gratification.  Tliey  were  alfo  furniflied  with  a  few 
articles  that  might  be  of  ufe  if  they  fhould  meet  with 
ftrangers. 

In  a  fhort  time  iit6r  We  had  left  the  houfe,  I  faw 
a  wooden  canoe  coming  down  the  river,  with  three  na- 
tives in  it,  who,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  us,  made  for 
the  fhore,  and  hurried  into  the  Woods.  On  paffing 
their  veflel,  we  difcovered  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  which 
we  had  feen  at  tho  lodges.  A  fevere  guft  of  Wind,  with 
rain,  canie  from  the  South-South- Eaft.  This  We  found 
to  be  a  very  prevalent  wind  in  thefe  parts.  We  foon 
palied  another  wooden  canoe  drawn  ftern  foremoO:  on 
the  fhore;  a  circumftance  which  we  had  not  hitherto 
obferved.  The  men  worked  very  hard,  and  though  I 
imagined  we  went  ahead  very  faft,  we  could  not  reach 
the  lodges,  but  landed  for  the  night  at  nine,  clofe  to 
the  encampment  of  two  families  or  the  natives  whom 
we  had  formerly  feen  at  the  lodges.  I  immediately 
went  and  fat  down  with  them,  when  they  gave  riie  fomis 
luafted  fifh ;  two  of  my  men  who  followed  me  were 
gratified  alfo  with  fome  of  their  provifions.  The  ybungeft 
of  the  two  natives  now  quitted  the  flied,  and  did 
not  return  during  the  time  I  remained  there.  I  endea- 
vqured  to  explain  to  the  other  by    figns,  the  caufe  of 
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my  fuddcn  return,  which  he  appeared  to  underftanj. 
In  the  mean  time  my  tent  was  pitched,  and  on  my 
going  to  it,  I  was  rather  furprifed  that  he  did  not 
follow  me,  as  he  had  been  conftantly  with  mc  during 
the  day  and  night  I  had  pafTed  with  his  party  on  going 
down.  "We,  however,  went  to  reft  in  a  ftate  of  pcrfedt 
fecurity ;  nor  had  we  the  left  apprehenfion  for  the 
fafety  of  our  people  who  were  gone  by  land. 

We  were  in  our  canoe  by  four  this  morning,  and 
pafled  by  the  Indian  hut,  which  appeared  in  a  ftate  of 
perfedl  tranquillity.  We  foon  came  in  fight  of  the 
point  where  we  firft  faw  the  natives,  and  at  eight  were 
much  furprifed  and  difappointed  at  feeing  Mr.  Mackay 
and  our  two  Indians  coming  alone  from  the  ruins  of 
an  houfe  that  had  been  partly  carried  away  by  the  ice 
and  water,  at  a  ftiort  diftance  below  the  place  where  we 
had  appointed  to  meet.  Nor  was  our  furprife  and  ap- 
prehenfion diminiftied  by  the  alarm  which  was  painted 
in  their  countenances.  When  we  had  landed,  they  in- 
formed me  that  they  had  taken  refuge  in  that  place,  with 
the  determination  to  fell  their  li>es,  which  they  confi- 
dered  in  the  moft  imminent  danger,  as  dear  as  pofTible. 
In  a  very  fliort  time  after  they  had  left  us,  they  met  a 
party  of  the  Indians,  whom  wc  had  known  at  this 
place,  and  were  probably  thofe  whom  we  had  feen  to 
land  from  their  canoe.  They  appeared  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  extreme  rage,  and  had  their  bows  bent,  with  their 
arrows  acrofs  them.  The  guide  ftopped  to  a{k  them 
fome  queftions,  which  my  people  did  not  underftand, 
and  then  fet  off  with  his  utmoft  fpeed.  Mr.  Mackay, 
however,  did  not  leave  him  till  they  were  both  exhaufted 
with  running.     When  the  young  man  came  up,  he  then 

faid, 
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faid,  that  fome  treacherous  defign  was  meditated  againd 
them,  as  he  was  induced  to  helieve  from  the  declara- 
tion of  the  natives,  who  told  him  that  they  were  going 
to  do  mifchiefl  but  refufed  to  name  the  enemy.  The 
guide  then  condu<Stcd  them  through  very  bad  ways,  as 
faft  as  they  could  run  ;  and  when  he  was  defired  to 
flacken  his  pace,  he  anfwered  that  they  might  follow  him 
in  any  manner  they  p leafed,  but  that  he  was  impatient 
to  get  to  his  family,  in  order  to  prepare  flioes,  and 
other  neceffaries,  for  his  journey.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  it  prudent  to  quit  him,  and  he  would  not 
Aop  till  ten  at  night.  On  pafling  a  track  that  was  but 
lately  made,  they  began  to  be  ferioufly  alarmed,  and  on 
inquiring  of  the  guide  where  they  were,  he  pretended 
not  to  underHand  them.  They  then  all  laid  down,  ex« 
hauded  with  fatigue,  and  without  any  kind  of  covering  : 
they  were  cold,  wet,  and  hungry,  but  dared  not  light  a 
fire  from  the  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy.  This  comfort- 
lefs  fpot  they  left  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and,  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  lodges,  found  them  deferred,  the  property  of 
the  Indians  being  fcattered  about,  as  if  abandoned  for 
ever.  The  guide  then  made  two  or  three  trips  into  the 
woods,  calling  aloud,  and  bellowing  like  a  madman.  At 
length  he  fet  ofF  in  the  fame  diredlion  as  they  came,  and 
had  not  fince  appeared.  To  heighten  their  mifery,  as 
they  did  not  find  us  at  the  place  appointed,  they  con- 
cluded that  we  were  all  deftroyed,  and  had  already  formed 
their  plan  to  take  to  the  woods,  and  crofs  in  as  direct 
a  line  as  they  could  proceed  to  the  waters  of  the  Peace 
River ;  a  fcheme  which  could  only  be  fuggefted  by  dc- 
fpair.  They  intended  to  have  waited  for  us  till  noon, 
and  if  we  did  not  appear  by  that  time,  to  have  entered 

without  further  delay  on  their  defperate  expedition. 

This 
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This  alarm  among  the  natives  was  a  very  unexpr6lr«l 
as  weil  as  perilous  event,  and  my  powers  of  conjedturc 
were  exhauftcd  in  fearching  for  the  caufe  of  it.  A  'ge- 
neral panic  fcized  aN  around  me,  and  aiiy  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  vogagc  was  now  confidercd  by  them  as 
ahogether  hopelefs  and  impra(5licahlc.  But  without 
paying  the  leaft  attention  to  their  opinions  or  furmilcs, 
I  ordered  them  to  take  every  thing  out  of  the  canof, 
except  fix  packages :  when  that  was  done,  I  left  four 
men  to  take  care  of  the  lading,  and  returned  with  tlie 
others  to  pur  camp  of  laft  night,  where  I  hoped  to 
find  the  two  men,  with  their  families,  whom  we  had 
feen  there,  and  to  be  able  to  brin'g  them  to  lodge  with 
us,  when  I  ihould  wait  the  iflues  of  this  myfterious 
bufinefs.  This  project,  however,  was  difappointed,  lor 
thefc  people  had  quitted  their  fheds  in  the  filence  of 
the  night,  and  had  not  taken  a  Tingle  article  of  their 
little  property  with  them. 


h 
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Thefe  perplexing  circumftanccs  made  a  deep  impreffion 
on  my  mind,  not  as  to  our  immediate  fafety,  for  I  en- 
tertained not  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  the  Indians  I  had 
hitherto  ften,  even  if  their  whole  force  fhould  have  been 
combined  to  attack  us  ;  but  thefe  untoward  events  feemcd 
to  threaten  the  profecution  of  my  journey,  and  I  couiJ 
not  refle£l  on  the  poffibility  of  fuch  a  difappointment 
but  with  fenfations  little  fhort  of  agony.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  wavering  difpofition  of  the  people  on 
former  occaHons,  they  were  now  decided  in  their  opi- 
nions as  to  the  neceffity  of  returning  without  delay  ; 
and  when  we  came  back  to  them,  their  cry  was  — "  Let 
us  reimbark,  and  be  gone."  This,  however,  was  not 
my  defjgn,  and  in  a  more  peremptory  tone  than  T  ufually 

employed, 
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employed,  they  were  ordered  \o  unload  the  canoe,  and 
take  her  out  of  the  water.  On  examining  our  pro- 
perty, feveral  articles  appeared  to  be  mifling,  which 
the  Indians  muft  have  purloined;  and  among  them  were 
an  axe,  two  knives,  and  the  young  men's  bag  of  me- 
dicines. Wc  now  took  a  pofition  that  was  the  beft 
calculated  for  defence,  got  our  arms  in  complete  order, 
filled  each  man's  flafk  of  powder,  and  diftributed  an 
hundred  bullets,  which  were  all  that  remained,  while 
feme  were  employed  in  melting  down  (hot  to  make 
more.  The  weather  was  fo  cloudy  that  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  taking  an  obfervation. 

While  we  were  employed  in  making  thefe  prepara-* 
tions,  we  faw  an  Indian  in  a  canoe  come  down  tho 
river,  and  land  at  the  huts,  which  he  began  to  examine. 
On  perceiving  us  he  ftood  flill,  as  if  in  a  flate  of  fuf-i 
penfe,  when  T  ini^antly  difpntched  one  of  my  Indians 
towards  him,  but  no  perfuadons  could  induce  him  ta 
have  confidence  in  us ;  he  even  threatened  that  he 
would  haflen  to  join  his  friends,  who  would  come  and 
kill  us.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  menace  he  difap- 
peared.  On  the  return  of  my  young  man  with  this 
account  of  the  interview,  I  pretended  to  difcredit  the 
whole,  and  attributed  it  to  his  own  apprehenfions  and 
alarms.  This,  however,  he  denied,  and  afl«d  with  a 
look  and  tone  of  refentment,  whether  he  had  ever  told 
me  a  lie  ?  Though  he  was  but  a  young  man,  he  faid, 
he  had  been  on  war  excurfions  before  he  came  with 
me,  and  that  he  fhould  no  longer  confider  me  as  a  wiffc 
man,  whicli  he  had  hitherto  done. 
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To  add  to  our  diftrefles  we  had  not  an  ounce  of  gum 
for  the  reparation  of  the  canoe,  and  not  one  of  the 
men  had  fufficient  courage  to  venture  into  the  woods  to 
coiled  it.  In  this  perplexing  fituation  I  entertained 
the  hope  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  feme  of  the 
natives  would  return,  to  take  away  a  part  at  lend  of 
the  things  which  they  had  left  behind  them,  as  they 
had  gone  away  without  the  covering  neceffary  to  defend 
them  from  the  weather  and  the  Hies.  I  therefore  or- 
dered the  canoe  to  be  loaded,  and  dropped  to  an  old 
hoafe,  one  fide  of  which,  with  its  roof,  had  been  car- 
ried away  by  the  water ;  but  the  three  remaining  angles 
were  fufficient  to  (helter  us  from  the  woods.  I  then 
ordered  two  ftrong  piquets  to  be  driven  into  the 
ground,  to  which  the  canoe  was  fattened,  fo  that  if 
we  were  hard  preffed  we  had  only  to  ftep  on  board  and 
pufh  off.  We  were  under  the  neceffity  of  making  a 
fmoke  to  keep  off  the  fwarms  of  flies,  which  would 
have  otherwife  tormented  us ;  but  we  did  not  venture 
to  excite  a  blaze,  as  it  would  have  been  a  mark  for 
the  arrows  of  the  enemy.  M.  Mackay  ^nd  myfelf, 
with  three  men  kept  alternate  wach,  and  allowed  the 
Indians  to  do  as  they  fancied.  I  took  the  hrfl:  watch, 
and  the  others  laid  down  in  their  clothes  by  us.  I 
alfo  placed  a  centinel  at  a  fmall  diftance,  who  was 
fclieved  every  hour.  The  weather  was  cloudy,  with 
ihowers  of  rain. 


(Tuefday  25.)  At  one  I  called  up  the  other  watch, 
and  laid  down  to  a  fmall  portion  of  broken  rell.  At 
five  I  arofe,  and  as  the  fituation  which  we  left  yefterday 
was  preferable  to  that  which  we  then  occupied,  I 
lletermincd  to  return  to  it.     On  our  arrival  Mr.  Mackay 

informed 
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Informed  me  that  the  men  had  expreffed  their  difla- 
tisfa£lion  to  him  in  a  very  unreferved  manner,  and 
had  in  very  ftrong  terms  declared  their  refolution  ta 
follow  me  no  further  in  my  propofed  enterprize.  X 
did  not  appear,  however,  to  have  received  fuch  com- 
munications from  him,  and  continued  to  employ  my 
whole  thoughts  in  contriving  means  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation  with  the  natives,  which  alone  wouM 
enable  rnc  to  procure  guides,  without  whofe  afliftancc 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  proceed,  when  my 
darling   proje^  would  end  in  difappointment. 

At  twelve  we  faw  a  man  coming  with  the  ftream 
upon  a  raft,  and  he  mud  havr.  difcovered  us  before  we 
perceived  him,  as  he  was  working  very  haid  to  get 
to  the  oppofite  fhore,  where  he  foon  landed,  and  in- 
flantly  fled  mto  the  woods.  1  now  had  a  meridional 
altitude,  which  gave  60.  23.  natural  horizon,  (the  angle 
being  more  than  the  fextant  could  meafure  with  the 
artificial  horizon,)  one  mile  and  an  half  diilant ;  and  thck 
eye  five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  gave  52. 
47.  51.  North  latitude. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  the  men  loaded  the  canoe 
without  having  received  any  orders  from  me,  ;:nd  as 
this  was  the  firll  time  they  had  veiiture  to  adl  in  fuchi 
a  decided  manner,  I  naturally  concluded,  that  they  had 
preconcerted  a  plan  for  their  return.  I  thought  it  pru- 
dent, however,  to  take  no  notice  of  this  tranfadlion, 
and  to  wait  the  iffje  of  future  circumftances.  At  this 
nioinent  our  Indians  perceived  a  perlon  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods  above  us,  and  they  were  immediately 
^ifpatched  to  difcover  who  it  was.    After  a  ihoa  abfcnce 

they 
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they  returned  with  a  young  woman  whom  we  had 
feen  heforc  :  her  language  was  not  clearly  comprehended 
by  us,  fo  that  we  could  not  learn  from  her,  at  lead 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  caufe  of  this  unfor- 
tunate alarm  that  had  taken  place  among  the  natives. 
She  told  us  that  her  errand  was  to  fetch  fome  things 
which  ihe  had  left  behind  her;  and  one  of  the  dogs 
whom  we  found  here,  appeared  to  acknowledge  her 
as  miftrefs.  We  treated  her  with  great  kindnefs,  gave 
her  fomething  to  eat,  and  added  a  prefent  of  fuch 
;t.rticles  as  we  thought  might  plenfe  her.  On  her  ex- 
preTing  a  wifh  to  leave  us,  we  readily  confented  to 
her  departure,  and  indulged  the  hope  that  her  reception 
wouid  induce  the  natives  to  return  in  peace,  and  give 
OS  an  opportunity  to  convince  them,  that  we  had  no 
hoftile  defigns  whatever  againft  them.  On  leaving  us, 
fhe  went  up  the  river  without  taking  a  fingle  article  of 
her  own,  and  the  dog  followed.  The  wind  was  change- 
able throughout  the  day,  and  there  were  feveral  fhowers 
in  the  co\irfe  of  it. 


^'4 


Though  a  very  apparent  anxiety  prevailed  among  the 
people  for  their  departure,  I  appeared  to  be  wholly 
inattemive  to  it,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening  I  ordered 
four  men  to  Hep  into  the  canoe,  which  had  been  loaded 
for  feveral  hours,  and  drop  down  to  our  guard-houfe, 
and  my  command  was  immediately  obeyed:  the  reft  of 
us  proceeded  there  by  land.  When  I  was  yet  a  con- 
Uderable  diftance  from  the  houfe,  and  thought  it  im- 
poflible  for  an  arrow  to  icach  it,  having  a  bow  and 
quiver  in  my  hand,  1  very  imprudently  let  fly  an  arrow, 
w*hen,  to  my  aflonifhinent  and  infinite  alarm,  I  heard 
it  ftrike  a  log  of  the  houfe.     The   men  who  had  jull 

landed, 
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landed,  imagined  that  they  were  attacked  by  an  enemy 
from  the  woods.  Their  confufion  was  in  proportion  to 
their  imaginary  danger,  and  on  my  arrival  I  found  that 
the  arrow  had  palled  within  a  foot  of  one  of  the  men  ; 
though  it  had  no  point,  the  weapon,  incredible  as  it 
may  appear,  had  entered  an  hjrd,  dry  log  of  wood 
upwards  of  an  inch.  But  this  was  not  a!l;  for  the  men 
readily  availed  themfelves  of  this  circumfiance,  to  remark 
•upon  the  danger  of  remaining  in  the  power  of  a  people 
poffeired  of  fuch  means  of  deftrudion.  Mr.  Mackay 
having  the  firfl:  watch,  I  laid  myfelf  down  in  my  cloak. 

(Wednefday.  26.)  About  midnight  a  ruftling  nolfc  wa« 
heard  in  the  woods  which  created  a  general  alarm,  and 
I  was  awakened  to  be  mformed  of  the  circumfiance, 
but  heaid  nothing.  At  one  I  took  my  turn  of  the 
watch,  and  our  dog  continued  unceafingly  to  rua 
backwards  and  forwards  along  the  fkirts  of  the  wood  in 
a  ftate  of  reftlefs  vigilance.  At  two  in  the  morning  the 
centinel  informed  mCj  that  he  faw  Comething  Ijke  an 
human'  figure  creeping  along  on  all-fours  about  fifty 
paces  above  us.  After  fome  time  had  palTed  in  our 
fearch,  I  at  length  difcovered  that  his  information  was 
true,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  bear  had  occafioned 
the  alarm  ;  but  when  day  appeared,  it  proved  to  be  an 
old,  grey-haired,  blind  man,  who  had  been  compelled 
to  leave  his  hiding-place  by  extreme  hunger,  being  too 
intirm  to  join  in  the  flight  of  the  natives  to  whom  he 
belonged.  When  1  put  my  hand  on  this  object  of  de- 
caying nature,  his  alarm  was  fo  great,  that  I  expecSled  it 
Would  have  thrown  him  into  convulfions.  I  imme- 
diately led  him  to  our  fire  which  had  been  juft  lighted, 
and  gave  him  fometliing  to  eat,  which  he  much  wanted. 
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as   he  had  not  taftcd   food  for   two  days.     When  hla 
hunger  was  fatisfied,   and  he  had  got  warm   and  com- 
pofed,  1  requefted  him  to  acquaint  me  with  the  caufe 
of  that  alarm  which  had  taken  place  refpedting  us  among 
his  relations  and  friends,  whofe  regard  we   appeared  to 
have  conciliated  but  a  few  days  paft.     He   replied,   thit 
that   very   foon  after  we  had   left  them,    feme   natives 
arrived  from  above,   who  informed  them    that  we  were 
enemies ;  and   our  unexpedled   return,   in  diredt  contra- 
diction to  our  own  declarations,  confirmed  them  in  that 
opinion.     They  were  now,  he  faid,  fo  fcattered,  that  a 
confiderable  time  would  elapfe,  before  they  could  meet 
again.     We  gave  him  the  real  hiftory  of  our  return,  aj 
well  as  of  the  defertion  of  our  guide,   and,  at  the  fame 
time,  ftated  the  impoflibility   of  our  proceeding,  unlefs 
we  procured  a   native  to  condu6t  us.     He  replied,  that 
if  he  had  not  loft  his  fight,  he  would  with  the  greateft 
readinefs  have  accompanied  us  on  our  journey.     He  alfa 
confirmed  the  accounts  which   we   had  received  of  the 
country,  and  the   route  to   the  Weftward.     I    did  not 
negledV  to   employ  every  argument  in  my   power,  that 
he  might  he   perfuaded  of  our  friendly   difpofitions  to 
the  inhabitants  wherefoever  we  might  meet  them. 

At  fun-rife  we  perceived  a  canoe  with  one  man  in  it 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  at  our  requeft, 
the  blind  man  called  to  him  to  come  to  us,  but 
he  returned  no  anfvver,  and  continued  his  courfe  as 
faft  as  he  could  paddle  down  the  current.  He  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  fpy  by  my  men,  and  I  was  confirmed  in 
that  opinion,  when  I  faw  a  wooden  canoe  drifc'ng  with 
the  ftreatn  clofe  in  to  the  other  fliore,  where  it  was 
more  than  probable  that  fome  of  the  ni»tives  might  be 
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concealed.  It  might,  therefore,  have  been  an  ufeleCs 
cnterprife,  or  perhaps  fatal  to  the  future  fuccefs  of  our 
undertaking,  if  we  had  purfued  thefe  people,  as  they 
might,  through  fear,  have  employed  their  arms  againft 
us,  and  provoked  us  to  retaliate. 

The  old  man  informed  me,  that  fome  of  the  natives, 
whom  I  had  feen  here  were  gone  up  the  river,  and 
thofe  whom  I  faw  below  had  left  their  late  ftation  to 
gather  a  root  in  the  plains,  which,  when  dried,  forms 
a  confiderable  article  in  their  winter  (lock  of  provilions. 
He  had  a  woman,  he  faid,  with  him,  who  ufed  to  fee 
us  walking  along  the  fmall  adjoining  river,  but  when 
he  called  her  he  received  no  anfwer,  fo  that  {he  had 
probably  fled  to  join  her  people.  He  informed  me,  alfo, 
that  he  expcdled  a  confiderable  number  of  his  tribe  to 
come  on  the  upper  part  of  th .  river  to  catch  fifli  for 
their  prefent  fupport;  and  t^  cure  them  for  their  winter 
florc ;  among  whom  he  had  a  fon  and  two  b«^others. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  communications,  I  deemed  it 
altogether  unneceflfary  to  lofe  any  mote  time  at  this 
place,  and  I  informed  the  old  man  that  he  muft  ac- 
company me  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  us  to  his . 
friends  and  relations,  and  that  if  we  met  with  his  fon 
or  brothers,  I  depended  upon  him  to  perfuade  them,  or 
fome  of  their  party,  to  attend  us  as  guides  in  our 
meditated  expedition.  He  expreflTed  his  wilhes  to  be 
excufed  from  this  fervice,  and  in  other  ciicumftances 
we  fhould  not  have  infifted  on  it,  but,  fituated  as  wc 
were,  we  could  not  yield  to  his  requeft. 

At  feven  in  the  morning  we  left  this  place,  which  I 
named  Deferter's.  River    or  Creek.     Our  blind  gjide 
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was  however,  fo  averfe  to  continuing  with  us,  that  I  wa^ 
under  the  very  difagreable  neccflity  of  ordering  the  men 
to  carry  liim  into  the  canoe  ;  and  this  was  the  firft  aiit 
during  my  voyage,  that  had  the  femblance  of  violent 
dialing.  He  continued  to  fpeuk  in  a  very  loud  tone, 
while  he  remained,  according  to  his  conjeiSture,  neat 
enough  to  the  camp  lo  be  heard,  but  in  a  langung;c 
that  our  interpreters  did  not  undciftand.  On  alking 
him  what  he  faid,  and  why  he  did  not  fpeak  in  a 
language  known  to  us,  he  replied,  that  the  woman  un,- 
fierllood  him  better  in  that  which  he  fpoke,  and  he 
requefted  her,  if  flie  lieard  him,  to  come  for  him  tj 
the  carrying-place,  where  he  expcdled  we  ihould  leave 
him. 

At  length  our  canoe  was  become  fo  leaky,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  unfit  for  fervice  ;  and  it  was  the  un- 
iemitting  employment  of  one  perfon  to  keep  her  clear 
of  water :  we,  thciefore,  inquired  of  the  old  man  where 
we  could  conveniently  obtain  the  articles  neccffary  to 
build  a  new  one ;  and  we  undcrftood  from  him  that,  ^t 
fome  di fiance  up  the  river,  we  ihould  find  plenty  of 
Jbaik  and  cedar. 

At  ten,  being  at  the  foot  of  a  rapid,  we  faw  a  fma!! 

canoe  coming  down  with  two  men  in  it.     We  thought 

it  would  be  impoflible  for  them  to  efcape,  and  therefore 

ftruck   off  from  the  fliore  with  a  defign  to  intercept  them, 

direding  the  old  man   at  the  fame  time  to  addrefs  them; 

t)ut  they  no  fooner  perceived  us,  than  thev  fleered  into 

the  llrcngth  of  the  cuirent,  where  I  thought  that  they 

mull:  ii'cvitably  pevifh  ;  hut  their  attention  appeared  to 

be  engrolfed  by   the  fituation    of  ihcir  canoe,  and  they 

flcaped  without  making  us  the  leaft  reply. 

About' 
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About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  perceived  a  loilge 
pt  the  entrance  of  a  confiderable  river  on  the  right,  as 
well  as  the  tracks  of  people  in  the  mnd  at  the  mouth 
of  a  fmall  river  on  the  left.  As  they  appeared  to  be 
frefli,  we  landed,  and  endeavoured  to  trace  them,  but 
without  fuccefs.  We  then  crofTed  over  to  the  lodge, 
which  was  defertcd,  hut  all  the  ufual  furniture  of  fuchr 
buildings   remained  untouched. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  day  the  men  had  been 
in  a  ftate  of  extreme  ill  humour,  and  as  they  did  not 
choofe  openly  to  vent  ii  upon  me,  they  difputed  and  quar- 
relled among  themselves.  About  lun-fet  the  canoe  ftruck 
upon  the  flump  of  a  tree,  which  broke  a  large  hole 
in  her  bottom  ;  a  ciicumftance  that  give  them  an  op- 
portunity to  let  loofe  their  difcontents  without  referve, 
I  left  them  as  foon  as  we  had  landed,  and  afcended  an 
elevated  bank,  in  a  (late  of  mind  which  I  fcarce  wiih 
to  recolledt,  and  fliall  not  attempt  to  defcribe.  At  this 
place  there  was  a  fubterraneous  houfe,  where  I  de- 
tei mined  to  pafs  the  night.  The  water  had  rifen  fince 
we  had  pafled  down,  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  exer- 
tion that  we  came  up  feveral  points  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day. 


(Thurfday  27.)  We  embarked  at  half  pad  four,  with 
very  favourable  weather,  and  at  eight  we  landed,  where 
there  was  an  appearance  of  our  being  able  to  procure 
bark  ;  vi'e,  however,  obtained  but  a  fmall  quantity.  At 
twelve  we  went  on  fliore  again,  and  colledted  as  much 
as  wns  neceflary  for  our  purpofc.  It  now  remained  for 
lis  to  fix  on  a  proper  place  for  building  another  canoe, 
p  it  vyas  impoffible  to  proceed  with  our  old  one,  which 

was 
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was  become  an  abfolute  wreck.  At  five  in  the  afternoon 
wc  came  to  a  fpot  well  adapted  to  the  bufinefs  in  which 
we  were  about  to  engage.  It  was  on  a  fmall  ifland  not 
much  encumbered  with  wood,  though  there  was  plenty 
of  the  fpruce  kindon  the  oppofite  land,  which  was  only 
divided  from  us  by  a  fmall  channel.  We  nov/  landed, 
but  before  the  canoe  was  unloaded,  and  the  tent  pitched, 
a  violent  thunder-ftorm  came  on,  accompanied  with  rain, 
which  did  not  fubfide  till  the  night  had  clofed  in  upon  us. 
Two  of  our  men  who  had  been  in  the  woods  for  axe- 
handles,  faw  a  deer,  and  one  of  them  (hot  at  it,  but  un- 
luckily miffed  his  aim.  A  net  was  alfo  prepared  and  fet 
in  the  eddy  at  the  end  of  the  ifland. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Make  preparations  to  huild  a  came.     Engage  In  that  tm^ 
portant  work.     It  proceeds  with  great    expedition.     The 
guide  who   had  defertcd   arrives    with   another    Indian, 
He    communicates    agreeable   intelligence.     They  take  an 
opportunity  to  quit  the  ijland.     Complete  the  canoe.     Leave 
the    ijlandy    which    was  now  named '  the  Canoe  Ijland, 
Obliged  to  put  the  people    on  Jhort    allowance.     Account 
of  the  navigation.      Difficult  afcent   of  a  rapid.     Frejh 
perplexities.     Continue  our   voyage    up    the  river.     Meet 
the  guide  and  fome  of  his  friends.     Conceal  fame  pern* 
mican  and  other  articles.     Make  preparations  for  pro- 
ceeding over  land.     Endeavour    to  fecure  the    canoe  till 
our  return.     Proceed  on   our  journey.     Various    circum* 
Jlances  of  it* 


^193^  June. 


(Friday  28.)  jfV.T  a  very  early  hour  of  the  morning 
every  man  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
building  another  canoe,  and  different  parties  went  in 
fearch  of  wood,  watape,  and  gum.  At  two  in  the 
afternoon  they  all  returned  fuccefsful,  except  the  coi- 
iedtors  of  gum,  and  of  that  article  it  was  feared 
we  fhould   not  obtain  here  a  fufiicient  fupply  for  our 

immediate 


uti- 


i68  VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH- 

immediaie  wants  After  a  neceffary  portion  of  tiir.j 
allotted  for  refrcfhment,  each  began  his  refpc^live  work. 
I  had  an  altitude  at  noon,  which  made  us  in  53,  2.  32, 
North  latitude. 

(Saturday  29.)   The   weather   continued    to   be   fine„ 
At  five  o'clock  we   renewed  our  labour,  and  the  canoe 
was  got   in    a   ftate  of  confiderable    forwardncfs.     The 
condudlor  of  the  work,  though  a   good   man,  was   re- 
markable for   the  tardinefs   of  his  operations,  whatever 
they  might   be,    and   more  difpofed  to  eat  than   to  be 
active;   I,  therefore,  took  this  opportunity  of  unfolding 
my  fentiments  to  him,    and   thereby  difcovering   to  all 
aroutid   me   the   real   ftate   of  my    mind,  and  the  refo- 
luiions  I  had  formed    for    my  future     condu<ft.    After 
leproaching    him   for  his   general   inadlivity,    but  par- 
ticularly on   the   prefent  occafion,  when   our  time  was 
fo  precious,  I  itientioned  the  apparent  want  of  economy 
both  of  himfelf  and  his  companions,  in  the  article  of  pro- 
vifions.     I   informed   him   that   1  was   not  altogether  a 
ftranger  to  their  late  converfations,   from  whence  I  drew 
the   conclufion   that  they  wifhed  to  put  an  end  to  the 
-voyage.     If  that  were  fo,   I  expreffed  my  wifh  that  they 
would  be  explicit,   and  tell  me  at  once  of  theii  deter- 
mination to  follow  me  no  longer.     I  concluded,  how- 
ever,  by   afluring  him,     that    whatever   plan   they   had 
meditated   to   purfue,   it  was   my  fixed   and   unalterable 
determination    to    proceed,    in    fpiie   of  every  difficulty 
that  might  oppofe,  or  danger  that  fhould  threaten  me. 
The    man  was  very  much  mortified  at   my   addreffing 
this  remonftrance  particularly  to  him ;  and   replied,  that 
be  did  not  defervc  my  difpleafure  more  that  the  reft  of 

them. 
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tliem.      My  objedl   being  anfwercd,    the    converfation 
dropped,  and  the  work  went  on. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon  one  of  the  men  per- 
ceived a  canoe,  with  two  natives  in  it,  coming  along 
the  infide  of  the  ifland,  but  the  water  being  fhallow, 
it  turned  back,  and  we  imagined  that  on  perceiving  us 
they  had  taken  the  alarm ;  but  we  were  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  on  feeing  them  come  up  the  outfide  of  the  ifland, 
when  we  recognifed  our  guide,  and  one  of  the  natives, 
whom  we  had  already  feen.  The  former  began  imme- 
diately to  apologize  for  his  condudl,  and  aflfured  me 
that  fince  he  had  left  me,  his  whole  time  had  been 
employed  in  fearching  after  his  family,  who  had  been 
feized  with  the  general  panic,  that  had  been  occafioned 
by  the  falfe  reports  of  the  people  who  had  firft  fled 
from  us.  He  faid  it  was  generally  apprehended  by  the 
natives  that  we  had  been  unfriendly  to  their  relations 
above,  who  were  expedled  upon  the  river  in  great  num- 
bers at  this  time;  and  that  many  of  the  Anath,  or  Chin 
nation,  had  come  up  the  river  to  where  we  had  been, 
in  the  hope  of  feeing  us,  and  were  very  much  difpleafed 
with  him  and  his  friends  for  having  neglcdled  to  give 
them  an  early  notice  ef  our  arrival  there.  He  added, 
that  the  two  men  whom  A'e  had  feen  yefterday,  or  the 
day  before,  were  jufl;  returned  from  their  rendezvous, 
with  the  natives  of  the  fea  coaft,  and  had  brought  a 
mcflage  from  his  brother-in-law,  that  he  had  a  new 
axe  for  him,  and  .not  to  forget  to  bring  a  moofe  flcin 
drefled  in  exchange,  which  he  adually  had  in  his  canoe. 
He  expetSted  to  meet  him,  he  faid,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  carrying-place,  "  # 
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This  was  as  pleafing  intelligence  as  we  had  rcafon 
to  cxpedt,  and  it  is  almoft  fuperHuous  to  obferve  that 
we  ftood  in  great  need  of  it.  I  had  a  meridian  alti- 
tude, which  gave  53.  3.  7.  North  latitude.  1  alfo 
took  time  in  the  fore  and  afternoon,  that  gave  a  mean 
of  I.  37.  42.  Achrometer  flow  apparent  time,  which, 
with  an  obferved  immeifion  of  Jupiter's  firft  fatclHte, 
made  our  longitude    121.   48.   Weft  of  Greenwich. 

The  blind  old  man  gave  a  very  favourable  account 
of  us  to  his  friends,  and  they  all  three  were  very  merry 
together  during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  That  our 
guide,  however,  might  not  efcape  from  us  during  the 
night,  I  determined  to  watch  him. 

(Sunday  30.)  Our  ftrangers  conducted  themfelves 
with  great  good-humour  throughout  the  day.  Accord- 
ing to  their  information  we  fhould  find  their  friends 
above  and  below  the  carrying- place.  They  mentioned, 
alfo,  that  fome  of  them  were  not  of  their  tribe,  but  are 
allied  to  the  people  of  the  fea  coaft,  who  trade  with 
the  white  men.  I  had  a  meridian  altitude,  that  gave 
53.  3   17.  North  latitude. 


1793  July.        .    .  :., 

*  ■ 

(Monday  i.  )  Laft  night  I  had  the  firft  watch,  when 

.one  of  my  Indians  propofed  to  iit  up  with  me,  as  he 

underftood,  from  the  old   man's  converfation,   that  he 

intended,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,   to  make  his  efcape. 

Accordingly  at  eleven  I  extinguiftied  my   light,   and  fat 

quietly  in  my  tent,  from   whence  I  could  obferve  'he 

motions  of  the  natives.      About  twelve,    though  the 

night 
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right  was  rather  dark,   I  obferved  the  old  man  creeping 
on  his  hands  and  knees  towards  the  water  fide.     We 
accordingly    followed    him   very  quietly   to  the   canoe, 
and  he  would  have  gone  away   with  it,    if  he  had  not 
been  interrupted  in  his  defign.     On  upbraiding  him  for 
his  treacherous  condud,  v/hen  he  had  been  treated  with 
fo   much  kindnefs  by  us,   he  denied  the  intention  of 
which  we  accufed  him,  and  declared  that  his  folc  objedt 
was  to  afluage  his   thirft.     At  length,    however,    he 
acknowledged  the  truth,  and  when* we  brought  him  to 
the  fire,    his   friends,  who   now  awoke,   on  being  In- 
formed of   what   had    pafled,    reprobated  his  condud, 
and  alked  him    how  he  could  expert  that   the  white 
people  would  return  to  this  country,  if  they  experienced 
fuch  ungrateful  treatment.     The  guide  faid,  for  his  parr, 
he  was  not  a  woman,  and  would  never  run  away  through 
fear.     But  notwithilanding  this  courageous  declaration, 
at  one  I  awakened  Mr.  Mackay,  related  to  him  what 
had  paifed,  and  requefted  him  not  to  indulge  himfclf 
in  fleep  tlH  I  fhould  rife.     It  was  feven  before  I  awuke, 
and  on  quitting  my  tent  I  was  furprifed  at  not  feeing 
the  guide  and  his  companion,  and  my  apprehenflons  were 
increafed  when  I  obferved  that  the  canoe  was  removed  from 
its  late  (ituation.     To  my  inquiries  after  them,  fome  of 
the  men  very  compofedly  anfwered  that  they  were  gone 
up  the  river,  and  had  left  the  old  man  behind  them. 
Mr.   Mackay  alfo  told  me^  that   while  he  was  bufily 
employed  on   the  canoe,  they  had  goned  to   the  point 
before  he  had  obferved  their  departure.     The  interpreter 
now  informed  me,   that  at  the  dawn  of  day  the  guide 
had  exprelTed  his  defign,  as  foon  as  the  fun  was  up,  to 
go  and  wait  for  us,  where  he  might  find  his  fi  lends.     I 
hoped  this  might  be  truej  but-  that  my  people  fhould 
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fufFer  them  to  depart  without  giving  me  notice,  was  a 
circumftance  that  awakened  very  painful  refle6lions  in 
my  breaft.  The  weather  was  clear  in  the  forenoon. 
My  obfervation  this  day  gave  13.  3.  32.  North  latitude. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  our  veiTel  was  completed, 
and  ready  for  fervice.  She  proved  a  ftronger  and  better 
boat  than  the  old  one,  though  had  it  not  been  for  the 
gum  obtained  from  the  latter,  it  would  have  been  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  to  have  procured  a  fufficiency 
of  that  article  to  have  prevented  her  Trom  leaking.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  employed  by  the  people  in 
cleaning  and  refrefhing  themfelves,  as  they  had  enjoyed 
no  relaxation  from  their  labour  iince  we  landed  on  this 
fpot. 

The  old  man  having  maniffiled  for  various  and  pro- 
bably very  fallacious  reafons,  a  very  great  averfion  to 
accompany  us  any  further,  it  did  not  appear  that  there 
was  any  neceflity  to  force  his  inclination.  We  now  put 
our  arms  in  order,  which  was  foon  accomplifhed,  as 
they  were  at  all  times  a  general  object  of  attention. 

(Tuefday  2.)  In  rained  throughout  the  night,  but  at 
half  paft  three  we  were  ready  to  embark,  when  I 
offered  to  conduA  the  old  man  where  he  had  fuppofcd 
we  fhould  meet  his  friends,  but  he  declined  the  propo- 
lition.  I  therefore  dire£ied  a  few  pounds  of  pemmican 
to  be  left  with  him  for  his  immediate  fupport,  and  took 
leave  of  him  and  the  place,  which  I  named  Canoe  Ifland. 
During  our  ftay  there  we  had  been  moft  cruelly  tor- 
mented by  flies,  particularly  the  fand-fly,  which  I  am 
difpofed  to  confider  as  the  mod    tormenting  infcd  of 

its 
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its  fize  in  nature.  I  was  alfo  compelled  to  put  the 
people  upon  fhort  allowance,  and  confine  them  to  two 
meals  a  day ;  a  regulation  peculiarly  ofFenfive  to  a  Ca- 
nadian voyager.  One  of  thefe  meals  was  compofed  of 
the  dried  rows  of  fifh,  pounded,  and  boiled  in  water, 
thickened  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  flour,  and  fattened 
with  a  bit  of  grian.  Thefe  articles,  being  brought  to 
the  confiftency  of  an  hafty  pudding,  produced  a  fub- 
ftantial  and  not  unpleafant  difh.  The  natives  are  very 
careful  of  the  rows  of  fifli,  which  they  dry,  and  pre- 
ferve  in  balkets  made  of  bark.  Thofe  we  ufed  were 
found  in  the  huts  of  the  firft  people  who  fled  from  us. 
During  our  abode  in  Canoe  Ifland,  the  water  funk  three 
perpendicular  feet.  I  now  gave  the  men  a  dram  each, 
which  could  not  but  be  confidered,  at  this  time,  as  a 
very  comfortable  treat.  They  were,  indeed,  in  high 
fpirits,  when  they  perceived  the  fuperior  excellence  of 
the  new  veflel,  and  reflected  that  it  was  the  work  of 
their  own  hands. 


At  eleven  we  arrived  at  the  rapids,  and  the  foreman, 
who  had  not  forgotten  the  fright  he  fuflTered  on  coming 
down  it,  propofed  that  the  canoe  and  lading  (hould  be 
carried  over  the  mountain.  I  threatened  him  with  taking 
the  office  of  foreman  on  myfelf,  and  fuggefted  the  evident 
change  there  was  in  the  appearance  of  the  water  (ince  we 
paflfed  it,  which  upon  examination  had  funk  four  feet  and 
an  half.  As  the  water  did  not  feem  fo  ftrong  on  the 
Weft  fide,  I  determined  to  crofs  over,  having  lirft  put 
Mr.  Mackay  and  our  two  hunters  on  (hore  to  try  the 
woods  for  game.  We  accordingly  traverfed,  and  got  up 
clofe  along  the  rocks  to  a  confiderable  diftance  with  the 
paddles,  when  we  could  proceed  no  further   without 

alTiftance 
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aflidanre  from  the  line  ;  and  to  draw  it  acrofs  a  perpen- 
dicular rock,  for  the  diftance  of  fifty  fathoms,  appeared  to 
be  an  infurmountable  obftacle.  The  general  opinion  was 
to  return,  and  cany  on  the  other  fide ;  I  deGred,  however, 
two  of  the  men  to  take  the  line,  which  was  fevcnty 
fathoms  In  length,  with  a  fmall  roll  of  bark,  and  endea- 
vour to  climb  up  the  rocks,  from  whence  they  were  to 
defcend  on  the  other  fide  of  that  which  opposed  our  pro- 
grefs ;  they  were  then  to  fallen  the  end  of  the  line  to  tlic 
roll  of  bark,  which  the  current  would  bring  to  us ;  this 
being  efFe£led,  they  would  be  able  to  draw  us  up.  This 
was  an  enterprife  of  difficulty  and  danger,  but  it  was 
crowned  with  fuccefe;  though  to  get  to  the  water's  edge 
above,  the  men  weie  obliged  to  let  tbemfelves  down  with 
the  line,  run  lound  a  tree,  from  the  fummit  of  the  rock. 
By  a  repetition  of  the  fame  operation,  we  at  length  cleared 
the  rapid,  with  the  additional  trouble  of  carrying  the 
canoe,  and  unloading  at  two  cafcades.  We  were  not  more 
than  two  hours  getting  up  this  difficult  part  of^he  river, 
including  the  time  employed  in  repairing  an  hole  which 
had  been  broken  in  the  canoe,  by  the  negligence  of  the 
iteerfman. 


Here  we  expe£led  to  meet  with  the  natives,  but  there 
was  not  the  leafl  appearance  of  them,  except  that  the  guide, 
his  companion,  and  two  others,  had  apparently  pafTed  the 
carrying-place.  We  faw  feveral  fifh  leap  out  of  the  water, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  the  falmon  kind.  The  old  man, 
indeed,  had  informed  us  that  this  was  the  feafon  when  the 
large  fifh  begin  to  come  up  the  river.  Our  hunters  re- 
turned, but  had  not  fcen  the  track  of  any  animal.  We  now 
continued  our  journey ;  the  current  was  not  flrong,  but 
we  met  with  frequent  impediments  from  the  fallen  trees, 

which 
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which  lay  along  the  banks.  We  landed  at  eight  in  iha 
evening,  and  fufFered  indelcribable  inconveniences  from 
the  flies. 


(  Wednefday  5.*)  It  had  rained  hard  in  the  night,  and 
there  was  fome  finall  rain  in  tlie  morning.  At  four  w« 
entered  our  canoe,  and  at  ten  we  came  to  a  fmail  river, 
which  anfwercd  to  the  defcription  of  that,  whofe  courfe 
the  natives  faid,  they  follow  in  their  journies  towards  the 
fea  coail;  we  therefore  put;  into  it,  and  endeavoured  to 
difcover  if  our  guide  had  landed  here  ;  but  there  were  no 
traces  of  him  or  of  any  other ;*..  My  former  perplexities 
were  now  renewed.  If  I  paiTed  this  river,  it  was  probable 
that  I  might  mifs  the  natives ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  fufpedt 
that  my  men  would  not  confent  to  return  thither.  As 
for  attempting  the  woods  without  a  guide,  to  introduce 
'js  to  the  firfl.  inhabitants,  fuch  a  determination  would  be 
little  (hort  of  abfolute  madnefs.  At  length,  after  much 
painful  reflection,  I  refolved  to  come  at  once  to  a  full 
explanation  with  my  people,  and  I  experienced  a  confi* 
derable  relief  from  this  refolution.  Accordingly,  after 
repeating  the  promife  they  had  fo  lately  made  me«  on  our 
putting  back  up  the  river,  I  reprefented  to  them  that  this 
appeared  to  me  to  be  the-fpot  from  which  the  natives  took 
their  departure  for  the  fea  coafl,  and  added,  withal,  that  I 
was  determined  to  try  it ;  for  though  our  guide  had  left  us, 
h  was  pofTible  that,  while  we  were  making  the  necefTary 
preparations,  he  or  fome  others  might  appear,  to  relieve 
us  from  our  prefent  difficulties.  I  now  found,  to  my 
great  fatisfa£tion,  that  they  had  not  come  to  any  6xed 
determination  among  themfelves,  as  fome  of  them  imme- 
diately aflented  to  undertake  the  woods  with  me.  Orhnrs, 
however,  fuggefted  that  icmig^t  be  better  to  proceed  a  fevy 
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leagues  further  up  the  river,  in  expedation  of  finding  our 
guide,  or  procuring  another,  and  that  after  all  we  might 
return  hither.  This  plan  I  very  readily  agreed  to  adopt, 
but  before  I  left  this  place,  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of 
the  Weft- Road  River,  I  fent  fomc  of  the  men  into  the 
woods,  in  different  directions,  and  went  fome  diftance  up 
the  river  myfelf,  which  I  found  to  be  navigable  only  for 
fmall  canoes.  Two  of  the  men  found  a  good  beaten  path, 
leading  up  a  hill  jaft  behind  us,  which  I  imagined  to  be 
the  great  road. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  left  this  place,  proceeding 
up  the  river  ;  and  had  not  been  upon  the  water  more  than 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  we  faw  two  canoes 
coming  with  the  ftream.  No  fooncr  did  the  people  in 
them  perceive  us  than  they  landed,  and  we  went  on  ftiore 
at  the  fame  place  with  them.  They  proved  to  be  our 
guide,  and  fix  of  his  relations.  He  was  covered  with  a 
painted  beaver  robe,  fo  that  we  fcarcely  knew  him  in  his 
tine  habiliment.  He  inftantly  defired  us  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had  not  difr-ppointed  us,  and  declared,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  was  his  conftant  intention  to  keep  his  word. 
I  accordingly  gave  him  a  jacket,  a  pair  of  trowfers,  and  an 
handkerchief,  as  a  reward  for  his  honourable  conduct. 
The  ftrangers  examined  us  with  the  moft  minute  atten- 
tion, and  two  of  them,  as  I  was  now  informed,  belonged 
to  tbe  people  whom  we  firft  faw,  and  who  fled  with  fo 
much  alarm  from  us.  They  told  me,  alfo,  that  they  were 
fo  terrified  on  that  occafion,  as  not  to  approach  their  huts 
for  two  days  ;  and  that  when  they  ventured  thither,  they 
ia\xD^  the  greater  part  of  their  property  deftroyed,  by  the 
fire  running  in  the  ground.  According  to  their  account, 
they  were  of  a  different  tribe,  though  I  found  no  difference 

in 
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In  their  language  from  that  of  the  Nagailas  or  Carriers. 
They  are  called  Nafcud  Dciiee.  Their  lodges  were  at 
lomediftante,  on  a  fmall  lake,  where  they  take  fifli,  and  if 
our  guide  had  not  gone  for  them  there,  we  rtiould  not 
Ijave  feen  an  human  being  on  the  river.  They  informed 
me  that  the  road  by  their  habitation  is  the  fhorteft,  and 
they  propofed  that  we  fhould  take  it. 

(Tuefday  4.)  At  an  early  hour  this  morning,  and  at 
the  fuggeftion  of  our  guide,  we  proceeded  to  the  laiidmg* 
place  that  leads  to  the  ftrangers  lodges.  Our  great  d.^- 
culty  here  was  to  procure  a  temporary  reparation  from 
our  company,  in  order  to  hide  fome  artcles  we  could  not 
carry  with  us,  and  which  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to 
leave  in  the  power  of  the  natives.  Accordingly  Mr, 
Mackay,  and  one  of  our  Indians  cmba.kcd  with  them 
and  foon  run  out  of  our  fight.  At  our  fit  ft  hiding-place 
we  left  a  bag  of  pcmmican,  weighing  ninety  pounds,  two 
bngs  of  wild  rice,  and  a  gallon  keg  of  gunpowder,  t're- 
vious  to  our  putting  thefe  articles  in  the  ground,  we  rolled 
them  up  in  oil  cloth,  and  drefied  leather.  In  the  fccondi 
hiding-place,  and  guarded  with  iht  fome  rollers,  we  hid 
two  bags  of  Indian  corn,  or  maize,  and  a  bale  of  different 
articles  of  mcrchandifc.  When  we  had  completed 
this  important  objedt,  we  proceeded  till  half  paft  eighty 
when  we  landed  at  the  entrance  of  a  fmall  rivulet,  where 
our  friends  were  waiting  for  us* 

Here  it  was  neceffary  that  we  fhould  leave  our  canoe^ 
and  whatever  we  could  not  carry  on  our  backs.  In  the 
firfl:  place,  therefore,  we  prepared  a  ftage,  on  which  the 
canoe  was  placed  bottom  upwards,  and  (haded  by  a 
covering  of  fmall  trees  and  branches,  to  keep  her  from 
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the  fun.  "We  then  built  an  oblong  hollow  fquare,  ten 
feet  by  five,  of  green  logs,  wherein  wc  placed  every  article 
it  was  neceflfary  for  us  to  leave  here,  and  covered  the 
whole  with  large  pieces  of  timber. 

While  we  were  eagerly  employed  in  this  neccfTary 
bufinefs,  our  guide  and  his  companions  were  fo  impa- 
tient to  be  gone,  that  we  could  not  perfuade  the  former 
to  wait  till  we  were  prepared  for  our  departure ;  and  we 
had  fome  difficulty  in  perfuading  another  of  the  natives 
to  remain,  who  had  undertook  to  conduct  us  where  the 
guide  had  promifed  to  wait  our  arrival. 

At  noon  we  were  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  to  enter  the 
woods,  an  undertaking  of  which  I  (hall  not  here  give 
any  preliminary  opinion,  but  leave  thofe  who  read  it  to 
judge  for  themfelves. 

We  carried  on  our  hacks  four  bags  and  an  half  of 
pemmican,  weighing  from  eighty-five  to  ninety  pounds 
each;  a  cafe  with  my  inftruments,  a  parcel  of  goods 
for  prefents,  weighing  ninety  pounds,  and  a  parcel  con- 
taining ammunition  of  the  fame  weight.  Each  of  the 
Canadians  had  a  burden  of  about  ninety  pounds,  with  a 
gun,  and  fome  ammunition.  The  Indians  had  about  forty- 
five  pounds  weight  of  pemmicari  to  carry,  befides  their 
gun,  &.C,  with  which  they  were  very  much  diflatisfied, 
and  if  they  had  dared  wofild  have  inftnntly  left  U5. 
They  had  hitherto  been  very  much  indulged,  but  the 
moment  was  now  arrived  when  indulgence  was  no 
longer  pradlicable.  My  own  load,  and  that  of  Mr.  Mac- 
kay,  confifted  of  twenty-two  pounds  of  pemmicaii, 
fome  rice,  a  little  fugar,  &c.  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
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about  fcventy  pounds  each,  bcfitles  our  arms  and  ammu- 
nition. I  had  alfo  the  tube  of  my  tclefcopc  fwung  acrofs 
niy  rtioulder,  which  was  a  troublefomc  addition  to  my 
burthen.  It  was  determined  that  wc  fliould  content 
ourfclves  with  iwo  meals  a  dny,  which  were  regulated" 
witliout  difficuhy,  as  our  proviiions  did  not  require  the 
ceremony  of  cooking. 

In  this  ftate  of  equipment  we  began  our  journey,  as 
1  hav»j  already  mentioned,  about  twelve  at  noon,  the 
commencement  of  which  was  a  fteep  afcent  of  about  a 
mile;  it  lay  along  a  well  beaten  path,  but  the  country 
through  which  it  led  was  rugged  and  ridgy,  and  full  of 
wood.  When  we  were  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  heat,  from 
the  toil  of  our  journey,  the  rain  came  on,  and  continued 
till  the  evening,  and  even  when  it  ceafed  the  underwood 
continued  its  drippings  upon  us. 

About  half  part  fix  we  arrived  at  an  Indian  camp  of 
three  fires,  where  we  found  our  guide,  and  on  his  re- 
commendation we  determined  to  remain  there  for  the 
night.  The  computed  diftance  of  this  day's  journey  was 
about  twelve  geographical  miles;  the  courfe  about 
Weft. 


At  fun-fet  an  elderly  man  and  three  other  natives 
joined  us  from  the  Weft  ward.  The  former  bore  a 
lAice  that  very  much  refcmbled  a  ferjeant*s  halberd.  He 
liad  lately  received  it,  by  way  of  barter,  from  the  natives 
of  the  Sea-Coaft,  who  procured  it  from  the  white  men. 
We  fliould  meet,  he  faid,  with  many  of  his  countrymen 
who  had  juft  returned  from  thence.  According  to  his 
report,  it  did  not  require  more  than  fix  days  journey, 
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for  people  who  arc  not  heavily  laden,  to  reach  iho 
«;ouniiy  of  thole  with  whom  they  bartered  their  (kins 
for  iion,  Uc.  and  from  thence  it  is  not  quite  two  day's 
march  to  the  fea.  They  propofed  to  lend  two  youni; 
imn  on  hcfoic  us,  to  notify  to  the  different  tribes  that 
\vc  were  approaching,  that  tlicy  might  not  be  furprilcd  nt 
our  appearance,  and  be  difpt>fcd  to  aiford  us  a  friciully 
jtctption.  This  was  a  mealurc  which  I  could  not  but 
approve,  and  endcavouted  by  fome  fmall  prcfenls  to 
prcpolTcfs  our  couriers  in  our  favour. 


Thcfc  people  live  but  poorly  at  this  feafon,  and  I  could 
procure  no  prov.fion  from  them,  but  a  few  fmall 
tliied  fiih,  as  I  tiiink,  of  the  carp  kind.  They  IkhI 
feveral  European  articles ;  and  one  of  them  had  a  llrip 
ot  fur,  which  appeared  to  mc  to  be  of  the  fca  otter. 
lie  obtained  it  from  the  natives  of  the  coafl,  aiiii 
exchanged  it  with  me  for  fomc  beads  and  a   brafs  crofi. 

Wc  retired  to  reft  in  as  much  fecurity  as  if  we  had 
been  long  hr.bituated  to  a  confidence  in  our  prefcnt 
afiociates :  indeed,  we  had  no  alternative ;  for  fo  great 
v/erc  the  fatigues  of  the  day  in  our  mode  of  travelling, 
thit  we  were  in  great  need  of  reft  at  night. 

(Friday  5.)  We  had  no  fooner  laid  ourfclves  down 
to  rcll  [..ft  nighr,  than  the  natives  began  to  fmg,  in  a 
manner  very  d.fFi  rent  from  what  I  had  been  accuftomcj 
to  hear  among  i  ivages.  It  was  not  accompanied  either 
with  dancing,  drum,  or  rattle ;  but  confifted  of  fofr, 
plaintive  tones,  and  a  modulation  that  was  rather 
agreeable  :  it  had  fomewiiat  the  air  of  church  mufic. 
As  the  natives  had  rccpcftcd  me  not  to  quit  them  at  a  very 
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tarly  hour  in  the  morning,  it  was  five  hcfore  I  defireJ 
that  the  young  men,  who  were  to  proceed  with  us, 
Ihould  depart,  when  they  prepared  to  let  otF:  but,  on 
calling  to  our  guide  to  condu£t  us,  lie  faid,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  accompany  us  any  further,  as  the  young 
men  would  anfwer  our  purpofe  as  well  as  himfelf.  1  knew 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  rcmonftratc  with  him,  and 
therefore  fubmittcd  to  his  caprice  without  a  reply. 
However,  1  thought  proper  to  inform  him,  that  one  of 
my  people  had  lofl  his  dag,  or  poignard,  and  requcAed 
his  afliftince  in  the  recovery  of  it.  He  afkcd  mc  what 
I  would  give  him  to  conjure  it  back  again,  and  a  knife 
was  agreed  to  be  the  price  of  his  necromantic  rxcitions. 
Accordingly,  all  the  dags  and  knives  in  ilie  place  were 
gathered  together,  and  the  natives  formed  a  circle  round 
them  ;  the  conjurer  alfo  remaining  in  the  middle.  When 
tills  part  of  the  ceremony  was  arranged,  he  began  to 
fiiig,  the  reft  joining  in  the  chorus  ;  and  after  fome  time 
he  produced  the  poignard  which  was  ftuck  in  the  ground, 
and  returned  it  to  me. 


At  fcven  we  were  ready  to  depart ;  when  t  was  far- 
prifed  to  hear  our  late  guide  propofe,  without  any  fo- 
licitation  on  our  part,  to  refume  his  office  ;  and  he 
aflually  condu6\ed  us  as  far  as  a  fmall  lake,  where  wa 
found  an  encampment  of  three  families.  The  young 
men  who  had  undertaken  to  condudl  us  were  not  well 
underftood  by  my  interpreters,  who  continued  to  be  fo 
dilpleafed  with  tlieir  journey,  that  they  performed  this 
part  of  their  duty  with  great  reluflance.  I  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  an  elderly  man  of  this  encampment  to  ac- 
company us  to  the  next  tribe,  but  no  inducement  of 
jp)ine  could  prevail  on  him  to  comply  with  my  wiflies, 
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I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  content  myfelf  with  the 
guides  I  had  already  engaged,  for  whom  we  were  obliged 
to  wait  fome  time,  till  they  had  provided  fhoes  for  their 
journey.  I  exchanged  two  halfpence  here,  one  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  and  the  other  of  the  State  of  Maffa- 
chufet's  Bay,  coined  in  1787.  They  hung  as  ornaments 
in  children's  cars. 


My  fituation  here  was  rendered  rather  unplcafant  by 
the  treatment  which  my  hunters  received  from  thefe 
people.  The  former,  it  appeared,  were  confidered  as 
belonging  to  a  tribe  who  inhabit  the  mountains,  and 
arc  the  natural  enemies  of  the  latter.  We  had  alfo 
been  told  by  one  of  the  natives,  of  a  very  ftern  afpe6l, 
that  he  had  been  ftabbed  by  a  relation  of  theirs,  and 
pointed  to  a  fear  as  the  proof  of  it.  I  was,  therefoie, 
very  glad  to  proceed  on  my  journey. 

Our  guides  conduced  us  along  the  lake  through 
thick  woods  and  without  any  path,  for  about  a  mile 
and  an  half,  when  we  loft  fight  of  it.  This  piece  of 
WMter  is  about  three  miles  long  and  one  broad.  Wc 
then  crofTed  a  creek  and  entered  upon  a  beaten  track, 
through  an  open  country,  fprinkled  with  cyprefs  trees. 
At  twelve  the  fky  became  black,  and  an  heavy  guft 
with  rain  {hortly  followed,  which  continued  for  upwards 
of  an  hour.  When  we  perceived  the  approaching  ftorm, 
we  fixed  our  thin,  lijiht  oil-cloth  to  fcreen  us  from  it. 
On  renewing  our  march,  as  the  bufties  were  very  wet, 
I  defircd  our  guides,  they  having  no  burdens,  to  walk 
in  front,  and  beat  them  as  they  went  :  this  talk  they 
chofe  to  decline,  and  accordingly  I  undertook  it. 
Our  road    now    lay  along   a  lake,  and  acrofs  a   creek 

that 
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tliat  ran  into  it.  The  guides  info.med  mc,  that  this 
part  of  the  country  abounds  in  beaver :  many  traps  were 
feen  along  the  road  which  had  been  fet  for  lynxes  and 
martens.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  place 
where  we  had  been  flopped  by  the  rain,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  hail ;  and  as  we  advanced,  the  hailftoncs 
increafed  in  fize,  fome  of  them  being  as  hi(r  as  mulket- 
balls.  In  this  manner  was  the  ground  whitened  for  upwards 
of  two  miles.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  another  lake,  when  it  again  threatened 
rain;  and  we  had  already  been  fufficiently  wetted  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  to  look  with  complacency  to- 
wards a  repetition  of  it :  we  accordingly  fixed  our  rtied, 
the  rain  continuing  with  great  violence  through  the 
remainder  of  the  day :  it  was,  therefore,  determined 
that  we  fhould  flop  here  for   the  night. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  paffcd  three  winter 
huts ;  they  confifted  of  low  walls,  with  a  ridge  pole, 
covered  with  the  branches  of  the  Canadian  balfam-tree. 
One  of  my  men  had  a  violent  pain  in  his  knee,  and 
}  alked  the  guide  lo  take  a  fhare  of  his  burden,  as 
they  had  nothing  to  carry  but  their  heaven  robes,  and 
bows  and  arrows,  but  they  could  not  be  made  to  un- 
derftand  a  word    of  my   requeft. 

(Saturday  6.)  At  four  this  morning  I  arofe  from  my 
bed,  fuch  as  it  was.  As  we  muft  have  been  in  a  moft 
unfortunate  predicament  if  our  guides  Ihould  have  de- 
ferted  us  in  the  night,  by  way  of  fecurity,  I  propofed 
to  the  youngelt  of  them  to  fleep  with  me,  and  he 
readily  confented.  Thefe  people  have  no  covering  but 
Ifeeir  besver  jjarments,   and  that    of   my    companions 

was 
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was  a  neft  of  vermin.  1,  however,  fptead  it  under  us> 
and  having  laid  down  upon  it,  we  covered  ourfelvei 
with  my  camblet  cloak.  My  companion's  hair  bi,i:.g 
greafed  with  fifh-oil,  and  his  body  fmeared  with  red 
earth,  my  fenfe  of  fmelling,  as  well  as  that  of  feeling, 
threatened  to  interrupt  my  reft  ;  but  ihefe  inconveniences 
yielded  to  my  fatigue,  and  1  palTed  a  night  of  found 
rcpofe. 


I  took  the  lead  in  our  march,  as  I  had  done  yef- 
terday,  in  order  to  clear  the  branches  of  the  wet  which 
continued  to  hang  upon  them.  We  proceeded  with 
all  poflible  expedition  through  a  level  country  with 
but  little  under- wood  ;  the  larger  trees  were  of  the  fir 
kind.  At  half  paft  eight  we  fell  upon  the  road,  which 
we  firft  intended  to  have  taken  from  the  Great  River, 
and  muft  be  fliorter  than  that  which  we  had  travelled. 
The  Weft-road  river  was  alfo  in  fight,  winding  through 
a  valley.  We  had  not  met  with  any  water  fince  our 
encampment  of  laft  night,  and  though  we  were  affliiled 
with  violent  thiift,  the  river  was  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  us,  and  the  defcent  to  it  fo  long  and  fteep,  that 
/we  were  compelled  to  be  fatisfied  with  cafling  our  long- 
ing looks  towards  it.  There  appeared  to  be  more  water 
in  the  river  here,  than  at  its  difcharge.  The  Indian 
account,  that  it  is  navigable  for  their  canoes,  is,  1  be- 
lieve, perfectly  correct. 


•I 


Our  guides  now  told  us,  that  as  the  road  was  very 

good  and  well   traced,    they  would  proceed  to  inform 

the  next  tribe  that  we  were  coming.     This  information 

was  of  a  very  unpleafant  nature;    as  it   would  have 
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been  eafy  for  them  to  turn  off  the  road  at  a  hun- 
dred yards  from  us,  and,  when  we  had  pafled  them, 
to  return  home.  T  propofed  that  one  of  them  fliould 
remain  with  us,  wliile  two  of  my  people  fliould  leave 
their  loads  behind  and  accompany  the  other  to  the 
lodges.  But  tliey  would  not  ft  ay  to  hear  our  perfua- 
fions,  and   were  foon  out  of  fight. 

I   now  defircd  the  Cancre  to  leave  his  burden,  take 
a  fmall  quantity  of  provifion,  with  his  arms  and  blan- 
ket, and  follow   me.     I  alfo  told  my  men  to  come  on 
as  faft  as  they   could,    and  that  I  would  wait  for  them 
as  foon  as   I  had  formed  an  acquaintance  wi'.h  the  na- 
tives of  the  country  before   us.     We  accordingly   fol- 
lowed our  guides  with  all  the  expedition  in  our  power, 
but  did  not  overtake  them  till  we  came  to  a  family  of 
fiatives,  confifting  of  one   man,   two   women,  and  fix 
rhildien   with    whom   we  found  them.     Thefe  people 
betrayed    no  figns   of  fear  at  our   appearance,  and   the 
man  willingly  converfed  with  my  interpreter,  to  whom 
he  made    himfelf    more     intelligible    than    our  guides 
had  been  able  to  do.     They,  however,    had    informed 
him  of  the  ohy.&.  of  our  journey.     He  pointed  out  to 
us  one  of  his  wives,  who  was  a  nrative  of  the  fea  coaft, 
which  was  not  a  very    great  diftance  from    us.     This 
woman  was  more  inclined  to  corpulency  than  any    we 
liad  yet  feen,  was  of  low  ftature,  with  an  oblong  face, 
grey  eyes,  and  a  flattifli  nofe.     She  was  decorated  with 


Ornaments  of  various  kinds,    fuch  as 


large 


blue  beads, 


either  pendant  from  her  ears,  encircling  her  neck,  or 
braided  in  her  hair :  Ihe  alfo  wore  bracelets  of  brafs, 
copper,  and  horn.  Her  garments  confiftcd  of  a  kind 
of  tunic,    which  was  covered  with  a  robe    of  matted 
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bark,  fringed  louml  the  bottom  with  fkin  of  the  fca 
otter.  None  of  the  women  whom  I  had  feen  fincc 
we  croffcd  the  mountain  wore  this  kind  of  tunic ; 
ihcir  blankets  bc;ing  merely  girt  round  the  waift:.  She 
liad  learned  the  language  of  her  hufband's  trdie,  and 
confirmed  his  account,  that  we  were  at  no  great  diftaiice 
from  the  fea.  They  were  on  their  way,  Hie  faid,  to 
the  great  river  to  fiih.  Age  feemed  to  be  an  objed 
of  great  veneration  among  thefe  people,  for  they  car- 
ried an  old  woman  by  turns  on  their  backs  who  was 
quite  blind  and  infirm,  from  the  very  advanced  period 
of  her  life. 

Our  people  having  joined  us  and  refted  themfeves,  I 
requefted  our  guides  to  proceed,  when  the  elder  of  them 
told  me  that  he  fliould  not  go  any  further,  but  that 
thefe  people  would  fend  a  boy  to  accompany  his  brotlier, 
and  1  began  to  think  myfelf  rather  fortunate,  that  vvc 
were  not  deferted  by  them  all. 


About  noon  we  parted,  and  in  two  hours  we  came 
up  with  two  men  and  their  families:  when  we  fiift 
faw  them  they  were  fitting  down,  as  if  to  reft  theiii- 
felves;  but  no  foonef  did  they  perceive  us  than  they 
rofe  up  and  and  fe.i?<cd  their  arms.  The  boys  who 
were  behind  us  immediately  ran  forward  and  fpoke  to 
them,  when  they  laid  by  their  arms  and  received  us  as 
friends.  They  had  been  eating  green  berries  and  dried 
fi{h.  We  had,  indeed,  fcarcely  joined  them,  when  a 
woman  and  a  boy  came  from  the  river  with  water, 
which  they  very  hofpitably  gave  us  to  drink.  The 
people  of  this  party  had  a  very  fickly  appearance,  which 
might   have    been  the  confcquencc  of  difeafe,  or  that 

indolence 
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indolence  which  is  fo  natural  to  them,  or  of  both. 
One  of  the  women  had  a  tattooed  hne  along  the  chin, 
of  the  fame  length  as  her  mouth. 

The  lads  now  informed  me  tliat  they  would  go  no 
further,  but  that  thefc  men  would  take  their  places  ; 
and  they  parted  from  their  families  with  as  little  appa- 
rent concern,  as  if  they  were  entire  ftrangers  to  each 
other.  One  of  them  was  very  well  underftood  by  my 
interpreter,  and  hnd  refided  among  the  natives  of  the 
fea  coaft,  whom  he  had  left  but  a  flioit  time.  According 
to  his  information,  we  were  approaching  a  river,  which 
was  neither  large  nor  long,  but  whofe  banks  are  inha- 
bited; and  that  in  the  bay  which  the  fea  forms  at  the 
mouth  of  it,  a  great  wooden  canoe,  with  people,  arrives 
about  the  time  when  the  leaves  begin  to  grow :  1  pre- 
fume  in  the  early  part  of  May. 

After  we  parted  with  the  lafl:  people,  we  en  me  to 
an  uneven,  hilly,  and  I'wampy  count! y,  though  which 
our  way  was  impeded  by  a  confidernble  number  of  fallen 
trees.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  were  overtaken  by 
a  heavy  fhower  of  rain  and  hail ;  bcint;  at  the  fnme  time 
very  much  fatigued,  we  encamped  for  the  nicht  near  a 
fmall  cretk.  Our  courfe,  till  wc  came  to  th"  liver,  was 
about  South- Weft  ten  miles,  and  then  W'.ll:  twelve 
or  fourteen  m-les.  1  thouo;ht  ii  prudent,  by  way  of 
fccuritv,  to  fi.bmit  to  the  fame  inconvenienjcs  I  have 
already  defcribed,  a! id  fliared  the  beaver  robe  of  one 
of  my  guides  during  the  night. 

(Sunday  7.)  I   was  fo  bufily  employed  in  collcdling 
intelligence  from  our  condudtors,  that  X  laft  iiight  forgot 
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to  wind  up  my  time-piece,   and  it  was  the  only  inftanc* 
of  fucb  prj  a£l  of  negligence  fince  I  left  Fort  Chepcwy.m, 
on  the  nth  of  laft  Odober.     At  five  we  quitted  our 
flation,   and    proceeded    aciofs  two  mountains,    covcKd 
with  fpruce,  poplar,  white  binh,  and  others  trees.     We 
then  delcended  iiuo  a  level  country,  where  we  found  a 
good  road  thiough  woods    of  cyprefy.     We  then  came 
to  two  tmr.U   lakes,   at  the  diftance  of  about  fourteen 
miles.     Courfe  about  Weft.     Through   them   the  river 
pafTes,   and  our  loaci  kept  in  a  parallel  line  with  it  en 
a  ran2,e  of  elevateci  ^!;iound.     Oa  obferving  fome  people 
before  us,  our  guicics  haftened  to  meet  them,  and,  on  their 
approach,  one  of  them  ftepped  forward  with  an  axe  in 
his  band.     This  party  confided  only  of  a  man  two  wo- 
men, and  Viie  fame  number  of  children.     The  eldefl:  of 
the  women,  who  probably  was  the  man's  mother,  was 
engaged,   when  we  joined  thcni,   in  clearing  a  circular 
fpoc,    of  about  five  feet  in  diameter,  of  the  weeds  that 
infefted  it;  nor  did  our  arrival  interrupt  her  employment, 
which  was  facied   to  the   memory   of  the  dead.      Ttu; 
fpot  to  which  her  pious  care  vi^as  devoted,  contained  the 
grave  of   a  hufband  and  a  fon,  and  whenever  fhe  paflk  1 
this  way,  fhe  always  flopped  to  pay  this  tribute  of  affcc 
tion. 


As  foon  as  we  had  taken  our  morning  allowance,  we 
fet  forwards,  and  about  three  we  perceived  more  peo;  Ic 
before  us.  After  fome  alarm  we  came  up  with  them. 
They  confided  of  feven  men,  as  many  women,  and  fe- 
veral  children.  Here  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
curing another  guide,  and  we  continued  our  route  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  till  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
we  croffed  it.     It  was  knee  deep,  and  about  an  hundred 

yards, 
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yards  over.  I  wiflicd  now  to  ftop  for  the  ni  Jit,  as  we 
were  all  of  us  very  much  fatigued  ;  but  our  guide  re- 
commended us  to  proceed  onwards  to  a  family  of  his 
friends,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  thence,  where  we  arrived 
at  half  paft  fcven.  He  had  gone  forward,  and  procured 
us  a  welconf»e  and  quiet  reception.  There  being  a  net 
hanging  to  dry,  I  rcquefted  the  man  to  prepare  and  fet 
it  in  the  water,  which  he  did  with  great  expedition,  and 
then  prefented  me  with  a  few  fmall  dried  fifh.  Our 
courfe  was  South- Weft  about  twelve  miles,  part  of  which 
was  extenfive  fwamp,  that  was  fcldom  lefs  than  knee 
deep.  In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  we  had  feveral 
fhowers  of  rain.  I  had  attempted  to  take  an  altitude, 
but  it  was  paft  meridian.  The  water  of  the  river  before 
the  lodge  was  quite  ftill,  and  expanded  itfelf  into  the 
form  of  a  fmall  lake.  In  many  other  places,  indeed,  it 
had  aflumed  the  fame  form. 


(Monday  8.)  It  rained  throughout  the  night,  and  it 
Was  feven  in  the  morning  before  the  weather  would 
allow  us  to  proceed.  The  guide  brought  me  five  fmall 
boiled  fifh,  in  a  platter  made  of  bark ;  fome  cf  them 
were  of  the  carp  kind,  and  the  reft  of  a  fpecles  for 
which  I  am  not  qualified  to  furnifh  a  name.  Having 
dried  our  clothes,  we  fet  off  on  our  march  about  eight, 
and  our  guide  very  cheerfully  continued  to  accompany 
US;  but  he  was  not  altogether  fo  intelligible  as  his  pre- 
deceflfors  in  our  fervice.  Wc  learned  from  him,  how- 
ever, that  this  lake,  through  which  the  river  pafTes,  ex- 
tends to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  that  he  expefled 
to  meet  nine  men,  of  a  tribe  which  inhabits  the  North 
fide  of  the  river. 

In 
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In  this  part  of  our  journey  we  were  furprifed  with 
the  appearance  of  feveral  regular  bafons,  fome  of  them 
furniflied  with  water,  and  the  others  empty ;  their  flopc 
from  the  edge  to  the  bottom  formed  an  angle  of  about 
forty- five  degrees,  and  their  perpendicular  depth  was 
about  twelve  ftet.  Thofe  that  contained  water,  difco- 
vered  gravel  near  their  edges,  while  the  empty  ones 
were  covered  with  grafs  and  heihs,  among  which  we 
difcovered  muftard  and  mint.  There  were  alio  feveral 
places  from  whence  the  water  appears  to  have  retired, 
which  are  covered  with  the  fame  foil  and  herbage. 

We  now  proceeded  along  a  very  uneven  country,  the 
upper  pans  of  which  were  coveted  with  poplars,  a  little 
under-wood,  and  plenty  of  grafs :  the  intervening  vailics 
were  watered  with  rivulets.  Fiom  thefe  circumllances, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  vegetation,  I  could  not  ac- 
count for  the  apparent  ablence  of  animals  of  every  kind. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  the  largefl:  river 

that  we  had  feen    fince  we  left  our  canoe,  and   which 

forced  its  way  between  and  over  the  huge  ftones  that  op- 

pofed  its  current.  Ourcourfe  was  about  South  South  Weft 

fixteen   miles  along  the  river,  which   might  here  julVify 

the  title  of  a  lake.     The  road  was  good,  and  our  next 

courfe,  which  was  Weft  by  South,  brought  us  onward  ten 

miles,  where  we  encamped,  fatigued  and  wet,  it  having 

rained  three  parts  of  the  day.     This  river  abounds  with 

fifti,  and  muft  fall  into  the  great  river,  further  down  than 

we  had  extended  our  voyage. 

A  heavy  and  continued  rain  fell  throughout  great  part 
of  the  night,  and  as  we  were  in  fome  meafure  expoled  to  it, 

time 
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time  w.is  requircil  to  dry  our  clothes ;  fo  that  it  wns  IialF 
part  feven  in  the  morning  before  we  were  ready  to  fct  out. 
As  we  found  the  country  fo  dcAitute  of  game,  and  fore- 
fteing  the  diffiiulty  of  procuring  provlfions  for  our  return, 
1  thouglit  it  prudt-nt  to  conceal  half  a  hag  of  pemmican  : 
having  fenl  ofFthe  Indians,  and  all  my  people  except  two, 
we  buried  it  under  the  fire-place,  as  we  had  done  on  a 
former  occafion.     We  foon  overtook  our  party,  and  con- 
tinued our  route  along  the  river  or  lake.     About  twelve  I 
had  an  altitude,  but  it  was  inaccurate  from  the  cloudlnefs 
of  the  weather.     We  continued  our  progrefs  till  five  in 
the  afternoon,  when  the  water  began  to  narrow,  and  in 
about  half  an  hour  we  came  to  a  ferry,  where  we  found  a 
fmall  raft.     At  this  time  it  began  to  thunder,  and  torrents 
of  rain  foon  followed,  which  terminated  our  journey  for 
the  day.     Our  courfe  was  about  South,  twenty-one  miles 
from  the  lake  already   mentioned.     We  now  dif:overed 
the  tops  of  mountains,  covered  with  fnow,  over  very  high 
intermediate,  land.     We  killed  a  whitehead  and  a  grey- 
eagle,  and  three  grey  partridges ;  we  faw  alio  two  otters  in 
the  river,  and  fevcral  beaver  lodges  along  it.     When  the 
rain  ceafed,  we  caught  a  few  fmall  fifh,  and  repaired  the 
raft  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  day. 


(Wcdnefday  IQ.)  At  an  early  hour  of  this  morning  we 
prepared  to  crofs  the  water.  The  traverfe  is  about  thirty 
yards,  and  it  requited  five  trips  to  get  us  all  over.  At  a 
fliort  diftance  below,  a'fmall  river  falls  in,  that  comes  fioiu 
the  diredlion  in  which  we  were  proceeding.  It  is  a  rapid 
for  about  three  bundled  yards,  when  it  expands  into  a 
lake,  along  which  our  road  conduifled  us,  and  beneath 
a  range  of  beautiful  hills,  covered  with  verdure.   At  half 

paft 
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paft  eight  we  came  to  the  termination  of  the  lake,  where 
there  were  two  houfeb  that  occupied  a  moft  delightful 
fituation,  and  as  they  contained  their  neceflary  furniture, 
it  feemed  probahle  that  their  ownei's  intended  shortly  to 
return.  Near  them  wercfevcral  graves  or  tombs,  towliicli 
the  iwtives  are  particularly  attentive,  and  never  fufFer  any 
herbage  to  grow  u|)on  tlicm.  In  about  half  an  hour  we 
leached  a  place  where  there  were  two  temporary  huts,  that 
contained  thirteen  men,  with  whom  we  found  our  guide, 
who  had  pireccdcd  us  in  order  to  fecure  a  good  reception. 
The  buildings  were  detached  from  each  other,  and  conve- 
niently placed  for  fiftiing  in  the  lake.  Their  inhabitants 
called  themfelves  Sloiia-cufs-Dinais,  which  denomination, 
as  far  as  my  interpreter  could  explain  it  to  me,  I  under- 
ftood  to  mean  Rcdwfiih  Men.  They  were  much  more 
cleanly,  healthy,  and  agreeable  in  their  appearance,  than 
any  of  the  natives  whom  we  had  pafled;  neverthelefs,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  arc  the  fame  people,  from  their  name 
alone,  whtch  is  of  the  Chepewyaii  language.  My  inter- 
prctcrs,  however,  underfliood  very  little  of  what  they  faid, 
fo  that  I  did  not  exped  much  information  from  them. 
Some  of  them  faid  it  was  a  journey  of  four  days  to  the  fea, 
and  others  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  fix ;  and  there  were 
among  them  who  extendal  it  to  eight ;  but  they  all  uni- 
formly declared  that  they  had  been  to  the  coafl.  They 
did  not  entertain  the  fmallefl  apprehenfion  of  danger 
from  us,  and,  when  we  difcharged  our  pieces,  exprefTed 
no  fenfation  but  that  of  aflonifhment,  which,  as  may  be 
fuppofed,  was  proportionably  increafed  when  one  of  the 
hunters  fhot  an  eagle,  at  a  confiderable  dillance.  At 
twelve  I  obtained  an  altitude,  which  made  our  latitude 
53.  4.  3a.  Noah,  being  not  fo  far  South  as  I  expelled. 
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I  now  went,  accompanied  by  one  of  my  men,  an  inter- 
preter, and  tlie  guide,  to  vilit  fome  liuts  at  the  diftance  of 
a  mile.  On  our  arrival  the  inhabitants  prefented  us  with 
a  difh  of  boiled  trout,  of  a  fmall  kind.  The  fifli  would 
have  been  excellent  if  it  had  not  taftcd  of  the  kettle, 
which  was  made  of  the  baik  of  the  white  fpruce,  and  of 
the  dried  grafs  with  which  it  was  boiled.  Befides  this  kind 
of  trout,  red  and  white  carp  and  jub,  are  the  only  fifh 
1  faw  as  the  produce  of  ihefe  waters. 

Thefe  people  appeared  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  comparative 
comfort  :  they  take  a  greater  (hare  in  the  labour  of  the 
women,  than  is  common  among  the  favage  tribes,  and 
are,  as  1  was  infoimed,  content  with  one  wife.  'J'hough 
this  circumrtance  may  proceed  rather  from  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  fubliftence,  than  any  habitual  aveifion  to 
polygamy;  - 

My  prefent  guide  now  informed  mc,  that  he  could  not 
proceed  any  further,  and  I  accordingly  engaged  two  of 
thefe  people  to  fucceed  him  in  that  ofRce;  but  when  they 
defired  us  to  proceed  on  the  beaten  path  without  them,  as 
they  could  not  fet  off  till  the  following  day,  I  determined 
to  ftay  that  night,  in  order  to  accommodate  myfelf  to  their 
convenience.  I  diflributed  fome  trifles  among  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  men  who  were  to  be  our  future  guides^ 
and  returned  to  my  people.  We  came  back  by  a  diflFerent 
way,  and  paiTed  by  two  buildings,  erefled  between  four 
trees,  and  about  fifteen  feet  from  the  ground,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  intended  as  magazines  for  winter  pro- 
vifions.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  with 
confiderable  expedition,  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  till  fix, 
when  we  came  to  the  end  of  it :  we  then  ftruck  off  through 

Vol.  II.  fi\i  a 
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a  much  Icfs  beaten  track,  and  at  half  pad  feven  (lopped 
for  the  night.  Our  courfe  was  about  Weft-South- Welt 
thirteen  miles,  and  Weft  fix  miles. 


( Thurfday  1 1. )  I  paftcd  a  moft  uncomfortable  night : 
the  fiift  pait  of  it  I  was  tormented  with  flies,  and  in  the 
latter  deluged  with  rain.  In  the  morning  the  wcatlicr 
cleared,  and  as  foonas  our  clothes  were  dried,  we  proceeded 
through  a  morafs.  This  part  of  the  country  hnd  been 
laid  wafte  by  fire,  and  the  fallen  trees  added  to  the  pain 
and  perplexity  of  our  way.  An  high,  rocky  ridge  ftretchej 
along  our  left.  Though  the  rain  returned,  we  continued 
our  progrefs  till  noon,  when  our  guides  took  to  fome  trees 
for  fhelter.  We  then  fpread  our  oiUcloth,  and  with  fome 
difficulty,  made  a  fire.  About  two  the  rain  ceafed,  when 
we  continued  our  journey  through  the  fame  kind  of 
country  which  we  had  hitherto  pafled.  At  half  paft  three 
we  came  in  fight  of  a  lake ;  the  land,  at  the  fame  time 
gradually  rifing  to  a  rang  of  mountains  whofe  tops  were 
covered  with  fnow.  We  foon  after  obferved  two  frelh 
tracks,  which  feemed  to  furprife  our  guides,  but  they  fup- 
pofed  them  to  have  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  tlis 
country  who  were  come  into  this  part  of  it  to  fifli.  At 
five  in  the  afternoon  we  were  fo  wet  and  cold,  ( for  it 
had  at, intervals  continued  to  rain)  that  we  were  compelled 
to  flop  for  the  night.  We  pafled  feven  rivulets  and  a 
creek  in  this  day's  journey.  As  I  had  hitherto  regulated 
our  courfe  by  the  fun,  1  could  not  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment of  this  route,  as  we  had  not  been  favoured  vvitli  a 
fight  of  it  during  the  day  ;  but  I  imagine  it  to  liave  been 
nearly  in  the  fame  direction  as  that  of  yefterday.  Our 
diftance  could  not  have  been  lefs  than  Hfteeo  miles. 

Out 
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Our  conductors  now  began  to  ^.<mp!ain  of  our  mode 
of  travelling,  and  mentioned  their  intfntion  of  leaving 
us;  and  my  interpreters,  who  were  equally  diffatisfied, 
added  to  our  perplexity  by  their  rondudt.  Rt  iidcs  thelc 
circumftances,  and  the  apprthenlioii  that  the  dillnnce 
from  the  fea  might  be  greater  than  I  fud  imagined,  it 
became  a  matter  of  real  neccfliiy  that  we  fhould  begin 
to  diminifli  the  confumption  of  our  provifions,  and  to 
fublid  upon  two-thirds  of  our  allowance ;  a  propofition 
which  was  as  unwelcome  to  my  people,  as  it  was  ne« 
cefTury  to  be  put  into  immediate  pradlice. 

(Friday  12.)  At  half  pad  five  this  morning  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  with  cloudy  weather,  and  when 
we  came  to  the  end  of  the  lake  fevcral  tracks  were 
viiible  thit  led  to  the  fide  of  the  water ;  from  which  cir- 
cutnftance  I  concluded,  that  fome  of  the  natives  were 
fifhing  along  the  banks  of  it.  This  lake  is  not  more 
than  three  miles  long,  and  about  one  broad.  We  then 
paffed  four  fmaller  lakes,  the  two  firft  being  on  our 
right,  and  thofe  which  prcceedcu  on  our  left.  A  fmall 
river  alfo  flowed  acrofs  our  way  from  the  right,  and  we 
pafled  it  over  a  beaver-dam.  A  larger  lake  now  appeared 
on  our  right,  and  the  mountains  on  each  fide  of  ui. 
were  covered  with  fnow.  We  afterwards  came  to  another 
lake  on  our  right,  and  foon  reached  a  river,  which  our 
guides  informed  us  was  the  fame  that  we  had  paffed  on 
a  raft.  They  faid  it  was  navigable  for  canoes  from  the^ 
great  river ,  except  two  rapids,  one  of  which  we  had 
feen.  At  this  place  it  is  upwards  of  twenty  yards  acrofs* 
and  deep  water.  One  of  the  guides  fwam  over  to  fetch 
:i  raft  which  was  on  the  oppoftte  fidci  and  having  in- 

creafed* 
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creafed  its   dimenfions,  we  cioflcd  at    two  trips,  except 
four  of  the  men,  who  prcferrej  rwimm'mg. 

Here  our  condudlors  renewed  their  menace  of  leaving 
us,  and  1  was  obliged  to  give  them   feveral   articles,   and 
promlfe  more,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  continue  till 
we  could  procure  other  natives  to  fucceed  them.     At  four 
in  the  afternoon  we  forded  the  fan;e   river,    and  being 
with  the  guides  at  fome  diftance   before  the  reft  of  the 
people,  T  fat  down  to  wait  for  them,  and  no  fooner  did 
they  arrive,  than  the  former  fet  off  vitli  fo  much   fpecd, 
that   my  attempt    to   follow  them  proved     unrucceisful. 
One  of  my   Indians,  however,  who  had  no  load,  over- 
took them,   when  they  excufed  thcmfelves    to   him  liy 
declaring,   that  their   lolc  motive  for  leaving  us,  was  to 
prevent  the  people,  whom  they   expected  to  find,  from 
fliooting  their  arrows  at  us.     At  feven  o'clock,  however, 
we  were  fo  fatigued,  that  we  encamped  without  them  : 
the  mountains  covered  with  fnow  now  appeared  to  be 
diredlly  before  us.     As  we  were  coUedling  wood  for  our 
fire,  we  di (covered  a  crofs  road,  where  it   appeared  that 
people  had  pafTed  within  feven  or  eight  days.     In  (hort, 
our  fituation  was  fuch  as  to  afford  a  juft  caufe  of  alarm, 
and  that  of  the  people  with  me  was  of  a  nature  to  defy 
immediate  alleviation.     It  was  neceffary,  however,  for  me 
to  attempt    it;  and   I  reftcd  my  principles  of  encourage- 
nient  on   a  reprefentation   of  our    paft    perplexities  and 
iinexpe6led  relief,  and  endeavoured  to  excite  in  them  the 
hope  of  flmilar  good  fortune.     I  ftated  to  th^m,   that  we 
could  not  be  at  a  great   difiance  from  the  fca,  and  that 
there  were  but  few  natives   to  pals,  till  we  fhould  arrive 
among   thofc,    who   being    accuftomed   to   vifit   the   fea 
coaft,  and,  having   den  white  people,  would  be  difpofed 
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to  treat  us  with  kindnefs.  Such  was  the  general  tenor 
of  reaibning  1  employed  on  the  occahon,  and  I  waa 
happy  to  iind  that  it  was  not  ofFcied  in  vain. 

The  weather  had  heen  cloudy  till  three  in  the  afternoon, 
\vhcn  the  (un  appeared;  but  furrounded>  as  we  were, 
wiih  fnow-clad  mountains,  the  air  became  fo  cold,  that 
the  violence  of  our  cxercife,  \v:\s  not  fufficient  to  pro- 
duce a  comfoi  table  degree  of  wainuh.  Our  courfe  to- 
day was  from  Wefl:  to  South,  and  at  leaft  rhirty-fix 
miles.  The  land  in  general  was  very  barren  and  ftony, 
and  lay  »n  ridges,  with  cyprefs  trees  fcattered  over  them. 
We  paflld  leveral  Iwamps,  where  we  faw  nothing  to 
confoie  us  but  a  few  tracks  of  deer. 


(Satuiday  13.)  The  weather  this  morning  was  clear  but 
cold,  and  our  fcanty  covering  vas  not  fufficient  to  protedt 
us  fioin  the  feverity  of  the  night.  About  five,  after  we 
had  warmed  ourfelves  at  a  large  fire,  we  proceeded  on 
our  dubious  journey.  In  nbout  an  hour  we  came  to 
the  edge  of  a  wootl,  when  we  perceived  a  houfe, 
fituated  on  a  green  fpot,  aud  by  the  fide  of  a  fmall 
river.  The  fmoke  thnt  iffued  from  it  informed  us  that 
it  was  inhabited.  I  immediately  puflied  forward  toward 
this  manfion,  while  my  people  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
alarm,  that  they  followed  me  with  the  utmofl:  relu6tance. 
On  looking  back  I  perceived  that  we  were  in  an  Indian 
defile,  of  fifty  yards  in  length.  I,  however,  was  clofe 
upon  the  houfe  before  the  inhabitants  perceived  us,  when 
the  women  and  children  uttered  the  moft  horrid  flirieks, 
and  the  only  man  who  appeared  to  be  with  them ,  efcaped 
out  ofa  back  door,  which  I  reached  in  order  to  prevent  the 
yeomen  and  children  from  following  him.     The  man  fled 

with 


j  I 


198  VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH- 

with  all  his  fpeed  into  the  wood,  and  1  called  in  vam 
qn  my  interpreters  to  fpeak  to  him,  but  they  were  lo 
agitated  with  fear  as  to  have  loft  the  power  of  utterance. 
It  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  the  diftrefs  and  alarm  of  thefe 
poor  people,  who  believing  that  ihey  were  attacked  by 
enemies,  expe6led  an  immediate  maffacrc,  which,  among 
themfelves,  never  fails  to  follow  fuch  an  event. 


Our  prifoners  confided  of  three  women,  and  feven 
children,  which  apparently  compofed  three  fami- 
lies. At  lenc;th,  however,  by  our  demeanor,  and  our 
prefents,  we  contrived  to  diflipate  their  apprehenfions. 
One  of  the  women  then  informed  us,  that  their  people, 
with  feveial  others  had  left  that  place  three  nights 
before,  on  a  trading  journey  to  a  tribe  whom  flie  called 
Annah,  which  is  the  name  the  Chepewyans  give  to  the 
Knifteneaux,  at  the  diftance  of  three  days.  She  added 
alfo,  that  from  the  mountains  before  us,  which  were 
covered  with  fnow,  the  fea  was  vifible  ;  and  accompa- 
nied her  information  with,  a  prefcnt  of  a  couple  of 
pf  dried  fifh.  We  now  expreffed  our  defire  that 
the  man  might  be  induced  to  return,  and  condudl 
us  in  the  road  to  the  fea.  Indeed,  it  was  not  long 
before  he  difcovered  himfelf  in  the  wood,  when  he  was 
affured,  both  by  the  women  and  our  interpreters,  that 
we  bad  no  hoftile  defign  againft  him  ;  but  thefe  at- 
furances  had  no  effect  in  quieting  his  apprehenfions. 
I  then  attempted  to  gc  to  him  alone,  and  fliewed  him 
a  knife,  beads,  &c.  to  induce  him  to  come  to  me,  but 
he,  in  return,  made  an  hoftile  difplay  of  his  bow  and 
arrows ;  and,  having  for  a  time  exhibited  a  variety  ot 
firange  antics,  again  difappeared.  However,  he  fooii 
prefented  hjmfelf  in  another  quarter,  and  after  a  fuc- 

cefiion 
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ceflion  of  parleys  between  us ,  he  engaged  to  come  and 
accompany  us. 

While  thefe  negociations  were  proceeding,  I  propofed 
to  vifit  the  fifhing  machines,  to  which  the  women  readily 
confented,  and  I  found  in  them  twenty  fmall  fifli,  fuch 
as  trout,  carp,  and  jub,  for  which  I  gave  her  a  large 
knife ;  a  prefent  that  appeared  to  be  equally  unexpected 
and  gratifying  to  her.  Another  man  now  came  towards 
us,  from  a  hill,  talking  aloud  from  the  time  he  appeared 
till  he  reached  us.  The  purport  of  his  fpeech  was,  that 
he  threw  himfelf  upon  our  mercy,  and  we  might  kill 
him,  if  it  was  our  pleafure,  but  that  from  what  he 
had  heard,  he  looked  rather  for  our  friendfi»ip  than  out 
enmity.  He  was  an  elderly  peifon,  of  a  decent  ap- 
pearance, and  I  gave  him  fome  articles  to  conciliate 
him  to  us.  The  firft  man  now  followed  with  a  lad 
along  with  him,  both  of  whom  were  the  fons  of  the 
old  man,  and,  on  his  arrival,  he  gave  me  feveral  half-dried 
fi{h,  which  I  confidered  as  a  peace  offering.  After  fome 
converfation  with  thefe  people,  refpedling  the  country, 
and  our  future  progrefs  through  it,  we  retired  to  reft, 
with  fenfations  very  different  from  thofe  with  which  we 
had  rifen  in  the  morning.  The  weather  had  been  ge- 
nerally cloudy  throughout  the  day,  and  when  the  fun 
was  obfcured,  extremely  cold  for  the  feafon.  At  noon 
I  obtained  a  meridian  altitude,  which  gave  52.  58. 
53.  North  latitude.  1  likcwife  took  time  in  the  after- 
noon. 


(Sunday  14.)  This  morning  we  had  a  bright  fun, 
with  an  Eaft  wind.  Thefe  people  examined  their  tifhing 
machines,  when  they   found  in  them  a  great  number 

of 
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of  fmall  fifh,  and  we   drefled  as  mary  of  them  as  we 
could  eat.     Thus  was  our  departure  retarded  until  feveiv 
when  we    proceeded   on    our  journey,   accompanied  by 
the   man  and  his   two   foils.     As   I   did    not  want    the 
younger,  and  fhould  be  obliged  to  feed  him,  I  requefled 
of  his  father  to  leave  him,  for   the  purpofe  of  hfhino- 
for  the  women.     He  replied,   that  they  were  accuftomed 
to  hfli  for  themfelves,  and  that  I   need   not   be  appre- 
henfive    of   their   encroaching  upon    my    provifions,   as 
they   were  ufed  to  fulhin  themfelves   in  their  journies 
on  herbs,  and  the  inner  tegument  of  the  bark  of  trees, 
for  the  ftripping  of  which  he  had  a  thin  piece  of  bone, 
then  hanging  by  his   fide.     The  latter  is  of  a  glutinous 
quality,   of  a    clammy,     fweet   tafte,   and   is    generally 
confidered   by  the  more  interior  Indians   as  a   delicacy, 
rather    than  an   article  of  common   food.     Our   guide 
informed  me  that  there  is  a  Ihort  cut  acrofs  the  moun- 
tains, but  as  there  was  no  trace  of  a  road,  and  it  would 
fhorten  our  journey  but  one  day,  he  fhould  prefer  the 
beaten  way. 


h. 


We  accordingly  proceeded  along  a  lake.  Weft  five 
miles.  We  then  crofTed  a  fmall  river,  and  paiTed  through 
a  fwamp,  about  South- Wefl,  when  we  began  gradually 
to  afcend  for  fome  time  till  we  gained  the  fummit  of 
a  hill,  where  we  had  an  extenfive  view  to  the  South- 
Eaft,  from  which  direction  a  confiderable  river  appeared 
to  flow,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  miles :  it  was 
reprefented  to  me  as  being  navigable  for  canoes.  The 
defcent  of  this  hill  was  more  fteep  than  its  afeent,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  another,  whofe  top,  though  not  fo 
elevated  as  the  laft,  afforded  a  view  of  the  range  of  moun- 
tains, covered  with  fnow,  which,  according  to  the  intel- 
ligence 
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Hgence  of  our  guide,  terminates  in  the  ocean.  We 
now  left  a  fmall  lake  on  our  left,  then  crofled  a  creek 
running  out  of  it,  and  at  one  in  the  afternoon  came 
to  a  houfe,  of  the  fame  conftrudlion  and  dimenfions 
as  have  already  been  mentioned,  hut  the  materials  were 
much  better  prepared  and  finifhed.  The  timber  was 
fquared  on  two  fides,  and  the  bark  taken  off  the  two 
others;  the  ridge  pole  was  alfo  ftiaped  in  the  fame 
manner,  extending  about  eight  or  ten  feet  beyond  the 
gable  end,  and  fupporting  a  (hed  over  the  door:  the 
end  of  it  was  carved  into  the  fimilitude  of  a  fnake's 
head.  Several  hieroglyphics  and  figures  of  a  fimilar 
vvorkmanfliip,  and  painted  with  red  earth,  decorated  the 
interior  of  the  building.  The  inhabitants  had  left  the 
houfe  but  a  fhort  time,  and  there  were  feveral  bags  or 
bundles  in  it,  which  I  did  not  fufFer  to  be  difturbed. 
Near  it  were  two  tombs,  furrounded  in  a  neat  manner 
with  boards,  and  covered  with  bark^  Befide  them  fe- 
veral poles  had  been  erecSled,  one  of  which  was  fquared, 
and  all  of  them  painted.  From  each  of  them  were 
fufpended  feveral  rolls  or  parcels  of  bark,  and  our  guide 
gave  the  following  account  of  them ;  which,  as  far  as 
we  could  judge  from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
language,  and  the  incidental  errors  of  interpretation, 
appeared  to  involve  two  different  modes  of  treating  their 
dead ;  or  it  might  be  one  and  the  fame  ceremony,  which 
we  did  not  diftindlly  comprehend :  at  all  events,  it  is 
the  practice  of  thefe  people  to  burn  the  bodies  of  their 
dead,  except  the  larger  bones,  which  are  rolled  up  in 
bark  and  fufpended  from  poles,  as  I  have  already 
defcribed.  According  to  the  other  account,  it  appeared 
that  they  a<Stually  bury  their  dead;  and  when  another 
of  the  family  dies,  the  remains  of  the  pcrfon  who  was 
Vol.  II.  C  c  iaft 


'iii/ 
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laft  interred  are  taken  from  the  grave  and  burned,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned ;  fo  that  the  members  of  a 
family  are  thus  fucceflively  buried  and  burned,  to  make 
room  for  each  other  ;  and  one  tomb  proves  fufficient  for  a 
family  through  fucceedmg  generations.  There  is  no  houfe 
in  this  country  without  a  tomb  in  its  vicinity.  Our 
laft  courfe  extended  about  ten  miles. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  the  lake  before  the 
houfe,  and,  eroding  a  nver  that  flowed  out  of  it,  came 
to  a  kind  of  bank,  or  weir,  formed  by  the  natives,  for 
the  purpofe  of  placing  their  fifhing  machines,  many  of 
which,  of  different  fizes,  were  lying  on  the  fide  of  the 
river.  Our  guide  placed  one  of  them,  with  the  certain 
expedlation  that  on  his  return  he  fliould  find  plenty  of 
fifti  in  it.  We  proceeded  nme  miles  further,  on  a  good 
road,  Weft-South- Weft,  when  we  came  to  a  fmall 
lake:  wc  then  croffed  a  river  that  ran  out  of  it,  and 
our  guides  were  in  continual  expectation  of  meeting 
with  fome  of  the  natives.  To  this  place  our  courfe  was 
a  mile  and  an  half,  in  the  fame  diredlion  as  the  laft.  At 
nine  at  night  we  croffed  a  river  on  rafts,  our  laft  diftance 
being  about  four  miles  South-Eaft,  on  a  winding  road,, 
through  a  fwampy  country,  and  along  a  fucceftion  of 
fmall  lakes.  We  were  now  quite  exhaufted,  and  it  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  flop  for  the  night.  The 
weather  bein^  clear  throughout  the  day,  we  had  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  cold.  Our  guides  encouraged 
us  with  the  hope,  that  in  two  days  of  fimilar  exertion, 
we  ftiould  arrive  among  the  people  of  the  other  nation 

(Monday  15. )  At  five  this  morning  we  wei-e  again 
4a  motion,  and  paifing  along   a  river,    we  at  length 

forded 
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forded  it.  This  ftream  was  not  more  than  knee  deep, 
about  thirty  yeards  over,  and  with  a  ftony  bottom. 
The  old  man  went  onward  by  himfelf,  in  the  hope 
of  falling  in  with  the  people,  whom  he  expedled  to 
meet  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  At  eleven  we  came 
up  with  him,  and  the  native!  whom  he  expelled,  con- 
fiding of  five  men  and  part  of  their  families.  They 
received  us  with  great  kindnefs,  and  examined  us  with 
the  moft  minute  attention.  They  muft,  however,  have 
been  told  that  we  were  white,  as  our  faces  no  longer 
indicated  that  diftinguidiing  complexion.  They  called 
themfelves  Neguia  Dinais,  and  were  come  in  a  diffe- 
rent direction  from  us,  but  were  now  going  the  fame 
way,  to  the  Anah-yoc  Teffe  or  River,  and  appeared 
to  be  very  much  fatisfied  with  our  having  joined  them. 
They  prefented  us  with  fome  fifh  which  they  had  juft 
taken  in  the  adjoining  lake. 

Here  I  expeiSled  that  our  guides,  like  their  prede- 
ceflbrs,  would  have  quitted  us,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  expreffed  themfelves  to  be  fo  happy  in  our  com- 
pany, and  that  of  their  friends,  that  they  voluntarily, 
and  with  greeat  cheerfulnefs,  proceeded  to  pafs  another 
night  with  us.  Our  new  acquaintance  were  people  of 
a  very  pleafing  afptft.  The  hair  of  the  women  was 
tied  in  large  loofe  knots  over  the  ears,  and  plaited  with 
great  neatnefs  from  the  divifion  of  the  head,  fo  as  to 
be  included  in  the  knots.  Some  of  them  had  adorned 
their  treffcs  with  bea.ls,  with  a  very  pretty  efFe6l.  The 
men  were  clothed  m  leather,  their  hair  was  nicely 
combed,  and  their  complexion  was  fairer,  or  perhaps  it 
may  be  faid,  witli  more  propriety,  that  tht^y  were  more 
cleanly,  than  any  of  the  natives  whom  wc  liad  yet  leen. 

Co  2  Their 
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Their  eyes,  though  keen  and  fharp,  are  not  of  thnt 
dark  colour,  fo  generally  obfervable  in  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians  ;  they  were,  on  the  contrary,  of  a  g»ey  hue, 
with  a  tinge  of  red.  There  was  one  man  amongft  them 
of  at  leaft  fix  feet  four  inches  in  height ;  his  manners 
weie  afFnble,  and  he  had  a  more  piepofftfling  ap- 
pearance than  any  Indian  I  had  met  with  m  my  journey; 
he  was  about  twenty-  eight  years  of  age,  and  was  treated 
with  particular  refpe6l  by  his  party.  Every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  carried  a  proportionate  burden,  con- 
fjfting  of  bfaver  coating  and  parchment,  as  well  as 
{kins  of  the  the  otter,  the  marten,  the  bear,  the  lynx, 
and  drelTcd  moofe-lkins.  The  laft  ihey  procure  from  the 
Rocky-Mountain  hidians.  According  to  their  account, 
the  people  of  the  fea  coaft.  prefer  them  to  any  other 
article.  Several  of  their  relations  and  friends,  they  fald, 
were  already  gone,  as  well  provided  as  themfelves,  to 
baiter  with  the  people  of  the  coafi ;  who  barter  them  in 
their  turn,  except  the  dreiTed  leather,  with  white  people 
who,  as  they  had  been  mformed,  arrive  there  in  large 
canoes. 

Such  an  efcort  was  the  moft  fortunate  circumftance 
that  could  happen  in  our  favour.  They  told  us,  that 
as  the  women  and  children  could  not  travel  faft,  we 
ihould  be  three  days  in  getting  to  the  end  of  our  jour- 
ney ;  which  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  very  agreeable 
information  to  people  in  our  exhauded  condition. 


In  about  half  an  hour  after  we  had  joined  our  new 
acquaintance,  the  lignal  for  moving  onwards  was  given 
by  the  leader  of  the  party,  who  vociferated  the  words, 
Huy,  Huy,  when  his  people  joined  him  and  continued 

a  cla- 
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a  clamorous  converfation.  We  pafied  along  a  winding 
road  over  hills,  and  through  fwampy  vallies,  from  South 
to  Weft.  We  then  croffed  a  deep,  narrow  river,  which 
difcharges  itfelf  into  a  lake;  on  whofe  fide  we  ftopped, 
at  five  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  night,  though  we  had 
repofed  feveral  times  fince  twelve  at  noon;  fo  that  our 
mode  of  travelling  had  undergone  a  very  agreeable 
change.  I  compute  the  diftance  of  this  day's  journey 
at  about  twenty  miles.  In  the  middle  of  the  day  the 
weather  was  clear  and  fultry. 

We  all  fat  down  on  a  very  pleafant  green  fpot, 
and  were  no  fooner  feated  than  our  guide  and  one  of 
the  party  prepared  to  engage  in  play.  They  had  each 
a  bundle  of  about  fifty  fmall  fticks,  neatly  poliihed,  of 
the  fize  of  a  quill,  and  five  inches  long  :  a  certain 
number  of  thefe  fticks  had  red  lines  round  them  ;  and 
as  many  of  thefe  as  one  of  the  players  might  find 
convenient  were  curioufly  rolled  up  in  dry  grafs,  and 
according  to  the  judgment  of  his  antagonift  refpefting 
their  number  and  marks,  he  loft  or  won.  Our  friend 
was  apparently  the  lofer,  as  he  parted  with  his  bow 
and  arrows,  and  feveral  articles  which  I  had  given  him. 


(Tuefday  16.)  The  weather  of  this  morning  was 
the  fame  as  yefterday  ;  but  our  fellow-travellers  were 
in  no  hurry  to  proceed,  and  I  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  preffing  them  into  greater  expedition,  by  reprefenting 
the  almoft  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  provifions.  They, 
however,  aftured  us,  that  after  the  next  night*s  fleep, 
we.fhould  arrive  at  the  river  wher€  they  were  going, 
and  that  we  fhouid  there  get  fifli  in  great  abundance. 
My  young  men,  from  an  a6t  of  imprudence,  deprived 

themfelves 
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themfelves  lad  night  of  that  reft  which  was  fo  necet 
fary  to  them.  One  of  the  ft  rangers  aiking  them  feveral 
queftions  refpe6ling  us,  and  concerning  their  own 
country,  one  of  them  gave  fuch  anfwers  as  were  not 
credited  by  the  audience;  whereupon  he  demanded,  in 
a  very  angry  tone,  if  they  thought  he  was  difpofcd 
to  te'I  lies,  Hke  the  Rocky-Mountain  Indians  ;  and  one 
of  that  tribe  happening  to  be  of  the  party,  a  quarrel 
enfued,  which  might  have  been  attended  with  the  moft 
ferious  confequenccs,  if  it  had  not  been  fortunately  pre- 
vented by  the  interference  of  ihofe  who  were  not  intc- 
refted  in  the  difpute. 


Though  our  ftock  of  provifions  was  getting  fo  low, 
I  determined,  neverthelefs,  to  hide  about  twenty  pounds 
ofpemmican,  by  way  of  providing  againft  our  return. 
I  therefore  left  two  of  the  men  behind,  with  direc- 
tions to  bury  it,  as  ufual,  under  the  place  where  we 
had  made  our  fire. 

Our  courfe  was  about  Weft  South -Weft  by  the  fulc 
of  the  lake,  and  in  about  two  miles  we  came  to  the 
end  of  it.  Here  was  a  general  halt,  when  my  men 
overtook  us.  1  was  now  informed,  that  fome  people 
of  another  tribe  were  fent  for,  who  wiflied  very  much 
to  fee  us,  two  of  Ivhom  would  accompany  us  over 
the  mountains  ;  that,  as  for  thenifelves,  they  had 
changed  their  mind,  and  intended  to  follow  a  fmall  river 
which  iflued  out  of  the  lake,  and  went  in  a  diredlion 
very  different  from  the  line  of  our  journey.  This  was 
a  difappointment,  which,  though  not  uncommon  to  us, 
might  have  been  followed  by  confiderable  inconveniences. 
It  was  my  wifh  to  continue  with  them  whatever  way 

they 
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they  went ;  but  neither  my  promifes  or  entreaties  would 
avail  :  thefe  people  were  not  to  be  turned  from  their 
purpofe  ;  and  when  f  reprefcnted  (he  low  ftate  of  our 
provifions,  one  of  ihem  anfwerci!,  that  if  we  would 
Aay  with  them  all  night,  he  would  boil  a  kettle  of 
fifh-roes  for  us.  Accordingly,  without  receiving  any 
anfwer,  he  began  to  mike  preparation  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagement. He  took  the  roes  out  of  a  bag,  and  having 
bruifed  them  between  two  ftones,  put  them  in  water 
to  foak.  His  wife  then  took  an  handful  of  dry  grafs 
in  her  hand,  with  which  fhe  fqueezcd  them  through 
her  lingers  ;  in  the  mean  time  her  hufband  was  cm- 
ployed  in  gathering  wood  to  make  a  fire,  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  heating  Aones.  When  fhe  had  finifhed  her 
operation,  fhe  filled  a  watape  kettle  nearly  full  of  water, 
and  poure^  the  roes  into  it.  When  the  flones  were 
fufficiently  heated,  fome  of  them  were  put  into  the 
kettle,  and  others  were  thrown  in  from  time  to  time, 
till  the  water  was  in  a  flate  of  boiling;  the  woman 
alfo  continued  flirring  the  contents  of  the  kettle,  till 
they  were  brought  to  a  thick  conhflency  ;  the  (\ones 
were  then  taken  out,  and  the  whole  was  feafoned  with 
about  a  pint  of  flrong  rancid  oil.  'J  he  fmell  of  this 
curious  diih  was  fuflicient  to  ficken  me  without  tailing 
it,  but  the  hunger  of  my  people  furmounted  the  nau- 
feouit  meal.  When  unadulterated  by  the  (linking  oil, 
thefe  boiled  roes  ^re  not  unpalatable  food. 


In  the  mean  time  four  of  the  people  who  had  been 
expelled  arrived,  and,  according  to  the  account  given 
of  them,  were  of  two  tribes  whom  I  had  not  yet  known. 
After  fome  converfation,  they  propofed,  that  1  fhould 
continue  my  route  by  their  houfes ;  but  the  old  guir'e, 

who 
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who  was  now  preparing  to  leave  us,  informed  me  that  it 
would  lengthen  my  journey  ;  and  by  his  advice  I  pro- 
pofed  to  them  to  condu6t  us  along  the  road  which  had 
been  already  marked  out  to  us.  This  they  undertook 
without  the  lead  hefitation  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
pointed  out  to  me  the  pafs  in  the  mountain,  bearing 
South  by  Ead  by  compafs.  Here  I  had  a  meridian 
altitude,  and  took  time. 


At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  parted  with  our  late 
fellow-travellers  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  imme- 
diately forded  the  river.  The  wild  parfnep,  which 
luxuriates  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  is  a 
favourite  food  of  the  natives :  they  road  the  tops  of  this 
plant,  in  their  tender  date,  over  the  fire,  and  taking  oS 
the  outer  rind,  they  are  then  a  very  palatable  food. 

We  now  entered  the  woods,  and  fometime  after  arrived 
on  the  banks  of  another  river  that  flowed  from  the 
mountain,  which  we  alfo  forded.  The  country  roon 
after  we  left  the  river  was  fwampy ;  and  the  fire  hav- 
ing pafTed  through  it,  the  number  of  trees,  which 
had  fallen,  added  to  the  toil  of  our  journey.  In  a  fhort 
time  we  began  to  afcend,  and  continued  afcending  till 
nine  at  night.  We  walked  upwards  of  fourteen  miles, 
according  to  my  computation,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
though  the  ftraight  line  of  didance  might  not  be  more 
than  ten.  Notwithdanding  that  we  were  furrounded 
by  mountains  covered  with  fnow,  we  were  very  much 
tormented  with  mufquitoes. 

» 

(Wednefday  17.)  Before  the  fun  rofe,  our  guides  fum- 
:pio]:\ed  us  to  proceed,  whom  we  defconded  into  a  beautiful 
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Valley,  watered  by  a  fmall  river.  At  eight  we  canid 
to  the  tertninaiioii  o.  it,  where  we  law  a  gieat  num- 
ber of  moles,  and  began  again  to  afcend.  We  now 
I»erceived  many  gro-ind-hogs,  and  heard  them  whKlIe 
in  every  diredtion.  The  Indians  went  in  purfuit  of 
them,  and  foon  joined  us  with  a  fema'c  and  her  htter, 
almoft  grown  to  their  full  fi/e.  Thty  ftrippcd  off 
tJieir  (kins,  and  gave  the  carcafes  to  my  people.  They 
alfo  pulled  up  a  root,  which  appeared  like  a  bunch  of 
white  berries  of  the  fize  of  a  pea ;  its  fhape  was  that 
a  fig,  while  it   had  the  colour  and  tafte  of  a  potatoe. 

We  now  gained  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  and 
found  ourfelves  furrounded  by  fnow.  But  this  circum- 
ftance  is  caufed  rather  by  the  quantity  of  fnow  drifted 
in  the  pafs,  than  the  real  height  of  the  fpot,  as  the 
furrounding  mountains  nfe  to  a  much  higher  degree  of 
elevation.  The  fnow  had  become  fo  compatSt  that  our 
feet  hardly  made  a  perceptible  imprefTion  on  it.  We 
obferved,  however,  the  tracks  of  a  herd  of  fmall  deer 
which  muft  have  pafled  a  fliort  time  before  us,  and 
the  Indians  and  my  hunters  went  immediately  in  pur- 
fuit of  them.  Our  way  was  now  nearly  level,  without 
the  leafl  fnow,  and  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  in  any  part 
of  it.  The  grafs  is  very  fhort,  and  the  foil  a  reddifK 
clay,  intermixed  with  fmall  ftones.  The  face  of  the  hills, 
where  they  arc  not  enlivened  with  verdure,  appears 
at  a  diftance  as  if  fire  had  pafled  over  them.  It  now 
began  to  hail,  fnow,  and  rain,  nor  could  we  find  any 
ihelter  but  the  leeward  fide  of  an  huge  rock.  The  wind 
alfo  rofe  into  a  tempeft,  and  the  weather  was  as  diftref- 
fing  as  any  I  had  ever  experienced.  After  an  abfenc« 
of  an  hour  and  an  half,  our  hunters  brought  a  fmall 
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doe  of  the  rein-rleer  fpecics,  which  was  all  they  hacf 
killed,  though  they  fired  twelve  fhots  at  a  large  herd 
of  them.  Their  ill  fuccefs  they  attributed  to  the  wea- 
ther. I  propofcd  to  leave  half  of  the  venifon  in  the 
fnow,  but  the  men  preferred  carrying  it,  though  their 
ftrcngth  was  very  much  exhaufled.  We  had  been  fo 
Jong  Hiivering  with  cold  in  this  fitaation  that  we  were 
glad  to  renew  our  march.  Here  and  there  were  feat- 
tercd  a  few  crowberry  bufhes  and  ilinted  willows;  the 
former  of  which  had  not  yet  blofTomed. 


Before  us  appeared  a  ftupendous  mountain,  whofe 
fnow-clad  fummit  was  loft  in  the  clouds  ;  between  ir 
and  our  immediate  courfe  flowed  the  river  to  which  we 
Were  going.  The  Indians  informed  us  that  it  was  at  no 
great  diftance.  As  foon  as  we  could  gather  a  fufiicient 
quantity  of  wood,  we  ftopped  to  drefs  fome  of  our 
venifon;  and  it  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  add,  that  wc 
made  a  heartier  meal  than  we  had  done  for  many  a 
day  before.  To  the  comfort  which  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned, I  added  thst  of  taking  ofF  my  beard,  as  well 
as  changing  my  linen,  and  my  people  followed  the 
humanifing  example*  We  then  fet  forwards,  and  came 
to  a  large  pound,  on  whofe  bank  we  found  a  tomb 
but  lately  made,  with  a  pole  as  ufual  ere£ted  befide 
it,  on  which  two  figures  of  birds  were  painted,  anil 
by  them  the  guides  diftinguiHied  the  tribe  to  which  the 
deceafed  perfon  belonged.  One  of  them,  very  uncere- 
monioufly,  opened  the  bark  and  (hewed  us  the  bones 
which  it  contained,  while  the  other  threw  down  the 
pole,  and  having  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  feathers  that 
Were  tied  to  it,  fixed  them  on  his  own  head.  I  there- 
for* 
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fore  conjedlured,  that  thefe  funeral  memorials  belonged 
to  an  individual  of  a  tribe  at  enmity  with  them. 

We  continued  our  route  with  a  confidcrable  degree 
of  expedition,  and  as  we  proceeded  tlic  mountains  ap- 
peared to  withdraw  from  us.  The  country  betweerr 
them  foon  opened  to  our  view,  which  apparently  added 
to  their  awful  elevation.  We  continued  to  defcend  till 
we  came  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  from  whence  our 
guides  difcovered  the  river  to  us,  and  a  village  on  it» 
banks.  This  precipice,  or  rather  fucceiTion  of  preci- 
pices, is  covered  with  large  timber,  which  confifls  of 
the  pine,  the  fpruce,  the  hemlock,  the  birch,  and  other 
trees.  Our  condutStors  informed  us,  that  it  abounded 
in  animals,  which,  from  their  defcription,  muft  be  wild 
goats.  In  about  two  hours  we  arrived  at  the  bottom, 
where  there  is  a  conflux  of  two  rivers,  that  iffue  from 
the  mountains.  We  croffed  the  one  which  was  to  the 
left.  They  are  both  very  rapid,  and  continue  fo  till 
they  unite  their  currents,  forming  a  ftream  of  about 
twelve  yards  in  breadth.  Here  the  timber  was  alfo  very 
large  ;  but  I  could  not  learn  from  our  conduAors  why 
the  moft  confidernblc  hemlock  trees  were  dripped  of 
their  bark  to  the  tops  of  them.  I  concluded,  indeed,  at 
that  time  that  the  inhabitants  tanned  their  leather  with 
it.  Here  were  alfo  the  largeft  and  loftieft  elder  and 
cedar  trees  that  I  had  ever  feen.  We  were  now  fen- 
iibic  of  an  entire  change  in  the  climate,  and  the  berries 
were  quite  ripe. 

The  fun  was  about  to  fet,  when  our  condud^ors  left 
us  to  follow  them  as  well  as  we  could.  We  were 
prevented^  however,  from  going  far  allray,  for  we  were 
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hemmed  in  on  both  fides  and  behind  by  fuch  a  barrier 
as    nature    never    before   prefented  to   ray  view.     Our 
guides  had  the  precaution  to  mark  the  road  for  us,  by 
breaking   the   branches   of  trees  as   they   paffed.     This 
fmall  river  muft,  at  certain   feafon«,  rife  to  an  uncom-. 
iTion  height  and   ftrength  of  current   moft  probably  on 
the  melting  of  the  fnow;  as  we  faw  a  large  quantity  of 
drift  wood  lying  twelve  feet  above  the  immetliate  level 
of  the  river.     This  circumftance  impeded  our  progrefs, 
and    the   protruding  rocks  frequently  forced  us  to  pafs 
through  the  water.     It  was  now  dark,  without  the  leail 
appearance  of  houfes,   though  it  would  be  impoflihle  to 
have  feen  them,  if  there  had  been  any,  at  the  difta?-.re 
of  twenty  yards,  from  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods.     My 
men  were    anxious    to    ftop   for   the  night  ;   indeed  tlie 
fatigue  they  had  fufFered  juftified  the  propofal,  and  I  left 
them  to  their  choice;   but  as    the  anxiety   of  my  mimi 
impelled  forwards,   they   continued  to  follow  me,  till  I 
found  rayfelf  at  the  edge  of  the  woods ;  and,  notwitli- 
{landing  the  remonllrances  that  were  made,  I  proceeded, 
feeling    rather    tliat  feeing  my  way,   till  I  arrived  at  a 
houfe,  and  foon  difcovered  feverai   fires  and  fmall   huts, 
with   people   bufily  employed  in  cooking  their   fifh.     I 
walked  into  one  of  them  without  the  lead  ceremony, 
threw    down    my    burden,    and,   after     fhaking    hands 
with  fome  of  the  people,   fat  dow^n  upon  it.     Tl^ey  re- 
ceived me  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  furprize,  but 
foon  made   figns  for  me  to  go  up  to  the  large  houre> 
which  was  erefled,  on  upright  ports,    at   fome  diftancc 
from  the  ground.     A  broad   piece  of  timber  with    fteps 
cut  in  it,   led  to  the  fcaiFoiding  even  with  the  floor,  and 
by  this    curious  kind  of  ladder  I  entered  the  hoafe  at 
^ne  end;  and  bavnjg  pa^ljcd  three  fires,  at  ec^urJ  diftancts 
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in  the  middle  ot  the  building,  I  was  received  by  feveral 
people,  fitting  upon  a  very  wide  board,  at  the  upper 
end  of  it.  1  (hook  hands  with  them,  and  feated  myfelf 
befide  a  man,  the  dignity  of  whofe  countenance  induced 
me  to  give  him  that  preference.  I  foon  difcovered  one 
of  my  guides  feated  a  little  above  me,  with  a  neat  mat 
fpread  before  him,  which  I  fuppofcd  to  be  the  place  of 
honour,  and  appropriated  to  ftrangers.  In  a  fhort  time 
my  people  arrived,  and  placed  themlelves  near  me,  when 
the  man  by  whom  I  fat  immediately  rofe,  and  fetched, 
from  behind  a  plank  of  about  four  feet  wide,  a  quantity 
ofroafted  falmon.  He  then  diredted  a  mat  to  be  placed 
before  me  and  Mr.  Mackay,  who  was  now  fitting  by 
me.  When  this  ceremony  was  performed,  he  brought 
a  falmon  for  each  of  us,  and  half  an  one  to  each  of  my 
men.  The  fame  plank  ferved  alfo  as  a  fcreen  for  the 
beds,  whither  the  women  and  children  were  already  re- 
tired ;  but  whether  that  circumllance  took  place  on  our 
arrival,  or  was  the  natural  confequence  of  the  late  hour 
of  the  night,  I  did  not  difcover.  The  figns  of  our  pro- 
te6tor  feemed  to  denote  that  we  might  deep  in  the 
houfe,  but  as  we  did  not  underlbnd  him  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  degree  of  certainty,  I  thought  it  prudent,  from 
the  fear  of  giving  offence,  to  order  the  men  to  make 
a  fire  without,  that  we  might  fleep  by  it.  When  he 
obfcrved  our  defign,  he  placed  boards  for  us  that  we 
might  not  take  our  repofe  on  the  bare  ground,  and 
ordered  a  fire  to  be  prepared  for  us.  We  bad  not  been 
long  ferited  round  it,  when  we  received  a  large  difli  of 
falmon  roes,  pounded  fine  and  beat  up  with  water  fo 
as  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  crcain.  Nor  was  it 
without  fome  kind  of  feafoning  that  gave  it  a  bitter 
^afte.     Another  difh  foon  foUoved,  the  principal  article 
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of  which  was  alfo  falmon-roes,  with  a  large  proportion 
of  goofeberries,  and  an  herb  that  appeared  to  be  forreL 
Its  acidity  rendered  it  noore  agreeable  to  my  tafte  than 
the  former  preparation.  Having  been  regaled  with  thefe 
delicacies,  for  fuch  they  were  confidercd  by  that  hofpi- 
table  fpirit  which  provided  them,  we  laid  ourfelves  down 
to  reft  with  no  other  canopy  than  the  fky  i  but  1  never 
enjoyed  a  more  found  and  refrelhin'g  reft,  though  I  had 
a  board  for  my  bed,  and  a  billet  for  ray  pillow. 

(Thurfday  i8.)  At  five  this  morning  I  awoke,  and 
found  that  the  natives  had  lighted  a  fire  for  us,  and 
were  fitting  by  it.  My  hofpitable  friend  immediately 
brought  me  fome  berries  and  roafted  falmon,  and  his 
companions  foon  followed  his  example.  The  former^ 
which  confifted  among  many  others  of  goofeberies, 
whirtleberies  and  rafpberries,  were  the  fineft  I  ever  law 
©r  tafted,  of  their  refpedlive  kinds.  They  alfo  brought 
the  dried  roes  of  fifti  to  eat  with  the  berries. 


.  Salmon  is  fo  abundant  in  this  river,  that  thefe  people 
have  a  conftant  and  plentiful  fupply  of  that  excellent 
filli.  To  take  them  with  more  facility,  they  had,  with 
great  labour,  formed  an  embankment  or  weir  acrols 
the  river  for  the  purpofe  of  placing  their  fifhing  ma- 
chines, which  they  dlfpofed  both  above  and  below  it. 
I  exprefied  my  wilh  to  vifit  this  extraordinary  work> 
but  thefe  people  are  fo  fuperftitious,  that  they  would 
not  allow  me  a  nearer  examination  than  I  could  obtain 
by  viewing  it  from  the  bank.  The  river  is  about  fifty 
yards  in  breadth,  and  by  obferving  a  man  fifti  with  a 
dipping  net,  I  judged  it  to  be  about  ten  feet  deep  at 
Ihe  foot  of  the  falU    The  weir  is  a  work  of  great  labour, 

and 
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and  contrived  with  confitlerable  ingenuity.  It  was  near 
four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  at  the  time  I  faw 
it,  and  nearly  the  height  of  ihe  bank  on  which  I  ftood 
to  examine  it.  The  dream  is  (lopped  nearly  two  thirds 
by  it.  It  is  conftrudled  by  fixing  fmall  trees  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  in  a  flanting  pofition  (which  could  be  prac- 
ticable only  when  the  water  is  much  lower  than  I  favr 
it)  with  the  thick  part  downwards;  over  thefe  is  laid  a 
bed  of  gravel,  on  which  is  placed  a  range  of  Icffer  trees, 
and  fo  on  alternately  till  the  work  is  brought  to  its 
proper  height.  Beneath  it  the  machines  are  placed,  into 
which  the  falmon  fall  when  they  attempt  to  leap  over» 
On  either  fide  there  is  a  large  frame  of  timber-work  fix 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  upper  water,  in  which  paffages 
are  left  for  the  falmon  leading  diredlly  into  the  machines, 
which  are  taken  up  at  pleafure.  At  the  foot  of  the 
fall  dipping  nets  are  alfo  fuccefsfuUy  employed. 

The  water  of  this  river  is  of  the  colour  of  aflfes  milk, 
which  I  attributed  in  part  to  the  limeflone  that  in 
many  places  forms  the  bed  of  the  river,  but  principally 
to  the  rivulets  which  fall  from  mountains  of  the  fame 
material. 


Thefe  people  indulge  an  extreme  fuperfiltion  refpec- 
ting  their  fifh,  as  it  is  apparently  their  only  animal 
food.  Flefh  they  never  tafte,  and  one  of  their  dogs 
having  picked  and  fwallowed  part  of  a  bone  which  we 
had  left,  was  beaten  by  his  mafter  till  he  difgorged  ir» 
One  of  my  people  alfo  halving  thrown  a  bone  of  the 
deer  into  the  river,  a  native,  who  had  obferved  the 
circamiUnce,  immediately  dived  and  brought  it  up,  and, 
.  .  .  ;  hoving 
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having  configned  it  to  the  fire,  inftantly  proceeded  to 
wafh  his  polluted  hands. 

As  we  were  ftill  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea,  I 
made  application  to  my  friend  to  procure  us  a  canoe 
or  two,  with  people  to  conduct  us  thither.  After  he 
had  made  various  excufes,  I  at  length  comprehended 
that  his  only  obje6lion  was  to  the  embarking  venifon 
in  a  canoe  on  their  river,  as  the  fifli  would  inftantly 
fmell  it  and  abandon  ihcm;  fo  that  he,  his  friends,  and 
relations,  muft  ftarve.  I  foon  eafed  his  p.pprehenfions 
on  that  point,  and  dcfired  to  know  what  I  muft  do 
with  the  venifon  that  remained,  when  he  told  me  to 
give  it  to  one  of  the  ftrangers  whom  he  pointed  out 
to  me,  as  being  of  a  tribe  that  eat  flefh.  I  now  re- 
quefted  him  to  furnifli  me  with  fome  frefli  falmon  in 
its  raw  ftate  ;  but,  inftead  of  complying  with  my  wifli, 
he  brought  me  a  couple  of  them  roafted,  obferving  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  current  was  very  ftrong,  and 
would  bring  us  to  the  next  village,  where  our  wants 
would  be  abundantly  fupplied.  In  fhort,  he  requefted 
that  we  would  make  haftc  to  depart.  This  was  rather 
unexpected  after  fo  much  kindnefs  and  hofpitality,  but 
our  ignorance  of  the  language  prevented  us  from  being 
able  to  difcover  the  caufe. 


At  eight  this  morning,  fifteen  men  armed,  the  friends 
and  relations  of  thefe  people,  arrived  by  land,  in  con- 
feqnence  of  notice  fent  them  in  the  night,  immediately 
after  the  appearance  of  our  guides.  They  are  more 
corpulent  and  of  a  better  appearance  than  the  inhabitants 
of  the  interior.  Their  language  is  totally  different  from 
any  I  had  heard;  the  Atnah  or  Chin  tribe,  as  far  as 
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I  can  judge  from  the  very  little  I  faw  of  that  people^ 
bear  the  neareft  refemblance  to  them.  Thev  appear  to 
be  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  character,  and  never  make 
any  hoftile  incurfions  into  the  lands  of  their  neighbours. 

Their  drefs  confifts  of  a  fingle  robe  tied  over  the 
ihoulders,  falling  down  behind  to   the  heels,  and  before 
a  little  below  the  knees,  with  a  deep  fringe  round  the 
bottom.     It  is  generally  made  of  the  bark  of  the  cedar 
tree,  which  they  prepare  as  fine  as  hemp ;  though  fome 
of   thefe    garments  are  interwoven  with  ftrips  of  the 
fea-otter  fkin,  which    give  them  the  appearance    of  a 
a  fur  on  one    fide.     Others  have  ftripes    of  red  and 
yellow  threads  fancifully  introduced  toward  the  borders, 
which  have  a  very  agreeable  effefl.     The  men  have  no 
other  covering  than  that  which  I  have  defcribed,   and 
they  unceremonioufly  lay   it  afide    when  they  find  it 
convenient.     In  addition  to  this  robe,  the  women  wear 
a  clofe   fringe  hanging  down  before  them  about  two 
feet  in  length,  and  halfai  wide.     When  they  fit  dowa 
they  draw  this  between  their  thighs.     They  wear  their 
hair   fo   Ihort,  that  it  requires  little   care  or  combing. 
The  men  have  theirs  in  plaits,  and  being  fmeared  with 
oil  and  red  earth,  inftead  of  a  comb  they  have  a  fmall 
flick  hanging  from  one  of  the  locks,  which  they  employ 
to  alleviate  any  itching  or  irritation  in  the  head.     The 
colour  of  the  eye  is  grey  with  a  tinge  of  red.     They 
have  all  high  cheek-bones,  but  the  women  are  more 
remarkable  for  that  fcjature  than  the  men.     Their  houfeSj, 
arms,  and  utcnfils,  I  fhall  defcribe  hereafter. 

I  prefented  my  friend  with  feveral  articles,  and  alfo 

diftributed  fome  among  otliers  of  the  natives  who  had 
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been  attentive  to  us.  One  of  my  guides  had  been  verr 
ferviceable  in  procuring  canoes  for  us  to  proceed  on 
our  expedition  ;  he  appeared  a!fo  to  be  very  defiroos 
of  giving  thefe  people  a  favourable  impreiTion  of  us; 
and  I  was  very  much  concerned  that  he  (hould  leave 
me  as  he  did,  without  giving  me  the  leaft  notice  of 
his  departure,  or  receiving  the  prefents  which  I  had 
prepared  for  him,  and  he  fo  well  deferved.  At  noon 
I  had  an  obfervation  which  gavr  59.  28.  11.  North 
longitude. 


■•fC^V    f'n 
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A 


^T  one  in  the  aftcrnooti  we  embarked  with  ouP 

fmall    baggage,  in  two  canoes,  accompanied  by   feven 
of  the  natives.     The  ftream  was  rapid,  and  ran  upi- 
wards  of  fix  miles  an  hour.    We  came  16  a  weir,  fucfi 
as  1  have  afready  defcribcd,  where  the  natives  landed 
ws,  and  fhot  over  it  without  taking  a  drop  of  water. 
They  then  received  us  on  board  again  and  we  continued 
our   voyage,  paffing  many  canoes    on  the  rivef,  fome 
With  people  m  them,  and  others  empty.    We  proceeded 
at  a  very  great  rate  for  about  two  hours  and  an  half, 
when  we  were  informed  that  there  we  muft  land,  at 
the  village  was  only  at  a  (hort  diftance.    I  had  ima* 
^ined  that  the  Canadians  who  accompanied  mc  were 

Ect  the 
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the  mod  expert  canoe-men  in  the  world,  but  they  are 
very  inferior  to  thefe  people,  as  they  themfelves  ac- 
knowledged,  in  conducing  thofe  vefleis. 

Some  of  the  Indians  ran  before  us,  to  announce  our 
approach,  when  we   took   our   bundles   and    followed. 
We  had  walked  along  a  well-beaten   path,  through  a 
kind  of  coppice,  when  we  were  informed   of  the  ar- 
rival of  our  couriers  at  the   houfes,   by    the  loud  and 
confufed  talking  of  the  inhabitants.     As  we  approached 
the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  were  almoft  in  fight  of  the 
houfes,  the   Indians   who   were  before  me  made  Hgns 
for  me  to  take  the  lead,  and  that  they   would  follow. 
The  noife  and  confufion  of  the  natives  now  feemed  to 
increafe,  and  when  we  came  in  fight  of  the    village, 
vre  faw    them   running    from   houfe   to    houfe,   fome 
armed  with   bows  and   arrows,    others   with  fpears,  and 
many  with  axes,  as  if  in  a  ftate  of  great  alarm.     This 
very    unpleafant  and    unexpedied  circumftance  I  attri- 
buted to  our  fudden  arrival,  and  the  very  (hort  notice 
of  it  which  had  been  given  them.     At    all   events,   I 
had  but  one  line  of  condudl  to  p,Qrfue,  which  was  to 
walk  refolutely  up  to  them,  without    manifefting  any 
flgns  of  apprehenfion  at  their  hoftile  appearance.     This 
lefolution  produced  the  defired  efFe<^,    for    as  Vfe  ap- 
proached the  houfes,  the  greater    part    pi  ^he  people 
laid  down  their  weapons^  and  came  forward  jtq  meet  ui. 
1  was,  however,  foon  obliged  to  flop  from  the  number 
of  them  that  furrounded  me.     I  fhook-  hands,  as  ufuai 
with  fuch  as  were  the  neareft  to  me,   \vhen  ap  elderly 
man  brok^  through   the  crowd,   and  took   me   in   his 
anps ;  another  then  came,  who  turned  him  away  without 
the  laft  ceremonvi  and  jpai4  me  the  fame  compliment. 
'.'     ■■         '     ■  ; "     '  The 
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The  latter  was  followed  by  a  young  man,  whom  I  un* 
derftood  to  be  his  fon.  Thefe  embraces,  which  at  firft 
rather  furprifed  me,  I  foon  found  to  be  marks  of  re- 
gard and  friendfhip.  The  crowd  prefled  with  fu  much 
violence  and  contention  to  get  a  view  of  us,  that  we  could* 
not  move  in  any  direction.  An  opening  was  at  length 
made  to  allow  a  perfon  to  approach  me,  whom  the  old 
man  made  me  underftand  was  another  of  his  fons.  I 
inilantly  Hepped  forward  to  meet  him,  and  prefented  my 
hand;  whereupon  he  broke  the  firing  of  a  very  hand» 
feme  robe  of  fea-otter  (kin,  which  he  had  on,  and  co- 
vered me  with  it.  This  was  as  flattering  a  reception 
as  I  could  poflibly  receive,  efpecially  as  I  confidered 
him  to  be  the  eldefl  fon  of  the  chief.  Indeed  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  we  had  been  detained  here  for  the  < 
purpofe  of  giving  him  time  to  bring  the  robe  with 
which  he  had  prefented  me. 


The  chief  now  made  figns  for  us  to  follow  him, 
and  he  conduffced  us  through  a  narrow  coppice,  for 
feveral  hundred  yards,  till  we  came  to  a  houfe  built 
on  the  ground,  which  was  of  larger  dimenfions,  and 
formed  of  better  materials  than  any  I  had  hitherto  feen ; 
it  was  his  refidence.  "We  were  no  fooner  arrived  there 
than  he  dire<Sted  mats  to  be  fpread  before  it,  on  which 
We  were  told  to  take  our  feats,  when  the  men  of  the 
village,  who  came  to  indulge  their  curiofity,  were  or- 
dered to  keep  behind  us.  In  our  front  other  mats  were 
placed,  where  the  chief  and  his  counfellors  took  their 
feats.  In  the  intervening  fpace,  mats,  which  were  very 
clean,  and  of  a  much  neater  workmanfhip  than  thofe  on 
which  we  fat  were  alfo  fpread,  and  a  fmall  roafled 
lalmon  placed  before  each  of  us.    When  we  had  fa- 

tisfied 
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tJsfied  ourfelves  with  the  ii(h,  one  of  the  people  who 
came  with   us  from    the  lad  village  approached,  with 
a  kind  of  ladle  in  one    hand,    containing    oil,  and  in 
the  other  fomething  that  reflembled  the  inner  rind  of 
the  cooa-nut,  but  of  a  lighter  colour ;    this  he  dipped 
in  the  oil,  and  having    eat  it,  indicated  by  his  geflures 
how  palatable  he  thought   it.     He   then   prcfentcd  me 
with  a   fmall  piece   of  it,   which  I  chofe    to  tafte  in 
its  dry  ftate,  though  the    oil  was   free    from  any  un- 
pleafant  fmell.     A  fquare  cake  of  this  was   next  pro- 
duced, when  a  man  took    it    to    the  water  near  the 
houfe,  and    having   thoroughly  foaked  it,  he   returned, 
and,  after  he  had  pulled   it  to  pieces  like  oakum,  put 
it  into  a  well  made  trough,  about  three  feet  long,  nine 
inches  wide,  and  five  deep ;  he  then  plentifully  fprinkled 
it  with  falmon  oil,   and   manifefted  by  his  own  example 
that  we  were  to  eat  of  it.     1  juft  tailed  it,  and  found 
the  oil  perfectly   fweet,   without   which    the  other  in* 
gredient  would  have  been  very  infipid.     Tlie  chief  par- 
took of  it  with  great  avidity,  after    it   had   received  an 
additional   quantity   of  oil.     This  diHi  is  confidered  by 
thefe   people  as  a  great   delicacy;   and  on  examination, 
I  difcovered   it  to  confift  of    the    inner  rind  of    the 
hemlock  tree,  taken  off  early    in    fummer,  and    put 
into  a  frame,  which    ihapes  it   into  cakes    of  fifteen 
inches  long,  ten   broad,  and  half  an   inch  thick ;   and 
in  this  form  I  fhould  fuppofe  it  may  be  preferved  for 
a   great  length  of    time.     This    difcovery    fatisfied  me 
refpe£ling  the  many  hemlock   trees   which  I  had  ob- 
ferved  ftripped  of  their  bark.  ' 


In  this  fituation  we  remained  for  upwards  of  three 
hours,  and  not  one  of  the  ^curious  natives  left  us 
!  ,     :  .  during 
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Juring  all  that  time,  except  a  party  of  them,  whom 
the  chief  ordered  to  go  and  catch  fifh,  wliich  they 
did  in  great  abundance,  with  dipping  nett,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Weir. 

At  length  we  were  relieved  from  the  gazing  crowd, 
and  got  a  lodge  eredted,  and  covered  in  for  our  reception 
during  the  night.  I  now  prefented  the  young  chief  with 
a  blanket,  in  return  for  the  robe  with  which  he  had 
favoured  me,  and  feveral  other  articles,  that  appeared  to 
be  very  gratifying  to  him.  I  alfo  prefented  fome  to  his 
father,  and  amongd  them  was  a  pair  of  fcifTars,  whofe 
ufe  I  explained  to  him,  for  clipping  his  beard,  which 
was  of  great  length  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  he  immediately- 
applied  them.  My  diftribution  of  fimiiar  articles  was  alfo 
extended  to  others,  who  had  been  attentive  to  us.  The 
communication,  however,  between  us  was  awkward  and 
inconvenient,  for  it  was  carried  on  entirely  by  figns ,  as 
there  was  not  a  perfon  with  me  who  was  qualified  for 
the  office  of  an  interpreter. 

We  were  all  of  us  very  defirous  to  get  fome  frefli 
falmon,  that  we  might  drefs  them  in  our  own  way,  but 
could  not  by  any  means  obtain  that  gratification,  though 
there  were  thoufands  of  that  fiHi  ftrung  on  cords,  which 
Were  faftened  to  (lakes  in  the  river.  They  were  even 
averfe  to  our  approaching  the  fpot  where  they  clean  and 
prepare  them  for  their  own  eating.  They  had,  indeed, 
taken  our  kettle  from  us,  left  we  fhould  employ  it  in 
getting  water  from  the  river;  and  they  alfigned  as  the 
^eafon  for  this  precaution,  that  the  falmon  dtflike  the 
fmell  of  iron.  At  the  fame  time  they  fupplied  us  with 
wooden   boxes,    which  werfl!  capable  of  holduig  any 

fluid 
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fluid.  Two  of  the  men  that  went  to  fifh,  in  a  canoe 
capable  of  containing  ten  people,  returned  with  a  full 
lading  of  falmon,  that  weighed  from  fix  to  forty  pounds, 
though  the  far  greater  part  of  them  were  under  twenty. 
They  immediately  ft  -nng  the  whole  of  them  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  in  the  river. 

I  now  made  the  tour  of  the  village,  which  confided  of 
four  elevated  houfes,  and  feven  built  on  the  ground, 
befides  a  confiderable  number  of  other  buildings  or  fheds, 
which  are  ufed  only  as  kitchens,  and  places  for  curing 
their  fifti.  The  former  are  conftru£ted  by  fixing  a 
certain  number  of  ports  in  the  earth,  oh  fome  of  which 
are  laid,  and  to  others  are  faftened,  the  fupporters  of 
the  floor,  at  about  twelve  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
ground :  their  length  is  from  an  hundred  to  an  hundred 
and  twenty  feet,  and  they  are  about  forty  feet  in  breadth. 
Along  the  centre  are  built  three,  four,  or  five  hearths, 
ibr  the  two-fold  purpofe  of  giving  warmth,  and  drefling 
their  fifh.  The  whole  length  of  the  building  on  either 
fide  is  divided  by  cedar  planks,  into  partitions  or  apartments 
of  feven  feet  fquare,  in  the  front  of  which  there  are 
boards,  about  three  feet  wide,  over  which,  though 
they  a^e  not  immovably  fixed,  the  inmates  of  thefe 
receffcs  generally  pafs,  when  they  go  to  reft.  The 
greater  part  of  them  are  intended  for  that  purpofe,  and 
fuch  are  covered  with  boards,  at  the  height  of  the  wall 
of  the  houfe,  which  is  about  feven  or  eight  feet,  and  reft 
upon  beams  that  ftretch  acrofs  the  building.  On  thofe 
lalfo  are  placed  the  chefts  which  contain  their  provifjons, 
utenfils,  and  whatever  they  poflel's.  The  intermediate 
fpace  is  fufficient  for  domeftic  purpofes.  On  poles  that 
-'.••♦  s       run 
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fun  along  the  beams,  hang  roafted  fifh,  and  the  whole 
building  is  well  covered  with  boards  and  bark,  except 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  ridge  pole;  where  open  fpaces 
are  left  on  each  fide  to  let  in  !■'[»*  and  emit  the  fmoke; 
At  the  end  of  the  houfe  that  nonts  the  river,  is  a  narrow 
fcafFolding,  which  is  alfo  afcended  by  a  piece  of  timber^ 
with  fteps  cut  in  it ;  and  at  each  corner  of  this  eredlion 
there  are  openings,  for  the  inhabitants  to  eafe  nature. 
As  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  cullom  among  tliem  to 
remove  thefe  heaps  of  excremental  filth,  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  effluvia  does  not  annoy  them. 

The  houfes  which  reil:  on  the  ground  are  built  of  the 
fame  materials,  and  on  the  fame  plan.  A  Hoping  ftage 
that  rifes  to  a  crofs  piece  of  timber>  fupported  by  two 
forks,  joins  alfo  to  the  main  building,  for  thofe  purpofes 
which  need  not  be  repeated. 

When  we  were  furrounded  by  the  rintives  on  our 
arrival,  I  counted  fixty-five  men,  and  feveral  of  them 
may  be  fuppofed  to  ha/e  been  abfent ;  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, calculate  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  at  lefs  than 
two  hundred  fouls. 

The  people  who  accompanied  us  hither  from  the 
other  village,  had  given  the  chief  a  very  particular  ac- 
count of  every  thing  they  knew  concerning  us :  I  was, 
therefore,  requefted  to  produce  my  aftronomical  in- 
ftruments ;  nor  could  I  have  any  objedlion  to  afford  them 
this  fatisfa(£lion,  as  they  would  neceflarily  add  to  our  im- 
portance in  their  opinion. 

Near  the  houfe  of  the  chief  I  obferved  feveral  oblong 

Squares,  of  about  twenty  feet  by  eight.     They  were  made 

Vol.  II.  F  f  oi 
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of  thick  cedar  boards,  which  were  joined  with  fo  much 
neatnefs,  that  I  at  firft  thought  they  were  one  piece, 
They  were  painted  with  hieroglyphics,  and  figures  of 
different  animals,  and  with  a  degree  of  corredtnefs  that 
was  not  to  be  expetSled  from  fuch  an  uncuhivated  people. 
I  could  not  learn  the  ufe  of  them,  but  they  appeared  to 
be  calculated  for  occafional  adls  of  devotion  or  facrifice, 
which  all  thefe  tribes  perform  at  leaft  twice  in  the  year, 
at  the  fpring  and  fall.  I  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
by  a  large  building  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  which 
I  at  firft  took  for  the  half  finifhed  frame  of  r.  "oufe. 
The  ground  plot  of  it  was  fifty  feet  by  forty-five;  each 
end  is  formed  by  four  ftout  pofts,  fixed  perpendicularly 
in  the  ground.  The  corner  ones  are  plain,  and  fupport 
a  beam  of  the  whole  length,  having  three  intermediate 
props  on  each  fide,  but  of  a  larger  fize,  and  eight  or  nine 
feet  in  height.  The  two  centre  pofts  at  each  end  are 
two  feet  and  an  half  in  diameter,  and  carved  into  human 
figures,  fupporting  two  ridge  poles  on  their  heads,  at 
twelve  feet  from  the  ground.  The  figures  at  the  upper 
part  of  this  fquarc  rcprefent  two  perfons,  with  their 
hands  upon  their  knees,  as  if  they  fupported  the  weiglit 
with  pain  and  difficulty :  the  others  oppofite  to  them 
ftand  at  their  eafe,  with  their  hands  refting  on  their  hips 
In  the  area  of  the  building  there  were  the  remains  ot 
feveral  fires.  The  pofts,  poles,  and  figures,  were  painted 
red  and  black ;  but  the  fculpture  of  thefe  people  is  fu' 
pcrior  to  their  painting. 

(Friday  19.)  Soon  after  I  had  retired  to  reft  laft  night, 
the  chief  paid  me  a  vifit  to  infift  on  my  going  to  his 
bed-companioHi  and  taking  my  place  himfcif;  but  not- 

withftanding 
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withftandiiig  his  repeated  entreaties,  I  refilled  this  offer- 
ing of  his   hofpitality. 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  I  was  again  vifited 
by  the  chief,  in  company  with  his  fon.  The  former 
complained  of  a  pain  in  his  breaft ;  to  relieve  his  fuf- 
fering,  1  gave  him  a  few  drops  of  Turlington's  Balfam 
on  a  piece  of  fugar ;  and  I  was  rather  furprifed  to 
fee  him  take  it  without  the  leaft  hefitation.  When 
he  had  taken  my  medicine,  he  requelled  me  to  follow 
him,  and  conducted  me  to  a  (hed,  where  feveral  people 
were  afTemb'ed  round  a  fick  man,  who  was  another  of 
his  Tons.  They  immediately  uncovered  him,  and  (hewed 
me  a  violent  ulcer  in  the  fmall  of  his  hack,  in  the 
fouled  ftate  that  can  be  imagined.  One  of  his  knees 
was  alfo  afflidled  in  the  fame  manner.  This  unhappy 
man  was  reduced  to  a  fkeleton,  and,  from  his  ap- 
pearance, was  drawing  near  to  an  end  of  his  pains. 
They  requefted  that  I  would  touch  him,  and  his  father 
was  very  urgent  with  me  to  admin ifter  medicine  ;  but  he 
was  in  fucli  a  dangerous  ftate,  that  I  thought  it  prudent 
to  yield  no  further  to  the  importunities  than  to  give 
the  fick  perfon  a  few  drops  of  Turlington's  balfam  in 
feme  water.  I  therefore  left  them,  but  was  foon  called 
back  by  the  loud  lamentations  of  the  women,  and  was 
rather  apprehenfive  that  fome  inconvenience  might  refult 
from  my  compliance  with  the  chief's  requeft.  On  my 
return  I  found  the  native  phyficians  bufy  in  pradlifing 
their  (kill  and  art  on  the  patient.  They  blew  on  him, 
and  then  whiftled ;  at  times  they  prelfed  their  extended 
fingers  with  all  their  ftrength  on  hisftomach;  they  alfo 
put  their  fore(ingers  doubled  into  his  mouth,  and  fpouted 
water  from  their  own  with  great  violence  into  his  face. 

Ff  z  T» 
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To  fupport  thefe  operations  the  wretched  fufFerer  was  belj 

up  in  a  fitting  pofture ;  and  when  they  were  concluded,  he 

was  laid  down  and  covered  with  a  new  robe  made  of  the 

Ikins  of  the  lynx.     1  had  obferved  that  his  belly  and  bread: 

were    covered   with  fears,  and   I   underftood  that  they 

were  caufed    by   a  cuftom    prevalent  among   them,  of 

applying    pieces   of  lighted   tonch-w^ood  to    their   fleili, 

in  order   to  relieve  pain  or  dcmonftrate  their   cournge. 

He  was  now  placed  on   a  broad  plank,  and  carried  by 

fix   men  into   the  woods  where   I  was    invited  to  ac 

company   them.     I  could  not   conjc6lure   what   vvoukl 

be   the   end    of  this    ceremony,   particularly    as  I  f^v 

one   man   carry   fire,  another   an   axe,   and  a  thiul  dry 

wood.     I  was,    indeed,   difpofed  to    fufpedl   that,   as  't 

was  their  cuftom   to   burn    the   dead,  they  intended  to 

relieve  the  poor  man  from  his   pain,  and   perform  the 

kft   fad    duty   of  furv"  ing  afFe6lion.     When  they  had 

advanced    a    fliort   diftance    into  the   \yood,   they    laid 

him  upon  a   clear  fpot,   and   kindled  a  fire  againd  his 

back,   when    the   phyfician  began  to    fcarify  the  ulcei 

with  a  very  blunt  inllrument,  the  cruel  pain  of  which 

operation  the   patient  bore   with  incredible    refolution. 

The  fccne  afflidled  me  and  I   left  it. 


On  my  return  to  our  lodge,  I  obferved  before  the 
door  of  the  chief's  refidence,  four  heaps  of  falmon,  each 
of  which  confifled  of  between  three  and  four  hundred 
fifli.  Sixteen  women  were  employed  in  cleaning  and 
preparing  them.  They  firfl:  feparate  the  head  from  the 
body,  the  former  of  which  they  boil ;  they  then  cut 
the  latter  doWn  the  back  on  each  fide  of  the  bone, 
leaving  one  third  of  the  fifh  adhering  to  it,  and  af- 
terwards  take  out  the   guts.     The   bone   is  roafled  tor 

\mmediats 
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Immediate  ufe,  and  the  other  parts  are  drefled  in  the 
fame  manner,  but  with  more  attention,  for  future  pro- 
vifion.  While  they  are  before  the  fire,  troughs  are 
placod  under  thtm  to  receive  the  oil.  The  roes  are 
alfo  carefully  preferved,  and  form  a  favourite  article 
pf  their   food. 


After   I  had  obferved  thefe  culinary  preparations,   I 
paid  a   vifit   to   the    chief,    who   prefented   me   with   a 
roafted   falmon ;  he  then  opened  one  of  his   cherts,  and 
took  out  of  it  a  garment  of  blue  cloth,  decorated  withbrafs 
buttons ;  and  another  of  a  floweied  cotton,  which  I  fup- 
pofed  were   Spanifti ;  it  liad  been  trimmed  with  leather 
fringe,  afier  the  fafhion  of  their  own  cloaks.    Copper  and 
brafs  are   in  great  cftimation   among  them,  and  of  the 
former  they  have  great  plenty  :  they  point  their  arrows 
and  fpcars  with  it,  and  work  it  up  into  perfonal  or- 
naments ;  fuch  as  collat'5,  ear-rings,  and  bracelets,  which 
they  wear  on  their  wrifts,   arms,  and  legs.     I  prefume 
they   find  it  the  moft  advantageous  article  of  trade  with 
the  more  inland   tribes.     They  alfo  abound  in   iron  :    I 
faw  fome   of  their  twifted  collars  of  that  metal  which 
we'ghed  upwards    of    twelve   pounds.      It    is  generally 
beat    in    bars    of   fourteen   inches    in   length,    and  one 
inch  three  quarters  wide.     The  brafs  is  in  thin  fquares: 
their   copper   is   in   larger    pieces,   and    fome  of  it  ap- 
pealed to   be   old   ftills    cut   up.     They    have    various 
trinkets  ;  but   their  manufa<Stured   iron  confifts  only  of 
poniards  and   daggers.     Some  of  the  former  hnve  very 
neat  handles,  with  a  filver  coin  of  a  quarter  or  eighth  of  a 
foliar  fixed  on  the  end  of  them.     The  blades  of  the  latter 
^rc  from  ten  to  tvvelve  inches  in  length,  and  about  four 

inches 
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inches  broad   at  the    top,    from  which  they    gradually 
leiTen  into  a  point. 

When  1  produced  my  indruments  to  take  an  al- 
titude, I  was  defired  not  to  make  ufe  of  them.  I 
could  not  then  difcover  the  caufe  of  this  requeft,  but 
I  experienced  the  good  efFeft  of  the  apprehcnfion  which 
they  occafioned,  as  it  was  very  efFedtual  in  hallening 
my  departure.  1  had  applied  feveral  times  to  the  chief 
to  prepare  canoes  and  people  to  take  me  and  my  party 
to  the  fca,  but  very  little  attention  had  been  paid  to 
my  application  till  noon ;  when  I  was  informed  that 
a  canoe  was  properly  equipped  for  my  voyage,  and 
that  the  young  chief  would  accompany  me,  I  now 
difcovered  that  they  had  entertained  no  perfonal  fear 
of  the  inftruments,  but  were  apprchenfive  that  the  ope- 
ration of  them  might  frighten  the  falmon  from  that 
part  of  the  river.  The  obfervation  taken  in  this  village 
gave  me  52.  25.  52.   North  latitude. 

In  compliance  with  the  chief's  requeft  I  defired  my 
people  to  take  their  bundles,  and  lay  them  down  on 
the  bank  of  the  river.  In  the  mean  time  I  went  to 
take  the  dimenfions  of  his  large  canoe,  in  which,  it  was 
fignified  to  me,  that  about  ten  winters  ago  he  went  a 
confiderable  diftance  towards  the  mid-day  fun,  v/itli 
forty  of  his  people,  when  he  faw  two  large  veflels  full 
of  fuch  men  as  myfelf,  by  whom  he  was  kindly  re- 
ceived :  they  were,  he  faid,  the  firft  white  people  he 
had  feen.  They  were  probably  the  {hips  commanded 
by  Captain  Cook.  This  canoe  was  built  of  cedar, 
forty -five  feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  and 
a  half  in  depth.    It  was  painted  black  and  decorated 

witli 
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with  white  figures  of  filh  of  different  kinds.  The 
gunwale,  fore  and  aft,  was  inlaid  with  the  teeth  of  the 
fea-otter.* 

When  I  returned  to  the  river,  the  natives  who  were 
to  accompany  us,  and  my  people,  were  already  in  the 
canoe.  The  latter,  however,  informed  me,  that  one  of 
our  axes  wa?  mifling.  I  immediately  applied  to  the 
chief,  and  requefted  its  reftoration  ;  but  he  would  not 
underftand  me  till  I  fat  myfelf  down  on  a  ftone,  with 
my  arms  in  a  Aate  of  preparation,  and  made  it  appear 
to  him  that  I  fhould  not  depart  till  the  flolen  article 
was  reftored.  The  village  was  immediately  in  a  ftatc 
of  uproar,  and  fome  danger  was  apprehended  from  the 
confufion  that  prevailed  in  it.  The  axe,  however,  which 
had  been  hidden  under  the  chief's  canoe,  was  foon  re- 
turned. Though  this  inftrument  was  not  in  itfelf  of 
fufficient  value  to  juftify  a  difpute  with  thefe  people,  I 
apprehended  that  the  fufFering  them  to  keep  it,  after 
We  had  declared  its  lofs,  might  have  occafioned  the  lofs 
of  every  thing  v/e  carried  with  us,  and  of  our  lives 
alfo.  My  people  were  diflfatisfied  with  me  at  the  mo- 
ment; but  I  thought  myfelf  right  then,  and  I  think 
now,  that  the  circumftances  in  which  we  were  involved, 
juflified  the  meafurc  which  I  adopted. 

*  As  Captain  Cook  has  mentioned,  that  the  people  of 
the  fea-coaft  adorned  their  canoes  with  human  teeth,  I  was 
more  particular  in  my  inquiries ;  the  refult  of  which  was, 
the  moft  fatisfa^ory  proof,  that  he  was  miftaken  :  but  his 
miftake  arofe  from  the  very  great  refemblance  there  is 
between  humaa  teeth  and  thofc  of  the  fea-otter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    XL 


Renav  ouf  voja^t.  Circumjianccs  if  the  river.  Land  at 
the  houfe  of  a  ch'irf.  Entertained  by  him.  Carried  doivtf 
the  river  with  great  rapidity  to  another  houfe.  Received 
with  kindnefs.  Occupations  of  the  inhabitants  on  its  banks. 
Leave  the  canoe  at  a  fall.  Pcfs  over  land  to  another  vil- 
lage. Some  account  of  it.  Obtain  a  view  of  an  arm 
of  the  fea.  Lofe  our  dog.  Procure  another  canOe.  Ar- 
rive at  the  arm  of  the  fea.  Circumflances  of  it.  One 
of  our  guides  returns  home.  Coafl  along  a  bay.  Some 
defcription  of  it.  Meet  with  Indians.  Our  communi- 
cation with  them.  Their  fufpicious  conduH  towards  us, 
Pajs  onwards.  Determine  the  latitude  and  longitude. 
Return  to  the  river.  Dangerous  encounter  with  thi 
Indians,     Proceed  on  our  journey. 


1793,  JULY. 

(Saturday  18.)  X  xT  one  in  the  afternoon  we  renewed 
our  voyage  in  a  large  canoe  with  four  of  the  natives. 
We  found  the  river  almoft  one  continued  rapid,  and 
in  half  an  hour  we  came  to  a  houfe,  where,  however, 
we  did  not  land,  though  invited  by  the  inhabitants.  In 
about  an  hour  we  arrived  at  two  houfes,  where  we  were, 
in  fome  degree,  obliged  to  go  on  fhore,  as  we  were 
informed  that  the  owner  of  them  was  a  pcrfon  of  con- 

fideration 
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fideration.  He  indeed  received  and  regaled  us  in  the 
fame  manner  as  at  the  laft  village;  and  to  increafe  his 
confequence,  he  produced  many  European  articles,  and 
amongft  them  were  at  lead  forty  poundi  weight  of  old 
copper  ftills.  We  made  our  ftay  as  fliort  as  poflible, 
and  our  hoft  embarked  with  us.  In  a  very  (hort  time 
we  were  carried  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current  to  another 
houfe  of  very  large  dimcnfions,  which  was  partitioned 
into  different  apartments,  and  whofe  doors  were  on  the 
fide.  The  inhabitants  received  us  with  great  kindnefs^ 
but  inftead  of  fifh,  they  placed  a  long,  clean,  and  well 
made  trough  before  us  full  of  berries.  In  addition  to 
thofe  which  we  had  already  feen,  there  were  fome  black, 
that  were  larger  than  the  huckle  berry,  and  of  a  richer 
flavour;  and  others  white,  which  rcfembled  the  black- 
berry in  every  thing  but  colour.  Here  we  faw  a  woman 
with  two  pieces  of  copper  in  her  under  lip,  as  defcribed 
by  Captain  Cook.  I  continued  my  ufual  pradlice  of 
making  thefe  people  prefents  in  return  for  their  friendly- 
reception  and  entertainment. 


The  navigation  of  the  river  now  became  more  diffi- 
cult, from  the  numerous  channels  into  which  it  was 
divided,  without  any  fenfible  diminution  in  the  velocity 
of  its  current.  We  foon  reached  another  houfe  of  the 
common  fize,  where  we  were  well  received  ;  but  whether 
our  guides  had  informed  them  that  we  were  not  in  want 
of  any  thing,  or  that  they  were  deficient  in  inclination, 
or  perhaps  the  means,  of  being  hofpitable  to  us,  they 
did  not  offer  us  any  refreihment.  They  were  in  a  ftate 
of  bufy  preparation.  Some  of  the  women  were  em- 
ployed in  beating  and  preparing  the  inner  rind  of  the 
cedar  bark,  to  which  they  gave  the  appearance  of  flax. 
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Others  were  fpinning  with  a  diftafF  and  fpindle.     One 
of  them  was  weaving  a  robe  of  it,  intermixed  with  ftripes 
of  the  fea-otter  Ikin,  on  a.  frame  of  adequate  contrivance 
that  was   placed    againft  the   fide   of  the  houfe.     The 
men  were  fifhing  on  the  river  with  drag-nets   between 
two  canoes.     Thefe   nets    are  forced   by   poles  to  the 
bottom,  the  current  driving  them   before   it;  by  which 
means  tlie  falmon   coming  up  the  river  are  intercepted, 
and  give    notice  of  their  being  taken   by  the  ftruggles 
they  make  in  the  bag  or  fleeve  of  the  net.     There  are 
no  weirs    in  this  part  of  the  river,  as   I  fuppofe,  from 
the  numerous  channels  into  which  it  is  divided.     The 
machines,    therefore,   are  placed   along  the    banks,  and 
confequently  thefe  people  are  not  fo  well  fupplied  with 
filh  as  the  village  which  has  been  already  defcribed,  nor 
do  they  appear  to  poflfefs  the  fame   induftry.     The  in- 
habitants of  the  lad  houfe  accompanied   us   in  a  large 
canoe.     They  recommended  us  to   leave  ours  here,  as 
the  next  village  was  but  at  fmall  diftance  fiom  us,  and 
the  water  more  rapid  than  that   which   we  had  paiTed. 
They    informed    us   alfo  that   we    were   approaching  a 
cafcade.  I  directed  them  to  (hoot  it,  and  proceeded  myfeif 
to  the  foot  thereof,  where  1  re-embarked,  and  we  went 
on  with  great  velocity,  till  we  came  to  a  fall,  where  we 
left  our  canoe,    and  carried   our   luggage  along  a  road 
though  a  wood  for  fome  hundred  yards,   when  we  came 
to  a  village,  conlifting  of  fix  very  large  houfes,  eredted 
on    palifades,    rifing  twenty-five  feet  from   the  ground, 
which  differed  in  no  one  circumftance  from  thofe  already 
defcribed,    but    the  height   of    their    elevation.     They 
contained  only  four  men   and  their   families.     The  reft 
of  the  inhabitants   were  with  us  and  in  the  fmall  houfes 

which 
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which  we  .pafled  higher  up  the  river.*  Thefe  people 
do  not  feem  to  enjoy  the  abundance  of  their  neighbours, 
as  the  men  who  returned  from  fifliing  had  no  more 
five  falmon;  they  refufed  to  fell  one  of  them,  but  gave 
me  one  roafted,  of  a  very  indifferent  kind.  In  the  houfe 
there  were  feveral  cherts  or  boxes  containing  different 
articles  that  belonged  to  the  people  whom  we  had  lately 
paffed.  If  I  were  to  judge  by  the  heaps  of  filth  beneath 
thefe  buildings,  they  muft  have  been  ereftcd  at  a  more 
diftant  period  than  any  which  we  had  paffed.  From 
thefe  houfes  I  could  perceive  the  termination  of  the 
river,  and  its  difcharge  into  a  narrow  of  the  fea. 

As  it  was  now  half  pad  fix  in  the  evening,  and  the 
weather  cloudy,  I  determined  to  remain  here  for  the  night, 
and  for  th>i  purpofe  we  ooffcffcd  ourfelves  of  one  of  the 
unoccupied  houfes.  The  remains  of  our  lail  meal, 
which  we  bi  ought  with  us,  ferved  for  our  fupper,  as  wc 
could  not  procure  a  fingle  fiih  from  the  natives.  The 
courfe  ot  the  river  is  about  Weil,  and  the  diftance  from 
the  great  village  upwards  of  thirty-fix  miles.  There  we 
bad  lod  our  dog  j  a  circumflance  of  no  fmall  regret 
to  me. 

(Saturday  20.)  We  rofe  at  a  very  early  hour  this  morn- 
ing, when  1  propofed  to  the  Indians  to  rundown  our 
canoe,  or  procure  another  at  this  place.  To  both  thefe 
propofals  they  turned  a  deaf  car,  as  they  imagined  that  I 
fhould  be  fatished  with  having  come  in  fight  of  the  tea. 
Two  of  them  peremptorily  refufed  to  proceed  ;   but  the 

*  Mr.  Johnftone  came  to  thefe  houfes  the  firft  day  of 
the  preceding  month. 

Gg  a  otlicr 
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other  two  having  confented  to  continue  with  us,  we 
obtained  a  larger  canoe  than  our  former  one,  and  though 
it  was  in  a  leaky  ftate  we  were  glad  lo  polTcfs  it. 

At  about  eight  we  got  out  of  the  river,  which  difcharges 
itfelf  by  various  channels  into  an  arm  of  the  fea.  The 
tide  was  out,  and  had  left  a  large  fpace  covered  with  Tea- 
weed.  The  furrounding  hills  were  involved  in  fog.  The 
Wind  was  at  Weft,  which  was  ahead  of  us,  and  very 
flrong ;  the  bay  appearing  to  be  from  one  to  three  miles 
in  biead  h.  As  we  advanced  r.long  the  land  we  faw  a 
great  number  of  fea- otters.  We  tired  feveral  ihots  at 
them,  but  without  any  fuccefs,  from  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  plunge  under  the  water.  We  alfo  faw  many 
fmall  porpoifes  or  divers.  The  white-headed  eagle, 
which  is  common  in  the  interior  parts ;  fome  fmall 
gulls,  a  dark  bird  which  is  inferior  in  fize  to  the  gull,  and 
a  few  fmall  ducks,  were  all  the  birds  which  prefcnted 
themfelves  to  our  view. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  tlie  fwell  was  fo  high,  and  the 
wind,  which  was  againft  us,  fo  boifterous,  that  we  could 
not  proceed  with  our  leaky  veffel ;  we  therefore  landed 
in  a  fmall  cove  on  the  right  fide  of  the  bay.  Oppofite 
to  us  appeared  another  fmall  bay,  in  the  mouth  of  which 
is  an  ifland,  and  where,  according  to  the  information  of 
the  Indians,  a  river  difpharges  itfelf  that  abounds  in 
falmon. 


Our  young  Indians  now  difcovered  a  very  evident  dif- 
pofition  to  leave  us  ;  and,  in  the  evening,  one  of  them 
made  his  efcape.  Mr.  Mackay,  however,  with  the  other, 

purfued 
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purfued  and  brouRlit  him  baik;  but  as  it  was  by  no 
means  neceflary  to  detain  him,  particularly  as  provifions 
did  not  abound  with  us,  I  give  him  a  fmall  portion, 
with  a  pair  of  (hoes,  which  were  neceflary  for  his 
journey,  and  a  Ulk  handke  chief,  telling  him  at  the  famo 
time,  that  he  might  go  and  inform  his  friends,  that 
we  ftiould  alfo  return  in  three  nghts.  He  accordingly 
left  us,  and  his  companion,  the  young  chief,  went  with 
him. 

When  we  landed,  the  tide  was  going  out,  and  at  a 
quarter  part:  four  it  was  ebb;  the  water  having  fallen  in 
that  (hort  period  eleven  feet  and  an  half.  Since  we  left 
the  river,  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  pafled  in  which 
we  did  not  fee  porpoifes  and  fea-otters.  Soon  after  ten  it 
was  high  water,  which  rendered  it  neceflary  that  our 
baggage  fliould  be  fliifted  fevcral  times,  though  not  till 
feme  of  the  things  had  been  wetted. 


We  were  now  reduced  to  the  ncceflity  of  looking  out 
for  frefti  water,  with  which  we  were  plentifully  fupplied 
by  the  rills  that  ran  down  from  the  mountains. 

"When  it  was  dark  the  young  chief  returned  to  us, 
bearing  a  large  porcupine  on  his  back.  Hefiifl;  cut  the 
animal  open,  and  having  difencumbcred  it  of  the  entrails, 
threw  them  into  the  fea;  he  then  fmged  its  fls-in,  and 
boiled  it  in  feparate  pieces,  as  our  kettle  was  not  fufE- 
ciently  capacious  to  contain  the  whole  :  nor  did  he  go  to 
refl:,  till,  with  th?  afl'iftance  of  two  of  my  people  who 
happened  to  be  awake,  every  morfel  of  it  was  de- 
voured. 

I  had 
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I  had  flattered  myiclf  with  the  hope  of  getting  a  dif- 
tance  of  the  moon  and  ftars,  but  the  cloudy  Weather 
eantinually  difappointed  me,  and  I  began  to  fear  that 
I  fhould  fail  in  this  important  objc«Sl ;  particularly  as 
our  provifions  were  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  we  had  as 
yet  no  reafon  to  expedt  any  afTilbnce  from  the  natves. 
Our  ftock  was,  at  this  time,  reduced  to  twenty  pounds 
weight  of  pemmican,  fifteen  pounds  of  rice,  and  fix 
pounds  of  flour,  among  ten  half-ftarved  men,  in  a 
leaky  vefiel,  and  on  a  barbarous  coafl:.  Our  courfe  from 
the  river  was  about  Weft- South- Weft,  diftance  ten  miles, 

(Sunday  21.)  At  forty  minutes  paft  four  this  morning 
it  was  low  water,  which  made  fifteen  feet  perpendicular 
height  below  the  high-water  mark  of  laft  nighr. 
Mr.  Mackay  colleiSled  a  quantity  of  fmall  mufcles  which 
we  boiled.  Our  people  did  not  partake  of  this  regale,  as 
they  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  fea  fhell  fifh.  Our 
young  chief  being  mifiing,  we  imagined  that  he  had 
taken  his  flight ;  but,  as  we  were  preparing  to  depart,  he 
fortunately  made  his  appearance  from  the  woods,  where 
he  had  been  to  take  his  reft  after  his  feaft  of  laft  night. 
At  fix  we  were  upon  ihe  water,  when  we  cleared  the 
fmall  bay,  which  we  named  Porcupine  Cove,  and  fteered 
Weft-South- Weft  for  feven  miles  ;  wc  then  opened  a 
channel  about  two  miles  and  an  half  wide  at  South-Soulh- 
Weft,  and  had  a  view  often  or  twelve  miles  into  it. 
As  I  could  not  afcertain  the  diftance  from  the  open  fea, 
and  being  uncertain  whether  we  were  in  a  bay  or  among 
inlets  and  channels  of  iflands,  I  confined  my  fearch  to 
a  proper  place  for  taking  an  obfervation.  We  fteered, 
therefore,  along  the  land  on  the  left,  Weft-North-Weft 
a  mile  and  an  half;  then  North- Weft  one  fourth  of  a 

mile, 
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mile,  and  North  three  miles  to  an  ifland ;  the  land  con- 
tinuing to  run  North-North- Weft,  then  along  the  ifland, 
South-South-Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft  a  mile  and  an  half, 
and  from  thence  dire<Stly  acrofs  to  the  land  on  the  left, 
(where  I  had  an  altitude,)  South- Weft  three  miles.* 
From  this  pofition  a  channel,  of  which  the  ifland  we  left 
appeared  to  make  a  cheek,  bears  North  by  Eaft. 

Under  the  land  we  met  with  three  canoes,  with  fifteen 
men  in  them,  and  laden  with  their  moveables,  as  if  pro- 
ceeding to  a  new  fituation,  or  returning  to  a  former  one. 
They  manifefted  no  kind  of  miftruft  or  fear  of  us,  but 
entered  into  converlation  with  our  young  man,  as  I  fup« 
pofed,  to  obtain  fome  information  concerning  us.     It  did 
not  appear  that  they  were  the  fame  people  as   thofe  we 
lately  feen,  as  they  ("poke  the   language    of  our   young 
chief,  with  a   different  accent.     They   then    examined 
every  thing  we  had  in   our  canoe,  with  an  air  of  in- 
difference and  difdam.      One  of  them  in  particular  made 
me  underftand,  with  an  air   of   infolence,  that  a   large 
canoe  had  lately  been  in  this  bay,   with   people  in  her 
like  me,  and  that  one  them,  whom  he  called  Macubah^ 
had  fired  on  him  and  his  friends,   and  that  Ben/ins  had 
ftruck  him  on  the  back,  with  the  flat  part  of  his  fvvord. 
He  alfo   mentioned    another   name,    the   articulation   of 
which    1  could  not  determine.     At  the   fame  time  he 
illuftrated  thefe   circumftances  by  the  affiftance   of  my 
gun  and  fword  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  well  deferred 
the    treatment    which    he  defcribed.     He  alfo  produced 
feverat  European  articles,  which  could  not  have  been  long 
in  his   poflefllion.     From  his  condu£l  and  appearance,  I 


*  The  Cape  or  Point  Menzics  of  Vancouver. 
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wifhcd  very  much  to  be  rid  of  him,  and  flattered  myfelf 
that  he  would  profecute  his  voyage,  which  appeared  to 
be  i  I  an  pppofiie  direction  to  our  courfe.  However, 
when  I  prepared  to  part  from  them,  they  rurned  their 
canoes  about,  and  perfuaded  my  young  man  to  leave  me, 
which  I  could  not  prevent. 

We  coaflcd  along  the  land  *  at  about  Weft- South- 
Weft  for  fix  miles,  and  met  a  canoe  with  two  boys 
in  it,  who  were  difpatched  to  fummon  the  people  on 
that  part  of  the  coaft  to  join  thtm.  The  troublefome 
fellow  now  forced  himfelf  into  my  canoe,  and  pointed 
out  a  narrow  channel  on  the  oppofite  (hore,  that  led 
to  his  village,  and  requefted  us  to  fteer  towards  it, 
which  I  accordingly  ordered.  His  importunities  now 
became  very  irk>bme,  and -he  wanted  to  fee  every  thing 
we  had,  particularly  my  inftruments,  concerning  which 
he  muft  have  received  information  from  my  young  man. 
He  aiked  for  my  hat,  my  handkerchief,  and,  in  fhort, 
every  thing  that  he  faw  about  me.  At  the  fame  time 
he  frequently  repeated  the  unpleafant  inteliigenc?  'hat 
he  had  been  fliot  at  by  people  of  my  colour.  At  fome 
diftance  from  the  land  a  channel  opened  to  us,  at 
South- Weft  by  Weft,  and  pointing  that  way,  he  made 
mc  underftand  that  Macubah  came  there  with  his  large 
canoe.  When  we  were  in  mid-channel,  I  petceived 
fome  ftieds  or  the  remains  of  old  buildings,  on  the 
fliore ;  and  a. ,  from  that  circumftance,  I  thought  it 
probable  that  fome  Europeans  might  have  been  there, 
I  diic£li-d  my  fteeifman  to  make  for  that  fpot.  The 
traverfe  is  upwards  of  three  miles  North- Weft. 


*  Named  by  Vancouver  King's  Jiland. 
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Wc  landed,  and   found  the  ruins  of  a  village,   in   a 
fituation  calculated  for  defence.    The   place  itfelf  was 
over  grown  with  weeds,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  houfea 
there  was  a  temple,  of  the  fame  form  and  conftru6lioa 
as    that   which   I  defcribed  at  the  large  village.      We 
were  foon  followed  by  ten  canoes,  each  of  which  con- 
tained from   three  to  fix  men.     They  informed  us  that 
we  were  cxpedled  at  the  village,  where  we  (hould   fee 
many  of  them.     From  their  general  deportment  I   was 
very  apprehenfive  that  fome   hoftile  defign   was  medi- 
tated againft  us,  and  for  the  firft  time  I  acknowledo-ed 
my   apprehenfions  to  my   people.  1  accordinglv  defi'cd 
thfra  to  be   very   much   upon  their   guard,   and   to  be 
prepared  if   any  violence  was  offered  to  defend  them- 
felves  to  the  latft« 

We  had  no  (ooner  landed,  than  we  took  poffeffiom 
of  a  rock,  where  there  was  not  fpace  for  more  thaa 
twice  our  number,  and  which  admitted  of  our  defend- 
ing ourfelves  with  advantage,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be 
attacked.  The  people  in  the  three  firft  canoes  were 
the  moft  troublefome,  but,  after  doing  their  utmoft  to 
irritate  us,  they  went  away.  They  were,  however,  no 
fooner  gone,  than  a  hat,  a  handkerchief,  and  feve- 
ral  other  articles,  were  miffing.  The  reft  of  our  vifitors 
continued  their  prefiing  invitations  to  accompany  them 
to  their  village,  but  finding  our  refolution  to  decline 
them  was  not  to  be  (haken,  they  about  fun-fet  relieved 
us  from  all  further  importunities,  by  their  departure. 

Another  canoe,  however,  foon  arrived,  with  feveti 
ftout  well-looking  men.  They  brought  a  box,  which 
contained  a  very   fine  fea-otter   (kin,  and  a  goat  Ikin, 

Vol.  II.  H  h  that 
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that  was  beautifully  white.  For  the  former  they  dc 
manded  my  hanger,  which,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed, 
could  not  be  fpared  in  our  prefent  fituation,  and  they 
adlually  refufed  to  take  a  yard  and  an  half  of  common 
broad  cloth,  with  fome  other  articles,  for  the  (kin,  which 
proves  the  unrefle£ling  improvidence  of  our  European 
traders.  The  goat-fkin  was  fo  bulky  that  I  did  not 
offer  to  ,iurchafe  it.  Thefe  men  alfo  told  me  that 
Macubah  had  been  there,  and  left  his  fhip  behind  a 
point  of  land  in  the  channel,  South-Weft  from  us;  from 
whence  he  had  come  to  their  village  in  boats,  which 
thefe  people  reprefented  by  imitating  our  manner  of 
rowing.  When  I  offered  them  what  they  did  not  choofe 
to  accept  for  the  otter-fkin,  they  fliook  their  heads, 
and  very  diftindtly  anfwered  **  No,  no."  And  to  mark 
their  refufal  of  any  thing  we  alked  from  them,  they 
emph?t;cally  employed  the  fame  Britifh  monofyllable. 
In  one  of  the  canoes  which  had  left  us,  there  was  a 
feal,  that  I  wifhed  to  purchafe,  but  could  not  pcrfuade 
the  natives  to  part  with  it.  They  had  alfo  a  fifh, 
which  I  now  faw  for  the  firft  time.  It  was  about 
eighteen  inches  in  length,  of  the  fhape  and  appearance 
of  a  trout,  with  ftrong,  fharp  teeth.  We  faw  great 
numbers  of  the  animals  which  we  had  taken  for  fea 
otters,  but  I  was  now  difpofed  to  think  that  a  great 
part  of  them  at  leaft  muft  have  been  feals. 

The  natives  having  left  us,  we  made  a  fire  to  warm 
ourfelves,  and  as  for  fupper,  there  was  but  little  of  that, 
for  our  whole  daily  allowance  did  not  amount  to  what 
was  fufficient  for  a  fmgle  meal.  The  weather  was  clear 
throughout  the    day,    which  was  fuceeeded  by  a   fine 

moon-lighl 
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moon-light  night.  I  direfted  the  people  to  keep  watch 
by  two  in  turn,  and  laid  myfelf  down  in  my  cloak. 

(Monday  22.)  This  morning  the  weather  was  clear 
and  pleafant ;  nor  had  any  thing  occurred  to  difturb 
us  throughout  the  night.  One  folitary  Indian,  indeed^ 
came  to  us  with  about  half  a  pound  of  boiled  feal's 
jlelh,  and  the  head  of  a  fmall  falmon,  for  which  he 
alked  a  handkerchief,  but  afterwards  accepted  a  few 
beads.  As  this  man  came  alone,  I  concluded  that  no 
general  plan  had  been  formed  among  the  natives  to 
annoy  us,  but  this  opinion  did  not  altogether  calm 
the  apprehenfions  of  my  people. 

Soon  after  eight  in  the  morning,  I  took  five  altitudes 
for  time,  and  the  mean  of  them  was  36.  48.  at  fix  in 
the  afternoon,  58.  34.  time,  by  the  watch,  which  makes 
the  achrometer  flow  apparent  time   i.  21.  44. 

Two  canoes  now  arrived  from  the  fame  quarter  as 
the  reft,  with  feveral  men,  and  our  young  Indian  along 
with  them.  They  brought  a  very  few  fmall  fea-otter 
ikins,  out  of  feafon,  with  fome  pieces  of  raw  feafs 
flefli.  The  former  were  of  no  value,  but  hunger  com- 
pelled fome  of  my  people  to  take  the  latter,  at  an  ex- 
travagant price.  Mr.  Mackay  lighted  a  bit  of  touch 
wood  with  a  burning-glafs,  in  the  cover  of  his  tabacco- 
box,  which  fo  furprifcd  the  natives,  that  they  exchanged 
the  beft  of  their  otter  (kins  for  it.  The  young  man 
was  now  very  anxious  to  perfuade  our  people  to  de- 
part, as  the  natives,  he  faid,  were  as  numerous  as  muf- 
quitoes,  and  of  very  malignant  charafter.  This  infor- 
9iatioa   produced   fome  very  earneft  remonftranccs  to 

H  h  a  mc 


i! 


4^4  VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH- 

me  tQ  haden  our  departure,  but  as  I  was  determined 
not  to  leave  this  place,  except  I  was  abfolutely  com- 
pelled to  it,  till  I  had  afcertalned  its  fituation,  thefe 
folicitations  were   not  repeated.      ' 

While    I  was  taking  a  meridian,  two  canoes,  of  a 
larger  fize,  and   well  manned,  appeared  from  the  main 
South- Weft    channel.      Tbey    f^emed   to   be  the  fore- 
runners of  others,  who  were  coming  to  co-operate  with 
the  people   of  the  village,  in  confequence  of  the  mef. 
fage  fent    by   the    two  boys,    which   has    been  already 
mentioned  ;    and   our    young    Indian,   who  underftood 
them,   renewed  his  entreaties  for  our  departure,  as  they 
would  foon  come  to  flioot  their  arrows,  and  hurl  their 
fpears  at  us.     In  relating  our  danger,  his  agitation  was 
ib   violent  that  he  foamed    at  the   mouth.     Though  I 
was  not  altogether  free  from  apprehenfions  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to  difguifc  them,  as  my 
people  were  panic  ftruck,  and  fome  of  them   alked  if 
it   was  my   deterfnination  to   remain  there  to  be  facri- 
ticcd.       My  reply  was  the   fame  as  their  former  im- 
portunities   had   received,   that   I  would  not  ftir  till  I 
had  accomplished  my  objedl ;  at  the  fame  time,  to  hu- 
mour their  fears,  I  confented  that  they  {hould  put  every 
thing  into  the  canoe,  that  we   might  be  in  a  ftate  of 
preparation  to  depart.     The  two  canoes  now  approached 
the  fliore,  and  in  a  fhort  time  five  men,  with  their  fa- 
milies, landed  very  quietly  from  them.     My  inftruments 
being  expofed,  they  examined  them  with  much  apparent 
admiration  and  aftonifliment.     My  altitude,  by  an  arti- 
ficial horizon,    gave   5a.  21.  33;    that  by  the  natural 
horizon   was  52.  20.  48.  North  latitude.* 

*  This  I  io'md  to  be  the  cheek  of  Vancouver's  Cafcadc 
Carnal.  ''■  Thefe 
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Thcfe  Indians  were  of  a  different  tribe  from  thofe 
which  I  had  already  feen,  as  our  guide  did  not  underhand 
their  language.  I  now  mixed  up  fome  vermilion  in 
melted  greafe,  and  infcribed,  in  large  chara6lers ,  on  the 
South-Eaft  face  of  the  rock  on  which  we  had  flept  laft 
night,  this  brief  memorial — **  Alexander  Mackenzie, 
from  Canada,  by  land,  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-three." 

As  I  thought  that  we  were  too  near  the  village,  I 
confented  to  leave  this  place,  and  accordingly  proceeded 
North-Eaft  three  miles,  when  we  landed  on  a  point,  in 
a  fmall  cove,  where  we  fhould  not  be  readily  feen,  and 
could  not  be  attackeed  except  in  front. 

Among  other  articles  that  had  been  ftolen  from  us, 
at  our  laft  ftation,  was  a  founding-line,  which  I  intended 
to  have  employed  in  this  bay,  though  I  should  not 
probably  have  found  the  bottom,  at  any  diftance  from 
the  (hore,  as  the  appearance  both  of  the  water  and 
land  indicated  a  great  depth.  The  latter  difplayed  a 
folid  rock,  rifing,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  from  three 
to  feven  hundred  feet  above  high  water  mark.  Where 
any  foil  was  fcattered  about,  there  were  cedars,  fpruce- 
firs,  white  birch,  and  other  tress  of  large  growth.  From 
its  precipices  iflued  ftreams  of  fine  water,  as  cold  as 
ice.  , 


The  two  canoes,  which  we  had  left  at  our  laft  fta- 
tion, followed  us  hither,  and  when  they  were  preparing 
to  depart,  our  young  chief  embarked  with  them.  I 
was  determined,  however,  to  prevent  his  efcape,  and 
compelled  him,  by   a^ual  force,  to  come   on  ftiore  ; 

for 


246  VOYAGE  THROUGH  THE  NORTH- 

for  I  thought  it  much  better  to  incur  his  difpleaurer, 
than  to  fufFer  him  to  expofc  himfeif  to  any  untoward 
accident  among  ft  rangers,  or  to  return  to  his  father 
before  us.  The  men  in  the  canoe  made  figns  for  him 
to  go  over  the  hill,  and  that  they  would  take  him  on 
board  at  the  other  fide  of  it.  As  I  was  neceflarily  en- 
gaged in  other  matters,  I  defired  my  people  to  take 
care  that  he  fliould  not  run  away;  but  they  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  be  employed  in  keeping  him  againft 
his  will,  I  was,  therefore,  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
watching  him  myfelf. 

I  took  five  altitudes,  and  the  mean  of  them  was  29.  23. 48. 
at  3.  5.  53.  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  watch,  which  makes  it 
flow   apparent  time  i*"  22^^  38' 

In  the  forenoon  it  was     i      21    44 

,         .  Mean  of  bath 

Difference  nine  hours  going  of  the  time- 
piece flow 

.  /        '  I   22   19 

I  obferved  an  emerfion  of  Jupiter's  third  fatellite, 
which  gave  8.  32.  2i.  difference  of  longitude.  I  then 
obferved  an  emerfion  of  Jupiter's  firft  fatellite,  which 
gave  8.  31.  48.  The  mean  of  thefe  ohfervations  is 
8.  32.  2.  which  is  equal  to  128.  2.    Weft  of  Greenwich. 

I  had  now  determined  my  fituation,  which  is  the 
moft  fortunate  circumftance  of  my  long,  painful,  and 
perilous  jou  ney,  as  a  few  cloudy  days  would  have 
prevented  -.e  from  afcertaining  the  final  longitude  of  it.  * 

At 

^  Mr.  Meares  was  undoubtedly  wrong   in  the  idea,  fo 
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At  twelve  it  was  high  water,  but  the  tide  did  not 
come  within  a  foot  and  an  half  of  the  high  water 
mark  of  laft  night.  As  foon  as  J  had  completed  my 
obfervations,  we  left  this  place  :  it  was  then  ten  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  We  returned  the  fame  way  that  we 
came,  and  though  the  tide  was  running  out  very 
ftrong,  by  keeping  clofe  in  with  the  rocks,  we  pro- 
ceeded at  a  confiderable  rate,  as  my  people  were  very 
anxious  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  coaft. 

During  our  courfe  we  faw  feveral  iires  on  the  land 
to  the  Southward,  and  after  the  day  dawned,  their 
fmokes  were  vifible.  At  half  paft  four  this  morning 
we  arrived  at  our  encampment  of  the  night  of  the 
2ift,  which  had  been  named  Porcupine  Gove.  The 
tide  was  out,  and  confiderably  lower  than  we  found 
it  when  we  were  here  before  ;  the  high  water  mark 
being  above  the  place  where  we  had  made  our  fire. 
This  flu(5luation  muft  be  occafioned  by  the  adlion  of 
the  wind  upon  the   water,   in   thofe  narrow  channels. 

earneftly  infifted  on  by  him  in  his  voyage,  that  there  was 
a  North-Weft  pra£ticable  paflage  to  the  Southward  of  fixty- 
nine  degrees  and  an  half  of  latitude,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  has 
been  proved  by  my  former  voyage.  Nor  can  I  refrain 
from  expreffing  my  furprife  at  his  aflcrtion,  that  there  was 
an  inland  fea  or  archipelago  of  great  extant  between  the 
iflands  of  Nootka  and  the  main,  about  the  latitude  where 
I  was  at  this  time.  Indeed  I  have  been  informed  that 
Captain  Grey,  who  commanded  an  American  vefTel,  and 
on  whofe  authority  he  ventured  this  opinion,  denies  that 
he  had  given  Mr.  Meares  any  fuch  information.  Befides, 
the  contrary  is  indubitably  proved  by  Captain  Vancouver's 
fuivey,  from  which  no  appeal  can  be  made. 

As 
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As  we  continued  onwards,  towards  the  river,  we  faw 
a  canoc»  well  manned,  which  at  firft  made  from  us 
with  great  expedition,  but  afterwards  waited,  as  if  to 
reconnoitre  us  ;  however,  it  kept  out  of  our  way, 
and  allowed  us  to  pafs.  The  tide  being  much  lower 
than  when  we  were  here  before,  we  were  under  tlic 
neceflity  of  landing  a  mile  below  the  village.  We 
obferved  that  ftakes  were  fixed  in  the  ground  along 
the  bay,  and  in  fome  places  machines  were  faftened 
to  them,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  to  intercept  the 
feals  and  otters,  Thefe  works  are  very  extenfivc, 
and  muft  have  been  erected  with  no  common  labour. 
The  only  bird  we  faw  to-day  was  the  white-headed 
eagle.  * 

Our  guide  diredlcd  us  to  draw  the  canoe  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  tide  and  to  leave  it.  He  would  not  wait, 
however,  till  this  operation  was  performed,  and  I  did 
not  vfiih.  to  let  him  go  alone.  I  therefore  followed 
him  through  a  bad  road  encumbered  with  underwood. 
"When  we  had  quitted  the  wood,  and  were  in  fight 
of  the  houfes,  the  young  man  being  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  paces  before  me,  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  two 
men  running  down  towards  me  from  one  of  the 
houfes,  with  daggers  in  their  hands  and  fury  in  their 
afpc6l.  From  their  hoftile  appearance,  I  could  not 
doubt  of  their  purpofe  ;  I  therefore  ftopped  fhort»  threw 
down  my  cloak,  and  put  myfelf  in  a  poflure  of  de- 
fence,  with  my  gun  prefented  towards  them.  Fortu- 
nately for  me,  they  knew  the  eiFe<Sl:  of  fire-arms,  and 
inftantly    dropped  their  daggers,    which    were  faftened 


*  This  bay  was  now  named  Mackenzie's  Outlet. 
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by  a  ftiing  to  their  wrifts,  and  had  before  been  held 
in  a  menacing  attitude.  I  let  my  gun  alfo  fail  into  my 
left  hand,  and  drew  my  hanger.  Several  others  fooii 
joined  them,  who  were  armed  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
and  among  them  I  rccogmfed  the  man  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  being  fo  troublelbine  to  uj,  and 
who  now  repeated  the  names  of  Maci.bth  and  Ben/in^ 
fign-fying  at  the  fame  time  by  his  a^ion,  as  on  a 
former  occafion,  that  he  had  been  fhot  at  l)y  them; 
Until  I  faw  him  my  mind  was  undifturbed;  but  the 
moment  he  appeared,  conceiving  that  he  was  the  caufe 
of  my  pref^nt  perilous  fituation,  my  refentment  pre- 
dominated, and,  if  he  had  come  wiihin  my  reach,  I 
verily  believe,  that  I  fliould  liave  termmated  his  info- 
Jence  for  ever. 

The  reft  now  approached  fo  near,  that  one  of  them, 
contrived  to  get  behind  me,  and  grafped  me  in  his  arms. 
I  foon  difengaged  myfelf  from  him  ;  and,  why  he  did 
not  avail  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  which  he  h;ul  of 
plunging  his  dagger  into  me,  1  cannot  conje£lure.  They 
certainly  might  have  overpowered  me,  and  though  I 
iliould  probably  have  killed  one  or  two  of  them,  1  muft 
have  fallen  at   laft. 


One  of  my  people  now  came  out  of  the  wood.  On 
his  appearance  they  inftintly  took  to  flight,  and  with 
the  utmoft  fpeed  fought  flielter  in  the  houfes  from 
whence  they  had  iffued.  It  was,  however,  upwards  of 
ten  minutes  before  all  my  people  joined  me  ;  and  as 
they  came  one  after  the  other,  thefe  people  might  have 
fucceffively  difpatched  every  one  of  us.  If  they  had 
killed  me  in  the  firft  inftance,  this  confcquence  would 
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certainly  have  followed,  and  not  one  of  us  would  have  re- 
turned home  to  tell  the  horrid  fate  of  his  companions^ 

After  having  dated  the  danger  I  had  encountered,  I 
told  my  people  that  I  was  determined  to  make  thcfe 
natives  feel  the  impropriety  of  their  condu(Sl  toward  us, 
and  compel  them  to  return  my  hat  and  cloak,  which 
they  had  taken  in  the  fcuffle,  as  well  as  the  articles  pre- 
vioufly  purloined  from  us ;  for  mod  of  the  men  who 
were  in  the  three  canoes  that  we  firft  faw,  were  now 
in  the  village.  I  therefore  told  my  men  to  prime  their 
pieces  afre(h,  and  prepare  themfelves  for  an  adiive  ufe 
of  them,  if  the  occafion  fhould  require  k. 

We  now  drew  up  before  the  houfe,  and  made  figni 
for  fome  one  to  come  down  to  us.  At  length  our  young 
chief  appeared,  and  told  us  that  the  men  belonging  to 
the  canoes  had  not  only  informed  his  friends  that  we 
had  treated  him  very  ill,  but  that  we  had  killed  four  of 
their  companions  whom  we  had  met  in  the  bay.  When 
1  had  explained  to  them,  as  well  as  it  was  iii  my  power, 
the  falfehood  of  fuch  a  ftory,  I  infifted  on  the  rerto- 
ration  of  every  thing  that  had  been  taken  from  us,  as 
well  as  a  necef&ry  fupply  of  fifh,  as  the  conditions  of 
my  departure  ;  accordingly  the  things  were  rertored,  and 
a  few  dried  fifh  along  with  them.  A  reconciliation  now 
took  place,  but  our  guide  or  young  chief  was  fo  much 
terrified  that  he  would  remain  no  longer  with  us,  and 
requefted  us  to  follow  with  his  father's  ca.ioe,  or  mif- 
chief  would  follow,  I  determined,  howaver,  before  my 
departure,  to  take  an  obfervation,  and  at  noon  got  a 
meridian    ahitude,     making  this  place,   which  I  named 

Rafcars  Village,  52.  23.  43.  North  latitude. 

On 
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On  my  informing  the  natives  that  we  wanted  fome" 
thing  more  to  eat,  they  brought  us  two  falmons ; 
and  wlien  we  fignified  that  we  had  no  poles  to  fet  the 
canoe  againft  the  current,  they  were  furnilhed  with  equal 
alacrity,  fo  anxious  were  they  for  our  departure.  I  paid, 
however,  for  every  thing  which  we  had  recdived,  and 
did  not  forget  the  loan  of  the  canoe. 


\, 
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GHAPTER   XII. 


Return  up  the  river.  Slow  progrefs  of  the  canoe,  from 
the  Jirength  of  the  current.  'The  hofiile  party  of  tht 
natives  precede  us.  Impetuous  condu^l  of  my  people. 
Continue  our  very  tedious  voyage.  Come  to  fome  houfes ; 
received  with  great  kindnefs.  Arrive  at  the  principal^ 
or  Salmon  Village*  Our  prefent  reception  very  diff'erent 
from  that  we  experienced  on  our  former  vijit.  Continue 
our  journey.  Circumfiances  of  it.  Find  our  dog.  Ar- 
rive at  the  Upper,  or  Friendly  Village.  Meet  with 
a  very  kind  reception.  Some  further  account  of  the 
manners  and  cufioms  of  its  inJjabitants.  Brief  vocabu'- 
lary  of  their  language. 


1793'  J"^^- 

JL  HE  current  of  the  river  was  fo  flrong,  that  1 
fliould  have  complied  vvith  the  wiflies  of  my  people, 
and  gone  by  land,  but  one  of  ray  Indians  was  fo  weak, 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  perform  the  journey- 
He  had  been  ill  forne  time  ;  and,  indeed,  we  had  been 
all  of  us  more  or  lefs  afHi<£led  with  colds  on  the  fea 
coaft.  Four  of^  the  people  therefore  fet  off  with  the 
canoe,  and  it  employed  them  an  hour  to  get  half  a 
mile.  In  the  mean  time  the  native,  who  has  been  al- 
ready 
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ready  mentioned  as  having  treated  us  with  fo  much  in- 
folence,  and  tour  of  his  companions,  went  up  the  river 
in  a  canoe,  which  they  had  above  the  rapid,  with  as 
many  boxes  as  men  in  her.  This  circumftance  was 
the  caufe  of  frefli  alarm,  as  it  was  generally  concluded 
that  they  would  produce  the  fame  mifchief  and  danger 
in  the  villages  above,  as  they  had  in  that  below.  Nor 
was  it  forgotten  that  the  young  chief  had  left  us  in 
a  manner  which  would  not  be  interpreted  in  oar  fa^ 
vour  by  his  father  and  friends. 

At  length  the  canoe  arrived,  and  the  people  de- 
clared in  the  moll  unreferved  terms,  that  they  would 
proceed  no  further  in  her ;  but  when  they  were  made 
acciuainted  with  the  circumftances  which  hive  jufl  been 
dcfcribed,  their  violence  increafed,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  men  announced  their  determination  to  attemjjt 
the  mountains,  and  endeavour,  by  pafiing  over  them, 
to  gain  the  road  by  which  we  came  to  the  firfl  village. 
So  refolved  were  they  to  purfue  this  plan,  that  they 
threw  every  thing  which  they  had  into  the  river, 
except  their  blankets.  I  was  all  this  time  fitting  pa- 
tiently on  a  ftone,  and  indulging  the  hope  that,  when 
their  frantic  terror  had  fubfided,  their  returning  reafon 
would  have  difpofcd  them  to  perceive  the  raflinefs  ot 
their  proje6l ;  but  when  1  obferved  that  they  perfiftcd 
in  it,  I  no  longer  remained  a  filent  liftener  to  their 
paffjonate  declarations,  but  proceeded  to  employ  fuch 
arguments  as  I  truflcd  would  turn  them  from  their 
fcnfelefs  and  inipradlicablc  purpofe.  Alter  reproving 
my  young  Indian  in  very  fevcre  terra?,  for  cncouragmg 
;lie  reft  to  follow  their  mad  defigr.  of  palTmg  the 
n^ountains,    I  addrefled  niyfclf  generally  to  them,    ft.itjiip; 
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the  difficulty  of  afcending  the  moL mains,  the  eternal 
fnows  with  which  they  were  covered,  our  fmall  (lock 
of  provifions,  which  two  days  would  exhauft,  and  the 
confequent  probability  that  we  fhould  perifh  with  cold 
and  hunger.  I  urged  the  folly  of  being  afFedled  by  the 
alarm  of  danger  which  might  not  exift,  and  if  it  did, 
I  encouraged  them  with  the  means  we  poffefftd  of 
furmounting  it.  Nor  did  I  forget  to  urge  the  in- 
humanity and  injuftice  of  leaving  the  poor  fick  Indian 
to  languifh  and  die.  I  alfo  added,  that  as  my  particu- 
lar objed>  had  been  accomplifhed,  I  had  now  no  other 
but  our  common  fafety  ;  that  the  fole  wifh  of  my 
heart  was  to  employ  the  bed  means  in  my  power, 
nnd  to  purfue  the  bed  method  which  my  underftand- 
ing  could  fuggefb,  to  fecure  them  and  mylelf  from 
every  danger  that  might  impede   our   return. 

My  fteerfman,  who  had  been  with  me  for  five  years 
in  that  capacity,  inftantly  replied  that  he  was  ready 
to  follow  me  wherever  I  fhould  go,  but  that  he 
would  never  again  enter  that  canoe,  as  he  had  fo- 
lemnly  fworn  he  would  not,  while  he  was  in  the  rapid. 
His  example  was  followed  by  all  the  reft,  except  tv/o, 
who  embarkf::d  with  Mr.  Mackay,*  myfelf,  and  the 
fick  Indian.  The  current,  however,  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  we  dragged  up  the  greateft  part  of  the  way,  by 
the  branches  of  trees.  Our  progrefs,  as  may  bt;  ima- 
gined, was  very  tedious,  and  attended  with  uncommon 
labour;  the  party  who  went  by  land  being  continually 
obliged   to  wait  for  us,     Mr.  Mackay's  gun   was  carried 


*  It  is  but  common  juftice  to  him  to  mention  in  this  place, 
that  I  had  every  rcafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  conduit. 
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but  of  the  canoe  and  loft,  at  a  time  when  we  appeared 
to  ftand  in  very  great  need  of  it,  as  two  canoes,  with 
fixteen  or  eighteen  men,  were  coming  down  the 
ftreani ;  and  the  apprehenfions  which  they  occafioned 
did  not  fubfide  till   they   fhot  by  us  with  great  rapidity. 

At  length  we  came  in  fight  of  the  houfe,  when  we 
faw  our  young  Indian  with  fix  others,  in  a  canoe 
coming  to  meet  us.  This  was  a  very  encouraging 
circumftance,  as  it  fatisfied  us  that  the  natives  who 
had  preceded,  and  whofe  malignant  defigns  we  had 
every  reafon  to  fufpe6l,  had  not  been  able  to  prejudice 
the  people  again 0-  us.  We,  therefore,  landed  at  the 
houfe,  where  we  were  received  in  a  friendly  manner, 
and  having  procured  fome  fifli,  we  proceeded  on  Ou'- 
journey. 

It  was  almoft  dark  when  we  arrived  at  the  next 
houfe,  and  the  firil:  peifons  who  prefented  themfelvcs 
to  our  obfervation  were  the  turbulent  Indian  and  his 
four  companions.  They  were  not  very  agreeable  ob- 
jects; but  we  were  neverthelefs  well  received  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  prefented  us  with  fifh  and  berries. 
The  Indians  who  had  caufed  us  fo  much  alarm,  we 
now  difcovered  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  illands,  and 
traders  in  various  articles,  fuch  as  cedar-baik,  prepared 
to  be  wove  into  mats,  fiflifpawn,  copper,  iron,  and 
beads,  the  latter  of  which  they  get  on  their  own  coafl. 
For  thefe  they  receive  in  exchange  roafted  falmon,  hem- 
lock-bark cakes,  and  the  other  kind  made  of  falmon 
roes,  forrel,  and  bitter  berries.  Having  procured  as 
much  fifh  as  would  ferve  us  for  our  fupper,  and  the 
me^s    of  the  next  day,    all    my    people  went  to    reft 

excep:  one,  with  whom  I  kept  the  firft  watch. 

After 
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After  twelve  laft  night,  I  called  up  Mr.  MaclcDy^ 
and  one  of  the  men,  to  relieve  xis,  hut  as  a  general 
tranquillity  appeared  to  prevail  in  the  place,  I  recom- 
mended them  to  return  to  their  reft.  I  was  the  firll 
awake  i4  the  morrting,  and  fent  Mr.  Mackay  to  fee  if  our 
canoe  remained  where  we  left  it ;  but  he  returned  to 
inform  me  that  the  Iflanders  had  loaded  it  with  their 
articles  of  traffic,  and  were  ready  to  depart.  On  tiiis 
intelligence  I  hurried  to  the  water  fide,  and  felzing 
the  canoe  by  the  flem,  1  fliould  certainly  have  overlet 
it,  and  turned  the  three  men  that  were  in  it,  with 
all  their  merchandife,  into  the  river,  had  not  one  of 
tlie  people  of  the  houfe,  who  had  been  very  kind  to 
us,  informed  me  that  this  was  their  own  canoe,  and 
that  my  guide  had  gone  off  with  ours.  At  the  fame 
moment  the  other  two  Indians  who  belonged  to  the 
party,  jumped  nimbly  into  it,  and  puihed  off  with  all 
the  hafte  and  hurry  that  their  fears  may  be  fuppofed 
to   didlatCi 
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We  now  found  ourfelves  once  more  without  a  guide 
or  a  canoe.  We  were,  however,  fo  fortunate  as  to 
engage,  without  much  difficulty,  two  of  thefe  people 
to  accompany  us  ;  as,  from  the  ftrength  of  the  cur- 
rent, it  would  not  have  been  poffible  for  us  to  have 
proceeded  by  water  without  their  affiftance.  As  the 
houfe  was  upon  an  ifland^  we  ferried  over  the  pe- 
deftrian  party  to  the  main  bank  of  the  river,  and 
continued  our  courfe  till  our  condu6lors  came  to  their 
fifhing  ground,  when  they  propofed  to  land  us,  and 
our  fmall  portion  of  baggage ;  but  as  our  companions 
were  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  we  could  not  acquiefce, 
and  after  fome  time  perfuaded  them  to  proceed  further 

with 
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with  us.  Soon  after  we  met  the  chief,  who  had  re- 
galed us  in  our  voyage  down  the  river.  He  was  feining 
between  two  canoes,  and  had  taken  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  falmon.  He  took  us  on  board  with  him, 
and  proceeded  upwards  with  great  expedition.  Thefe 
people  are  furprifmgly  fkiiful  and  a6tive  in  fetting 
again  ft  a  ftrong  current.  In  the  rougheft  part  they 
almoft  filled  the  canoe  with  water,  by  way  of  a  fpor- 
tive  alarm   to    us. 

We  landed  at  the  houfe  of  the  chief,  and  he  im- 
mediately placed  a  fiih  before  me.  Our  people  now 
appeared  on  the  oppofite  bank,  when  a  canoe  was 
ft  in  for  them.  As  foon  as  they  had  made  their  meal 
of  fifh,  they  proceeded  on  their  route,  and  we  followed 
them,  the  chief  and  one  of  the  natives  having  under- 
taken to  conduct  us. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  two  houfes,  which 
we  had  not  feen  in  going  down.  They  were  upon  an 
ifland,  and  I  was  obliged  to  fend  for  the  walking  party, 
as  our  condu(5lors,  from  the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  refufed 
to  proceed  any  further  with  us  till  the  next  day.  One 
of  our  men,  being  at  a  fmall  diftance  before  the  others, 
had  been  attacked  by  a  female  bear,  with  two  cubs, 
but  another  cf  them  arrived  to  his  refcue,  and  Ihot  her. 
Their  fears  probably  prevented  them  fiom  killing  the 
tv/o  young  ones.  They  brought  a  part  of  the  meat,  bat 
it  was  very  indifferent.  We  were  informed  that  our 
guide,  or  young  chief,  had  paflfed  this  place,  at  a  very 
early  hour  of  the  morning,  on  foot. 

Thefe  people  take  plenty  of  another  fifh,  befides  fal- 
mon, which  weigh  from  fifteen  to  forty. pounds.     This 
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fifli  is  broader  than  the  falmon,  of  a  greyifli  colour,  and 
with  a  hunch  on  its  back  ;  the  flefh  is  white,  but  neither 
rich  nor  well  flavoured.  Its  jaw  and  teeth  are  like  thofe 
of  a  dog,  and  the  latter  are  larger  and  ftronger  than  any 
I  had  ever  feen  in  a  filh  of  equal  fize :  thofe  in  front 
bend  inwards,  like  the  claws  of  a  bird  of  prey.  It  de- 
lights in  fhallow  water,  and  its  native  name  is  Diily. 

"We  received  as  many  fifli  and  berries  from  thefe  people 
as  completely  fatisfied  our  appetites.  The  latter  excelled 
any  of  the  kind  that  we  had  feen.  I  faw  alfo  three 
kinds  of  goofeberries,  which,  as  we  pafled  through  the 
woods,   we  found  in  great  abundance. 

(Thurfday  25.)  I  arofe  before  the  fun,  and  the  weather 
was  very  fine.  The  men  who  were  to  accompany 
us  went  to  vifit  their  machines,  and  brought  back  plenty 
of  fiih,  which  they  ftrung  on  a  rope,  and  left  them  in 
the  river.  We  now  embarked  thirteen  in  a  canoe,  and 
landed  mv  men  on  the  South  bank,  as  it  would  have 
been  impracticable  to  have  ftemmed  the  tide  with  fuch 
a  load.  The  under-wood  was  fo  thick  that  it  was  with 
great  difl&culty  they  could  pafs  through  it.  At  nine  we 
were  under  the  necefiity  of  waiting  to  ferry  them  over 
a  river  from  the  South,  which  is  not  fordable.  After 
fome  time  we  came^o  two  deferted  houfes,  at  the  foot 
of  a  rapid,  beyond  which  our  boatmen  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  conduct  us  by  water.  Here  was  a  road  which 
led  oppofite  to  the  village.  We  had,  however,  the 
curiofitv  to  vifit  the  houfes,  which  were  erected 
upon  ports ;  and  we  fuffered  very  feverely  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  it;  for  the  floors  were  covered  with  fleas, 
and  wc  were  immediately  in  the  fame  condition,  for  which 

wc 
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we  had  no  remedy  but  to  take  to  the  water.  There 
was  not  a  fpot  round  the  houfes,  free  from  grafs,  that 
was  not  alive,  as  it  were,  with  this  vermin. 

Our  guides  propofed  to  condu6l  us  on  our  way,  and 
we  followed  them  on  a  well-beaten  track.  They,  how- 
ever, went  fo  fad,  that  we  could  not  all  of  us  keep 
up  with  them,  particularly  our  fick  Indian,  whofe 
fituation  was  very  embarraffing  to  us,  and  at  length  they 
contrived  to  efcape.  I  very  much  wifhed  for  thefe  men 
to  have  accompanied  us  to  the  village,  in  order  to  do 
away  any  ill  imprefHons  which  n?ight  have  arifcn  from 
the  young  chiePs  report  to  his  father,  which  we  were 
naturally  led  to  expert  would  not  be  in  our  favour. 

This  road  condudted  us  through  the  fineft  wood  of 
cedar  trees  that  I  had  ever  feen.  I  meafured  feveral  of 
them  that  were  twenty-four  feet  in  the  girth,  and  of 
a  proportionate  height.  The  alder  trees  arc  alfo  of  an 
uncommon  fize ;  feveral  of  them  were  feven  feet  and 
an  half  in  circumference,  and  rofe  to  forty  feet  without 
a  branch  ;  but  my  men  declared  that  they  had,  in  their 
progrefs,  feen  much  larger  of  both  kinds.  The  other 
wood  was  hemlock,  white  birch,  two  fpecies  of  fpruce- 
tirs,  willows,  &c.  Many  of  the  large  cedars  appeared 
to  have  been  examined,  as  I  fuppofed,  by  the  natives, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  canoes,  but  finding  irem 
hollow  at  heart,  they  were  fufFered  to  ftand.  There 
was  but  little  underwood,  and  the  foil  was  a  black  rich 
mould,  which  would  well  reward  the  trouble  of  cul- 
tivation. From  the  remains  of  bones  on  certain  fpots, 
it  IS  probable  that  the  natives  may  have  occafionally 
burned  their  dead  in  this  wood. 

Kk  2  As 
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As  it  was  uncertain  what  our  reception  might  be  at 
the  village,  1  examined  every  man's  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  gave  Mr.  Mackay,  who  had  unfortunately 
Joft  his  gun,  one  cf  my  piftols.  Our  late  condu6tors 
had  informed  us  that  the  man  whom  we  left  in  a  dyinjr 
{late,  and  to  whom  1  had  adminiftered  fome  Turlington's 
bnlfam,  was  dead  ;  and  it  was  by  no  means  improbable, 
that  I  might  be  fufpefted  of  hallcning  his  end. 

At   one   in   the   afternoon  we  came  to  the  bank  of 
the   river,   which    was    oppofite  to   the    village,   which 
appealed  to  be   in  a   (late  of  perfefl  tranquillity.    Se- 
veral  of  the    natives    were     fifliing   above    and    below 
the  weir,   and  they   very  readily  took  us  over  in  their 
canoes.     The   people   now  hurried  down  to  the  water 
fide,   but  1  perceived  none  of  the  chief's  family  among 
them.     They   made  fign>   to  me   to   go  to  his  houfe; 
I   figniiied  to   them    not   to  crowd   about   us,    and  in- 
deed  drew    a    line,    bevond   which    I   made   them  un- 
derftand  they  mud  not  pafs.    I  now  directed  Mr.  Mackay 
and  the  men  to  remain  there,  with  their  arms  in  rea- 
dinefs,  and   to  keep  the  natives  at  a  diftance,  as  I  was 
determined  to    go  alone   to  the   chief's  houfe ;   and   if 
they   fhould  hear   the  report  of  my  piftols,  they  were 
ordered  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  from  thefe  people, 
as  it  would  then  be  equally  fruitlefs  and   dangerous  to 
attempt  the  giving  me  any  affiftance  ;    as  it    would  be 
only   in  the  laft  extremity,  and  when  I  was  certain  of 
their  intention  to  deftroy    me,  that   I   fliould   difcharge 
my  piftols.     My  gun  I  gave  to  Mr.    Mackay,   when, 
with  my  loaded   piftols  in    my  belt,   and    a  poniard  in 
tny  hand,  I  proceeded  to  the  abode  of  the  chief.     I  had  a 
v/ood  to  pafs  in  my  way  thither,  which  was  interfered 
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by  various  paths,  and  I  took  one  that  led  to  the  back 
inftead   of  the   front    of  the   houfe  ;    and  as  the  whole 
had    been  very    much  altered  fmce    I  was  here  before, 
I  concluded  that  I  had  loft  my  way.     But  1  continued 
to  proceed,  and  foon   met  with   the  chief's  wife,  who 
informed  me,  that  he  wns  at  the  next  lioufc.     On  my 
going   round  it,  I  perceived  that  they  had  thrown  open 
the  gable  ends,  and  added   two   wings,   nearly  as  long 
as  the  body,  both  of  which  were  hung  round  with  fnlrnon, 
as  clofe  as  they  could  be  placed.     As    I  could  difcovcr 
none   of  the  men,  I  fat   down  upon  a  brge  ftone  near 
feme  women  who  were  fupping    on  falmon    rocs  and 
berries.     They  invited  mc  to  partake  of  their  fare,  and 
I  was  about  to  accept  their  invitation,  when  Mr.  Mackay 
joined  me,  as  both  himfcif  and  all  my  party  were  alarmed 
at  my   being  alone.      Nor  was  his  alarm   leflened  by 
an  old  man  whom  he  met  in  the  wood,  and  who  made 
ufe  of  figns  to   perfuade  him  to  return.     As  he  cnme 
without  his  gun,  I  gave  him  one  of  my  piftols.     When 
I  faw  the  women  continue  their  employment  without 
paying  the    leaft  attention   to  us,    I  could   not  imagine 
that  any  hoftilc  defign  was  preparing  agamft  us  :   though 
the  non-appearance  of  the   men  awnkened  fome  degree 
of    fufpicion  that   I    fliould    not   be  received  with    the 
fame   welcome  as  on   my   former   vifit.     At  length  the 
chief  appeared,   and  his  fon,   who  had  been  our  guide, 
following  him  :  diipleafure  was  painted  in  the  old  man's 
countenance,  and   he  he'd  in   his  hand  a  bead  tobacco 
pouch  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Mackay,  and  which  the 
young  chief  had   purlomed    from  him.     When  he  had 
approached   within   three  or  four  yards  of  me,  he  threvr 
it  at   me  with  great  indignation,   and  walked  away.     I 
followed  him,  however,  until  he  had  paffcd  his  fon,  whom 

1  toafe 
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I  took  bv  the  hmd,  but  he  did  not  make  any  very  cordial 
rct'.!in  to  my  iaiutaiion ;  at  the  fame  time  he  made 
fi<;ns  feu  me  to  d  fcharge  my  piflol,  and  give  him  my 
hanger  which  Mr.  Maikay  had  brought  mc,  but  I  did 
not   pay  the  leaft  atccnlion  to  cither  of  his  demands. 


We  now  joined  the  chief,  who  explained  to  me  that 
he  was  in  a  ft  ae  of  deep  diftrefs  for  the  lofs  of  his  fon, 
and  made   mc  underftand  that  he   had  cut  off  his  liair 
and  blackened  his  face  on  the  melancholy  occafion.     He 
alfo  reprefented  the  alarm  which  he  had  fufFered  refpec- 
ting  his  fon  who   had   accompanied    us ;    as  he  appre- 
hended  wc   had  killed  him,   or  had  all   of  us  per  flied 
together.     When  he  had  finiihed    his  narrative,  I  took 
him  and  his  fon  by  their  hands,  and  requefted  them  to 
come  with  me  to  the  place  where  I  had  left  my  people, 
who  were  rejoiced  to   fee  us  return,  having  been   in  a 
ftate  of  great   anxiety  from  our    long  abfence.     I  im- 
mediately remunerated   the  young  chief  for  his  company 
and  affiftance  in  our   voyage  to  the  fea,  as  well  as  his 
father,  for  his  former  attentions.     1  gave  them  cloth  and 
knives,  and,  indeed,  a  portion  of  every  thing  which  now 
remained  to  us.     The  prefents  had  the  defired  efFe6l  of 
reftoring  us  to  their  favour ;    but  thefe  people  are  of  fo 
changeable  a  nature,    that  there  is  no  fecurity  with  them 
I  procured  three  robes  and  two  otter  fkins,  and  if  I  could 
have  given  fuch   articles  in   exchange  as  they  preferred, 
I   fhould  probably  have  obtained   more.     I   now  repre- 
fented the  length  of  the   way  which  I  had  to  go,  and 
requefted  fome  fiih  to  fupport  us  on  our  journey,  when 
he  ddired    us  to  follow  him    to  the  houfe,   where  mats 
were    immediately   arranged   and   a    fifh     placed  before 
each  of  us. 

We 
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Wc  were  now  informed,  that  our  dog,  whom  we  had 
loft,  had  btH  n  howling  about  the  village  ever  fince  we 
left  it,  and  that  they  had  reafon  to  believe  he  left  the 
woods  at  night  to  eat  the  fifh  he  could  find  about  the 
lioufes.  1  immediately  difpatclied  Mr.  Mackay  and 
a  man  in  fearch  of  the  animal,  but  they  returned 
without  him. 


When  I  manifefted  my  intention  to  proceed  on  my 
journey,  the  chief  voluntarily  fent  for  ten  roafted  falmon, 
and  having  attended  us  with  his  foil,  and  a  great  number 
of  his  people,  to  the  laft  houfe  in  the  village,  we  took 
eur  leave.     It  was  then  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon. 

I  directed  Mr.  Mackay  to  take  the  lead,  and  the  others 
to  follow  him  in  Indian  files,  at  a  long  and  fteady  pace, 
as  I  determined  to  bring  up  the  rear.  I  adopted  this 
meafure  from  a  confufion  that  was  obfervable  among  the 
natives  which  I  did  not  comprehend.  I  was  not  without 
my  fufpicions  that  fome  mifchief  was  in  agitation,  and 
they  were  increafed  from  the  confufed  noife  we  heard 
in  the  village.  At  the  fame  time  a  confideiable  number 
came  running  after  us  ;  fome  of  them  making  iigns  for 
us  to  flop,  and  others  rufhing  by  me.  I  perceived  ailo, 
that  thofe  who  followed  us  were  the  ftrangers  who  live 
among  thefe  people,  and  are  kept  by  them  in  a  flate  of 
awe  and  fubje<Siion ;  and  one  of  them  made  figns  to  me 
that  we  were  taking  a  wrong  road.  I  immediately  called 
^out  to  Mr.  Mackay  to  flop.  This  was  naturally  enough 
taken  for  an  alarm,  and  threw  my  people  into  great 
diforder.  When,  however,  I  was  underftood,  and  we 
had  muftered  again,  our  Indian  informed  us,  that  the 
noife  we  heard  was  occafioned  by  a  debate  among  the 

natives. 
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natives,  whether  they  fhould  fiop  us  or  not.  When, 
therefore,  we  had  got  into  the  right  road,  I  made  fuch 
arrangements  as  might  be  neceffary  for  our  defence,  if 
we  (hould  have  an  experimental  proof  that  our  late  and 
fickle  friends  were  converted  into  enemies. 

Our  way  was  through  a  foreft  of  (lately  cedars, 
beneath  a  range  of  lofty  hills,  covered  with  rocks,  and 
without  any  view  of  the  river.  The  path  was  well 
beaten,  but  rendered  incommodious  by  the  large  Hones 
which  lay  along  it. 

As  we  were  continuing  our  route,  we  all  felt  the 
fcnfation  of  having  found  a  loft  friend  at  the  fight  of 
our  dog ;  but  he  appeared,  in  a  great  degree,  to  have 
loft  his  former  facaciiy.  He  ran  in  a  wild  way  back- 
wards and  forwards;  and  though  he  kept  our  road,  I  could 
not  induce  him  to  acknowledge  his  mafter.  Sometimes 
he  feeiiud  difpofed  to  approach  as  if  he  knew  us;  and 
then,  on  a  Imldcn,  he  would  turn  away,  as  if  alarmed 
at  our  appearance.  The  poor  animil  wa:.  reduced  almoft 
to  a  ikc  ct«>n,  and  we  occafionally  dropped  fomething  to 
fuppoit  him,  until  by  degrees  he  recovered  his_formei" 
fagaciiy. 

When  the  night  came  on  we  ftopped  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  fiom  the  river,  but  did  not  venture  to  make  a 
fire.  E\ery  man  took  his  tree,  and  laid  down  in  his 
clothes,  and  wiih  his  arms,  beneath  the  fhade  of  its 
branches.  We  had  removed  to  a  fliort  diftance  from  the 
path;  no  centinel  was  now  appointed,  and  every  one 
was  left  to  watch  for  his  own  fafeiy. 

(Friday 
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(Friday  26.)  After  a  very  reftlefs,  though  undifturbed 
night,  we  fet  forward  as  foon  as  day  appeared,  and 
walked  on  with  all  poffible  expedition,  till  we  got  to 
the  upper,  which  we  now  called  Friendly  Village,  and 
was  the  firft  we  vifited  on  our  outward  journey. 

It  was  eight  in  the  morning  of  a  very  fine  day  when 
we  arrived,  and  found  a  very  material  alteration  in  the 
place  lincc  we  left  it.  Five  additional  houfes  had  been 
eredled  and  were  filled  with  falmon  :  the  increafe  of  in- 
habitants was  in  the  fame  proportion.  We  were  received 
with  great  kindnefs,  and  a  meflenger  was  difpatched  to 
inform  the  chief,  whofe  name  was  Soocomlick,  and  who 
was  then  at  his  fifhing  weir,  of  our  arrival.  He  im- 
mediately returned  to  the  village  to  confirm  the  cordial 
reception  of  his  people ;  and  having  condu6tcd  us  to 
his  houfe,  entertained  us  with  the  mofl  refpedful 
hofpitality.  In  Ihort,  he  behaved  to  us  with  fo  much 
attention  and  kindnefs,  that  I  did  not  withhold  any 
thing  in  my  power  to  give,  which  might  afford  him 
fatisfa6^ion.  I  prefented  him  with  two  yards  of  blue 
cloth,  an  'axe,  knives,  and  various  other  articles.  He 
gave  me  in  return  a  large  fliell  which  refembled  the 
under  fliell  of  a  Guernfey  oyfter,  but  fomewhat  larger. 
Where  they  procure  them  I  could  not  difcover,  but  they 
cut  and  polifli  them  for  bracelets,  ear-rings,  and  other 
perfonal  ornaments.  He  regretted  that  he  had  no  fea 
otter  (kins  to  give  me,  but  engaged  to  provide  abundance 
of  them  whenever  either  my  friends  or  myfelf  fhould 
return  by  fea ;  an  expedlation  which  I  thought  it  right 
to  encourage  among  thefe  people.  He  alfo  earnellly 
requeued  me  to  bring  him  a  gun  and  ammunition. 
I  might  have  procured  many  curious  articles  at  this  place. 

Vol.  ir.  L  1  but 
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but  was  prevented  by  the  confideration  that  we  muft 
have  carried  them  on  our  backs  upwards  of  three  hundred 
miles  through  a  mountainous  country.  The  young 
chief,  to  his  other  a(5ts  of  kindnefs,  added  as  large  a 
fupply  of  fifli  as  we  chofe  to  take. 

Our  vifit  did  not  occafion  any  particular  interruption 
of  the  ordinary  occupation  of  the  people  ;  efpccially 
of  the  women,  who  were  employed  in  boiling  forrel, 
and  different  kinds  of  berries,  with  falmon-roes,  in 
large  fquare  kettles  ot  cedar  wood.  This  pottage,  when 
it  attained  a  certain  confiftency,  *ney  took  out  with 
ladles,  and  poured  it  into  frames  of  about  twelve  inches 
fquare  and  one  deep,  the  bottom  being  covered  with 
a  large  leaf,  which  were  then  expofed  to  the  fun  till 
their  contents  became  fo  many  dried  cakes.  The  roes 
that  are  mixed  up  with  the  bitter  berries,  are  prepared 
in  the  fame  way.  From  the  quantity  of  this  kind  of 
provifion,  it  muft  be  a  principal  article  of  food,  and 
probably  of  traffic.  Thefe  people  have  alfo  portable  cherts 
of  cedar,  in  which  they  pack  them,  as  well  as  their 
falmon,  both  dried  and  roafted.  It  appeared  to  me,  that 
they  eat  no  flefh,  except  fuch  as  the  fea  may  afford 
them,  as  that  of  the  fea-ottcr  and  the  feal.  The  only 
inftance  we  obferved  to  the  contrary,  was  in  the  young 
Indian  who  accompanied  us  among  the  iilands,  and  has 
been  already  mentioned  as  feafting  on  the  flefh  of  a 
porcupine :  whether  this  be  their  cuftom  throughout 
the  year,  or  only  during  the  feafon  of  the  falmon  fifhery ; 
or,  whether  there  were  any  cafts  of  them,  as  in  India, 
1  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  they  are  not  hunters ;  and  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  abhorrence   they  expreffcd  at  fome  venifon  which 
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we  brought  to  their  village.  During  our  former  vifit 
to  thefe  people,  they  requeued  us  not  to  difcharje  our 
Are-arms,  lell  the  report  fhould  frighten  away  the 
falmon,  but  now  they  exprelFed  a  wifli  that  I  Hiould 
explain  the  ufe  and  management  of  them.  Though 
their  demeanour  to  us  was  of  the  moft  friendly  na- 
ture, and  they  appeared  without  any  arms,  except  a  few 
who  accidentally  had  their  daggers,  I  did  not  think  it 
altogether  prudent  to  dilcharge  our  pieces;  I  therefore 
fired  one  of  my  pirtols  at  a  tree  marked  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  when  I  put  four  out  of  five  buck-fhot,  with 
which  it  was  loaded,  into  the  circle,  to  their  extreme 
ailoniihment  and  admiration. 

Thefe  people  were  in  general  of  the  middle  ftature, 
well-fet,  and  better  clothed  with  flefh  than  any  of  the 
natives  of  the  interior  country.  Their  faces  are  rounds 
with  high  cheek  bones,  and  their  complexion  between 
the  olive  and  the  copper.  They  have  fmall  grey  eyes  with 
a  tinge  of  red;  they  have  wedge  heads,  and  their  hair 
is  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  inclining  to  black.  Some 
wear  it  long,  keep  it  well  combed,  and  let  it  hang 
loofe  over  their  (houlders,  while  they  divide  and  tie  it 
in  knots  over  the  temples.  Others  arrange  its  plaits* 
and  bedawb  it  with  brown  earth,  fo  as  to  render  it 
impervious  to  the  comb;  they,  therefore,  carry  a  bodkin 
about  them  to  eal'c  the  frequent  irritation,  which  may 
be  fuppofcd  to  proceed  from  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  head. 
The  women  are  inclined  to  be  fat,  wear  their  hair  /hort, 
and  appear  to  be  very  fubje£t  to  fwelled  legs ;  a  malady 
that  probably  proceeds  from  the  pofture  in  which  they 
are  always  fitting  ;  as  they  are  chiefly  employed  in  the 
domeftlc    engagements  of  fpinning,  weaving,  preparing 
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the    fifh,    and  nurfing  their  children,  who   did  not  ap- 
pear to  be   numerous.     Their  cradle   differed  from  any 
that  I  had  feen  ;    it    confiftcd  of  a   frame  fixed  round 
a  hoard  of  fufficient  length,  in  which  the  child,  after  it 
has  been  fwathed,  is  placed   on  a  bed  of  mofs,  and  a 
conduflor  contrived  to  carry  off  the  urinary   difchan^e. 
They  are  flung  over  one  flioulder  by  means  of  a  cord 
faftened   under   the  other,  fo  that  the  infant  is   always 
in  a   pofition  to  be  readily  applied  to  the  bieaft,  when 
it  requires  nourifliment.    I  faw  feveral  whofe  heads  were 
inclofcd  in  boards  covered  with  leather,  till  they  attain 
the  form  of  a  wedge.     The  women   wear  no  clothing 
but  the  robe,  either  loofe  or  tied  round  the  middle  with 
a  girdle,  as  the  occafion  may  require,  with  the  addition 
of  a  fringed   apron,    already  mentioned,  and  a  cap,  in 
the    form  of  an  inverted  bowl    or  difli.     To  the  robe 
and  cap,  the  men  add,   when   it   rains,  a  circular  mat 
with    an  opening  in  the  middle  fufficient  to  admit  the 
head,  which,  extending  over  the  fhoulders,  throws  off 
the  wet.     They  alfo  occadonaily  wear  fhoes  of  drcffed 
moofe-fkin,  for  which  they  are  indebted  lo  their  neigh- 
bours.    Thofe  parts,  which  among  all  civilized  nations 
are  covered  from  familiar  view,  are  here  openly  expofed. 


They  are  altogether  dependant  on  the  fea  and  rivers 
for  their  fuflenance,  fo  that  they  may  be  confidered  as 
a  Aationary  people  ;  hence  it  is  that  the  men  engage 
in  thofe  toilfome  employment!!,  which  the  tribes  who 
fupport  themfelves  by  the  chafe  leave  entirely  to  the 
women.  Polygamy  is  permitted  among  them  ;  though, 
according  to  my  obfervation,  moft  of  the  men  were 
fatisfied  with  one  wife,  with  whom,  however,  chaftity 
is  not  confidered  as  a  neceflfary  virtue.     1  faw  but  one 

woman 
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woman  whofe  under  lip  was  fplit  and  disfigured  with 
an  appendant  ornament.  The  men  frequently  bathe, 
and  the  boys  are  continually  in  the  water.  They  have 
nets  and  lines  of  various  kinds  and  fixes,  which  are 
made  of  cedar  bark,  and  would  not  be  known  from  thofe 
made  of  hemp.  Their  hooks  confift  of  two  pieces  of 
wood  or  bone,  forming,  when  fixed  together,  an  ob- 
tufe  angle. 

Their  fpears  or  darts  are  from  four  to  fixteen  feet 
in  length,  the  barb  or  point  being  fixed  in  a  focket, 
which,  when  the  animal  is  flruck,  flips  from  it  :  thus 
the  barb  being  faflened  by  a  firing  to  the  handle,  re- 
mains as  a  buoy  ;  or  enables  the  aquatic  hunter  to  tire 
and  take  his  prey.  They  are  employed  againfl  fea 
otters,  feals,  and  large  fifh. 

Their  hatchets  are  made  principally  of  about  fourteen 
inches  of  bar-iron,  fixed  into  a  wooden  handle,  as  I 
have  already  defcribed  them  ;  though  they  have  fome 
of  bone  or  horn  :  with  ihcfe,  a  mallet  and  wooden 
wedge,  they  hew  their  timbers  and  form  their  planks. 
They  muft  alfo  have  other  tools  with  which  they  com- 
plete and  polifh  their  work,  but  my  flay  was  fo  fhort, 
my  anxiety  fo  great,  and  my  fituation  fo  critical,  that 
many  circumflances  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  efcaped 
me. 

Their  canoes  are  made  out  of  the  cedar  tree,  and 
will  carry  from  eight  to  fifty  perfons. 


Their  warlike  weapons,    which,     as    far  as  I  could 
judge,  they  very  feldom  have  occaflon  to  employ,  are 

bows 
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bows  and  arrows,  fpears,  and  daggers.  The  arrows 
are  fuch  as  have  been  already  defcribed,  but  rather  of 
a  (lighter  make.  The  bows  are  not  more  than  two 
feet  and  an  half  in  length  ;  they  are  formed  of  a  flip 
of  red  cedar;  the  grain  being  on  one  fide  untouched 
with  any  tool,  while  the  other  is  fecured  with  finews 
attached  to  it  by  a  kind  of  glue.  Though  this  weapon 
has  a  very  flender  appearance,  it  throws  an  arrow 
with  great  force,  and  to  a  confiderable  diflance.  Their 
fpears  are  about  ten  feet  long,  and  pointed  with  iron. 
Their  daggers  are  of  various  kinds,  being  of  Britiih, 
Spanifh,  and  American  manufa£ture. 


Their  houfehold  furniture  confifts  of  boxes,  troughs, 
aiid  difhes  formed  of  wood,  with  different  veflels  made 
of  watapc.  Thefe  are  employed,  according  to  their 
feveral  applications,  to  contain  their  valuables  and  pro- 
vitions,  as  well  as  for  culinary  purpofes,  and  to  carry 
water.  The  women  make  ufe  of  mufcle- (hells  to 
fplit  and  clean  their  fi(h,  and  which  are  very  well 
adapted  to  that  purpofe. 

Their  orna*>ients  are  necklaces,  collars,  bracelets  for 
the  arms,   wrids,  and  legs,   with  ear-rings,   &c. 

They  burn  their  dead,  and  difplay  their  mourning, 
by  cutting  their  hair  fhort,  and  blackening  their  faces. 
Though  I  faw  feveral  places  where  bodies  had  been 
burned,  I  was  furprifed  at  not  feeing  any  tomb  or 
memorial  of  the  dead,  particularly  when  their  neigh- 
bours are  fo  fuperftitioufly  attentive  to  the  ercdtion  and 

prefervation  of  them. 

From 
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From  the  number  of  their  canoes,  as  well  as  the 
quantity  of  their  cherts  and  boxes,  to  contain  their 
moveables,  as  well  as  the  infufficiency  of  their  houfes 
to  guard  againft  the  rigours  of  a  feverc  wintei,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  ground  around  their  habitations, 
it  is  evident  that  thefe  people  refide  here  only  during 
the  fummer  or  falmon  feafon,  which  does  not  proba- 
bly laft  more  than  three  months.  It  may  be  reafona- 
bly  inferred,  therefore,  that  they  have  villages  on  the 
fea-coaft,  which  they  inhabit  during  the  reft  of  the 
year.  There  it  may  be  fuppofed  they  leave  the  fick, 
the  infirm,  and  the  aged  ;  and  thither  they  may  bear 
the  afties  of  thofe  who  die  at  the  place  of  their  fummer 
refidence. 


Of  their  religion  I  can  fay  but  little,  as  my  means 
of  obfervation  were  very  contradled.  I  could  difcover, 
however,  that  they  believed  in  a  good  and  an  evil 
fpiiit :  and  that  they  have  fome  forms  of  worfhip  to 
conciliate  the  protecSlion  of  one,  and  perhaps  to  avert 
the  enmity  of  the  other,  is  apparent  from  the  temples 
which  I  have  defcribed;  and  where,  at  ftated  periods, 
it  may  be  prefumed  they  hold  the  leafts,  and  perform 
the  facrifices,  which  their  religion,  whatever  it  may  be, 
has  inftituted  as  the  ceremonials  of  their  public  worftiip. 


From  the  very  little  I  could  difcover  of  their  go- 
vernment, it  is  altogether  different  from  any  political 
regulation  which  had  been  remarked  by  me  among  the 
favage  tribes.  It  is  on  this  river  alone  that  one  man 
appears  to  have  an  exclufivc  and  hereditary  right  to 
what  was  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  thofe  who  are 
aiTociated  with  him.    I  allude  to  the  falmon  weir,  or 

fifliing 
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fiHiing  place,  the  fole  right  to  which  confers  on  the 
chief  an  arbitrary  power.  Thofc  embankments  could 
not  have  been  formed  without  a  very  great  and  aflb- 
ciated  labour  ;  and,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  on  il;c 
condition  that  thofe  who  aflidcd  in  conflru6ling  it 
fliould  enjoy  a  participating  right  in  the  advant.igcs 
to  be  derived  from  it.  Neverthelefs,  it  evidently  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  the  chief's  power  over  it  and  the 
people,  was  unlimited  and  without  control.  No  one 
could  fifli  v'itbout  his  permifTion,  or  carry  home  a 
larger  portion  of  ^"hat  he  had  caught,  than  was  fet 
apart  for  him.  No  one  could  build  a  houfe  with< 
out  his  confent  ;  anu  all  his  commands  appeared  to 
be  followed  with  implicit^  obedience.  The  people  at 
large  feemed  to  be  on  a  perfedl  equality,  while  the 
ftrangers  among  them  were  obliged  to  obey  the  com- 
mands of  the  natives  in  general,  or  quit  the  village. 
They  appear  to  be  of  a  friendly  difpofition,  but  they 
are  fubjeft  to  fudden  guds  of  paflion,  which  are  as 
quickly  compofed ;  and  the  tranfition  is  inftantaneous, 
from  violent  irritation  to  the  mod  tranquil  demeanor. 
Of  the  many  tribes  of  favage  people  whom  I  have 
feen,  thefe  appear  to  be  the  mod  fufceptible  of  civi- 
lization. They  might  foon  be  brought  to  cultivate 
the  little  ground  about  them  which  is  capable  of  it. 
There  is  a  narrow  border  of  a  rich  black  foil,  on 
either  fiJe  of  the  river,  over  a  bed  of  gravel,  which 
would  yield  any  grain  or  fruit,  that  are  common  to 
fimilar  latitudes  in  Europe. 


Til.; 
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The  very  few  words  which  I  colleded  of  their  lan- 
guage, arc  as  follow : —  : .   !     ; 


Zimillc, 

Salmoti. 

Dilly. 

A  fifh  of  the  fize  of  a 
canine  teeth. 

falirioh,  with 

Sepnasi 

Hair  of  the  head; 

.    >j; 

KietiSy 

An  axe. 

•  . 

Clougus, 

Eyes. 

"•' 

Ilzas, 

Teeth. 

1           ) . 

Ma-acza, 

Nofc. 

^;)        \ 

Ich-yeh, 

Leg. 

Shous  fhey. 

Hand. 

Watts, 

Dog. 

Zia-achle, 

Houfe. 

• 

Zimnet, 

Bark  mat  robe. 

Couloun, 

Beaver  or  otter  ditto. 

* 

Dichts, 

•    Stone. 

•  .  ;. 

Neach, 

Fire. 

•_ 

Ulkan, 

Water. 

•  ■' 

Gits  com, 

A  mat. 

Shiggimia, 

Threadi     - 

Till-kewan, 

Cheft  or  box. 

Tlilogatt, 

Cedar  bark. 

Achimoul, 

Beads  got  upon  their  coaft. 

Il-caiette, 

A  bonnet. 

«'\ 

Couny, 

A  clam  flieli. 

JL    '. 

Nbchafky, 

A  difh  compofed  of  berries  and  (aK 

mon  roes. 

CaifFre. 

What? 

i  .     •  1      ■■ 

ol.  II, 

Mm 

..t 

CHAP. 

;;! 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

l^avi  tht  Fritndly  Villagt.  jftttntioMs  of  the  natives  at 
our  departure.  Stop  to  divide  our  provijions.  Bc?ln 
to  afcend  the  mountains,  Circumftances  of  the  afctnt. 
"Journey  continued.  Arrive  at  the  place  front  whence 
we  fet  out  by  land.  Meet  with  Indians  there.  Find  the 
canoe,  and  all  the  other  articles  in  a  Jiate  of  pcrftd 
fecurity  and  prefervation.  Means  employed  to  compel 
the  refioration  of  articles  which  were  afterwards  Jlolcn. 
Proceed  on  our  homeward-hound  voyage.  Some  account  of 
the  native!'  on  the  river.  The  canoe  is  run  on  a 
rock,  l^c,  Circumjiances  of  the  voyage.  Enter  the 
Peace  River,  Statement  of  courfes.  Continue  our  route, 
Circumftances  of  it.  Proceed  onwards  in  a  fmall  canoe, 
with  an  Indian,  to  the  lower  fort,  leaving  the  rtji  of 
the  people  to  follow  me,  Arrivo  at  Fort  Chepewyan, 
The  voyage  concluded. 


I793»  Ju^^« 

jt\^  eleven  in  the  morning  we  left  this  place,  which 
I  called  Friendly  Village,  accompanied  by  every  man 
belonging  to  it,  who  attended  us  about  a  mile,  when 
we  took  a  cordial  leave  of  them;  and  if  we  might  judge 
from  appearances,  they  parted  from  us  with  regret. 

In  a  (hort  time  we  halted,  to  make  a  divifion  of  our 
fiHii  and  each  man  had  about  twenty  pounds  weight  of 

it, 


WEST  CONTINENT  OF  AMERICA.      475 

ie,  except  Mr.  Maclcay  and  myfelf,  who  were  content 
with  (liorter  allowance,  that  we  iright  have  lefs  weight 
to  carry.  We  had  alfo  a  little  flour,  and  fome  pem- 
mican.  Having  conopleted  this  arrangement  with  all 
poflible  expedition,  we  proceeded  onwardi,  the  ground 
rifing  gradually,  as  we  continued  our  route.  When 
we  were  clear  of  the  wood,  we  Ow  the  mountain  towering 
above,  and  apparently  of  impra<f\icable  afcent.  We  foon 
came  to  the  fork  of  the  river,  which  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  precipice,  where  the  ford  was  three  feet  deep,  and 
very  rapid.  Our  young  Indian,  thoigh  much  recovered, 
was  dill  too  weak  to  crofs  the  water,  and  with  fome 
difficulty  I  carried  him  over  on  my  back. 


It  was  now  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  had  to 
afcend  the  fummit  of  the  firft  mountain  before  night 
came  on,  in  order  to  look  for  water.  I  left  the  Tick 
Indian,  with  his  companion  and  one  of  my  men,  to 
follow  us,  as  his  ilrength  would  permit  him.  The  fa- 
tigue of  afcending  thefe  precipices  I  ihall  not  attempt 
to  defcribe ;  it  was  pad  five  when  we  arrived  at  a 
fpot  where  we  could  get  water,  and  in  fuch  an  extre- 
mity of  wearinefs,  that  it  was  with  great  pain  any  of 
us  could  crawl  about  to  gather  wood  for  the  neceifary 
purpofe  of  making  a  fire.  To  relieve  our  anxiety  which 
began  to  increafe  every  moment  for  the  iituation  of 
the  Indian,  about  feven  he  and  his  companions  arrived  ; 
when  we  confoled  ourfelves  by  fitting  round  a  blazing 
fire,  talking  of  paft  dangers,  and  indulging  the  delightful 
refle(Stion  that  we  were  thus  far  advanced  on  our 
homeward  journey.  Nor  was  it  poflible  to  be  in  this 
fituation  without  contemplating  the  wonders  of  it.  Such 
was  the  depth  of  the  precipices  below,  and  the  height 

M  m  2  of 
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pfthe  mountains  above,  with  the  rude  and  wild  magitr-^ 
hcence  of  thr  fcenery  around,  that  1  fliall  not  attempt 
to  defcribe  fuch  9n  ailonifhing  and  awful  combination 
pf  objedits ;  of  which,  indeed,  no  defcription  can  convey 
an  adequate  idea.  Even  at  ihis  place,  which  is  only, 
as  it  were,  the  firft  ftep  towards  gaining  the  fumiiiit  of 
the  mountains,  the  climate  was  very  fenfibly  changed. 
The  air  that  fanned  the  village,  which  we  left  at  noon, 
Wras  mild  and  cheering ;  the  grafs  was  verdant,  and  tho 
wild  fruits  ripe  around  it.  But  here  the  fnow  was  not 
yet  diflblved,  the  ground  was  ftill  bound  by  the  froft,  the 
lierbage  had  fcarce  begun  to  fpring,  and  the  crowberry 
bufhes  were  juft  beginning  to  blofibm. 

(Saturday  27,)  So  great  was  our  fatigue  of  yefterday, 
that  it  was  late  before  we  proceeded  to  return  over  the 
mountains,  by  the  fame  route  which  we  had  followed 
^n  our  outward  journey.  There  was  little  or  no  change 
in  the  appearance  of  the  mountains  fince  we  prJed 
them,   though  the  weather  was  very  fine. 

(Sunday  a8.)  At  nine  this  morning  we  arrived  at  a  fpot, 
where  we  flept  with  the  natives  on  the  16th  inftant, 
and  found  our  pemmicaii  in  good  condition  where  wa 
had  buried  it. 


The  latitude  of  this  place,  by  obfervation,  when  I 
paired,  I  found  to  be  52.  46.  3a,  I  now  took  time, 
and  the  didance  between  fun  and  moon.  I  had  alfo 
^n  azimuth,  to  afcertain  the  variation. 

4 

We  continued  our  route  with  fine  weather,  and 
lyithput  x^e^^ing  v^  fip^le  perlbu  on  our  way,  the  na- 
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t'lves  being  all  gone,  as  we  fuppofed,  to  the  Great 
River,  We  recovered  ail  our  hidden  (lores  of  provU 
fions,  and  arrived  about  two  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday, 
Augud  the  4th,  at  the  place  which  we  had  left  a  month 
before. 


A  confiderable  number  of  Indians  were  encamped  on 
the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  fmail  river,  and  in  confequencc 
of  the  weather,  confined  to  their  lodges :  as  they  muft 
have  heard  of,  if  not  feen,  us,  and  our  arms  being 
out  of  order  from  the  rain,  I  was  not  faiisfied  with 
our  fituation ;  but  did  not  wifli  to  create  an  alarm. 
We,  therefore,  kept  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and 
called  to  them,  when  they  turned  out  like  fo  many 
furies,  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  and  threatening 
dertrudilion  if  we  dared  to  approach  their  habitations. 
We  remained  in  our  ftation  till  their  pafFion  and  ap-* 
preheiif:ons  had  fubfided,  when  our  interpreter  gave 
them  the  neceflary  information  refpe£ting  us.  They 
proved  to  he  ftrangers  to  us,  but  were  the  relations 
of  thole  whom  we  had  already  feen  here,  and  who,  as 
they  told  us,  were  upon  an  iiland  at  fome  diftance  up 
the  river.  A  meffenger  was  accordingly  fent  to  inform 
ihem  of  our  arrival. 

(Monday  5.)  On  examining  the  canoe,  and  our  pror 
perty,  which  we  had  left  behind,  we  found  in  it  perfed^ 
fafety ;  nor  was  there  the  print  of  a  foot  near  the  fpot. 
We  now  pitched  our  tent,  pnd  made  a  blazing  fire,  and 
I  treated  myfelf,  as  well  as  the  people,  with  a  dram  ; 
but  we  had  been  fo  long  without  tailing  any  fpirituous 
liquor,  that  we  had  loft  all  rclifli  for  it.  The  Indians 
|ipw  arrived  from  above,  and  were  rewarded  for  the  care 

they 


I 
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they  had  taken  of  our  property  with  fuch  articles  at 
were  acceptable  to  them. 

At  nine  this  morning  I  fent  five  men  in  the  canoe» 
for  the  various  articles  we  haa  lefi  below,  and  they  foon 
returned  with  them,  and^except  fome  bale  goods,  which 
had  got  wet,  they  were  in  good  order,  particularly  the 
provillons,  of  which  we  were  now  in  great  need. 

Many  of  the  natives  arrived  both  from  the  upper  and 
lower  parts  of  the  river,  each  of  whom  was  dreffed  in 
a  beaver  tober.  1  purchafed  fifteen  of  them,  and  they 
preferred  large  knives  in  exchange.  It  is  an  extraordi- 
nary circumftance,  that  thefe  people,  who  might  have 
taken  all  the  property  we  left  behind  us,  without  the 
lead  fear  of  detedlion,  (hould  leave  that  untouched,  and 
purloin  any  of  our  utenfils,  which  our  confidence  in 
their  honelty  gave  them  a  ready  opportunity  of  taking. 
In  fz6it  feveral  articles  were  milling,  and  as  I  was  very 
anxious  to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  the  natives,  in  this  Aage 
of  our  journey,  I  told  thofe  who  remained  near  us, 
without  any  appearance  of  anger,  that  their  relations 
who  were  gone,  had  no  idea  of  the  mifchief  that  would 
refult  to  them  from  taking  our  property.  I  gravely 
added,  that  the  falmon,  which  was  not  only  their  fa- 
vourite food,  hut  abfolutely  neceffary  to  their  exiftence, 
came  from  the  fea  which  belonged  to  as  white  men  ; 
and  that  as,  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  we  could  prevent 
thofe  fifh  from  coming  up  it,  we  pofTeffed  the  power 
to  flarve  them  and  their  children.  To  avert  our  anger, 
therefore,  they  mull  return  all  the  articles  that  had  been 
ftolen  from  us.  This  fineffe  fucceeded.  Meflfengers 
were  difpatched  to  order  the  reftoration  of  every  thing 

that 
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t^at  had  been  taken.  We  purchafed  feveral  large  falmon 
of  them  and  enjoyed  the  delicious  meal  which  they 
afforded. 

At  noon  this  day,  which  I  allotted  for  repofc,  T  got  a 
meridian  altitude,  which  gave  53.  24.  10.  I  alfo  took 
tunc.     The  weather  had  been  cloudy  at  intervals. 

(Tuefday  6.)  Every  ncceflary  preparation  had  been 
made  yefterday  for  us  to  continue  our  route  to-diy ;  but 
before  our  departure,  fome  of  the  natives  arrived  with 
part  of  the  ftoien  articles  ;  the  red,  they  faid,  had  been 
taken  by  people  down  the  river,  who  would  be  here  in 
the  courfe  of  the  morning,  and  recommended  their 
children  to  our  commiferation,  and  themfelves  to  our 
forgivenefs. 

The  morning  was  cloudy,  with  fmall  rain  5  nevertheleft 
I  ordered  the  men  to  load  the  canoe,  and  we  proceeded 
in  high  fpirits,  on  finding  ourfelves  once  more  fo  com- 
fortably together  in  it.  We  landed  at  a  houfc  on  the 
firfl  ifland,  where  we  procured  a  few  falmon,  and  four 
fine  beaver  fkins.  There  had  been  much  more  rain  in 
thefe  parts  than  in  the  country  above,  as  the  water  was 
pouring  down  the  hills  in  torrents.  The  river  confe- 
quently  rofe  with  great  rapidity,  and  very  much  impeded 
our  progrefs. 

The  people  on  this  river  are  generally  of  the  middle 
fize,  though  I  faw  many  tall  men  among  them.  In  the 
cleanlinefs  of  their  perfons  they  refemble  rather  the 
Beaver  Indians  than  the  Chepcwyans.  They  are  ignorant 
of  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  and  their  only   weapons    are 
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bows  and  arrows,  and  fpears.  They  catch  the  largci' 
animals  in  fnares  ;  but  though  their  country  abounds  in 
them,  and  the  rivers  and  lakes  produce  plenty  of  fifh^ 
they  find  a  difficulty  in  fupporting  themfelves,  and  arc 
never  *"''  he  feen  but  in  fmall  bands  of  two  or  three 
f?.;.iilies.  There  is  no  regular  government  among  them  ; 
nor  do  they  appear  to  have  a  fufficient  communication 
or  underftanding  with  each  other,  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  an  invading  enemy,  to  Whom  they  fall  an  eafy 
prey.  They  have  all  the  animals  common  on  the  Weft 
lide  of  the  mountains,  ex(;ept  tlie  buffalo  and  the  wolf; 
at  leaft  we  faw  none  of  the  latter,  and  there  being  none 
of  the  former,  It  is  evident  that  their  progrcfs  is  from 
the  South-Eaft;  The  fame  language  is  fpoken,  with 
very  little  exception,  from  the  extent  of  my  travels  down 
this  iiver,  and  in  adiredl  line  from  the  North-Eaft  head 
of  it  in  the  latitude  53®  or  54^  to  Hudfon's  Bay  ;  fo 
that  a  Chepewyan,  from  which  tribe  they  have  all 
fprung,  might  leave  Churchill  River,  and  proceeding  in 
every  direction  to  the  North-Weft  of  this  lifte  without 
knowing  any  language  except  his  own,  wduld  under- 
ftand  them  all  :  I  except  the  natives  of  the  fca  coaft, 
who  are  altogether  a  different  people.  As  to  the  people 
to  the  Eaftward  of  this  river,  I  am  not  qualified  to  fpeak 
of  tbem^ 


At  twelve  we  ran  our  canoe  upon  a  rock,  fo  that  wtf 
were  obliged  to  land  in  order  to  repair  the  injury  (he 
had  received;  and  as  the  rain  came  on  with  great  violence, 
We  remained  here  for  the  night.  The  falmon  were  now 
driving  up  the  current  in  fuch  large  fhoals,  that  the 
water  feemed,  as  it  were,  to  be  covered  with  the  fins 
of  them. 

(Wednefday 
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(Wcdnefday  7.)  About  nine  this  morning  the  weather 
cleared  and  we  embarked.  The  (hoals  of  falmon  continued 
as  yefterday.  There  were  frequent  fhowcr*  throughout 
the  day,  and  every  brook  was  deluged  into  a  river.  The 
water  had  rifen  at  lead  one  foot  and  an  half  perpen- 
dicular in  the  lad  twenty-four  hours,  in  the  duik  of 
the  evening  we  landed  for  the  night. 

(Thurday  8.)  The  water  continued  rifing  during  the 
night;  fo  that  we  were  ditturbed  twice  in  the  courle  of 
it,  to  remove  our  baggage.  At  fix  in  the  morning  we 
were  on  our  way,  and  proceeded  with  continual  and 
and  laborious  exertion,  from  the  increafed  rapidity  of 
the  current.  After  having  pafTcd  the  two  canying 
places  of  Rocky  Point,  and  the  Long  Portage,  we  eu" 
camped  for  the  night. 

(Friday  9.)  We  fet  off  at  five,  after  a  rainy  night, 
and  in  a  foggy  morning.  The  water  dill  retained  its 
height.  The  fun,  however,  foon  beamed  upon  us;  and 
our  clothes  and  baggage  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  that  we 
landed  to  dry  them.  After  fome  time  we  re-embarked, 
and  arrived  at  our  firft  encampment  on  this  river  about 
feven  in  the  evening.  The  water  fell  confiderably  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day. 


(Saturday  10.)  The  weather  was  cloudy  with  flight 
fhowers,  and  at  five  this  morning  we  embarked,  the 
water  falling  as  fall  as  it  had  rifen.  This  circumftance 
arifes  from  the  mountainous  ftate  of  the  country  on 
either  fide  of  the  river,  from  whence  the  water  ruflies 
almoft  as   faft  as   it  falls  from  the  heavens,   with   the 
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addition  of  the  fnow  it  melts  in  its  way.     At  eight  In 
the  evening  we  flopped  for  the  night. 

.  (Sunday  ii.)  At  five  this  morning  we  proceeded  with 
clear  weather.  At  ten  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  long 
rapid,  which  we  afcended  with  poles  much  eafier  than 
we  expe<Sled.  The  rapids  that  were  fo  ftrong  and  violent 
in  our  paflage  downwards,  were  now  fo  reduced,  that 
we  could  hardly  believe  them  to  be  the  fame.  At  fun- 
(et  we  landed  and  encamped. 

(Monday  I2.)  The  weather  was  the  fame  as  yefterday, 
and  we  were  on  the  water  at  a  very  early  hour.  At 
nine  we  came  to  a  part  of  the  river  where  there  was 
little  or  no  current.  At  noon  we  landed  to  gum  the 
canoe,  when  I  took  a  meridian  ahitude,  which  gave  54. 
II.  36.  North  latitude.  We  continued  our  route  nearly 
Eaft,  and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  approached  the  fork, 
when  I  took  time,  and  the  diftance  between  the  fun  and 
moon.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  left  the  main 
branch.  The  current  was  quite  flack,  as  the  water  had 
fallen  fix  feet,  which  muft  have  been  in  the  courfe  of 
three  days.  At  fun-fet  we  landed  and  took  our  flation 
for  the  night. 

(Tuefday  13'.)  There  was  a  very  heavy  rain  in  the 
night,  and  the  morning  was  cloudy;  we  renewed  our 
voyage,  however,  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  came  to 
the  narrow  gut  between  the  mountains  of  rock,  which 
was  a  paflage  of  fome  rifls. ;  but  fortunately  the  flate 
of  the  water  was  fuch,  that  we  got  up  without  any 
difficulty,  and  had  more  time  to  examine  thcfe  extraor- 
dinary rocks  than  in  our  outward  paflage.    They  are 

as 
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as  perpendicular  as  a  wall,  and  give  the  idea  of  a  (ut- 
ceflion  of  enormous  Gothic  churches.  We  were  now 
ciofely  hemmed  in  by  the  mountains,  which  have  loft 
much  of  their  fnow  fmce  our  former  pafTage  by  them. 
We  encamped  at  a  late  hour,  cold,  wet,  and  hungry : 
for  fuch  was  the  (late  of  our  provifions,  that  our  ne< 
ccflfary  allowance  did  not  anfwer  to  the  at^ive  cravings 
of  our  appetites. 

(Wedncfday  14.)  The  weather  was  cold  and  raw,  with 
fmall  rain,  but  our  neceffitics  would  not  fufFer  us  to 
wait  for  a  favourable  change  of  it,  and  at  half  pad 
five  we  arrived  at  the  fwampy  carrying-place  between 
this  branch  and  the  fmalt  river.  At  three  in  the  after- 
noon the  coid  was  extreme,  and  the  men  could  not 
keep  themfelves  warm  even  by  their  violent  exertions, 
which  our  fituation  required ;  and  I  now  gave  them 
the  remainder  of  our  rum  to  fortify  and  fupport  them. 
The  canoe  was  fo  heavy  that  the  lives  of  two  of  them 
were  endangered  in  this  horrible  carrying  place.  At 
the  fame  time  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  from  the  fati- 
guing circumflances  of  our  journey,  and  the  inadequate 
ftate  of  our  provifjons,  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  men 
had  been  greatly  diminifhed.  We  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  bad  river. 


(Thurfday  15.)  The  weather  was  now  clear,  and  the 
fun  (hone  upon  us.  The  water  was  much  lower  than 
in  the  downward  pafTage,  but  as  cold  as  ice,  and,  un- 
fortunately, the  men  were  obliged  to  be  continually 
in  it  to  drag  on  the  canoe.  There  were  many  em- 
barras,  through  which  a  pafTage  might  have  been  made, 
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but  we  were  under  the  necefiity  of  carrying  both  the 
canoe  and   baggage. 

About  fun-fet  we  arrived  at  our  encampment  of  the 
13th  of  June,  where  fomc  of  us  had  nearly  taken  our 
eternal  voyage.  The  legs  and  feet  of  the  men  were 
fo  benumbed,  that  I  was  very  apprehenfive  of  the  con- 
fequences.  The  water  being  low,  we  made  a  fearch 
for  our  bag  of  ball,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  river 
was  full  of  falmon,  and  another  fi{h  like  the  black 
bafs. 


(Friday  16.)  Tlie  weather  continued  to  be  the  fame 
as  yefterday,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to 
the  carrying- place  which   leads  to  the  firft  fmall  lake; 
but  it  was  (o  filled  with  drift  wood,  that  a  confiderable 
portion    of  time    was    employed  in  making    our   way 
throvgh    it.      We  now  reached  the  high  land  which 
feparates  the  fource  of  the  Tacoutche  Tefle,    or  Co- 
lumbia  River,  and  Unjigah,  or  Peace  River  :   the  latter 
of  which,  after  receiving  many  tributary  dreams,  paffes 
thiough    the  great  Slave   Lake,   and    difembogues  itfelf 
in  the  Frozen  Ocean,  in  latitude  69  1-2  North,  longitude 
135.     Weft  from  Greenwich  ;  while  the  former,  con- 
fined by  the  immenfe  mountains  that  run  nearly  parallel 
with  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  keep  it  in  a  Southern  courfe, 
empties  itfelf  in  46.  20.  North  latitude,  and  longitude 
124.  Weft  from  Greenwich. 

If  I  could  have  fpared  the  time,  and  had  been  able 
to  exert  myfelf,  for  I  was  now  affli<Sled  with  a  fwel- 
line  in  my  ancles,  fo  that  I  could  not  even  walk,  but 
"With  great  pain  and  difficulty,  it  was  my  intention  to 
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have  taken  feme  falmon  alive,  and  colonifed  them  in 
the  Peace  River ;  though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
that  fidi  would  live  in  waters  that  have  not  a  com- 
munication with  the  fea. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  here  lincc  we 
paflfed ;  and  I  apprehended,  that  on  feeing  our  road 
through  their  country,  they  miflook  us  for  enemies, 
and  had  therefore  deferted  the  place,  which  is  a  molt 
convenient  flation  ;  as  on  one  fide,  there  is  great  plenty 
of  white  filh,  and  trout,  jub,  carp,  2cc.  and  on  the 
other,  abundance  of  falmon,  and  probably  other  fifh. 
Several  things  that  I  had  left  here  in  exchange  for  ar- 
ticles of  which  I  had  polTefTed  myfelf,  as  objetSls  of 
curioHty,  were  taken  away.  The  whirtlc  berries  were 
now  ripe,  and  very  fine  of  their  kind. 

(Saturday  17.)  The  morning  was  cloudy,  and  at  five 
we  renewed  our  progrefs.  We  were  compelled  to  carry 
from  the  lake  to  the  Peace  River,  the  pafiage  from  the 
falling  of  the  water  being  wholly  obflruiSted  by  drift- 
wood. The  meadow  through  which  we  paffed  was  en- 
tirely inundated ;  and  from  the  flate  of  my  foot  and 
ancle,  I  was  obliged,  though  with  great  reluctance,  to 
fubmit  to  be  carried  over  it. 

At  half  pad  feven  we  began  to  glide  along  with  the 
current  of  the  Peace  River  ;  and  almoft  at  every  canoe's 
length  we  perceived  beaver  roads  to  and  from  the  river. 
At  two  in  the  afternoon,  an  obje£l  attracted  our  notice 
at  the  entrance  of  a  fmall  river,  which  proved  to  be  the 
four  beaver  (kins,  already  mentioned  to  have  been  pre- 
fented  to  me  by  a  native,  and  left  in  his  pofTeflion  to 
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rcceive  them  on  my  leturn.  I  imagine,  therefore,  that 
being  under  the  necefTity  of  leaving  the  river,  or  perhaps, 
fearing  to  meet  us  again,  he  had  taken  this  method  to 
reflore  them  to  me  ;  and  to  revsrard  his  honedy,  I  left 
three  times  the  value  of  the  Ikins  in  their  place.  The 
fnov\r  appeared  in  patches  on  the  mountains.  At  four  in 
the  afternoon  we  pafTed  the  place  where  we  found  the 
fird  natives,  and  landed  for  the  night  at  a  late  hour. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  caught  nine  outards,  or 
Canada  geefe,  but  they  were  as  yet  without  their 
feathers. 


(Sunday  i8.)  As  foon  as  it  was  light  we  proceeded 
on  our  voyage,  and  drove  on  before  the  current,  which 
was  very  much  diminifhed  in  its  (Irength,  Unce  we  came 
up  it.  The  water  indeed  was  fo  low,  that  in  many 
parts  it  expofed  a  gravelly  beach.  At  eleven  we  landed 
at  our  encampment  of  the  feventh  of  June,  to  gum 
the  canoe  and  dry  our  clothes:  we  then  re-embarked, 
and  at  half  pad  five  arrived  at  the  place,  where  I 
loA  my  book  of  memorandums,  on  the  fourth  of  June, 
in  which  were  certain  courfes  and  diftances  between 
that  day  and  the  twenty  fixth  of  May,  which  I  had 
now  an  opportunity  to  fupply.    They  were  as  follow  : 

North-North- Weft  half  a  mile,  Eaft  by  North  half  a 
mile,  North  by  Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  North- Weft 
by  Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Weft- South- Weft  half  a 
mile,  North- Weft  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  North-North- 
Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  North  by  Eaft  half  a  mile, 
North-Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  Weft  half  a  mile, 
North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Weft-North- 
Wcft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  North  three  quarters  of  a 
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mile,  Weft  by  North  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  North- Weft 
one  mile  and  an  half,  Weft-North- Weft  half  a  mile, 
North-North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  Weft  one 
quarter  of  a  mile,  North- North- Eaft  half  a  mile,  North* 
North-Weft  two  miles,  and  North- Weft  four  miles. 

We  were  fevcn  days  in  going  up  that  part  of  the  rivet 
which  we  came  down  to-day ;  and  it  now  fwarmed ,  ai 
it  were,  with  beavers  and  wild  fowl.  There  was  rain  in 
the  afternoon,  and  about  fun-fet  we  took  our  ftation  for 
the  night. 

(Monday  19.)  We  had  fome  fmall  rain  throughout 
the  night.  Our  courfe  to-day  was  South- South- Weft 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Weft-North- Weft  half  a 
mile.  North  half  a  mile.  North- Weft  by  Weft  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  North  by  Weft  half  a  mile  ;  a  fmall 
river  to  the  left,  South- Weft  by  Weft  three  quarters 
of  a  mile.  Weft- North- Weft  a  mile  and  an  half. 
North- Weft  by  North  four  miles,  a  rivulet  on  the 
right;  Weft-North- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile;  a 
confiderable  river  from  the  left,  North-North- Weft 
two  miles.  North  half  a  mile,  Weft-North- Weft  one 
mile  and  an  half;  a  rivulet  on  the  right,  North- Weft 
by  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  Weft-North- Weft 
one  mile,  Weft-South- Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  North- 
North- Weft  half  a  mile,  North- Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft- 
South- Weft  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  North- Weft  by 
Weft  three  miles,  Weft-South-Weft  three  quarters  of 
a  mile,  North-Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  ;  a  fmall  river 
on  the  right,  South- Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Weft-* 
North- Weft,  iflands,  four  miles  and  an  half,  a  river  on 
the  leftj  North  half"  a  mile,  Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,' 
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North  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  North  Weft  by  Weft  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  North- North-Eaft  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  North -Weft  by  North  half  a  mile,  Weft- 
North- Weft  a  mile  and  an  half,  and  North- Weft  by 
North  half  a  mile.  The  moumalns  were  covered  with 
frefti  fnow,  whofe  ftiower?  had  diftblved  in  rain  before 
they  reached  us.  Not  ih- Weft  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  South-Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  North  a  mile 
and  three  quarters,  Weft-North- Weft  a  mile  and  a 
quarter,  North- Weft  a  mile  and  an  half,  North  North- 
Weft  half  a  mile,  Weft-North  Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
North  half  a  mile;  here  the  current  was  flack:  North- 
Weft  by  North  half  a  mile,  North- Weft  by  Weft  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  North-North- Weft  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
North- Weft  by  Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  North  half 
a  iTiile, North-Eaft  by  North  one  mile  and  three  quarters. 
South- Weft  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  with  an  ifland, 
North  by  Eaft  one  mile.  North  Weft.  Here  the  other 
branch  opened  to  us,  at  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of 
a  mile. 

I  expefled  from  the  flacknefs  of  the  current  in  this 
branch,  that  the  Weftern  one  would  be  high,  but 
I  found  it  equally  low.  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  from  the  upper  part  of  this  branch,  the  diftance 
could  not  be  great  to  the  country  through  which  1  paffed 
when  I  left  the  Great  River  ;  but  it  has  lince  been 
determined  otherwife  by  Mr.  J.  Finlay,  who  was  ient 
to  explore  ir,  and  found  its  navigation  (oon  terminated 
by  fails  and  rapids. 


The  branches  are  about  two  hundred  yards  in  breadth, 
and  the  water  was  iix  feet  lower  than  on  our  upward 
''{t  paflage 
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f)aflage.  Our  courfc,  after  the  jun6tion,  was  North- 
North- Weft  one  mile,  tlic  r^pid  North-Eift  down  it 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  Nortli  i>y  Weft  one  mile  and 
a  quarter,  North  hy  Eaft  one  mile  and  »n  half,  Eaft  by 
South  one  mile,  North-E..f^  two  milrs  and  an  half, 
luft-North-Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  a  nvukf,  Eaft  by- 
South  one  mile  and  an  half,  North  Enft  two  miles, 
Eaft- North- Eaft  one  mile.  North- N 01  th-E:'ft  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  half  a  mile,  Eaft-Soinh- 
Kaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  Eaft-Noith  Eaft  half  a  iHile, 
North-Eaft  two  miles,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  two  miles 
and  a  quarter,  South-Eaft  by  Eaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile ; 
a  rivulet  from  the  left,  Eaft  by  North  a  mile  and  an 
half,  Eaft  by  South  one  mile,  Eaft- North  Eaft  one 
mile  and  three  quatters;  a  river  on  the  right,  North- 
North-Eaft  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  North-Eaft  a  mile 
and  an  hah,  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  a  mile  and  a  quarter, 
Eaft-North-Eaft  half  a  mile,  and  North-Eaft  by  North 
half  a  mile.  Here  we  landed  at  our  encampment  of 
the  lyih  of  June,  from  whence  I  difpatched  a  letter  in 
an  empty  keg,  as  was  mentioned  m  that  period  of  my 
journal,  which  fet  forth  our  exifting  ftate,  progrefs,  and 
expedlation.  ',..;• 

(Tuefday  ao.)  Though  the  weather  was  clear,  we 
could  not  embark  this  morning  before  five,  as  there  was 
a  rapid  very  near  us,  which  required  day  light  to  run 
it,  that  we  might  not  break  our  canoe  on  the  rocks. 
The  baggage. we  were  obliged  to  carry.  Our  courfe  was 
North  by  Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half,  North-North  Eaft  a 
mile  and  an  half  down  another  rapid  on  the  Weft  fide  ; 
it  requires  great  care  to  keep  dirc(Stly  between  the  eddy 
current,  and  that  which  was  drivinfg  down  with  fo  much 
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impetuofity.  Wc  then  proceeded  North-North- Weft,  ^ 
river  from  the  right,  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  North* 
North- Eaft  a  mile  and  an  half,  a  river  from  the  left; 
North  one  mile  and  three  quarters,  North-Eaft  two 
miles,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  two  miles  and  a  quarter, 
Eaft  by  North  one  mile,  North-Eaft  by  Eaft  four  miles, 
a  river  from  the  left,  and  Eaft  by  South  a  mile  and  an 
half.  Here  was  our  encampment  on  the  26th  of  May, 
beyond  which  it  would  be  altogether  fuperfluous  for  me 
to  take  the.courfes,  as  they  are  inferted  in  their  proper 
places. 

As  we  continued  our  voyage,  our  attention  was  at- 
tracted by  the  appearance  of  an  Indian  encampment* 
We  accordingly  landed,  and  found  there  had  been  five 
fires,  and  within  that  number  of  days  ;  fo  that  there 
muft  have  been  fome  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood, 
though  wc  were  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  them.  It 
appeared  that  they  had  killed  a  number  of  animals,  and 
fted  in  a  ftate  of  alarm,  as  three  of  their  canoes  were  left 
carelefsly  on  the  beach,  and  their  paddles  laying  about 
in  diforder.  We  foon  after  came  to  the  carrying- place 
called  the  Portage  de  la  Montagne  de  Roche.  Here 
I  had  a  meridian  altitude,  which  made  the  latitude  56. 
3.  51,  North. 

The  water,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  was  mucli 
lower  than  when  we  came  up  it,  though  at  the  fame 
time,  the  current  appeared  to  be  ftronger  from  this  place 
to  the  forks;  the  navigation,  however,  would  now  be 
attended  with  greater  facility,  as  there  is  a  ftony  beech 
all  the  way;  fo  that  poles,  or  the  towing  line,  may  be 

employed 
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employed  with  the  beft  cfFedl,  where  the  current  over- 
powers the  ufe  of  paddies. 

We  were  now  reduced  to  a  very  fliort  allow3r«ce ; 
the  dirappointment,  therefore,  at  not  feeing  any  aimnals 
was  proportioned  to  our  exigences^  as  we  did  not 
poflefs  at  this  time  more  than  was  fufficient  to  ferve 
us  for  two  meals.  1  now  difpatched  Mr.  Mackay  and 
the  Indians  to  proceed  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and 
endeavour  in  their  way  to  procure  fome  provilions, 
while  I  prepared  to  employ  the  utmoft  expedition  in 
getting  there ;  having  determined,  notwithllanding  the 
dilinciination  of  my  people,  from  the  recolledlion  of 
what  they  had  fuffered  in  coming  tliat  way,  to  retura 
by  the  fame  route.  I  had  obferved,  indeed,  that  the 
water  which  had  fallen  fifteen  feet  perpendicular,  at 
the  narrow  pafs  below  us,  had  loll  much  of  its  former 
turbulence. 

As  difpatch  was  eflential  in  procuring  a  fupply  of 
provifions,  we  did  not  delay  a  moment  in  making  pre- 
paration to  renew  our  progrefs.  Five  of  the  men 
began  to  carry  the  baggage,  while  the  fixth  and  my- 
felf  took  the  canoe  afunder,  to  cleanfe  her  of  the 
dirt,  and  expofe  her  lining  and  timbers  to  the  air^ 
which  would  render  her  much  lighter.  About  fun-fet 
Mr.  Mackay  and  our  hunters  returned  with  heavy 
burdens  of  the  fledi  of  a  buffalo  :  though  not  very 
tciid'^r,  it  was  very  acceptable,  and  was  the  only  animal 
tliai  they  had  feen,  though  the  country  was  covered 
with  tracks  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  moofe-deer 
and  the  elk.  The  former  had  done  rutting,  and  the 
^tec  were  beginning  to  run.      Our    people  returned, 
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having  left  their  loads  mid-way  on  the  carrying  place. 
My    companion  and   myfelf  completed  our  undectaking, 
and   the   canoe  was  ready   to  be  carried  in  the  morning. 
A  hearty   meal  concluded  the  day,   and  every    fear  of 
future  want  was   removed. 


(Wednefday  21.)  When  the  morning  dawned  we  (et 
forwards,  but  as  a  fire  had  paffed  through  the  portage, 
it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  trace  our  road  in  many 
parts  ;  and  with  all  the  exertion  of  which  we  were 
capable,  we  d-d  not  arrive  at  ihe  river  till  four  in 
the  afternoon.  We  found  almoft  as  much  difficulty 
in  carrying  our  canoe  down  the  mountain  as  we  had 
in  getting  it  up  ;  the  men  being  not  fo  ftrong  as  on 
the  former  occafion,  though  rhey  were  in  better  fpirits ; 
and  I  was  now  enabled  to  affifi  them,  my  ancle  being 
almoft  well.  We  could  not,  however,  proceed  any 
further  till  the  following  day,  as  we  had  the  canoe  to 
gum,  with  feveral  great  and  fmall  poles  to  prepare  ; 
thofe  we  had  left  here  having  been  carricdi  away  by 
the  water,  though  we  had  left  them  in  a  pofition 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  above  the  water^mark, 
at  that  time.  Thefti  occupalions  employed  us  till  a 
very  late   hour.         '      ' 

(Thurfday  22.)  The  night  was  cold,  and  though  the 
morning  was  fine  and  clear,  it  was  feven  before  we 
were  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  to  leave  this  place, 
fometimcs  driving  with  the  current,  and  at  other  times 
fhooting  the  rapids.  The  latter  had  Joft  much  of 
their  former  ftrength ;  but  we,  neverthelefs,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  land  very  frequently,  in  order  to  examine 
the    tapids-  b«forc    we    could    venture  to    run  them. 
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However,  the  canoe  being  light,  we  very  fortunately 
pafled  them  all,  and  at  noon  arrived  at  the  place 
where  I  appointed  to  meet  Mr.  Mackay  and  the 
hunters  :  there  we  found  them,  with  plenty  of  ex- 
pellent  fat  meat,  reaily  roafted,  as  they  had  killed  two 
elks  Within  a  few  huiidred  yards  of  the  fpot  where 
we  then  were.  When  the  men  had  fatisfied  their 
appetites,  I  fent  them  for  as  much  of  the  meat  as 
they  could  carry.  In  coming  hither,  Mr.  Mackay 
informed  me,  that  he  and  the  hunters  kept  along  the 
high  land,  and  did  not  fee  or  crofs  the  Indian  path, 
At  the  fame  time,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
road  from  this  place  to  the  upper  part  of  the  rapids 
is  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  we  came,  both  fo? 
expedition  and  fafetjr. 

After  (laying  here  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  we 
proceeded  with  th^  ftream,  ahd  landed  where  I  had 
forgotten  my  pipe-tomahawk  and  feal,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  May.     The  former  of  them  I  now   recovered. 

On  leaving  the  mountains  we  faw  animals  grazing 
in  every  direction.  In  parting  along  an  iiland,  we 
fired  at  an  elk,  and  broke  its  leg  ;  and,  as  it  was  now 
time  to  encamp*  we  landed  ;  when  the  hunters  purfued 
the  wo\mded  animal,  which  had  croffed  over  to  the 
main  land,  but  could  not  get  up  the  bank.  We  went 
after  it,  therefore,  in  the  canoe,  and  killed  it.  To 
give  fome  idea  of  our  appetites,  I  ihall  ftate  the 
parcafe  of  it,  which  we  brought  away,  to  have 
weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  and  as  we  had 
taken  a  very  hearty  meal  at  one  o'clock,  it  might 
paturally  be  fuppofed  that  we  fhould  not  be  very  vo- 
racious 
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racious  at  fupper;  nevcrthelefs,  a  kettle  full  of  the  elk 
flefh  was  boiled  and  eaten,  and  that  veffel  repleniftied  and 
put  on  tiie  fire.  All  that  remained,  with  the  bones,  &.c. 
was  placed,  after  the  Indian  fafhion,  round  the  fire  to 
roaft  ;  and  at  ten  next  morning  the  whole  was  con- 
fumed  by  ten  perfons  and  a  large  dog,  who  was  allowed 
his  Ihare  of  the  banquet.  This  is  no  exaggeration  ; 
nor  did  any  inconvenience  refult  from  what  may  be 
confidered  as  an  inordinate  indulgence. 

(Friday  23.)  We  were  on  tl>e  water  before  day- 
light,; and  when  the  fun  rofe,  a  beautiful  country 
appeared  around  us,  enriched  and  animated  by  large 
herds  of  wild  cattle.  The  weather  was  now  fo  warm, 
that  to  us,  who  had  not  of  late  been  accuftomed  to 
heat,  it  was  overwhelming  and  oppreflive.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  day  we  killed  a  buffalo  and  a  bear ; 
but  we  were  now  in  the  midft  of  abundance,  and 
they  were  not  fufEciently  fat  to  fatisfy  our  faftidious 
appetites  ;  fo  we  left  them  where  they  fell.  We 
landed  for  the  night,  and  prepared  ourfelves  for  arriving 
at  the   Fort  on  the  following   day. 

(Saturday  24.)  The  weather  was  the  fame  as  ycQer- 
day,  and  the  country  increafing  in  beauty  ;  though 
as  we  approached  the  Fort,  the  cattle  appeared  pro- 
portionably  to  diminifli.  We  now  landed  at  two 
lodges  of  Indians,  who  were  as  aftonifhed  to  fee  us, 
as  if  we  had  been  the  firft  white  men  whom  they 
had  ever  beheld.  When  we  had  paffed  thefe  people 
not  an  animal  was  to  be  feen  on  the  borders  of  the  river. 

At   length,    as    we  rounded    a   point,  and  came  in 
view   of  the    Fort;»   we   threw   out  our   flag,   and    ac- 
companied 
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tompanied    it    with     a    general  difcharge    of  our    fire- 
arms ;  while  the  men   were  in  fuch  fpirits,    and    made 
fuch    an   a£live  ufe   of  their    paddles,   that    we  arrived 
before  the  two  men  whom  we  left  here  in  the  fprlng, 
could    recover  their   fenfes   to    anfwer   us.      Thus    we 
landed   at   four  in  the    afternoon,    at   the   place  which 
we    left  on   the  ninth  of  May.-— — Here   my    voyage* 
of  difcovery   terminate.     Their  toils  and  their  dangers, 
their   folicitudes    and     fufferings,    hive     not    been   ex- 
aggerated   in    my  dtfcription.       On    the    contrary,    in 
many   inftances,  language  has  failed  me  in  the  attempt 
to  defcribe   them.     I  received,  however,  the  reward  of 
my  labours,   for  they   were    crowned  with  fuccefs. 

As  I  have  now  refumed  tlie  charafter  of  3  trader,  I 
(hall  not  trouble  my  readers  with  any  fubfequent  con- 
cern, but  content  myfelf  with  the  clofing  information, 
that  after  an  abfence  of  eleven  months,  I  arrived  at 
Fort  Chepewyan,  where  I  remained,  for  the  purpofes 
of  trade,  during  the  fucceedmg  winter. 
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THE  following  general,  but  fliort  geographical 
view  of  the  country  may  not  be  improper  to  clofe  this 
work,  as  well  as  fome  remarks  on  the  probable  ad- 
vantages that  may  be  derived  from  advancing  the  trade 
of  it,  under  proper  regulations,  and  by  the  fpirit  of 
commercial  enterprize. 

By  fiippofing  a  line  from  the  Atlantic,  Eaft,  to  the 
Pacific,  Weft,  in  the  parallel   of  forty-five  degrees   of 
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North  latitude,  it  will,  I  think,  nearly  defcribe  thri 
Britifh  territories  in  North  America.  For  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  extent  of  the  cduntry  to  the  South  of 
this  line,  which  we  have  a  right  to  claim,  is  equal  to  the 
North  of  it,  which  may  he  claimed  by  other  powers. 

The  outline  of  what  I  fhall  call  the   6rft  divifion,  is 
along  that  track  of  country  which   runs  from   the  head 
of  James-Bay,   in   about  latitude  51.    North,   along  tho 
Eadern  coai,  as  far  North  as  to,  and  »hrough,  Hudfon's 
Straits,  round  by  Labrador  ;   continuing  on  the  Atlantic 
coall,  on  theoutfide  of  th«  great  iflands,   in  the  gulfo 
St.  Laurence,  to  the  river  irt.  Croix,  by  which  it  takes  its 
courfe,  to   the   height   of  land   that  divides   the   waters 
emptying  themfelves   into  the  Atlantic,   from  thofe  dif- 
charged  into   the  river   St.  Laurence.     Then  following 
thefe  heights,  as  the  boundary   between  the  Britifh  pof- 
feflions,  and  thofe  of  the  American  States,   it  makes  an 
angle  Wefterly,   until  it   ftrikes  the  difcharge    of  Lake 
Champlain,    in  latitude    45.    North,    when   it  keeps  a 
direct  Weft  line  till   it  ftrikes  the  river   St.  Laurence, 
above   Lake   St.   Francis,    where  it  divides^  the   Indian 
village  St.  Rigeft ;  from  whence  it  follows  the  centre  of 
the   waters   of  the  great  river   St.    Laurence :    it  thea 
proceeds  through  Lake  Ontario,  the  connection  between 
it  and  Lake  Erie ;   through  the  latter,   and  its  chain   of 
connection,  by  the  river  Detroit,  as  far  South  as  latitude 
42.  North,  and  then  through  the  lake  and  river  St.  Clair, 
as  alfo  Lake  Huron,  through  which  it  continues  to  the 
ftrait  of  St.  Mary,  latitude  46^.  North  ;  from  which  we 
will  fuppofe  the  line  to  ftrike  to  the  Eaft  of  TTcih,  to 
the   head  of  James-Bay  in  the  latitude   already   men- 
tioned. 

Of 
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Of  this  great  tiadl,  more  tlian  half  is  reprefented  as 
barren  and  broken,  difplaying  a  furface  of  rock  and  fre(h 
water  lakes,  with  a  very  fcattered  and  fcanty  proportion 
of  foil.  Such  is  the  whole  coaft  of  Labrador,  and  the 
land,  called  Ealt  Main,  to  the  Weft  of  the  heights, 
which  divide  the  waters  running  into  the  river  and  gulf 
of  St.  Laurence,  from  thofe  flowing  into  Hudlon's  Bay, 
It  is  confequently  inhal)ited  only  by  a  few  favages,  whole 
numbers  arc  proportioned  to  the  fcantinefs  of  the  foil ; 
nor  is  it  probable,  from  the  fame  caufe,  that  they  will 
increafe.  The  frelh  and  fait  waters,  with  a  fmall 
quantity  of  game,  which  the  few  ftinted  woods  afford, 
fupply  the  wants  of  nature  ;  from  whence,  to  that  of 
the  line  of  the  American  boundary,  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  the  foil,  wherever  cultivation  has  been  attempted, 
has  yielded  abundance  ;  particularly  on  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  from  Quebec  upwards,  to  the  line  of  boundary 
already  mentioned  ;  but  a  very  inconfiderable  proportion 
©f  it  has  been  broken  by  the  ploughfhare. 

Tlie  line  of  the  fecond  divifion  may  be  traced  from 
that  of  the  firft  at  St.  Mary's,  from  which  alfo  the  line 
of  American  boundary  runs,  and  is  faid  to  continue 
through  Lake  Superior,  (and  through  a  lake  called  the 
Long  Lake  which  has  no  exiftence),  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  in  latitude  49.  37.  North,  from  whence  it 
is  alfo  faid  to  run  Weft  to  the  Miffiffipi,  which  it  may 
do,  by  giving  it  a  good  deal  of  Southing,  but  not 
otiierwife  ;  as  the  fource  of  that  river  does  not  extend 
further  North  than  latitude  47.  38.  North,  where  it  is 
no  more  than  a  fmall  brook  ;  confecjuently,  if  Great- 
Britain  retains  the  right  of  entering  it  along  the  line  of 
divifion,  it  muft  be   in  a  lower  latitude,  and  wherever 
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that  may  be,  the  line  muft  be  continued  Weft,  till  it 
terminates  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  South  of  the 
Columbia,  This  diviiion  is  then  bounded  by  the  Pacific 
Ocean  on  the  Weft,  the  Froren  Sea  and  Hudfon's  Bay 
on  the  North  and  Eaft.  The  Ru/Tians,  indeed,  may 
claim  with  juftice  the  iflands  and  coaft  from  Bchring's 
Straits  to  Cook*s  Entry. 

The  whole  of  this  country  will  long  continue  in  the 
poffeflion  of  its  prefent  inhabitants,  as  they  will  remain 
contented  with  the  produce  of  the  woods  and  waters  for 
their  fupport,  leaving  the  earth,  from  various  caufes,  in 
its  virgin  ftate.  The  proportion  of  it  that  is  fit  for 
cultivation  is  very  fmall,  and  is  ftill  lefs  in  the  interior 
parts  :  it  is  alfo  very  difficult  of  acccfs  ;  and  whilft  any 
land  remains  uncultivated  to  the  South  of  it,  there  will 
be  no  temptation  to  fettle  it.  Befides,  its  climate  is  not 
in  general  fufficiently  genial  to  bring  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  to  maturity.  It  will  alfo  be  an  afylum  for  the 
defcendants  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  country  to 
the  South,  who  prefer  the  modes  of  life  of  their  fore- 
fathers, to  the  improvements  of  civilifation.  Of  this  dif- 
pofition  there  is  a  recent  inftance.  A  fmall  colony  of 
Iroquois  emigrated  to  the  banks  of  the  Saflcatchiwine, 
in  1799,  who  had  been  brought  up  from  their  infancy 
under  the  Romifh  miftionaries,  and  inftru£ted  by  them 
at  a  village  within  nine  miles  of  Montreal. 

A  further  divifion  of  this  country  is  marked  by  a  ridge 
of  high  land,  rifing,  as  it  were,  from  the  coaft  of 
Labrador,  and  running  nearly  South- Weft  to  the  fourcc 
of  the  Utawas  River,  dividing  the  waters  going  either  way 
to  the  river  and  gulf  of  St.  Laurence  and  Hudfon's  Bay, 
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as  before  obfcrved.     From  thence  it  ftretches  to  the  North 
of  Weft,  to  the  Northward  of  Lake  Superior,  to  latitude 
50.  North,  and  longitude  89.  Wtft,  when  it   folks  from 
the  laft  courfe  at  about  Souih  Weft,  and  continues  the 
fame    divifion    of   waters   until   it   pafles   North   of  the 
fource  of  the  Miflliflipi.     The  former  courfe  runs,  as  has 
been    obfcrved,   in    a    North- Weft    diredlion,     until    it 
ftrikes  the  river  Nelfon,  feparating  the  waters    that  dif- 
charge  themfelves  into  Lake  Winipic,  which  forms  part 
of  tlie  faid  river,  and   thofe  that  alfo   empty  themfelves 
into  Hudfon*s  Bay,   by  the  Albany,    Severn,   and  Hay's 
or  HiM's   Rivers.     From  thence    it   keeps   a    courfe  of 
about  Weft-North- Weft,  till  it  forms   the  banks  of  the 
Miftlfripi   or  Churchill    Pwiver,    at    Portage    de  Traite, 
latitude  55.  25.  North.     It  now  continues  in  a  Weftcrn 
diredlion,  betw^een  the  Saikatchiwine  and  the  fource  of 
the  Mifliflipi,  or  Beaver  River,  which  it   leaves  behind, 
and   divides   the    Safkatchiwine    from    the    Elk    River ; 
when,  leaving  thofe  alfo  behind,  and  purfuing  the   fame 
direction,  it  leads  to  the  high  land  that  lies  between  the 
Unjigah  and  Tacoutche  rivers,  from  whence   it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  ridge.     From   the  head  of  the 
Beaver  River,    on   the  Weft,   the  fame   kind    of  high 
ground  runs  to  the  Eaft  of  North,  between  the  waters 
of  the  Elk  River  and  the  Mifiiffipi,  forming  the  Portage 
la  Loche,  and  continuing  on  to  the  latitude  57^.  North, 
dividing  the  waters  that  run  to  Hudfon's  Bay  from    thofe 
going  to  the  North  Sea  :   from  thence  its  courfe  is  nearly 
North,   when  an  angle  runs  from  it  to  the  North  of  the 
Slave  Lake,  till  it  ftrikes  Mackenz  e's  River. 

The  laft,  but  by  no  means  the  leaft,  is  the  immenfe 
ridge,  or  fuccefrion  of  ridges  of  ftony  mountains,  whofe 
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'  Northern  extremity  ilips  in  rhe  Nortli  Sea,  in  latitude 
•  70.  North,  and  loiigitLnle  135.  Wcfb,  running  neaily 
South-EnIL  -nil  begins  to  be  parallel  wifh  the  coall  t.t" 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  CookN  entry,  and  fo  onwardj 
to  the  Columbia.  From  thenee  it  appears  to  quit  the 
coafl,  but  fcill  continuing,  with  id?,  devotion,  to  divide 
the  waters  of"  the  Atlantic  from  thole  winch  run  into 
the  Pacific.  In  thofe  fnow-clad  mountains  rifes  tlic 
Mi/fifTipi,  if  we  admit  the  Millifouri  to  he  its  fource, 
\vhich  flows  into  the  Gulpli  of  Mexico;  the  River  NeHbn, 
vhirh  is  lofl:  in  Hudfon's  Bay;  Mackenzie's  River,  that 
difchaigcs  itfelf  into  the  North  Sea;  and  the  Columbia, 
emptying  itfelf  into  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  g.«at  River 
St.  Laurence  and  Churchill  River,  with  m.'uv  lefllr 
ones,  derive  their  fourccs  far  ihort  of  ihefe  mountains. 
It  is,  indeed,  the  ex  ten  Hon  of  thcfe  mountains 
fo  far  South  on  the  fea-coart,  that  prevents  the  Columbia 
from  finding  a  move  dircdl;  couric  to  the  fca,  as  it  runs 
obliquely  with  the  coall  upward:  of  eight  degrees  of 
latitude  before  it  mingles  with  the  ocean. 


It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  mountains,  from 
Cook's  entry  to  tlic  Columbia,  extend  from  fix  to  eight 
degrees  in  breadth  Eaflierly  ;  and  that  along  their  Eaflern 
fkiits  is  a  narrow  flrip  of  very  marfliy,  boggy,  and 
uneven  ground,  the  outer  edge  of  which  produces  coal 
and  bitumen:  thefe  I  faw  on  the  banks  of  Mackenzie's 
River,  as  far  North  as  latitude  66.  I  alio  difcovered 
them  in  my  fecond  journey,  at  the  commencement  of 
tlie  rocky  mountains  in  56.  North  latitude,  and  120. 
Weft  longitude;  and  tlie  fame  was  obferved  by  Mr. 
Fidler,  one  of  the  fervants  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Com- 
pany, at  the  fource  of  the  South    branch  of  tlie  S.iIk. u- 
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cViiwinc,  in  about  latitude  51.  North,  and  longitude,  12 1^ 
Weft.*  Next  to  this  narrow  belt  are  immenfe  plains, 
or  meadows,  commencing  in  a  point  at  about  the  jund^ion 
of  the  River  of  the  Mountain  with  Mackenzie's  River, 
widening  as  they  continue  Eaft  and  South,  till  they 
reach  the  Red  River  at  its  confluence  with  the  Afiiniboin 
River,  from  whence  they  take  a  more  Southern  direc- 
tion, along  the  MiiriflTipi  towards  Mexico.  Adjoining 
to  thcfe  plains  is  a  broken  country,  compofed  of  lakes, 
rocks,   and  foil. 

From  the  banks  of  the  rivers  running  through  the 
plains,  there  appeared  to  ooze  a  falinc  fluid,  concreting 
into  a  thin  fcurf  on  the  grafs.  Near  that  part  of  the 
Slave  River  where  it  firft  lofes  the  name  of  Peace  River, 
and  along  the  extreme  edge  of  thefe  plains,  are  very 
ftrong  fait  fprings,  which  in  the  fummer  concrete  and 
cryflallize  in  great  quantities.  About  the  Lake  Dauphin, 
on  the  South- Weft  fule  of  Lake  Winipic,  are  alfo 
many  fait  ponds,  but  it  requires  a  regular  procefs  to 
form  fait  from  them.  Along  the  Weft  banks  of  the 
former  is  to  be  feen,  at  intervals,  and  traced  in  the  line 
of  the  direction  of  the  plains,  a  foft  rock  of  lime-ftonc, 
in  thin  and  nearly  horizontal  ftratas,  particularly  on  the 
Beaver,  Cedar,  Winipic,  and  Superior  lakes,  as  alfo  in 
the  beds  of  the  rivers  crofTinfr  that  line.  It  is  alfo  re- 
markible  that,  at  the  nnnowcft  part  of  Lake  Winipic, 
where  it  is  not  more  than  two  miles  in  bre^ddi,  the 
Weft  fiJe  is  faced  with  rocks  of  this  ftonc  thirty  fr.ct 
perpendicular ;  while,  on  the  Eaft  lide,  the  rocks  arc 
more  elevated,  and  of  a  dark  grey  granite. 

*  Bitumen  is  alfo  found  on  the  coaft  of  the  Slave  Lake, 
in  latitiicle  60.  Noith,  ncnr  irs  difcharfre  by  Markcn/.ic's 
River;  and  nli'o  nenr  the  forks  of  the  Elk  Hivcr. 
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Thc  latter  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  whole  extent 
North  of  this  country,  to  the  coaft  of  Huilfon's  Hay, 
and  as  I  have  been  informed,  along  that  coaft,  onwards 
to  the  coaft  of  Labrador  ;  and  it  may  be  further  obfcrvcd, 
that  between  thelie  exienfive  ranges  of  granite  and  limc- 
ftone  are  found   all  the  great  lakes  of  this  countiy. 

There  is  another  very  large  diftrift  which  muft  not 
be  forgotten  ;  and  bthind  all  the  others  in  fituation  as 
well  as  in  foil,  produce,  and  climate.  This  compreheiids 
the  tra(Sl  called  the  Barren  Grounds,  which  is  to  the 
North  of  a  line  drawn  from  Churchill,  along  the  North 
border  of  the  Rein-Deer  Lake,  to  the  North  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Hills  and  Slave  Lake,  and  along  the  North  fide 
of  the  latter  to  the  rocky  mountains,  w/iich  terminate 
in  the  North  Sea,  latitude  70.  North,  and  longitude  135. 
Weft  ;  in  the  whole  extent  of  which  no  trees  arc 
vifible,  except  a  few  ftinted  ones,  fcattered  along  its 
rivers,  and  with  fcarce  any  thing  of  furface  that  can 
be  called  earth  ;  yet,  this  inhofpitable  region  is  inha- 
bited by  a  people  who  are  accuftomed  to  the  life  it 
requires.  Nor  has  bountiful  Nature  withheld  the  means 
of  fubfiftence;  the  rein  deer,  which  fupply  both  food 
and  clothing,  are  fatisficd  with  the  produce  of  the  hills, 
though  tJiey  bear  nothing  but  a  (hort  curling  mofs, 
on  a  fpecies  of  which,  that  grows  on  the  rocks,  the 
people  themfelves  fubfift  when  famine  invades  them. 
Tlieir  fmall  lakes  arc  not  furniflied  with  a  great  variety 
of  fifti,  but  fuch  as  they  produce  are  excellent;  which 
with  hares  and  partridges,  form  a  proportion  of  their 
ioud. 

The    climate   muft    neceffarily   be   fevere    in   fuch   a 
ntry  as  we  have  defciibed,  and    which  difplays   fo 
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large  a  furfaa  of  frc(h  water.  Its  fcveiity  is  extreme 
on  the  coafk  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  proceeds  from  its 
immediate  cxpofurc  to  the  North- Well  winds  that  blow 
ofF  the  Frozen  Ocean. 


Tht'fe  wit  Is,  in  crofling  diredlly  from  the  hay  over 
Canada  and  .  \c  BritiHi  dominions  on  the  Atlantic,  ss 
well  as  over  the  Eaflcrn  States  of  North  America  to 
thai  ocean,  (where  they  give  to  thofe  countries  a  length 
of  winter  adonilhing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  la- 
titudes in  Europe),  continue  to  retain  a  great  degree 
of  force  and  cold  in  their  paffage,  even  over  the  Atlantic, 
particularly  at  the  time  when  the  fun  is  in  its  Southern 
declination.  The  fame  winds  which  come  from  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  over  the  barren  grounds,  and  acrofs 
frozen  lakes  and  fnowy  plains,  bounded  by  the  rocky 
mountains,  lofe  their  frigid  influence,  as  they  travel  in 
a  Southern  diredlion,  till  they  get  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
where  they  clofe  their  progrefs.  Is  not  this  a  fufficient 
caufe  for  the  difference  between  the  climate  in  Ame- 
rica, and  that  of  the  fame  latitude  in  Europe  ? 

It  has  been  frequently  advanced,  that  the  clearing 
away  the  wood  has  had  an  aftonifliing  influence  in  me- 
liorating the  climate  in  the  former  :  But  I  am  not  dif- 
pofed  to  affent  to  that  opinion  in  the  extent  which  it 
propofes  to  eftablifli,  when  I  confider  the  very  trifling 
proportion  of  the  country  cleared,  compared  with  the 
whole.  The  employment  of  the  axe  may  have  fome 
inconfiderabic  efFedl  ;  but  I  look  to  other  caufes.  I 
myfelf  obferved  in  a  country,  which  was  in  an  abfolute 
(late  of  nature,  that  the  climate  is  improving  ;  and  this 
circumilance  was  confirmed  to  me  by  the  native  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  of  it.  Such  a  change,  therefore,  muft  proceed 
from  fome  predominating  operation  in  the  fyfteni  of  the 
globe  which  is  beyond  my  conjedure,  and,  indeed,  above 
my  comprehenfion ;  and  may,  probably,  in  the  courfe 
of  time,  give  to  America  the  climate  of  Europe.  It 
is  well  known,  indeed,  that  the  waters  are  decreafin.^ 
there,  and  that  many  lakes  are  draining  and  filling  up 
by  the  earth  which  is  carried  into  them  from  the  hioher 
lands  by  the  rivers  :  and  this  may  have  fome  partial 
cfFeiSt.  •  * 

The  climate  on  the  Weft  coaft  of  America  affimilates 
much  more  to  that  of  Europe  in  the  fame  latitudes . 
1  think  very  little  difference  will  be  found,  except  fuch 
as  proceeds  from  the  vicinity  of  high  mountains  covered 
with  fuow.  This  is  an  additional  proof  that  the  dif- 
ference in  the  temperature  of  the  air  proceeds  from  the 
caufe  already   mentioned.  '   ■ 

Much  has  been  faid,  and  much  more  ftill  remains  to 
be  faid  on  the  peopling  of  America.  On  this  fubjedt 
I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  one  or  two  obfervations,  and 
leave  my  readers  to  draw  their  inferences  from  them. 


The  progrefs  of  the  country  immediately  under  our 
obfervation,  which  is  comprifed  within  the  line  of  la- 
titude 45.  North,  is  as  follows  :  that  of  the  Efquimaux, 
who  poflefs  the  fea  coafl:  from  the  Atlantic  through 
Hudfon's  Straits  and  Bay,  round  to  Mackenzie's  River, 
(and  I  believe  further)  is  known  to  be  weftward :  they 
never  quit  the  coaft,  and  agree  in  appearance,  manners, 
language,  and  habits  with  the  inhabitants  of  Greenland. 
The  different  tribes  whom  1  dcfcribe  under  the  name 
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of  Al^cnquins  and  Knifteneaux,  but  originally  the  fame 
people,  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlatitic  coaft,  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  and  adjacent  coun- 
tries :  their  progrefs  is  Wefterly,  and  they  are  even 
found  Weft  and  North  as  far  as  Athabafca.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Chepewyans,  and  the  numerous  tribes 
who  fpeak  their  language,  occupy  the  whole  fpace  be- 
tween the  Knifteneaux  country  and  that  of  the  Efquimaux, 
ftretching  behind  the  natives  of  the  coaft  of  the  Pacific, 
to  latitude  52.  North,  on  the  river  Columbia.  Their 
progrefs  is  Eafterly ,  and,  according  to  their  own  tra- 
ditions, they  came  from  Siberia ;  agreeing  in  drefs  and 
manner  with  the  people  now  found  upon  the  coaft  of 
Afia. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
we  know  little  more  than  that  they  are  ftatlonary  there^ 
The  Nadowafis  or  Afliniboins,  as  well  as  the  different 
tribes  not  particularly  defcribed,  inhabiting  the  plains 
on  and  about  the  fource  and  banks  of  the  Sa:(katchiwine 
and  Affiniboin  rivers,  are  from  the  Southward,  and  their 
progrefs  is  North- Weft. 


The  difcovery  of  a  paffage  by  fea,  North-Eaft  or 
North- Weft  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
has  for  many  years  excited  the  attention  of  governments, 
and  encouraged  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  individuals. 
The  non-exiftence,  however,  of  any  fuch  pra(Slical  paf- 
fage being  at  length  determined,  the  practicability  of  a 
pafTage  through  the  continents  of  Afia  and  America  bq- 
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comes  an  obje£l  of  confideration.  The  Ruffians,  whd 
firft  difcovered  that  along  the  coafts  of  Afia  no  ufeful 
or  regular  navigation  exifted,  opened  an  interior  com- 
munication by  rivers,  &c.  and  through  that  long  and 
wide-extended  continent,  to  the  ftrait  that  feparatcs  Afia 
from  America,  over  which  they  pafled  to  the  adjacent 
iflands  and  continent  of  the  latter.  Our  fituaiion,  at 
length,  is  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  theirs  :  the  non- 
exidence  of  a  pra6ticable  paffage  by  fea,  and  the  exiC- 
tence  of  one  through  the  continent,  are  clearly  proved ; 
and  it  requires  only  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  the 
Britifh  Government,  to  increafe  in  a  very  ample  pro- 
portion this  national  advantage,  and  fecure  the  trade 
of  that  country  to  its  fubjeds. 

Experience,  however,  has  proved,  that  this  trade,  from 
its  very  nature,  cannot  be  carried  on  by  individuals.  A 
very  large  capital  or  credit,  or  indeed  both,  is  necef- 
fary,  and  confequently  an  aflbciation  of  men  of  wealth 
to  dire(St,  with  men  of  enterprife  to  a6t,  in  one  common 
intereft,  muft  be  formed  on  fuch  principles,  as  that  in 
due  time  the  latter  may  fucceed  the  former,  in  continual 
and  progreffive  fucceffion.  Such  was  the  equitable  and 
fucccfsful  mode  adopted  by  the  merchants  from  Canada, 
which  has  been  already  dcfcribed.  > 


■  The  jun6lion  of  fuch  a  comiTjercial  aflbciation  with 
the  Hudfon*s-Bay  Company,  is  the  important  meafurc 
which  1  would  propofe,  and  the  trade  might  then  be 
carried  on  with  a  very  fuperior  degree  of  advantage, 
both  private  and  public,  under  the  privilege  of  their 
charter,  and  would  prove,  in  fadl,  the  complete  fulfilment 
of  the  conditions,  en  which  it  was  firft  granted. 
'  ^  It 
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It  would  be  an  equal  injuftice  to  either  party  to  be 
excluded  from  the  option  of  fuch  an  undertaking;  for 
if  the  one  has  a  right  by  charter,  has  not  the  other  a 
right  by  prior  poffeflion,  as  being  fucceflbrs  to  the  fub- 
jefls  of  France,  who  were  exclufively  poiTefTed  of  all 
the  then  known  parts  of  this  country,  before  Canada 
was  ceded  to  Great-Britain,  except  the  coaft  of  Hudfon's 
Bay,  and  having  themfelves  been  the  difcoverers  of  a 
vaft  extent  of  country  fince  added  to  his  Majefty's  ter- 
ritories, even  to  the  Hyperborean  and  the  Pacific  Oceans  ? 

If,  therefore,  that  company  fhould  decline,  or  be 
averfe  to  engage  in,  fuch  an  extenfive,  and  perhaps 
hazardous  undertaking,  it  would  not,  furely,  be  an 
unreafonable  propofal  to  them  from  government,  to 
give  up  a  right  which  they  refufe  to  exercife,  on  allowing 
them  a  juft  and  reafonable  indemnification  for  their 
ftock,  regulated  by  the  average  dividends  of  a  certain 
number  of  years,  or  the  a6lual  price  at  which  they 
transfer  their  ftock. 


11 


1'' 

i  Mi 


By  enjoying  the  p.ivilege  of  the  company's  charter, 
though  but  for  a  limited  period,  there  are  adventurers 
who  would  be  willing,  as  they  are  able,  to  engage  in, 
and  carry  on  the  propofed  commercial  undertaking,  as 
well  as  to  give  the  mod  ample  and  fatisfadtory  fecurity 
to  government  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  contrail  with 
the  company.  It  would,  at  the  fame  time,  be  equally 
neceffary  to  add  a  firailar  privilege  of  trade  on  tha 
Columbia  River,  and  its  tributary  waters. 

If  however,  it  fhould  appear  that  the  Hudfon's-Bay- 
Company    have    exclufive    right    to    carry  on    their 
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trade  as  they  think  proper,  and  continue  it  on  the  nar- 
row fcale,  and  with  fo  little  benefit  to  the  public  as 
they  now  do ;  if  they  (hould  refufe  to  enter  into  a  co- 
operative junftion  with  others,  what  reafonable  caufe 
can  they  aflfign  to  covernment  for  denying  the  navi- 
gation of  the  bay  to  Nelfon's  River  ;  and,  by  its  waters, 
a  paffage  to  and  from  the  interior  country,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  adventurers,  and  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  tranfport, 
under  the  moft  fevere  and  binding  reftridtions  not  to 
interfere  with  their  trade  on  th/  coaft,  and  the  country 
between  it,  and  the  adlual  eftabjifhrnenis  of  the  Canadian 
traders*. 

By  thefe  waters,  that  dlfcharge  themfelves  iuto  Jludfon's 
Bay  at  Port  Nelfon,  it  is  propofed  to  carry  on  the  trade 

*  Independent    of   the  profecution   of  this  great  objeft, 
I  conceive  that  the  merchants  from  Canada  arc  entitled  to 
fuch  an  indulgence,    (  even  if  they  fhould  be  confidered  as 
not  pofleffing  a  righlful  claim,  )  in  order  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to    extend  their  trade  beyond  their  prefent  limits, 
and   have  it  in  their    power  to  fupply  the  natives  >*ith  a 
larger  quantity    of    ufcful  articles  ;  the  enhanced  value  of 
which,  an^  the  prefent  difficulty  of  tranfpojrting  them,  will 
be  fully  comprehended  whei?  I  relate,  that  the  traft  of  tranf- 
port  occupies  an    extent   of    from  three  to  four  thoufand 
miles,    through    upwards  of  fixty  large  frcfti  water  lakes, 
and  numerous  rivers ;  and  that  the  means  of  tranfport  arc 
flight  bark  canoes.    It  muft   aifo    be   obferved,  that  thofe 
waters  are  intercepted  by    more  than  two  hundred  rapids, 
along  which  the  articles  of  merchandife  are  chiefly  carried 
on  men's  backs,  and  over  an  hundred  and  thirty  carrying 
places,  from  twenty-five  paces  to  thirteen  miles  in   length,^ 
where  the  canoes    and   cargoes  proceed    by  the  fame  toil- 
fome  and  perilous  operations. 
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to  their  fource,  at  the  head  of  the  Salkatchiwine  River, 
which  fifes  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  not  eight  degrees 
of  longitude  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  Tacoutche 
or  Columbia  river  flows  alfo  from  the  fame  mountains, 
and  difcharges  itfelf  iikewife  in  the  Pacific,  in  latitude 
46.  20.  Both  of  them  are  capable  of  receiving  fliips 
at  their  mouths,  and  are  navigable  throughout  for  boats. 

The  diftance  between  thefe  waters  is  only  known 
from  the  report  of  the  Indians.  If,  however,  this 
communication  fhould  prove  inacceffible,  the  route  I 
purfued,  though  longer,  in  confequence  of  the  great 
angle  it  makes  to  the  North,  will  anfwer  every  neceffary 
purpofe.  But  whatever  courfe  may  be  taken  from  the 
Atlantic,  the  Columbia  is  the  line  of  coi»munication 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  pointed  out  by  nature,  as  it  is 
the  only  navigable  river  in  the  whole  extent  of  Van- 
couver's minute  furvey  of  that  coaft  :  its  banks  alfo 
form  the  firft  level  country  in  all  the  Southern  extent 
of  continental  coaft  from  Cook's  entry,  and,  confequently, 
the  moft  Northern  fituation  fit  for  colonization,  and 
fuitable  to  the  refidence  of  a  civilized  people.  By 
opening  this  intercourfe  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans,  and  forming  regular  eftablilhments 
through  the  interior,  and  at  both  extremes,  as  well 
as  along  the  coaft  and  iflaiuls,  the  entire  command 
of  the  fur  trade  of  North  America  might  be  obtained, 
from  latitude  48.  North  to  the  pole,  except  that  portion 
of  it  which  the  Ruflians  have  in  the  Pacific,  To  this 
may  be  added  the  fifliing  in  both  feas,  and  the  markets 
of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Such  would  be  the 
field  for  commercial  enterprife,  and  incalculable  would 
te  the  produce  of  it,  when  fupported   by  the  operations 
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of  that  credit  and  capital  which  Great  Britain  fo  pre-., 
eminently  poffeffes.  Then  would  this  country  begin 
to  he  remunerated  for  the  expences  it  has  fuftained 
in  difcovering  and  furveying  the  coaft  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  which  is  at  prefent  left  to  American  adventurers, 
who  without  regularity  or  capital,  or  the  defire  of 
conciliating  future  confidence,  look  altogether  [to  the 
intereft  of  the  moment.  They,  therefore,  colle6l  all 
the  fkins  they  can  procure,  and  in  any  manner  that  fuits 
them,  and  having  exchanged  them  at  Canton  for  the 
produce  of  China,  return  to  their  own  country.  Such 
adventurers,  and  many  of  them,  as  1  have  been  informed, 
have  been  very  fuccefsful,  would  inftantly  difappear  from 
before  a  well-regulated  trade. 

It  would  be  very  unbecoming  in  me  to  fuppofe  for 
a  moment,  that  the  Eaft  India  Company  would  hefitate 
to  allow  thofe  privileges  to  their  fellow-fubje6ls  which 
are  permitted  to  foreigners,  in  a  trade  that  is  fo  much 
out  of  the  line  of  their  own  commerce,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  injurious  to  it.  ; 

Many  political  reafons,  which  it  is  not  neceffary 
here  to  enumerate,  muft  prefent  ihemfelves  to  the  mind 
of  every  man  acquainted  with  the  enlarged  fyftem  and 
capacities  of  Britifli  commerce,  in  fupport  of  the  meafure 
which  I  have  very  biiefly  fuggefted,  as  promifing  the 
xnoft  important  advantages  to  the  trade  of  the  united, 
kingdoms. 


NOTES. 


r  ACE  I.  "The  fur  trade  from  the  earlieft  fettlement  of 
Canada." — In  15 14,  Francis  I.  fent  Jacques  Curties,  of 
St.  Maloes,  to  make  difcoveries  in  the  New  World.  This 
mariner  entered  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  exchanged 
certain  kinds  of  merchandife  for  furs.  But  it  was  only  in 
1608,  that  Samuel  Champlain  went  up  this  river  to  a  confi-* 
derable  height,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  town  of  Quebec, 
and  began  the  fur  trade,  which  did  not  gain  confidence  till 
about  1640. 

Page  4.  "  At  length,  military  ports  were  eftabliflied  at  the 
confluence  of  the  different  large  lakes  of  Canada." — Three 
rivers,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  Fort  Bourbon,  and  Lake 
Superior. 

Page  9.  "  To  prove  this  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  we 
have  only  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  Fent  lac  at  Detroit,  and 
and  the  furprife  and  taking  of  Michilimackinac." — Deiroit 
is  a  country  fituated  above  Lake  Eric;  it  is  that  prrt  of 
Canada  which  has  the  mildeft  climate,  the  moft  fertile  foil, 
and  the  moft  abundant  hunting  grounds  and  fiflieries. 

Michilimackinac  is  a  fort  (ituated  a  hundred  leagues  beyond 
Detroit,  between  Lake  Huron,  Lake  Michigan,  and  Lake 
Superior. 

Page  15.  "  The  Englifli  River,  fo  called  by  Mr.  For- 
bifher."  This  is  the  lame  as  the  Churchill  or  Miflinipi 
River." 

Page  30.  "  The  articles  neceflarj*  for  this  trade,  are  coai-fe 
woollen  cloths  of  different  kinds."  The  French  merchants 
of  Canada  call  them  by  the  general  name  of  Cordillateries. 

Page  72.  "  Determined  the  Northern  bend  of  the  Mif- 
fifoury."     Several  perfons  write  Miffoury ;  but  as  this  name 

is 
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h  compofed  of  two  words  which  have  each  their  fignification 

in  the  Indian  language,  it  was  thought  iright  to  give  it  its  true 

orthography. 

Page  177  "  It  was  called  tile  A  la  Cached  What  is  very 
temarkable  is,  that  the  French  language  is  fb  well  prefcrved  in 
Canada,  that  evtn  the  Englifli,  who  are  now  in  pofleffion, 
give  French  names  to  the  difcoveries  they  make  in  the  Interior 
of  the  country. 

Page  195.  "  That  it  would  require  feveral  winters  to  get 
to  the  fea."  The  North  Amerir,  n  Indians  number  the  years 
by  winters,  becaufe  it  is  the  time  of  hunting. 

•  Page  201.  "  One  of  the  men  was  clad  in  a  fliirt  made  of 
the  ikiiit  of  the  mulk  rat."  Among  the  different  kinds  of 
rats  which  are  found  in  North  America,  there  are  two  whofe 
(kins  furnilh  a  fine  fur;  the  wood  rat  and  the  muflc  rat.  Th6 
Tiiuik  rat  has  below  his  inteP'ines  a  kind  of  bag  which  contains 
mufk.  This  rat  is  much  fmaller  than  the  beaver,  of  which 
he  has  all  the  habits,  but  without  the  intelligence. 

Page  256.*  "  A  berry  called  Po;>«." — The  Caureurs  Ju  bois^ 
of  Canada,  have  no  doubt  given  this  berry  the  name  of  pear, 
"becaufe  it  has  fome  refemblance  to  the  lefler  fort  of  this  fruit. 

Vol.  II.  Page  66.  "  Pfcanttree;  it  rifes  about  nine  feet 
in  height,  grows  in  joints  without  branches,  and  is  tufted  at 
the  extremity." — This  defcription  anfwers  to  that  of  the  fmall 
palm  tree  of  the  Antilles,  which  is  called  the  needle  palm 
tree. 

Page  92.  **  Their  drefs  confids  of  robes  made  of  the  (kins 
of  the  beaver,  the  ground  hog,  and  the  rein  deer." — I  am 
not  fure  whether  the  author  means  a  badger.  He  ufes  the 
word  ground  hog^  which  is  known  to  none  of  the  naturalifts 
that  I  have  confulte<l. 
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Route  f torn  the  river  of  Chouaguen,  on  lake  Ontario,  to  lake 
Onnoyotes,  by  reafeending  the  river  at  Wiler'tck,  as  high  up 
as  the  fource  of  the  Mohawk  River.  Defcent  of  this  river 
as  far  as  Skeneaady^from  whence  there  is  a  road  to  Albany, 
or  Orange. 


X  HE  entrance  of  the  Chouaguen  river  is  eafy ;  there  is 
in  it  a  bay  which  fornas  a  port.  The  Englifli  were  in  pof- 
feffion  of  a  fort  on  each  bank,  which  defended  the 
entrance. 

From  Chouaguen  you  afcend  the  river  four  leagues,  ta 
reach  the  great  fall. 

In  this  fpace  the  navigation  is  difficult,  the  river  is  rapid, 
and  obftrufted  by  great  ftones:  in  order  to  pafs  it,  you 
mud  have  good  guides,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  rocks. 

The  boats  muft  be  unloaded  at  the  great  fall,*  where 
there  is  a  portage  of  about  fifty  or  iixty  paces,  along  which 
the  boats  are  draivn.  From  the  fall  to  go  to  the  mouth. 
of  the  river  of  the  Four  nations,  which  mouth  is  called  the 
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*  From  Chouaguea  to  go  to  Fort  Bull  is  about  thirty-six 
leagues.  The  lading  of  the  boats  is  geaerally  about  fourteea 
or  fifteen  hundred  weight.  It  takes  five  days  to  ascend  th* 
river  from  Chouaguen  to  Fort  Bull,  and  only  three  days  and 
an  half  to  go  down  from  Fort  Bull  to  Chouaguen. 

Rr  Three 
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Three  Rivers,*  is  a  diftance  of  four  leagues;  the  navigation 
is  good.  At  a  quarter  of  a  league,  however,  before  you 
reach  the  Three  Rivers,  there  is  a  current  which  muft  be 
paired  carefully.  From  the  Three  Rivers  to  lake  Oneido, 
is  eight  leagues ;  the  navigation  is  good  ;  the  river  is  about 
fixty  paces  broad,  and  is  paifed  at  all  times  with  loaded 
boats:  this  river  is  the  difcharge  of  the  lake  Oneido,  nor 
is  there  any  fall  or  rapid  at  its  entrance.  The  lake  Oneido 
is  about  twelve  leagues  long,  and  about  one  broad.  The 
navigation  is  extremely  good,  and  may  be  traverfed  at  all 
feafons,  except  when  the  wind  is  directly  contrary.  The 
navigation  is  beft  on  the  right  fide  of  the  lake,  which  is 
the  northern  fide.  From  lake  Oneido  is  the  entrance  of  the 
river  Wilerick,t  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  this  lake :  you 
afcend  this  river  nine  leagues  to  reach  Fort  Bull.  This 
river  has  many  windings,  is  narrow,  and  fometimes  ob- 
ftrufted  by  trees,  which  fail  into  it  fiom  the  banks  on  either 
fide.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  navigation  is  difficult. 
You  may  pafs,  however,  at  all  times  with  the  ufual  lading 
of  the  boats,  which  is  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  hundred 
weight. 

When  the  waters  are   low,    you  cannot  go   farther  in 
this  river,  with  the  ufual  lading,  than  to  within  a  league  of 


*  The  river  of  the  Four  Nations  takes  its  source  in  small 
lakes,  near  which  dwell  the  savages  of  the  Fir  Nations.  At 
about  six  leagues  from  its  mouth,  in  the  River  Chouaguen, 
Ais  river  divides  itself  into  two  branches.  The  right  branch 
takes  its  rise  in  the  lakes  of  the  Sonnentoriens  and  the  Geya« 
g^orienSt  and  the  left  above  the  lake  of  the  Onnantagises. 

.  t  The  river  of  Poisson-Tue  discharges  itself  also  into  the 
Mme  lake:  the  English  navigated  it  formerly.  They  aban- 
doncd  it,  because  there  was  a  passage  to  make,  and  preferred 
the  Wilerick  riv«r,  which  they  cleared  of  obstructions. 

.        .  .    .  Fort 
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Fort  Bull.  The  boats  muft  then  be  unloaded,  and  the 
merchandife  carried  the  reft  of  the  way  to  Fort  Bull,  or 
boats  may  be  fent  down  to  take  half  ladings. 

Fort  Bull  which  was  burnt  in  1756,  by  the  detachment 
tinder  the  command  of  M.  de  Lery,  was  fituate  on  the  right 
bank  of  this  river,  near  to  its  Iburcc. 

From  Fort  Bull  to  go  to  Fort  William,  is  a  league  and  a 
quarter,  which  is  the  paflTage  of  the  high  ground;  the 
Englifli  had  made  a  road  along  it,  which  all  kinds  of  car- 
riages might  pafs ;  they  had  been  obliged  to  bank  up  a  part 
from  Fort  Bull  to  a  fmall  river,  where  there  is  a  bridge,  and 
near  which  they  had  began  to  build  a  fort,  which  was  never 
iiniflied ;  this  fort  was  tO'  be  the  intermediary  between  the 
two  fortS|  being  fituated  precifely  on  the  highefl  point  of 
land. 

Fort  William  was  fituated  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Mohawk 
river,  near  the  fource,  on  the  high  ground;  it  was  aban- 
doned and  deftroyed  by  the  Englifli  after  the  taking  of 
Chouaguen. 

On  leaving  Chouaguen,  there  is  a  road  which  the  Englifli 
made  ufe  of  to  tranfport  oxen  and  horfes.  This  road  follows 
the  bank  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  of  Chouaguen.  You 
pafs  the  river  of  the  Four  Nations  to  a  fall  near  its  mouth : 
after  which  the  road  pafles  along  the  bank  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  river  of  the  Four  Nations,  to  the  village  of  the  Onan- 
tagnes;  from  whence  you  crofs  the  country  to  the  village 
of  the  Caflcarouns,  or  Onnoyotes;^  and  from  thence,  you 

may 
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'''  The  road  passes  by  the  great  village  of  the  Onnoyotes, 
which  is  about  two  leagues  from  the  lake.  In  this  village 
there   was  a  fort  of  palisades,  with  four  bastions,  which  ha<l 
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may  proceed  to  Bull  and  William  Forts,  as  well  as  to  Fort 

dc  Rouary,  without  being  obliged  to  pafs  by  the  other  two 

forts. 

The  pathway  or  road  which  M.  de  Belhetre  followed  in 
his  expedition  to  the  village  of  the  Palatins,  may  ahb  be 
made  ufe  of.  He  fet  off  from  the  mouth  of  famine  River, 
which  is  twelve  leagues  below  Chouagen. 

M.  de  Belhetre  went  up  this  river  for  the  fpace  of  four 
leagues,  and,  leaving  it  on  the  left,  he  followed  the  road 
which  led  to  the  lake  of  the  Onnoyotcs,  which  leaving  on 
his  right,  he  went  over  the  high  land  to  Fort  William. 

The  country  through  which  he  palTed  is  fine,  and  but  little 
mountainous;  the  foil  is  fwampy  only  in  the  fall.  He 
forded  the  three  rivers,  the  waters  of  which  were  very  high 
during  the  four  days  that  he  took  to  crofs  over  from  Famine 
River,  to  Fort  William,  which  is  a  didance  of  twenty-four 
or  thirty  leagues. 

The  Mohawk  river  is  navigable  from  Fort  William ;  the 
boats  carry  the  fame  lading  as  in  Wilerick  River,  to  the 
paHTage  of  the  little  fall,  which  is  about  two  leagues  below 
the  village  Palatin  and  Fort  du  Rouary. 

From  Fort  William  to  Fort  Quaris,  fituate  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  Mohawk  River,  is  twelve  leagues ;  the  road 
follows  the  right  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  the  Southern 

been  constructed  by  the  English,  and  which  was  destroyed  by 
the  Onnoyotcs,  in  fulfilment  of  their  word  consigned  in  the 
council  held  between  them  and  M.  de  Vaudreiiil.  This  fort 
was  about  a  hundred  paces  long  on  each  of  its  sides.  There  is 
a  second  village  of  the  Onnoyotcs,  called  the  Little  Village, 
which  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  in  which  there 
is  DO  fort. 

fide 
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fide.  On  fetting  out  from  Fort  William,  there  is  a  road 
which  goes  to  join  that  by  which  oxen  and  horfes  are  tranf- 
ported  to  go  from  Fort  Quaris  to  Chouaguen.  This  road 
from  Fort  William  is  bad  for  the  fpace  of  four  leagues. 
The  country  is  marfliy;  fledges  pafs  over  it  in  winter,  and 
during  (ummer,  and  you  may  go  on  horfeback  pretty  eafily 
throughout,  though  there  is  a  great  deal  of  mud.  After  this 
fpace  of  four  leagues,  caiti  may  go  as  far  as  Fort  Quaiis. 
After  having  proceeded  three  leagues  along  this  road,  which 
is  fix  leagues  from  Fort  Qua  ris,  you  come  to  two  roads ; 
the  left  leads  to  the  village  of  the  Palatins,  fording  Mohawk 
river. 

In  following  the  great  road,  which  is  on  the  right  fide  of 
Mohawk  River,  to  go  to  Fort  Quaris,  you  meet  with  a 
rivulet,  which  muft  be  forded,  where  there  was  a  flour  mill 
which  was  burnt.  A  league  before  you  reach  Fort  Qnaris, 
you  find  a  fmall  river,  where  there  is  a  bridge ;  this  river 
may  be  forded  at  all  times.  On  this  rivulet  was  a  fawing 
mill,  which  was  burnt. 

Fort  Quaris  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  right  fide  of 
the  Mohawk  River,  on  a  fmall  height  at  the  edge  of  the 
precipice  of  this  river.  Fort  Quaris  is  a  great  houfe  built 
with  ftone,  three  fl:ory  high,  with  crannies  in  each  ftory, 
and  even  in  the  cellar,  to  maki  a  fweeping  fire.  In  the 
upper  ftory  are  a  few  fmall  pieces  The  houfe  is  covered 
with  planks,  and  was  built  for  a  magazine  or  depot  for 
provifioning  Chouaguen.  It  is  furrounded  with  a  ditch, 
which  is  about  thirty  feet  di fiance.  This  ditch  is  fix  feet 
deep,  and  feven  broad ;  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch  in  the 
infide,  are  palifades  planted  obliquely  and  well  jointed  to- 
gether. Behind  thefe  palifades  is  a  parapet  of  earth,  to  fire 
over  the  palifades.  The  four  angles  of  the  parapet,  which 
is  behind  the  ditch,  form  as  it  were  four  fmall  bafiions, 
which  flank  each  other. 

On 
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On  the  weftern.fidc  is  a  houfe,  which  is  feparated  from 
the  great  houfe;  it  is  backed  by  the  parapet  of  palifades, 
and  ferves  for  barracks  and  guard-houfe.  To  the  great  houfe 
are  two  gates ;  one  of  which,  on  the  northern  fide,  is  only 
a  fmall  door-way,  through  which  is  the  pafTage  to  get  water 
from  the  river. 

On  this  fide  of  the  houfe  there  is  no  ditch,  but  only  pali- 
fades llruck  in  timbers,  and  laid  along  in  the  fhelve  of  the 
river,  to  keep  the  earth  from  falling. 

The  great  gate  of  the  houfe  is  on  the  Southern  fide,  with 
two  folding-doors,  but  not  ironed.  From  this  great  gate, 
in  order  to  go  out  from  within  the  palifades  and  the  ditch, 
you  muft  turn  the  houfe  on  the  left,  and  pafs  on  the  Eaftern 
fide,  where  there  is  a  paffiige.  The  ditch  has  not  been  dug 
there;  the  ground  ferves  as  a  bridge  and  road:  there  are 
palifades  on  the  right  and  left  fides  of  the  way,  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  ditch. 

Outfide  the  ditch  is  a  gate  with  two  folding  doors,  without 
any  other  barrier,  or  cheval-de-frife  in  front.  The  houfe 
which  is  neareft  the  fort  on  the  outfide,  is  at  about  150 
paces  diftance.  Oppofite  to  this  fort,  there  is  in  the  river 
a  little  ifiand  that  is  cultivated,  and  which  may  be  forded 
when  the  waters  are  low.  From  Fort  Quaris  to  Connat- 
chocary  Fort  is  four  leagues :  in  the  fpace  of  one  league  on 
this  road,  which  is  in  a  flat  country,  are  about  twenty  houfes 
at  fiiort  diflances  from  each  other.  After  having  gone  this 
league,  you  come  to  a  mountain,  which  it  takes  two  hours 
to  go  up  or  down  ;  in  the  whole  of  this  diftance,  the 
country  is  covered  with  wood.  After  having  defcended  the 
mountain,  you  find  two  houfes,  difiant  from  each  other» 
during  the  league  that  remains  to  reach  Connatchocary. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  Palatins  or  Germans. 
They  form  a  company  with  a  few  of  thofc  who  live  abov« 
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the  fa!),   on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,   which  is  the  left. 
This  company  is  about  fourfcore  men. 

The  way  to  both  thefe  forts  is  good  for  carriages  of  ail 
kinds.  Fort  Connatchocary  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mohawk  River,  on  t\  -.  right  fide.  It  is  a  fquare,  with 
four  baftions  of  pl'^s  joined  clofely  together.  Thefe  piles 
are  about  five  feet  high,  on  a  fort,  fquare,  with  crannies 
perforated  at  equal  diftances,  and  a  parapet  around  for 
mulket-firing. 

This  fort  is  an  hundred  paces  in  each  front,  and  has  no 
ditch.  There  are  a  few  pieces  of  fmall  cannon  on  each  of 
its  baftions. 

At  each  curtain  is  a  houfe,  which  ferves  for  a  magazine 
and  barracks.  There  are  five  or  fix  families  of  favage  Agnics, 
who  live  without  the  fort. 

From  Fort  Connatchocary  to  Fort  Hunter  is  about  twelve 
leagues ;  the  road  is  pretty  good,  and  paHable  for  carriages. 
This  road  follows  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  River.  About 
an  hundred  houfes  at  a  didance  from  each  other  are  fituated 
in  this  fpace.  There  are  alfo  a  few  fituated  at  about  half  a 
league  inland. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  Germans,  who  form 
two  companies  of  an  hundred  men  each. 

Fort  Hunter  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk 
River:  it  is  of  the  fame  form  as  that  of  Connatchocary, 
excepting  that  it  is  twice  as  great.  There  is,  liken  lie,  a 
houfe  at  each  curtain ;  the  cannon  on  each  baftion  are  fevea 
or  eight-pounders.  The  piles  of  this  fort  are  more  elevated 
than  thofe  of  Connatchocary.  There  is  a  church  or  temple 
in  the  middle  of  the  fort.  There  are  alfo  within  the  fort 
about  thirty  cabins,   belonging  to  Agnies  favages.    This  i« 
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the  moft  confiderable  village.  This  fort  has  no  ditch,  like 
that  of  Connatchocary,  but  only  a  great  folding-gate  for 
entrance. 

Outfide,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  fort,  there  are  a  few 
houles  where  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  take  refuge  when 
they  are  apprehenfive,  or  receive  news,  that  any  French  or 
favage  party  are  on  the  fcout. 

From  Fort  Hunter*  to  Fort  Skeneftady  or  Corbu  is  feven 
leagues.  The  great  road,  which  the  carriages  pafs,  continues 
along  the  right  fide  of  the  Mohawk  river.  There  are  about 
twenty  or  thirty  houfes,  at  a  diflance  of  a  mile  or  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  each  other,  fcattered  along  this  road. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  Flemings.  They  form 
a  company  with  a  few  other  inhabitants  ot  the  left  fide  of 
the  Mohawk  river,  confiding  of  about  an  hundred  men. 

Skene6tady,  or  Corbu,  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  ths 
Mohawk  River.  It  is  a  town  of  about  three  hundred  ha- 
bitations. It  is  furrounded  with  flakes,  flanked  at  certain 
difl;ances.  On  entering  this  town  from  Fort  Hunter,  there 
is  a  fort  on  the  right,  which  forms  a  kind  of  citadel  in  the 
jnfide  of  the  town. 

It  is  a  fquare,  flanked  with  four  bafiions  or  half  bafiions : 
it  is  built  half  in  mafonry-work,  and  the  other  half  with 
timber  raifed  above  the  mafonry.  It  is  large  enough  to 
contain  two  or  three  hundred  men.  There  are  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon  on  the  rampart.  It  is  not  furrounded  with  a 
ditch,  and  the  entrance  is  only  by  a  neat  folding  gate,  without 
a  draw-bridge. 


*  In  setting  out  from  Fort  Hunter,  you  pass  a  river,  at  the 
confluence  of  which  this  fort  is  situated.  It  may  be  forded  in 
a  boat  ia  lummer,  aud  over  the  ice  xn  winter. 

It 


','-?'■  ^^ 


APPENDIX.  3fli 

tt  is  eafy  W  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fire,  and  petietrate 
into  the  toiirnj  by  attacking  it  on  the  fide  oppofite  to  the 
fort.   .  ;;    '--.o.    ■                        ■■   '■    -<•-■'■  ■    '■■'■■ 

,:-....    ..    /  ■,|-_,;:  .   ,,     .         ..  :;  ■,"   7:,-A   • '/.         ■     .     ■ 

The  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  <Jf  Skerteilady  arie 
Flemings.  ,  ... 

From  Skene£tady  to  Albany  or  Orange  is  fix  or  feven 
leagues ;  the  road  is  good  for  every  kind  of  carriage.  The 
Coil  is  Tandy,  and  the  country  covered  with  brufli-wood,  and 
forhewhat  hilly.  At  a  league  and  a  half  from  Skeneftady, 
there  is  a  houfe  on  the  road,  which  is  an  inn :  at  a  league 
and  a  half  farther,  that  is,  half-way,  is  another  houfe,  which 
is  alfo  an  inn. 

Orange  is  fituated  oil  the  bank  of  Orange  or  Hudfon's 
River,  on  the  right  fide.* 

It  is  fortified  only  by  an  inclofure  of  walls  or  (lakes, 
without  a  ditch.  This  inclofure  is  fianked  at  certain  dif- 
tances  on  the  fide  of  the  wood  only;  the  river  protects  the 
entrance  on  the  other  fide.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  rathei:  lels 
than  the  iilclofiire  £lnd  town  of  Montreal. 

Within  the  walls  of  Orange  there  is  a  fort,  which  is  a  kind 
of  a  citadel,  to  hold  three  hundred  men,  and  where  there 
are  cannon. 

This  is  the  whole  refpe£ting  the  right  bank  of  the  Mohawk 
River,  which  is  on  the  Southern  fide.  Let  us  crofs  to  the 
left,  which  is  bn  the  Northern  fide  of  this  river,  fetting  out 
in  the  fame  manner  from  Fort  William,  fituated  near  its 
fource. 


ii 
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•  The  total  distance  from  Chouaguea  to  Orange  is  seventy- 
eight  or  sevent/'Dine  leagues. 
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Sktting  out  from  Fort  William  to  go  by  the  left  banfe 
of  the  Mohawk  River,  to  the  village  of  the  Palatins,  the 
diftance  may  be  reckoned  at  twelve  leagues ;  the  Mohawk 
river  is  fordable  near  Fort  William,  from  which  is  a  path 
that  leads  half  a  league  into  the  country,  by  following  the 
river,  the  banks  of  which  are  fwampy.  This  path  leads 
over  hills  and  mountains  of  no  great  elevation,  but  can  be 
traverfed  only  on  foot  or  horfeback.  After  travelling  this 
path  for  eight  leagues,  you  meet  with  the  high  road  which 
comes  from  the  other  fide  of  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
At  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  is  a  fmall 
river,  which  is  called  Rafledll,  and  which  is  fordable.  There 
were  two  houfes  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  which  have 
been  burnt,  and  of  which  only  the  ruins  remain.  After 
having  pafled  this  fmall  river,  you  follow  the  great  road  for 
the  fpace  of  four  leagues,  to  reach  the  village  of  the  Palatins. 
All  kinds  of  carriages  pafs  this  road. 

The  Palatine  villar*  *  was  fituated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mohawk  river.  *iot  exaftly  oppofite  Fort  Qyaris,  but  almoft 
half  a  league  above.  Boats  pafled  from  this  village  to  the 
fort,  but  the  river  was  fordable  in  feverai  places.  The 
Palatine  village,  which  confided  of  thirty  houfes,  was  en- 
tirely deftroyed  and  burnt  by  the  detachment  under  the 
orders  of  M.  de  Belhetre. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  village  formed  a  company  of  an 
hundred  men  who  bore  arms.  The  population  was  edi- 
mated  at  three  hundred  perfons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
of  which  an  hundred  and  two  were  made  prifoners,  and 
the  reft  fled  to  Fort  Quaris,  excepting  a  few  who  were  killed 
ir  fording  the  river. 


*  From  Fort  Bull  to  the  Palatine  village  it  requires  a  day  tor 
descend  the  rivet  with  boats,  and  three  to  go  up;  and  (tota 
the  Palatine  village  to  Carlos  it  takes  a  day  aud  a  half- 

From 
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From- the  Palatine  village  to  go  t«  the  little  fall,  following 
always  the  left  fide  of  the  river,  is  about  three  leagues.  In. 
this  fpace  there  were  about  eight  houfes  which  ,were  aban- 
doned. They  are  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  houfes  who  form 
a  company  with  thofe  of  Fort  Q^iaris,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river. 

The  piflage  of  the  little  fall  is  a  quarter  of  a  league, 
and  is  A  cart  road.  There  is  a  path  on  both  fides  the 
river:  preference  is  given  to  the  left,  as  the  road  on  that 

fide  is  the  beft.  ■■■    ■  - 

....  j'j;-  '    .  ■  ''''  ••  ■      ' 

From  the  paflage  of  the  lit'*<;  fall,  following  the  left  fide 

of  the  river,  there  is  only  a  path  for  foot  paflTengers,  as  it 

would  be  very  difficult  to  go  on  horfeback.     You  follow  this 

path  three  leagues  to  reach  the  Canada  River,  >yhere  you 

meet  with  the  high  road,  which,  from  the  end  of  the  paflage 

of  the  little  fall,  partes  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Mohawk  River, 

where  there  is  a  ford  below  Fort  Connatchocary,  oppofite 

the  mouth  of  the  Oauada  River.     At  this  place,  there  is  a 

ford  for  the  paflage  of  carriages  when  the  waters  are  too 

high..         •  ■  '•'       *    -'''  '  •  '■"  ■       ■    '  ■    •    ■'  ■"•■■'  •' 

After  fording  Canada  River,  you  follow  the  left  bank  of 
Mohawk  River  and  the  high  road,  along  which  carts  may 
pafs  for  twelve  leagues,  as  far  as  the  houfe  of  Col.  Johnlon. 
In  the  whole  of  this  fpace  may  be  found  about  five  hundred 
houfes,  at  a  diftance  from  each  other.  The  greater  part  of 
thofe  which  are  on  the  banks  of  the  river  are  built  with 
ftone.  Thofe  fartheft  from  the  river,  inland,  about  half  a 
league,  are  new  habitations,  and  built  with  wood. 

.■  •  •  •    t 
There  is  no  fort  in  this  diftance  of  twelve  leagues;   but 

only  a  fingle  houfe  ftone-built,  and  fomewhat  fortified  and  fur- 
rounded  with  palifades.  It  is  fituaied  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  Canada  River,  on  the 
Mohawk. 
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The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  Germans :  they  forn*< 
four  companies  of  an  hundred  men  each. 

Colonel  Johnfon's  I^oufe  is  filiated  on  th^  bank  of  the 
left  fide  of  Mohawk  river;  it  is  three  ftories  high^  ftone- 
built,  with  crannies,  parapet,  and  flanked  at  the  four  corners, 
where  there  are  a  few  pieces  of  fmall  cannon. 

'  In  the  fame  court,  on  both  fides  the  gate^ivay,  are  two 
fmall  houfes :  that  on  the  right,  in  going  in,  is  a  magazine ; 
that  on  the  left  is  deftined  for  the  negro  workmen  and  other 
fervants.  The  gate  of  the  court  is  a  great  folding  door, 
ftrongly  ironed,  and  on  the  fide  of  Mohawk  river.  From 
the  gate  to  the  river  is  about  two  hundred  payees  of  level 
ground)  along  which  was  the  great  road.  ;      .'j 

There  is  a  fmall  river  which  comes  from  the  North  fide, 
and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Mohawk  River,  about  two  hundred 
paces  below  the  court.  •     ;"  ,  <     ' 

On  this  rivQr  is  a  mill,  whicl\  is  only  fifty  paces  from  the 
hpufe.  ?elow  the  mill  is  the  miller's  houfe,  where  are  kept 
the  wheat  and  flour.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  fmall  river, 
at  a  hundred  paces  from  the  mill,  is  a  barn,  where  are  kept 
the  cattle  And  forage. 

At  an  hundred  and  fifty  paces  from  Col.  Johnfon's  houfe, 
ofi  the  North  fide,  left  of  the  river,  is  a  height  where  there 
is  a  fmall  houfe.  A  pofi:  of  about  twenty  men  is  eflabUfhed 
here,  which  feryes  for  an  advanced  guard. 

The  diftance  from  Cok  Johnfon's  houfe  to  Skene£lady  is 
about  feven  leagues;  the  road  is  good  for  every  kind  of 
carriage.  About  twenty  houfes  may  be  found  on  this 
road. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  leagu^  from  Skeneflai^y,  the  Mohawk 
river  may  be  forded  during  the  fummer ;  oppofite  Skenec- 
tady,  the  river  is  generally  crofled  in  boats.  : ,   j,.!, 
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The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  Flemifli ;  they  form  4 
pompany  of  about  an  hundred  men,  with  t^ofe  who  are  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river  below  Fort  Hunter. 

In  going  from  Skene^tady  to  the  ipouth  of  the  Mohawk 

Jliver,   in  the  Albany  River,   there  is  a   great  fall,  which 

hinders  the  boats  from  paifing ;  fo  that  every  thing  wliich  goes 

from  Skenc£tady  to  Albany  by  the  river,  pafles.  by  the  great 

road  which  leads  flraight  tu  it. 

From  Albany  to  New  York  is  fifty  or  fixty  leagues ;  the 
boats  coming  from  New  York  afcend  as  far  as  Albany. 
There  is  alfo  a  high  road  from  one  town  to  the  other  on 
the  left  banks  of  the  river.  The  country  on  both  fides  of 
this  ri/er  is  well  peoplecj. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  are  Flemifli, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  Skene£tady.  

The  difiance  from  Albany  to  Bofton  is  computed  about 
fixty  leagues ;  the  road  leads  through  a  crofs  country. 

Bofton  and  New  York  are  fuppofed  to  lie  at  the  fame 
diftance  (rom  ^ach  other,  in  following  the  road  along  the  fea- 
fide. 

New  York  is  fltuated  on  the  left  fide  of  Albany  River, 
and  near  its  mouth,  in  a  peninfula.  It  is  fortified  only  on 
the  land  fide. 

Oppofite  New  York  is  a  great  ifland,  very  populotis  and 
rich.* 

Veflels  of  all  forts,  either  of  war  or  trade,  anchor  between 
the  town  and  this  ifland. 
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that  we  experienced  on  our  former  viiit.  Con- 
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